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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE
Joun MiLton, 1608~1674

Jomn M tov was born 1n Bread Street, London,on December 9, 1608 “My
father,” he wrote, “destined me, while et a little boy for the study of
humane letters Both at the grammar-school and also under other mas-
ters at home, he caused me to be nstructed daily ” At the age of seventeen
he was admitted to Cambridge Here hus first years were darkened by un-
popularity and a quarrel with the college authonties, but he worl ed dili-
gently and by the ume he recewved tus Master of Arts degree 1n 1632, hus
unusual powers had won him recognition and estcem At Cambridge he
decided to abandon hus oniginal plan of entering the service of the Church,
gwing as his reason that he pre&rred “blameless silence before the sacred
office of speal ing, bought and begun with servitude and forsw earmg ”

Multon’s iterary gifts were apparent early On the Mornmg of Christ’s
Nativity was wnitten while the poet was still at Cambridge L’ Allegro and
its companion piece, Il Penseroso, two masques, Arcades and Comts, and
Lycidas, an clegy for 1 college friend drowned at sea, were the fruit of siv
y cars of study, chiefly of the classics, that follow ed the termmation of his
university career These years, passed qmctl) with his father 1n the rural
setting of a small Buchinghamshire village, were succeeded by fifteen
months of trvel in France and Italy where he was widely received He
made 1 spectal visit to Galileo, “grown old, a prisoner to the Inquisition for
thinking 1n Astronomy otherwise than the I'ranciscan and Dommcan
hicensers thought ”

Evenn the pastoral sctting of Lyesdas there were unmustahable stirnings
of Milton’s concern with the problem of church reform When, m 1641,
this became one of the crucial 1ssucs in the rising tde of civil war, Milton
emerged from lus Iife of study and terching Renouncing lus poetry for
militant prose, he scourged those who favored Lpiscopcy, holding them
responsible for arresting the course of the Reformation His attack was
framed 1n 1 sertes of pamphlets, the most elaborate of these being - treatse
entitled The Reason of Church Go.ermment urged aganst Prelat)y

In 1633, when he was turty-five, Milton marnied Mary Powell, the
scventeen-y ear-old daughter of 2 Cavalier family  After a few wechs she
returncd to her home and scemed to h1ve no intention of continuing the
relaonship Two y ears larer, how ever, she came back, and their marned
life was resumed  There were three daughters of this union and a son who
died 1n infancy  Mary Powell herself died in childbirth 1n 1654

In the stme y ear that his wife Ieft linm, Milton wrote hus famous treatise,
1 he Doctrme and Discsplme of Di.orce, Restored to the good of both
scxes from the Bondage of Canon Lazw and other Mistakes, asserung that
marniage being a * private matter” could be dissoly ed 1n cases of compat-
iy Tlus mccm!:w\ tract and another on the same subject happened to
have been published without 2 license immediarely after the enactment of a
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new ordmance requiring the heensing of all worl s Accordingly proceed
ngs agamst Milton were instituted Hisanswer was Areopagitica a Speech
for the Liberty of Unlicensed Printng published the following y car with
out a hcense

With the fall of the Stuarts in 1649 Milton mobihzed his energies in the
service of Cromw ell and the Commonw ealth In answ er to Erlon Basiike
a work of disputed authorship purporting to be the last meditations of
Charles] he wrote Likonoklustes a pomnt by point refutation Published the
same y ear was a pamphlet enutled Temure of hangs and Magistrtes prot
ng that 1t 1s 11 ful and bath been held so s all ages forany w.hol1 etle
pouer to call to account a Tyrmt or nicked hang and after due con
viction to depose and put himt 10 death sf the ordmiry Magistrate I e
neglected or dented to do 1t This was probably sstrumental in Alilton's
appointment as Laun Secretary to the Council'of State a position he re
tmned unul 1660 The poet continued to defend the Commony ealthagamst
theattacks of continental w riters 1n a series of Latin triceates Tlus contro
versy raged for four years with an extraordinary degree of violence and
personal vituperation” Milton s participation aganst the advice of physt
crans brought him to total blindness

Turming once more to domesuc affairs Milton focused s attention on
church reform adyvocating the complete separation of Church and State
and mutul tolerance between Protestant sects In 1660 on the eve of the
Restoration and wath full anareness that his was one of the last voices to
be rmsed against the readmutung of hngship  Milton published The
Ready and L1sy W ay to Establish a Free Conmmon wealth and a number of
other pamphlets outhining a plan for a permanent parhament

The Restoration put an end to VMhlton s public hic and forced lim to go
mto htding Just why he was not exccuted with the other promient sup
potters of the Commonwealth 1s not clear At the age of fifty two after
mmneteen y cars of stormy poliical actnity he agam turned to the studious
and hrerary pursuits of bus v outh To this last pertod of his hfc belong his
g{re:m:st oetic achievements  Paradise Lost (1667) us sequel Paradise

et uned (1671) and finally Samson Agomstes (1671) His prose wninings
of these last vears include 2 miscellany of scholarly and historical \mrEs
and De Doctriy Chnisttana the final statement of his religious position
which by asenes of muschances was not pubhished unnl 1825

Underls ing this vigorous hiterary acuvity was the loneliness of Milton s

rsomil hife Tatallv blind at the time of Many, Powells death he ltved in
helpless dependence on his motherless daughters who grew up resenting
fumand careless of fus comfortand wishes This bleak home Iife was inter
rupted briefly 1n 1€ 58 by the poct s marnage to Ratharine Woodcock who
dicd in childbirth Jess than a year later In 1663 he marned Lizabeth Min
shull then but rwenty five She scems to have bnghtened fus fast decade
which was passed 1n quict study tempered with music and the company of
friends. W\ eakened by the goutand other maladies he died on N\ ovember 8
16,4 and was buned beside his father in the church of St Giles Cripple
gate
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@ MISCELLANEOUS POEMS A@

On the Mornmg of Carists Nauvity
Compos'd 16 9

I

THIS 1s the Month, and this the happy morn
Wherin the Son of Heav 'ns eternal King,
Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born,
Our great redemption from above did bring,
For so the holy sages once did sing,
That he our deadly forfeir should release,
And with hs Tather worl us a perperual peace

n

That glorious Form, that Light unsufferable,
And that far-beaming blaze of Majesy,
Wherwith he wont at Heay 'ns hugh Councel-Table, [4
To sit the midst of Trinal Unuty,
He laid astde, and here with us to be,
Forsool the Courts of exerlwsung Doy,
And chose wath us a dirhsom House of) mortal Cl1y

m

Sty Heav'nly Muse shall not thy sicred ven
Afford 1 present to the Infant God®
Hast thou no vers no hy mn, or solemn strein,
To welcom him to tlus his new abode,
Now while the Heat 'n by the Suns team untrod,
Hath tool no pnnt of the 1pproching hight, -0
And all the spangled host ] ecp warch i squadrons bnght

n

Sec how from far upon the Eastern rode
The Star-led Wisards haste wath odours sweet,
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode,
And Iy 1t lowls at lus blessed feet
v e thou the honour first, thy T ord to grect,
And joy n thy voice unto the Angel Quire,
T'rom out lus sceret Alear toucht with hallow d fire
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Tue Himn
1

Tt was the Winter wilde
‘While the Heav n born childe 30

Allmeanly wrapt 1n the rude manger hes
Nature m aw to him
Had doff t her gawdy trim

With her great Master so to sy mpathize
Tt was no season then for her
To wanton with the Sun her lusty Paramour

n

Only with speeches fair
Shewooss the gentle Air

To hide her guilty front with mnocent Snow
And on her naked shame 40
Pollute with sinfull blame

The Santly Vail of Marden whiee to throw
Confounded' that her Vakers ey es
Should look so neer upon her foul deformities

m
But he her fears to cease
Sent down the meel ey d Peace
She crown d with Olive green came softly shding
Down through the turning sphear
His ready Harbinger
Wicth ‘}'urtlc“mgthc amorous clouds dividing 50
And waving wide her nurtle wand
She strihes 2 unis ersall Peace through Sea and Land

™

No War or Battails sound
W as heard the World around

The 1dle spear and shield were fugh up hung
The hooked Chariot stood
Unstain d with hostile blood

The Trumpet spake not to the armed throng
And Rings sate sull with aw full ey e
Asif they surely knew their sovran Lord was by bo

‘v

But peaccfull was the mght
Whenn the Prnce of light



Curists NaTivity

His raign of peace upon the earth began
The Windes with w onder whist,
Smoothly the waters hust,
Whispering new joyes to the milde Ocean,
‘Who now hath quite forgot to rave,
While Birds of Calm sit brooding on the charmed wave

vI
The Stars with deep amaze
Stand fixt in stedfast gaze, 70
Bending one wy their pretious influence,
And will not take their flught,
For all the mormng hight,
Or Lucifer that often warn’d them thence,
But in their ghmmening Orbs did glow,
Unull their Lord himself bespake, and bid them go

VI

And though the shady gloom
Had given day her room,

The Sun himself with-held his wonted speed,
And hid his head for shame, 8o
As his inferiour flame,

The new enlightn’d world no more should need,
He saw a greater Sun appear
Then hss bright Throne, or burning Axletree could bear

i

The Shepherds on the Lawn,
Or cre the pomnt of d1wn,
Sate simply chatung in a rustich row,
Tull heele thought they than,
That the righty Pan
Was kmdf) com to Inn ¢ with them below, 90
Perhaps therr loves, or els their sheep,
Was all that did their silly thoughts so busic heep

n

When such musicl swcet
Therr hearts and cars did greet,

As never was by moreall finger strool,
D inely -warbled yoice
Answening the stninged nosse,

Asall their soulsin blisfull raprure took
The Aur such ‘Flmsurc loth to lose,
With thousaind echo’s sull prolongs each hew 'nhy close
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x

Nature that heard such sound 101
Beneath the hollow round

Of Cynthi1 sseat the Aury region thrilling
Now was almost won
To thunk her part was don

And that her raign had here 1ts Jast fulfiling
She knew such harmony alone
Could hold all Heav n and Farth 1n happier union

<t

At last surrounds their sight
A Globe of circular hight 1o

That wth long beams the shame fac t mght array d
The helmed Cherubim
And sworded Scraphim

Are seen i glitenng ranks with wings displard
Harping 1n loud and solenm quire
W th unexpressn ¢ notes to Heay nsnew born Her

X1

Such Musick (as us said)
Before was never made
But when of old the sons of morming sung
Whale the Creator Great 120
His constelatians set
And the well ballanc t world on hinges hung
And cast the dark founditions deep
And bid the weltning wavestheir aozy channel heep

xur

Ring our v ¢ Crystall sphears
Once bless our human ears
(If v ¢ have pow er to touch our senses so)
And let y our silyer chime
Moy e in melodious ume
And let the Base of Heav ns deep Organ blow 130
And wath your mncfold harmony
Make up full consort to th Angefike sy mphony

v
Yor if such holy Seng
Enwrap our fancy lon;

Time will run back and fetch theage of gold
And speckl d vanity
Wil sicken soon and die



Curists NaTivity

And leprous sin will mele from earthly mould,
And Hell 1t self will pass away,
And leave her dolorous mansions to the peermgday 140

v

Yea Truth, and Justice then
Will down return to men,

Th’enameld Arras of the Rain-bow w caring,
And Mercey set betw cen,
Thron’d i Celestiall sheen,

With radiant feet the nssued clouds down stearng,
And Heav’n as at som festnvall,
Will open wide the Gates of her ugh Palace Hall

X
But wisest I'ate sayes no,
This must not yet be so, 150
The Babe lics yet in smiling Infancy,
That on the bitter cross
Must redeem our loss,
So both himself and us to glonfie
Yet first to those y chain’d 1n sleep,
The wahefull trump of doom must thunder through the
decep,
I
With such 2 hornd clang
As on mount Sma; rang
Wile the red fire, and smouldring clouds out brake
The aged LCarth agast 160
With terrour of that blast,
Shall from the surface to the center shahe,
WWhen at the worlds last session,
The dreadfull Judge in middle Air shall spread his throne

xvii

And then at Jast our bliss
Full and perfect s,

But now begins, for from this happy day
Th'eld Dragon under ground
In stratter inuts bound

Not half so far casts hus usurped sway, 170
And wrath to sce lus RKingdom fal,
Swindges thesealy FHorrour of his foulded tail

xIe
The Orcles are dumm,
No voice or hideous humm
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Runs through the archied roof 1n words deceiving
Apollo from us shrine
Canno more dnine

With hollow shreih the steep of Delphos leaving
Nomghtly trinee or breathed spell
Inspire sthe pale ¢y d Priest from the propheticeell 180

xx

“Thelonely mountains o re
And the resounding shore
Avoiee of weeping heard andloudlament
Trom hounted spning and dale
Ldg d with poplar paie
‘The parung Genius 1s with sighung sent
1With flow re inwoy n tresses torn
The Nimphs in twilight shade of tangled thickets mourn

X<t

In consecrated Larth

And on the holy Hearth 190
The Lars and I emmres moan with midmight plamt

In Urns and Altars round

A drear and dying sound
Afinghts the Flazmms at their service quaint

And the chull Marble scems to sweat

Whle each peculiar pow er forgoes lis wonted sear

xxu

Peor and Batlon
Forsahe their Temples dim
With that twise batter d god of Palestine
And mooned Ashtaroth 00
Heav ns Queen and Mother both
Now sits not gire with Tapers holy shine
The 11by ¢ Hanmnon shrinks hus horn
Invain l?\c Tyrian Mads their wounded Thans mourn

pesity

And sullen Afoloch fled
Hath leftin shadows dred
His burning Idol all of blackest hue
In van with Cy mbals nng
They call the prsly lang
In dismall dance about the furnace blue 210
The brutish gods of Nile as fast
Isis and Orus and the Dog Anubis hast
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X1V

Nor 15 Osiris seen
In Memphian Grove, or Green,

Trampling the unshow r’d Grasse with lowings loud
Nor can he be at rest
‘Within his sacred chest,

Naught but profoundest Hell can be his shroud,
In vain with Timbrel’d Anthems dark
The sable-stoled Sorcerers bear his worshupt Ark 220

v

He feels from Juda’s Land
The dredded Infants hand,

The rayes of Bethlehen blind hus dushv eyn,
Nor all the gods beside,
Longer dare abide,

Not Typhon huge ending 1n snaky twine
Qur Babe to shew his Godhead true,
Can n his swadling bands controul the dimned crew

X0 I
So when the Sun in bed,
Curtain’d with cloudy red, 230
Pillows his clun upon an Onient wave,
The flocking shadows pale,
Troop to thinfernall jail,
Fach fetrer'd Ghost slips o lus severall grave,
And they ellow-shirted Fayes,
Fly after the Night-steeds, leaving their Moon-lov’d maze

ASNYi¢

But see the Virgin blest,
Hath lard her Babe to rest

Trme 15 our tedious Song should here have ending,
He'ns y oungest teemed Star, 240
Hath fixt her polishe Car,

Her sleeping Lord with Hindmaid Lamp attending
And all about the Courtly Stable,
Bright-harnest Angels sit in order serviceable

A Paraphrasc on Psalin 114
Ttus and the following Psalmr were don by the Author at fifteen veers old
When the blest seed of Terab’s futhfull Son,

After long toil their liberty had won,
And past from PP ficlds to Canamn Land,
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Led by the strength of the Almighties hand

Jehovah s wonders were in fsracl shown

His prasse and glory wasn fsrael known

Thatsaw the troubl d Sca and shivenng fled

And sought to hude fus froth becurled head

Low inthe carth fordans clear streams recoil

Asa funt host that hath recen d the foil 10
The lugh huge beltied Mountains shap bile Rams
Amongst ther Ews the littfe Hils ike Lambs

Wiy tled the Ocean® And why shipt the Mountains?
Why turned fordan toward fis Cry stall Fountains®
Shake carth and at the presence be agast

Of tum that ever was and ay shalf fast

That glassy flouds from rugged rocks can crush

And make soft nifs from fiery flint stones gush

Psalm 136

Let us with a ghdsom mind

Prasse the Lord for heishind
For lus mercies 2y endure
Lver fathfull ever sure

Let us blaze his Name abroad
Tor of gods he1s the God
For cc

O let us his prasses tell
That doth the wrathfull £y rants quell 0
For cc

That w1th fus meracles doth make
Amarzed Heav n and Carth to shake
For ce

That by his wisdom did create
The painted Heav ns so full of state
Tor we -0

That did the solid Earth ordain
To nise above the watry plain
For we

That by hus all commanding might
Dud fill the new made world wath light,
For &e
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And caus’d the Golden-tressed Sun,
All the day long his cours to run 30
Tor, oc

The horned Moon to shine by mght,
Amongst her spangled sisters bright
Tor,oc

He with his thunder-clasping hand,
Smote the first-born of Egypt Land
Tor, wc 40

And n despight of Pharao fell,
He brought from thence his Israel
For,cc

The ruddy waves he cleft in twain,
Of the Erythrean man
For,cc

The floods stood still ike VWalls of Glass,
While the Hebrew Bands did pass 50
For, we

But full soon they did dex our
The Tawny King with all his power
Tor, ¢

His chosen people he did bless
In the wastfull \Wildernes
Tor,cc 6o

In bloody battail he brought down
Kings of prow essand renown
Tor,cc

He foild bold Seor and hus host,
That rul'd the Amorrean coast
Yor,cc

And large-lim d Og he did subdue,
With all Ius over hardy crew 70
For,ce

And to hus Servnt Isrrel,
He gave thar Land thenn to dwell
Tor,cc
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He hath wath a pieeous ey &
Beheld us1n our musery
Yor oc

And freed us from the slavery
Of the mvading emmy
Tor cc

All lnnang creatures he doth feed
And with full hand supplies their need
Tar d¢

Let us therfore warble forth
His mughtv Majesty and worth
For ¢¢

That his mansion hath onhugh
Above the reach of mortall ey
Cor his merciesay endure

Lver fathfull ever sure

The Passion

T
Lre while of Musich and Ethereal mirth
Wherwith the stage of Ayr and Larth did ning
And joy ous news of heav'nly Infants birth
My muse with Angels did divide to sing
But headiong joy tsever onthe wing
In Wintry solstce like the shortn d light
Soon swallow d up in darh and long out living mght

1n

For now to sorrow must I tune my song.
And set my Harpe to notes of saddest wo
Which on our dearest Lord did seasc er ¢ long
Dangers and snares and wrongs and worse then so
Which he for us did freely undergo

Most perfect Heroe try d in heaviest plight
Of labours huge and hard " too hard for human wight

ur
He sov ran Priest stooping hus regall head
That dropt with odorous oil down liss fair ey es
Poor fleshly Tabernacle entered
Hisstarry frontlow rooft beneath the skies

8o

90
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O what a Mask was there, what a disguise!
Yet moze, the stroke of death he must 1bide, 20
Then lies lum meekly down fast by his Brethrens side

v

These latter scenes confine my roving vers,

To this Horizon 1s my Phoebus bound,

His Godlike acts, and his temptattons fierce,

And former sufferings other w here are found,

Loud o're the rest Crenzona’s Trump doth sound,
Me softer awrs befit, and softer strings

Of Lute, or V1ol sull, more apt for mournful things

v

Befriend me mght best Patroness of gnef,
Over the Pole thy thickest mantle throw, 30
And work my flatter d fancy to belief,
That Heav’'n and Earth are colour’d with my wo,
My sorrows are too dark for d1y to know
The leay es should all be black whereon I wnite,
And letters where my tears have washta wanmsh whiee

A%

See sce the Chaniot, and those rushing w heels,

That whirl'd the Prophet up at Chebir flood,

My spinit som transporung Cherub fecls,

To bear me where the Tow ers of Salen stood,

Once glonous Tow ers, now sunh m guildes blood, 40
There doth my soul in holy vision sit

In pensit ¢ trance, and anguish, and ecstanch fir.

A3t

Mine ey e hath found that sad Sepulchral rock
That w1s the Casl ct of Heas 'ns richest store,
And here though grief my feeble hands up-lach,
\ ct on the softned Quarry would Iscore
My pluning versasinely as before,

{or surc so wcll instructed are my tears
That they would fitly fall in order d Characters.

vin

Orshould I thence hurried on viewles wing, 50
Take up a weeping on the Mountuns wilde,

The gentle neighbourhood of grove and spring

Would soon unboosom 1l their Lehoes milde,
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And 1 (for gnef1s easily beguild)
Aight think th smfection of my sorrows foud
Had gota race of mourmers on som pregnans cloud

Ttus Subject tf ¢ Anthor finding 10 be above the yeers be bad wben be
awrote 1t and not] ng sausfi d wath 4. at w.as begim left 8 unf msht

On Time

11y envious Tomre il thou run out thy race
Call on the lazy leaden stepping hours
hose speed 15 but the heavy Plummets pace
And glut thy self with what thy womb devours
Which 15 no more then what it false and vain
And meerly morral dross
So hittle 15 our loss
So hirdde 15 thy gun
Lot when as each thung bad thou hast entomb @
And ast of alt thy greedy self consam d 0
Then long Eterntty shall greet our bliss
Wath an induadual liss
And Joy shall overtake us as2 flood
When every thing that 15 sincerely good
And perfecly dme
With Truth and Peace and Love shall ever shue
About the supreme Throne
Of lum twhose happy mahing sighr alone
W hen ence our heav nly gunded soul shali chme
Then all ths Carthy grosnes quir -0
Attir d with Stars weshall foreversie
Trumphing over Death and Chance and thee O Time

Upon the Circumeision

e flaming Pawers and winged Warnours bright
That erst with Musich and taumphant song
Firscheard by happy watchful Shepherds ear
So sweetly sung your Jov the Clouds along
Through the softsstence of the bist mng night
Now mourn aud if sad share withu €0 bear
Your fiery essence can distill no tear
Burniny oursighs 1nd borrow
Seas wept from our deep orrow
He who with all Heav ns heraldry whileare 10
Enter d the world now bleeds to give us ease
Alas how soon our sin

Sore doth begm



AT A SoLrmN Musick

His Infancy to sease!
O more exceeding love or law more just?
Just lawndeed, but more exceeding love!
For we by nghtfull doom remediles
Were lost in death, ull he that dwelt above
High thron’d in secret bliss, for us frail dust
Lmpuied his glory, ev'n to nakednes,
And that great Cov’nant which we still transgress
Intirely sansfi'd,
And the full wrath beside
Of vengeful Justice bore for our excess,
And seals obedience first with wounding smart
Thus day, but O erelong
Huge pangs and strong

Will pierce more neer his heart

At a Solemn Musick

Blest pair of Sirens, pledges of Heav'ns jo3,
Sphear-born harmonious Sisters, Voice, and Vers,
Wed y our divine sounds, ind mixt pow er employ
Dead things with inbreath’d sense able to prerce,
And to our lugh-rais’d phantasic present,

That undisturbed Song of pure content,

Ay sung before the saphire-colour’d throne

To him that sits theron

With Suntly shout, and solemn Jubily,

Where the bright Seriphim 1n burning row
Therr loud up lifted Angel trumpets blow,

And the Cherubich hostin thousand quires

Touch therr immoreal Harps of golden wires,
With those just Spirits that w car v ictortous Palms,
Hs mns dev out and holy Psalms

Singing cverlstngly,

That we on Carth with undiscording v oice

May nghtly answer that melodious nosse,
Asonce we did, nll dispropornion d sin

Jarr d agaunst natures chime, and with harsh din
Brole the fur musick that all crertures made

Ta their great Lard, whose loy ¢ therr mouon sway'd
In perfect Diaprson, w hilst they stood

In hirst obedience, and their state of good

O may wesoon agun rencw that Song,

And Leep in tune with Hew n, ull God erc long
To his celestial consart us umite,

To Iive wieh lum, and stng 1n endles morn of light

20

10

13
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On Suancserar 1630

What needs my Shalespear for hus honour d Bones
The labour of an age 1n prled Stones

Or that hus hallow d reliques should bie bud

Under a Star )pomung(i yranud?

Dear son of memony great hewr of Fame

W hat need st thou such weah wirnes of thy name?
"Thou 1a our wonder and astorushment

st butle thy self alive Jong Monument

Tor whilst to th shame of slow endeas ourtng ast
Thy easte numbers flow and that each heart w0
1Jath from the lem es of thy umalud Book

Those Delphick hnes with deep rmpression took
Then thou our fancy of 1t seif {;crcnmg

Dost mal € us Marble with too much conceasng
And sa Sepulcher d insuch pomp dosthe

That hungs for such a TomE would wishto die

On the Uni ersity Carreer

who sichn d m the time of fus vacancy bemg forbid to go to
London, by scason of the Plague

1ere hies old Hobson Death hath broke hus gist
And here alas hath Jasd hunisn the dire

Or els the ways beng foul twenty toone

Hes here stuck 1na stough and overthrown
Twassuchashifter thataf truth were known
Death was half glad when he had gothim down

Tor he had any tie this ten yeers full

Dodg d withhim betwixt Combridge and che Bull
Andsurely Death could neverhase presait d

Had not hus weekly cours of carnage fail d 10
But fately finding, hym so Jong at home

And thinking now hus journey s end was come

And that he had tane up his latest Inne

In the lund office of 2 &mmbctlm

Shew d lum his room w here he must Jodge that mght
Pull d off hus Boots and 100l away the hght

1f any ash for ham 1t shall be sed

Heobsow has supt, and s newly gon to bed
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Another on the same

Here lieth one who did most truly prove,

That he could never die w hile he could move,

So hung his destiny never to rot

While he might still jogg on, and Leep his trot,
Made of sphear-metal, never to decay

Unull his revolution was at stay

Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime
'Gainst old tructh) motion number’d out his time
And like 1n Engin mov'd with wheel and waight,
His principles being ceast, he ended strait 10
Rest that grv es all men life, gav e him hus death,

And too much breathing put him out of breath,
Nor were 1t contradiction to affirm

Too long vacation hastned on his term

Meerly to drive the ume away he sichn’d,

Tainted, and died, nor would with Ale be quichn’d,
Nay, quoth he, on lus sw ooning bed out-stretch’d,
If I may not carry, sure Ile ne're be fetch’d,

But vow though the cross Doctors all stood hearers,
For onc Carrier put down to make st bearers 20
Lasc was his chuef discase, and to judge nghe,

He dr'd for heav ines that his Cart went Iight,

His leasure told him that his ttme was com,

And lach of load, made his ife burdensom,

That even to hus last breath (ther be that say t)
Ashe were prest to death, he cry 'd more waight,
But had his doings lasted as they were,

He had bin an immortall Carrier

Obedient to the Moon he spent his date

In cours reciprocal, and had hus fate 30
Lint ¢ to the mutual flowing of the Seas,

Yet (strange to thinl) hus wain was hus increase

His Letters are dehis er’'d all and gon,

Oncly remarns this superscripuon

L’Allegro

Hence loathed Mclancholy

Of Cerberus, and blachest mudnighe born,
In Sty grin Cave forlorn

*Mongst hornd shapes, and shreihs, and sights unholy,
Tind out som uncouth celi,

Where brooding darknes spreads lus jealous wings
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And the mght Raven sings

There under Lbon shades and low bross d Rocl s,

Asraggedasthy Locks
10 darh Commnersar desert ever duelt
But com thou Goddes farr and free
I Heay n ycdeap d Euphrosyne
And by men heare easing Mirth
Whomlovely Venus ataburth
With two sister Graces more
Ta lvy crovwned Bace/ us bore
Or whether (as som Sager sing)

The fralick Wind that breathes the Spang

Zephtr with Aurora plaving
Ashemet heroncea Maying

There on Beds of Violets blew

And fresli blown Roses washtin dew
Fill d her with thee a daupheer fair

So bucksom bilch and debonair
Haste thee nymph and bring with thee
Jest and y outhful Jaltiy

Quips and Cranks and wanton Wiles
Nods and Becks and Wreathed Smles
Such as hang on Hebe s cheeh

And love to Inc in dunple steck

Spart that wnncled Care dendes

And Laughter holding both his sides
Com andtup tasyego

QOn the hight fantastek toe

Andinthy nghrt hand lead with thee,
The Mauntam Nymph sweet Liberty
And if { give thee honour due

Morth admut me of thy crue

To live with her and five with thee
In unreproved pleasures free

To hear the T ark begin hus flaghe,

And smgg startle the dul mght
From his watch towre m the skies

Tl the dappled dswn doth nse

Ther to com n spight of sorrow

And at my window bid good morrow
Through the Sweet Briar or the Vine,
Or the rwasted Eglanune

‘While the Cock with hvely din
Seateers the rear of darknes thin

And to the stach or the Barn dore,
Stoutly struts s Dames before

-0
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Oft list'mng how the Hounds and horn
Chearly rouse the slumbring morn,

From the side of som Hoar Hill,
Through the high wood echoing shrill
Som time walking not unseen

By Hedge-row Llms, on Hillocks green,
Rught agamst the Lastern gate,

Wher the great Sun begins his state, 6o
Rob’d 1n flames, and Amber hght,

The clouds m thousand Liverzes dight
‘While the Plow man neer at hand,
Whistles ore the Furrow’d Land,

And the Milkmaid singeth blithe,

And the Mower whets his sithe,

And every Shepherd tells hus tale

Under the Hawthorn in the dale

Streit mine ey e hath caught new pleasures
Whulst the Lantskip round it measures, 70
Russet Law ns, and Tallows Grav,

Where the nibling flocks do stray,
Mountains on whose barren brest

The labouring clouds do often rest
Meadows trim with Daisies pude,

Shallow Brooks, and Rivers wide

Tow ers, 1nd Battlements 1t sces

Boosom'd high in tufted Trees,

Wher perhaps som beauty hes,

The Cy nosure of neighbouring ey es So
Hard by, 1 Cottage chumney smokes,
From betw it two aged Oles,

Where Cory don and Thy rsis met,

Arec 1t their savory dinner set

Of Hearbs, and other Country Messes,
Which the neat-handed Phillis dresses,
And then 1n haste her Bowre sheleaves,
With Thestyls to bind the Sheaves,

Or if the carlier season lead

To the tann'd Hay cocl in the Mead, 90
Som tunes with sccure dehighe

The up Ind Himlets will imte,
Whenthe mcr? Bells ring round,

And the jocond rebecks sound

To many 2 youth, ind many 1 mad,
Dancing i the Chequer d shade,

And y oung 1nd old com forth to pl1y

On a Sunshunc Holyday,
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Till the leve long day light fail

Then to the Spicy Nut brown Ale

With storics told of many a fear,

How T'zery Mab the junhecs eat

She was pinchr and puli dshe sed

And he by T'niars Lancharn led

Tells how the drudping Goblm swet

To ern hus Cream bowle duly set

‘When tn one mght ere ghmps of mom

His shadowy Thale hath thresh d the Corn

That ten day labourers could not end

‘Then hes lnm down the Lubbar Fend

And strerch d out afl the Chimney s length

Basks at the fire hus hairy strengeh

And Crop-full out of dores he fings

Lre the first Cock hus Matun rings

Thus don the Tales o bed they creep

By wluspermg Windes soon tull d asteep
mvredP Cruses please vs then

And the busic humm of men

‘Where throngs of hmghts and Barons bold

In weeds of Peace high triumphs hold

‘Worh store of Ladies whose bright eres

Rain mflueace and judge the prisc

Of Wir or Arms while both contend

To winker Grace whom all commend

There ler Hymren ofc appear

In Saffron robe with Taper clear

And pomp and feast and revelry

With mash and antique Pageantry

Such sighits as § outhtull Pocts dream

On Semmer eeves by haunted stream

“Then to the well trad stage anon

3f Jonsoris learned Socl be on

QOr sueetest Shakespear fancaes chlde

Warble hus native Wood notes wilde

And ever agamst cating Cares

Lap me 1 soft Lydum Awres

Marned 1o 1mmortal verse

Such as the meenng soul may pierce

Innotes with many a winding bout

Of Iincked sw eetnes long drawn out

With wanton heed and giddy cunming

‘The metung voice through mazes ranntg

Untwistang all the chans that ty

‘The fudden sout of harmony
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That Orpheus self my heave his head

Trom golden stumberon 4 bed

Of heapt Ll sian flow res, and hear

Such streins 1s would have won the ear

Of Pluto, to have quite set free

Hishalf regun’d Eurydice 150
These delights, if thou canst give,

Mirth with thee, Imeantoline

Il Penseroso

Hence vun deluding joves,
The brood of folly without father bred,
How httle you bested,
Or fill the fixed mund with all y our toy s,
Dwell in som idle brain,
And fancies fond with gaudy shapes possess,
As thick and numberless
As the gay motes that people the Sun Beams,
Or likest hovering dreams
The fickle Pensioners of AMorpheus train. 10
But hail thou Goddes, sage and holy,
Hail divinest Melancholy,
Whose Suntly visage 1s too bright
To hit the Sense of human sight,
And therfore to our weakler view,
Ore laid with black staid Wisdoms hue
Blacl,, but such 1s1n esteem,
Prince Alenmons sister mught beseem,
Or that Starr’d Lthiope Queen that strove
To set her beauties prasse above 20
The Sea Nymphs, and their pow ers offended
Yet thou art higher far descended,
Thee bright-hair'd Vesta long of yore,
To solitary Saturn bore,
His daughter she (in Saturns raign,
Such mixture was not held a stain)
Oft 1n ghmmering Bowres, and glades
He met her, and 1 secret shades
Of woody Ida’s mmost grove,
While yet there was no fear of Jove 30
Com pensive Nun, devout and pure,
Sober, stedfast, and demure,
Allin a robe of darkest gram,
Tlowing with majesticl train,
A
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Qrser thy decent shoulders drawn
Cote but heep thy wonted state
With cov a step and musing gate
And looks commescing with the shses
Thy rapt soul sitting wn thine ey es
There held in holy passion stif
Forges thy self to Marbie ull
With a sad Leaden dow nward cast
Thou fix them on the earth as fast
Andyoya with thee calm Peace and Quuet
Spare Fast st oft with gods doth dier
And hears the Musesm a ning

Ay round about Jo ¢s Altar sing

And adde to these renred Leasure
“That sn erim Gardens tahes hus pleasure
But first and chscfest wath thee brng
Him that y un sosrs on golden wing
Cuiding the fiery wheeled throne
The Cherub Contemplarson

And the mute Silence hust along

Less Plnlornel «ill dagn 2 Song
Inhersweetest saddest phght
Smaathng the rugged brow of might
While Cynzhia chechs her Dragon ohe
Gently o re th accustom d Ohe
Sw eet Bird thar shunn st the noisc of folly
Most musicall most melancholy !

Thee Chauntress oft the Woods among
Fwoo to hear thy ceven Song

And missmg thee I walk unscen

On the dry smooth shaven Green

To behold the wandning Aoon

Ruding neer her laghest noon

Like one that had bin led astray
Thmu’gh the Heav ns wide pathles way
And oft 233 her head shebew d
Stooptng thmufh 2 fieecy cloud

Oft on 2 Plat of xng gronnd

Thear the far off Courfen sound

Over som wide water d shoar
Swingsng slow with sullen roar

Orif the Ayr wil not pesmit

Som sull removed place will fir

‘Where glowing Embers through the room
Teach ight to counterfeit a gloom

Far from all resort of msrth
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Save the Cricl et on the hearth,

Or the Belmans drousie charm,

To bless the dores from mghtly harm
Orletmy Lampac mxdmght hour,

Be seen 1 som high lonely Towr,
Where Imay oft out-warch the Bear,
With thrice great Hermes, ar unspheir
The spirit of Plato to unfold

What Worlds, or what vast Regions hold
The immortal mind that hath forsook
Her mansion 1n this fieshly nool.

And of those Demons that are found

In fire, ar, flood, or under ground,
Whose pow er hath a true consent
With Planet, or with Clement

Som time let Gorgeous Tragedy

In Scepter’d Pall com sw ecping by,
Presenung Thebs, or Pelops Iine,

Or the tale of Troy divine

Or what (though rare) of later age,
Lnnobled hath the Buskind stage

But, O sad Virgn, that thy power
Might raise Museus from his bower,
Or bid the soul of Orpheus sing

Such notes as warbled to the string,
Drew Iron tears down Pluto’s cheel,,
And made Hell grant what Love did seek
Or call up him that left half told

The story of Canibuscan bold,

Of Camball, and of Algarsife,

And who had Canace to wife,

That own’d the vertuous Ring and Glass,
And of the wondrous Hors of Brass,
On which the Tartar King did ride,
And f oughe els, great Bards beside,

In sage and solemn tunes have sung,

Of Turneys and of Trophies hung,

Of Forests, and inchantments drear,
‘Where more 1s meant then meets the ear
Thus mght oft see me 1 thy pale career,
Tl envib-surted Morn appeer,

Not trickt and frounc’t as she was wont,
With the Attick Boy to hunt,

But Cherchef’tina comly Cloud,
‘While rocking Winds are Piping loud,
Or usher’d with a shower still,
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When the gust hath blown his fill
Tnding on the russing Leaves

‘Wath minute drops from off the Caves
And when the Sun begins to fling

His flaning beams me Goddes bring
To arched walks of twihght groves
And shadows brown that Syfan loves
Of Pinc or monumental Oake

Where the rude Ax with heaved strake
Whas never heard the Ny mphs to daunt
Or fright them from their hallow d haunt.
There n close covert by som Brook
‘Where no profaner ¢ e may ook
Hide me from Day s gansh eie

Wiile chie Bee with Honed thie

That at her flowry work doth sing
And the Waters murmunng

With such consort as thcy keep

Lance the dewy feather'd Sleep

And let som strange my sterious dream
Wave at his Wings in Airy stream

Of Inely portrature display d

Softly on my eyc hds lad

And as [ wal e sweet musich breath
Above about or underneath

Sent by som spinit to mortals good

Or th unseen Genius of the Wood
Butlet my due feet never fanl

To wall the studious Cloy sters pale
And love the high embow ed Roof
‘With anuch Pillars massy proof

And storied Windows nichly dight
Casting a dimm religious light

There let the peahng Organ blow

To the full vorc d Quire below
InService hugh and Antherus cleer

As may with sweetnes through mine ear
Dissolve me into extasies

And bring all Heav n before mune eyes
And may at Jast my weary ape

Find out the peacefull hernurage
TheHairy Gownand Maossy Cell
Where I may sit and nighudy speil

Of every Star that Heav n doth shew
Aad every Herb that sips the dew
Nali old experience do attan
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ARcADES

To somthing like Prophetic stram
These pleasures Melancholy give,
And I wath thee will choose to live

Arcades

Part of an enterramment presented to the Countess Dow ager of Darby
at Hareficld, by som Noble persons of her Family who 1ppear on the
Scenc 1n pastoral habit moving toward the sear of State with this
Song

1 SONG

Look Nymphs, and Shepherds lool,
What sudden blaze of mayjesty
Is that which we from hence descry
Too divine to be mistook

Thus this 1s she
To whom our vows and wishes bend,
Heer our solemn search hath end

Fame that her hugh worth to rase,
Seem’d erst so lavish and profuse,
We may justly now accuse 10
Of detraction from her prasse,
Less then half we find exprest,
Envy bid conceal the rest

Mark what radiant state she spreds,
In circle round her shining throne,
Shooting her beams like silver threds,
Thus this 1s she alone,

Sitting like a2 Goddes bright,

In the center of her light

Might she the wise Latona be,
Or the towred Cybele, 20
Mother of a hunderd gods,
Juno dare’s not give her odds,
Who had thought this clime had held
A desty so unparalel’'d?
As they com forward the genus of the Wood appears and turning to-
ward them speaks
Gen Stay gentle Swains, for though n this disgusse,
I see bright honour sparkle through your eyes,
Of famous Arcady ye are, and sprung
Of that renowned flood, so often sung,
Divine Alpheus, who by secret sluse, 30

25
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Stale under Seas to meet hus drethuse

And ) e the breathing Roses of the Wood

Fatr sitver bus! nd Nymphs as fgmt and good
Thnow this quest of yours and free intent
Was ail 1n honour and devonon ment

To the great Mistres of y on princely shnne
Whom withlow reverence L adore as mme
And sith all helpful service will comply

To further this mighes glad solemmity

Andlead ye where y ¢ may more neer behold
What shalfow searching Fame hath lefe untold
Which I full oft amidst these shades alone
Has ¢ sate to wonder at and gaze upon

Yor ! now by lot from Jore Tam the powr

Of this fair Wood and byvesn Oak nbowr

“To nurse the Saplings tall and curl the grove
Wah Ringlets quame and wanton windings wove.
And all my Plants 1 save from mghtly il

Of nossomi winds and blasung vapours chill
And from the Boughs brush off the evil dew
And heat the harms of thwarting thunder blew
QOr what the cross dire foohiag Planer sites
Or hurtfull Worm with canher d venom bites
When Lev mng gray doth nise I fetch my round
Over the mount and afl this hallow, d ground
And early ere the odorous breath of morn
Awakes the stumbring Jeaves or tasseld horn
Shal es chie tugh thicket haste Lall sbour
Number my ranks and visit every sprout
With prussant words and murmurs made to bless
But els i1 deep of myght when drowsmes

Hoath focht wp morrai sense then fisten [

To the celestial Strens harmony

That sic upon the mune enfolded Sphears

And sing to those that hold the vatal shears

And turn the Adamantine spindie round

On which the fate of gods and men 1s wound
Such sw eet compulsion doth m musich Iy

To lul} the daugliters of Necessiry

And] ecp unsteddy Nature to her faw

And the low world i measur d monon draw
Afcer the heavenly rune which none can hear
Of human mould with grossc unpurged ear
And yee such mustiel worthiest were to blaze
The peerles haght of hier immortal praise
Whose Justre leads us and for her most fir,
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If my 1nferor hand or voice could hie

Immutable sounds, yet1s we go,

Whar ere the shill of lesser gods can show,

I will assav, her worth to celebrate, 8o
And so atrend y ¢ toward her ghitering state,

YWhere y e may ali that are of noble stemm

Approach, ind hiss her sacred vestures hemm

2 SONG

Q're the smooth cnameld green
‘Where no print of step hath been,
Tollow me 15 1sing,
And touch the warbled string
Under the shady roof
Of branching Elm Star-proof,
Tollow me, 90
I will bring y ou where she sits
Clad i splendor as befits
Her dewy
Such a rural Quecn
All A cadia hath not seen

3 SONG

Nymphs and Shepherds dance no more
By sandy Ladons Liled banks
On old Lycceus or Cyllene hoar,
Trip no more in twilight ranks,
Though L2 yzmunth your loss deplore, 100
A better soyl shall give ye thanks
Trom the stony Menalus,
Bring y our Flocks, and ive with us,
Here y e shall have greater grace,
To serve the Lady of thus place
Though Syrmx your Pans Mistres were,
Yet Syrmx well might wait on her
Such a rural Queen
All Arcadia hath not seen

Lycidas

In this Monody the Author bewals a learned I'mend unfortunatly
drown d 1n his Passage from Chester on the Irish Seas 16,7 And by
occasion foretelstherune of our corrupted Clergy then mtheir height.

Yet once more, O ye Laurels, ind once more
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Stole under Seas to mect hus Arethuse

And y ¢ the breathing Raoses of the Wood

Tarr sthex bushind Nymphs as great and good
1Lnow this quest of yours and free meent
Was all in honowr and devonon ment

To the great Mistres of y on princely shrne
Whom with low reverence fadoreas mine
And with all helpful sery sce wall comply

To farther this mghts glad sclemnany

And lesd y e where ve may more neer biehold
What shaltow searching Fare hath left untotd
Which 1 fusll oft andst these shades slone
H e sate ro wonder ax and gaze upon

For know by ot from Joze Tam the ponr

Of thus far Wood and inem Oak nbowr

“To nurse she Saphings tall and cusd the grose
With Ringlets quaint and wanton windings nove
And alt my Plants I'saxe from mighely i

Qf notsers winds and blasting vapaurs chull
And from the Boughs brush off the evi dew
And heal the harms of thwarnng thunder blew
Or what the cross dire foolang Planet smutes,
Or burtfulf Worm with canler d venom bies
When Eev ning gray doth nse I ferch my round
Orer the mount and atl thus hallow d ground
And early ere the odorous breath of morn
Awahes the shumbring leaves or tasseld horn
Shahes the lagh thichet haste Lall abour
Number my #anks and ust every sprout
With putssant words and murmurs made to bless,
Bur els m deep of mght whea drowsines

Hath lockt up mortal sense then bisten

To the celesuial Si7ens harmony

That stc upon the nine enfolded Sphears

And sing to those that hold the vital shears
And turn the Adarmntine spandle round

On which the fate of gods and men s wound
Buch swect cormpulsion doth i musich by

“To Iull the daughters of Necesaty

And Leep unsteddy Nature to her law

And the Jow world m measur d motion draw
After the heavenly rone winch none can hear
Of human mould with grosse unpurged ear
And yet such musich worthiest were to blaze
The peerles height of fier immareal prase,
Whose fustre leads us and for her meost fit,
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‘Where were ye Nymphs when the remorseless deep

Clos'd o're the head of your lov’d Lycidas?
For neither were ye playing on the steep,
Where y our old Bards, the famous Drunds ly,
Nor on the shaggy top of Alona lugh,
Nor yet where Deva spreads her wisard stream
Ay me, I fondly dream’
Had y e bin there—for w hat could that have don?®
What could the Muse her self that Orpheus bore,
The Muse her self, for her imnchanung son
Whoem Unersal nature did lament,
‘When by the rout that made the hideous roar,
His goary visage down the stream was sent,
Down the swift Hebrus to the Lesbian shore
Alas' What boots 1t with uncessant care
To tend the homely shighted Shepherds trade,
And strictly medirate the thanhles Muse,
‘Were 1t not better don s others use,
To sport with Azaryllis m the shade,
Or with the tangles of Neera’s hair?
Fame 1s the spur that the clear spirit doth raise
(That last infirmity of Noble mind)
To scorn delights, and live laborious dayes,
But the fair Guerdon when we hope to find,
And think to burst out into sudden blaze,
Comes the blind I'ury wath th’abhorred shears,
And shts the thin spun hife But not the prasse,
Pheebus repl’d, and touch’d my trembling ears,
Tarmne 1s no plant that grows on mortal soil,
Nor 1n the glhstering foil
Set off to th’world, nor 1n broad rumour hes,
But hives and spreds aloft by those pure ey es,
And perfet witnes of 4ll judging Jove,
As he pronounces lastly on each deed,
Of so much fame 1 Heav’n expect thy meed
O Fountain Arethuse, and thou honour’d floud,
Smooth-shding AMfimeius, crown’d with vocall reeds,
That strain I heard was of a higher mood
But now my Oate proceeds,
And listens to the Herald of the Sea
That came 1n Neptune’s plea,
He ask’d the Waves, and asl’d the Fellon winds,
‘What hard mishap hath doom d this gentle swain?
And question d every gust of rugged wings
That blows from off each beahed Promontory,
They knew not of his story,
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And sage Hippotades their answ er brings
‘That not a blast was from hus dungeon stray d
“The Ayr was calm and on the level brine
Steeh Partope with all her sisters play d
Tt was that fatall and perfidious Bark 100
Built in th eclipse and ngg d with curses dark
Thar sunk so low that sacred head of thine

Next Cames reverend Sire went footing slow
His Mantle hairy_and lus Bonnet sedge
Inw rought with figures dim and on the edge
Like to that sanguine flow er snsenb d with woe
Ah Who hath reft (quoth he} my dearest pledge®
Last came and last dx% go
The Pilot of the Gaftiean lake
Two massv Keyes he bore of metals twam 1o
(The Golden opes the [ron shuts amain)
He shook his Miter d locks and stern bespake
How well could T have spar d for thee young swam,
Anow of such as for therr bellies sahe
Creep and ntrude and chimb mto the fold?
Of other care they luttle rech ning make
Then how to scramble at the shearers feast
And shove away the worthy bidden guest
Blind mouthes! that scarce themsely es hnow haw to hold
A Sheep hool orhavelearn d ought els the least 120
That to the faithfull Herdmans art belongs?
What recks 1t them? What need they ® They are sped
And when they hist thewr fean and feash\ songs
Grate on their serannel Pipes of wretched strav
The hungry Sheep look up and are not fed
But swola with wind and the rant mist they draw
Rot mwardly and foul contagion spread
Bestdes what the grim W oolf with privy paw
Dwly devours apace and nothung sed
But thattwo handed engine ot the door 130
Stands ready to smite once and smute no mote

Return Aipheus the dread voice 1s past
That shrunl thy strewms Return Ssesfnmn Muse
And call the Vales and bid them hither casc
‘Therr Bels and Flourets of a thousand hucs
Ye valieys fow where the mufde whispers use
Of shades and wanton winds and gushing brooks
On whose fresh lap the swart Star sparely looks
Throw luther all y our quame enameld ey es
That on the green terf suck the honted showres 140
And purple all the ground with vernal flowres
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Bring the rathe Primrose that forsalen dies
The tufted Crow-toe, and pale Gessamne,
The white Pinl, and the Panste freakt wath jeat,
The glowing Violet
The Mush-10se, and the well atur'd Woodbine
With Cowslips wan that hang the pensiv e hed,
And every flower that sad embroidery wears
Bid Anaranthus all his beauty shed,
And Daffadilltes fill their cups with tears, 150
To strew the Laureat Herse where Lycid hes
For so tointerpose a ittJe ease,
Let our frail thoughts dally with false surmise
Ay me! Whilst thee the shores, and sounding Seas
Wash far 1way, where ere thy bones are hurld,
Whether beyond the stormy Hebrides,
Where thou perhaps under the whelming ude
\ 151t st the bottom of the monstrous world,
Or whether thou to our moist vows deny’d,
Sleep’st by the fable of Bellerus old, 160
Where the great vision of the guarded Mount
Looks toward Namancos and Bayona’s hold,
Look homeward Angel now, and melt with ruth
And, Oy e Dolphimns, waft the haples y outh
Weep no more, woful Shepherds weep no more,
Fo1 Lyeidas y our sorrow 1s not dead,
Sunk though he be beneath the watry floar,
So sinl s the day-star in the Ocean bed,
And yet anon repairs his drooping head,
And tricl s his beams, and with new spangled Ore, 170
Flames 1 the forehead of the morning sky
So Lycidas sunk low, but mounted high,
Through the dear nught of hum that wall. d the waves
Where other groves, and other streams along,
With Nectm pure his oozy Lock’s he laves,
And hears the unexpresstve nuptill Song,
In the blest Kingdoms meeh of jov and love
There entertain him all the Saints 1bove,
In solemn troops, and sw cet Socicties
That sing, and singing 1n their glory move, 180
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes
Now Lycidas the Shepherds weep no more,
Hence forth thou art the Genus of the shore,
In thy large recompense, and shalt be good
To all that wander 1n that penlous flood
Thus sang the uncouth Swamn to th’Okes and nlls,
‘While the still morn went out with Sandals gray,

31

-



MiscrLLANEOUS Porns

He touch d the tender stops of various Quulls
With cager thought warbling hus Dorsck lay
And now the Sun had stretch d out all the hills
And now was dropt mto the Western bay
Atlast he rose and twitch d hus Mantle blew
To morrow to fresh \Woods and Pastures new

190



COMUS

A MASK Presextep at LUDLOW-Castle,
1634 &¢

The Persons

The attendant Spinit aftervwards  The Lady
i the habit of Thyrsis t Brother 2 Brother
Comus wath hus crew Sabrina the Nymph.,

The chesf persons wwhich presented, «.ere
The Lord Bracly
Mr Thomas Egerton his Brother,
The Lady Alice Egerton

The first Scene discovers a wilde WWood
The attendant Spirst descends or enters

BEFORE the starry threshold of Joves Court

My manston 15, where those immortal shapes

Of bright aereal Spirits hiv e insphear’d

In Regions milde of calm and serene Ayr,

Abov e the smoak and strr of this dim spot,

‘Which men call Earth, and with low -thoughted care

Confin'd, and pester’d i this pin-fold here,

Stnive to heep up a frail, and Feay enish being

Unmundfull of the crown that Vertue gives

After this mortal change, to her true Servants

Amongst the enthron’d gods on Santed seats

Yet som there be that by due steps aspire

To lay their just hands on that Golden Key

That ope s the Palace of Etermity

To such my errand 15, and but for such

I would not soil these pure Ambrosial weeds,

‘With the rank vapours of this Sin-worn mould
But to my tash = Neprune besides the sway

Of every salt Flood, and each ebbing Stream,

Tool. i by lot "twixt hugh, and neather Jove,

Impenal rule of all the Sea-girt Tles

That like to rich, and various gemms inlay

The unadorned boosom of the Deep,

Which he to grace his tributary gods

By course comumuts to set crall government,
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And gives them Jeas e to w ear their Stphire crow ns
And weild ther hntle tndents but this Ife
The greatest and the best of alt the mam
He quarters to his blu hair d detties
And ll thus tract that fronts the falling Sun 30
A noble Peer of mickle trust and power
Has in hus charge with temper d awe to guide
Anold and haughty Nation proud in Arms
Vhere tus fair off spring nurs t1n Princely lore
Are commg to attend therr Fthers state
And new entrusted Scepter but cheir way
Lies through the perplex t pachs of this dre1r Wood
The noddimg horror of whose shady brows
Threats the forlorn and wandring Passinger
And herc their tender age might suffer penil 40
But thar by quick command from Soveran Jo e
1 vias disparchr for therr defence and guard
And listen why for Tulltell ye now
What never y et was heard tn Tale or Song.
From old or modern Bard 1n Hall or Bowr
Brecl us that first from out the purple Grape
Crush t the sw eet poyson of mis used Wine
Afrer the Tuscn Manners transform d
Coasting the T'yrrhene shore as the winds histed
On Crrces Iland fell (who knows not Ciree 50
The drghter of the Sun® Whose chirmed Cup
Whoever tasted lost hus upnght shape
And downward fell into a groveling Swme)
This Nvmph that gaz d upon hss clustring locks
Viith Ivy berries wreath d and his blithe 3 outh
Had by hum ere he parted thence a Son
Much Il ¢ his Father but hus Mother more
Whom therfore she brought up and Cornres nam d
Who nipe and frolick of hus full grown age
Roaving the Celtrek and Iberin fields Go
At last betahes him to this ominous Wood
Andin thiel shelter of black shrdes imbowr d
Excells his Mother at her mighty Are
Offring to every weary Trasaler
His orient hiquor 1n 2 Cry stal Glasse
To quench the drouth of Pharbus which as they taste
(For most do taste through fond intemperate thsrst)
Soon as the Potron works their hurnan count nance
Th express resemblance of the gods 1s chang d
Into som brutish form of Woolf or Bear 70
Or Ounce or Tiger Hog or bearded Goat
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All other parts remaimng as they were,

And they, so perfect 1s their misery,

Not once percen ¢ their foul disfigurement,

But boast themselv es more comely then before

And all therr friends, and natv e home forget

To roule with pleasure in a sensual sue

Therfore when any favour’d of hugh Jo.e,

Chances to pass through thus ads entrous glade,

Swift as the Sparkle of a glancing Star, §o

I'shoot from Heas 'n to give him safe convov,

Asnow Ido But first I must put off

These my shte robes spun out of fris Wooff,

And take the Weeds and likenes of 1 Swain,

That to the service of this house belongs,

Who with his soft Pipe, and smooth-ditued Song,

‘Well knows to sull the wilde winds when they roar,

And hush the waving Woods, nor of lesse faith,

And n this office of his Mountain watch,

Likeliest, and neerest to the present a3y d 90

Of this occasion But I hear the tread

Of hatefull steps, I must be viewles now

Comus enters with a Charnmng Rod 1n one band, bis Glass i the other,

awith b a rout of Monsters, beadet like sundry sorts of avilde Beasts,
but other wise like Men and YW omen, thesr Apparel ghistring, they com
i making a riotous and unruly noue, with Torches i thetr bands

Comus The Star that bids the Shepherd fold,

Now the top of Heav’n doth hold,

And the gilded Car of Day,

His glowing Axle doth allay

In the steep Atlantick stream,

And the slope Sun his upward beam

Shoots against the dushy Pale,

Pacing toward the other gole 100

Of his Chamber in the East.

Mean while welcom Joy, and Feast,

Midmght shout, and revelry,

Tipsie dance, and Jollity

Braid your Locks with rosie Twine

Dropping odouts, dropping Wine

Rigor now 1s gon to bed,

And Advice with scrupulous head,

Strct Age, and sowre Seventy,

‘With their grave Saws in slumber Iy 110

‘We that are of purer fire

Imitate the Starry Quure,

Who 1n their mghtly warchfull Sphears,
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Lead i swaft round the Months and Y ears
The Sounds and Seas with all ther finny drove
Now to the Moon 1 warering Morrice move,
And on the Tawny Sands and Shelses
Trp the pert Fairies and the dapper Elves
_Br} dimpled Brool and Fountain brim
he Wood Nymphs deche with Darstes tm 120
Therr merry wakes and pastimes Leep
1Vhat hath mighe to do with sleep »
Nighe hath better sweets to prove
Vems now wales and wakns Love
Com let us our nghts begin,
Tis onely day hght chat makes Sm
W hich these dun shades will ne re report
Hail Goddesse of Nocturnal sport
Dark vald Cotyrto t whom the seeret flame
Of mid mght Torches burns my stertous Dame 130
That nereartcall d buty hen the Dragon woom
Ot 5ty gan darknes spets her thickest gloom,
And males one blot of all the ayr
Stay thy cloudy Ebon char
W Jierin thou nd st with Hecar and befriend
Usthy vow dPriests vl utmost end
Of all thy dues be done and none left oue
Ere the blabbing, Eastern scout
The ntce Morn on th Indiun steep
From her cabin d loop hole peep 140
And to the tel tale Sun discry
Our conceal d Solemnity
Com, kate hands 20d beat the ground,
In 2 hght tantastucl round

/e Measure

Break off break off 1 feel the different pace

Of som chast fooung acer about this  round

Run to y our shrouds within these Bral es and Trees
Qur number may affright Som Virgn sure

(For so T can disunguish by mmne Art)

Berughted an these Woods Now to mv charms 150
And'to my wily trans Ishall e re long

Be well stoch t with as fair 2 herd as graz d

About my Mother Crree Thus 1 hurl

Mg dazling Spelis into the spungy ayr

Ot pawer to cheat the eye with blear illuston

And grve st false presentments lest the place

And mv quaint habits breed astonshment,



Comus 37

And put the Damse] to suspicious flight,

‘Which must not be, for that's agunst my course,
T'under fair pretence of friendly ends, 160
And well plac’t words of glozing courtesie
Baited wich reasons not unplausible

‘Wind me into the easte-hearted man,

And hugg him into snares When once her eye
Hath met the s ertue of this Magick dust,

I'shall appear som harmles Villager

Whom thnft keeps up about hus Country gear,
But here she comces, T fairly step aside,

And hearhen, 1f I may, her busines here

The Lady enters

This way the nose was, if mune ear be true, 770
Ay best gurde now, me thought it was the sound

Of Riot, and 1ll manag’d Merrimens,

Such as the jocond Flute, or gamesom Pipe

Surs up among the loose unleter’d Hinds,

When for their teeming Flochs, and granges full

In wanton dance they praise the bountcous Pan,

And thanl the gods amiss I should be loath

To meet the rudenesse, and swill’d insolence

Of such late Wassailers, yet O where els

Shall I snform my unacquainted feet 180
In the blind mazes of this tangl’'d Wood?

My Brothers when they saw me wearied out

With this long way, resolving here to Jodge

Under the spreading favour of these Pines,

Stept as they se’d to the next Thichet side

To bring me Bernes, or such cooling frmit

As the kind hospitable Woods provide

They left me then, when the gray-hooded Eev’n

Like a sad Votarist in Palmers weed

Rose from the hindmost wheels of Phaebus wain 190
But where they ate, and why they came not back,

Is now the labour of my thoughts, "tis Iikeliest

They had ingag’d their wandring steps too far,

And envious darknes, €’re they could return,

Had stole them from me, els O theevish Night

Why shouldst thou, but for som fellomous end,

In thy dark lantern thus close up the Stars,

That nature hung 1n Heav'n, and fill'd thewr Lamps

With everlasting o1l, to give due hight

To the misled and lonely Travailer? 200
This 1s the place, as well as I may guess,
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Whence ees 6 now the tumult of Joud Mirth
Was nfe and perfetinm list unz ear

et nought but single darknes do I find

What mught this be A thousand fon.astes

Begin ro throng into my memon

Ofm]lxng shapes, and bechming shadows dire,
And a1 tongues, that sy llable mens names

On Sands, and Shoars and desert Wildemesses.
These thoughts may <tartde well butnot stound -0
‘The vertuous tmnd that ever walls sttended

Bu a strong siding champion Conscience —

O welcom pure-ev d Faith white handed Hope,
Thou hosenng Angel eure with golden wings,
And thou unblenush t form of Chastiry

Isee ve visthiy and now belecve

That he, the Supreme good 1 whom all thimgs 1l
Are but as slavish officers of sengeance,

W ould send a ghstring Guardian if need were

To heep my life and honour unassatl d. 0
Vi as [ decerv d, or did 2 sable cloud

Turn forth her sth er iming on the mght?

1 did not err there does a sable cloud

Turn forth her siher lning on the mghr,

And casts 2 gleam os er ths tufred Grove.

1 cannot hallow ro my Brothers, but

Such norse 2s I can mahe to be heard farthest

Hle venter for mv new enln nd spints

Psomptme and they perhaps are ot far off

SONG
S.eet Echo sueetest \ymphtl atle scunseen
Walmthbyary sfell
By sle. Neander s margent green
And m tl e siolet nubrowderd  ale
Wieretlelore lorn Nigl tingale
Naghily to 1] ee 1 er sad Song mourne*l z.ell
Canst 11 on not tell e of a gemle Pair
That likest thy \arcissus are?
Ot tlouhr ¢
Hud them m som flory Ce e
Tell me but _here
Sweet Queen of Parly Daugl ter of 1} eSplesr
So maist thox be translated to t] e skies
And gt eresounding gracetoall Hea  ns Harmones
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Breath such Divine inchanting ravishment?

Surc somthing holy lodges 1n that brest,

And with these raptures moves the v ocal ur

To testifie his hidd’n 1estdence,

How sweetly did they float upon the wings

Of silence, through the emptv-v1ulted mghe 250
At every fall smoothing the Raven doune

Of darknes tll it smul'd Thave oft heard

My mother Ciree with the Sirens three,

Amd’st the flowry-1 irtl'd Naades

Culling their Potent hearbs, and balefull drugs,

‘Who as thev sung, would take the prison’d soul,

And lap 1t m Elysium, Scylla wept,

And chud her barking waves into 1ttention,

And fell Charybdis murmur d soft applause

Yet they m pleasing slumber lull’d the sense, 260
And 1 sw cet madnes rob’d it of 1t self,

But such a sicred, and home-felt delight,

Such sober certamnty of waking bliss

I'never heard tll now Ilespeik to her

And she shall be my Queen Haul forren wonder

‘Whom certain these rough shades did never breed
Unlesse the Goddes that 1n rurall shrine

Dvvell’st here with Pan, or Silvan, by blest Song
Forbrdding every bleak unlundly Fog

To touch the prosperons growth of this tall Wood 270
La Nay gentle Shepherd 1ll 15 lost that praise

That 1s addrest to unattending Ears,

Not any boast of shill, but extreme shift

How to regain my sever d company

Compell’d me to awale the courteous Echo

To give me answer from her mosste Couch

Co What chance good Lady hath bereft y ou thus?

La Dim darknes, and this letvy Labyrmth

Co Could that divide you from neet-ushering guides®

La They left me weary ona grasste terf 280
Co By falshood, or discourteste, or why?

La To seek r'th vally som cool fniendly Spring

Co Andleft your fair side all unguarded Lady?®

La They were but twain, and purpos’d quick 1cturn

Co Perhaps fore-stalling night prevented them

La How easie my rusfortune 1s to hit!

Co Imports their loss, beside the present necd?

La No less then if I should my brothers loose

Co Were they of manly prime, or youthful bloom?

La As smooth as Hebe’s their unrazor d hps 290

3]
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Co Two such I saw what tme the labour d Oxe

1n hus loose traces from the furrow came

And the swinh £ hedger at us Supper sate

1sav them undes a green manthng vine

That crawls along the side of y on small bl

Pluching ripe clusters from the tender shoots

Thete port was more then human as they stood

1 took it for a foery vision

Of som gay creatures of the element

That m the colours of the Ranbow hve

And play 1th phghted clouds T was aw strook

AndasIpast 1worshipe if those y ou sech

It were a journey like the path to Hea n,

To help you find them La Gentle ssllager

Wha seadiest way would bring me to that place?

Co Due west 1t r1ses from this shrubby point

La To find out that good Shepherd Tsuppose

In such a scant allowance of Star hght

Would overtash the best Land Prlats are

Wichout the sure guess of well practiz d feet

Co [hnow cach lane and every alley green

Dingle or bushy dell of this watde Wood

And every bosky bourn from side to side

My daily walks and ancient ner, hbourhood

And if your stray atrendance be 1 et lodg d

Or shroud withtn these liuts 1 shall hnow

Tre morrow wake or the low soosted last

From her thatch t pallat rewse 1f otherwise

I canconduct you Lady toajow

But loy al cottage where y ou mav be safe

Tkl further quest La Shepherd [ tale thy word

And trust thy honest offer d courteste

Which oft 15 sooner found 1aloy v sheds

With smoahy rafters then in vapstry Halls

Ana Courts ot Princes where 1t first was nam d

And yet s rost pretended Ina place

Less warranted then thts or less secure

1 cannot be thar 1 should fear to change st

Eie me blest Providence and square my trall

To my proportion d strength hepherd lead on —

The Two Brothe s

Eid Bro Unmuffle ye faint sta

g;l;aor w gnm‘(a Iow.c) the tray mlr:rsaggntx[z‘oo: e
p thy pale visage throuy

And dxsmh}zxt Cha%r, that gi:gzz ;r:!i:cr cloud

Moon
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In double night of darknes, and of shades,

Or 1f y our mfluence be quite damm’d up

With black usurping mists, som gentle taper

Though a rush Candle from the wicker hole

Of som clay habiation visit us

With thy long levell’d rule of streanmng hght, 340
And thou shalt be our star of Arcady,

Or Ty71an Cynosure 2 Bro Orif our eyes

Be barr’d that happines, might we but hear

The folded flocks pen’d mn thewr watled cotes,

Or sound of pastoral reed with oaten Stops,

Or whstle from the Lodge, or village coch

Count the nught watches to his feathery Dames,
"T'would be som solace yet, som hittle cheaning

In this close dungeon of mnumerous bow es

But O that haples virgin our lost sister 350
‘Where may she wander now, whether betal ¢ her

From the chull dew, amongst rude burrs and thistles?
Perhaps som cold bank 1s her boulster now

Or "gamnst the rugged bark of som broad Elm

Leans her unpillow’d head fraught with sad fears

‘What 1f 1n wild amazement, and affnight,

Or while we speah within the direfull grasp

Of Savage hunger, or of Savage heat™

Eld Bro Peace brother, be not over-exquisite

To cast the fashion of uncertain evils, 360
For grant they be so, while they rest unknown,

What need a man forestall his date of grief,

And run to meet what he would most as o1d?

Or if thev be but false alarms of Fear,

How bitter 1s such self-delusion™

1 do not think my sister so to seeh,

Or so unprincipl'd i v ercues bool,,

And the sw eet peace that goodnes boosoms ever,

As that the single want of light and nose

(Not being 1n danger, as I trust she 15 not) 370
Could stir the constant mood of her calm thoughts,

And put them mto mis-becomng plight.

Vertue could see to do what 1 ertue would

By her own radiant light, though Sun and Moon

‘Were m the flat Sea sunk. And Wisdoms self

Oft seeks to sw eet retired Solitude,

‘Where with her best nurse Contemplation

She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings

That 1n the various bussle of resort

Were all to ruffl’d, and somumes impair d 380
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He chat has highe within his own cleer brest
AMn st th center and enpoy baght dz
But he thet hides a dark soul and foul thoughts
Bemghted walhs under the nud day Sun
THhimself 1 hus own dungeon
2 Bre Tismosttrue
That musing medstation most affects
The penstr ¢ seerecy of desert cell
Far from the cheerfull haunt of men andhecds
And sits 15 safe as 10 2 Senat house
For who would rob a Hermut of his Weeds 390
His few Books or his Beads or Maple Dish
Or do hus gray hass any violence?
Burt beaury hihe the fare Hesperim Tree
Laden with bloomung gold had need the guard
Of dragon watch with uninchanted eve
Tosteher blossoms and defend her frue
From the rsh hand of bold Inconunence
3 ou may m1s well spred out the unsun d heaps
Of Musers ereasure by an out laws den
And tell me st ss safe asbid me hope 400
Dhnger wall winl on Oppartenty
And ler 4 sigle helpless mawden pass
Unsnpur d 10 this walde surrounding wast
Of rmght or loneltnes it recks me not
1 fear the dred e» cnts that dog them both
1 est som all greenng touch artempt the person
Of our unow ned sister
Eld Bro 1do not brother
Inferr as of I thought my sisters state
Secure wechaut all doubt or contros ersic
et where an equall porse of hope and fear 410
Does arbitrate th event my naturess
That encline to hope rither then fear
And gladly bamsh squint suspicron
Als siser 35 not so defenceless lefe
As vou magne she hasa fudden strength
Which you remember not
z Bro Whathidden strength
Unless the strength of Heav n 1f yon mean thar?
Lld Bro 1mean'that tao buty eta budden strength
Which if Heav ngaver may be rerm d her own
"Tis chastiey my brother chast 40
She that has that 15 clad i compleat stect
And bke g quiver d Nymph mtﬁ Arrows heen
May trace buge Forests nd unharbour d Heaths
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Infamous Hulls, and sandy perilous wildes,

Where through the sacred rayes of Chastity,

No savage fierce, Bandite, or mountaneer

‘Will dare to soyl her Virgin purity,

Yea there, where very desolation dwels

By grots, and caverns shag’d with horrid shades,

She may pass on with unblench’t majesty , 430
Be 1t not don mn pride, or 1n presumption

Som say no evil thing that walks by mght

In fog, or fire, by lake, or moorish fen,

Blew meager Hag, or stubborn unlaid ghost,

That breaks his magicl. chains at curfer tume,

No goblin, or swart facry of the mine,

Hath hurttull power o’re true virgimty

Do y e beleeve me yet, or shall I call

Anuquity from the old Schools of Greece

To testifie the arms of Chasuty * 440
Hence had the huntress Dian her dred bow

Fair sitver-shafted Queen for ever chaste,

‘Wherwith she tam’d the brinded lioness

And spotted mountain pard, but set 1t nought

The frivolous bolt of Cupud, gods and men

Fear d her stern frown, and she was queen oth’ Woods
‘What was that snaky-headed Gorgon sheild

That wise AMlmerva wore, unconquer’d Virgin,
‘Wherwith she freez’d her foes to congeal’d stone?

But rigid [ooks of Chast austenity, 450
And noble grace that dash’t brute violence

‘With sudden adoration, and blank aw

So dear to Heav’n 1s Saintly chasuity,

That when a soul 1s found sincerely so,

A thousand liveried Angels lacky her,

Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt,

And 1n cleer dream, and solemn vision

Tell her of things that no gross ear can hear,

Till oft convers with heat nly habitants

Begn to cast a beam on th’outward shape, 460
The unpolluted temple of the mind,

And turns 1t by degrees to the souls essence,

T1ll all be made immortal but when lust

By unchaste looks, loase gestures, and foul talk,

But most by leud and lavsh act of sin,

Lets 1n defilement to the inward parts,

The soul grows clotted by contagion,

Imbodies, and imbrutes, all she quite loose

The divine property of her first being
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Such are those thick and gloom) shadows damp 470
Oft seen mn Charnell vaults and Sepulchers
Lingering and sitting by a new made grave
As loath to leave the body thattlov d,
And link ¢ e self by carnal sensualty
To a degenerate and degraded state
2 Bro How charmung 1s disme Phulosophy '
Not harsh and crabbed as dull fools suppose
But mustcal as is Apollo s lute
And a perpetual feast of nectar d sw cets
Where no crude surfet raigns Lld Bro List list Thear
Som far off hallow break the silent Air 481
2 Bro Methoughtsotoo whatshould it be?
Eld Bro For certamm
Esther som one hthe us mghr founder d here
Or els som neighbour Wood man or at worst
Som roaving Rabber calling to lus fellow s
Bro Heav n heep my sister agen adg:n and neer,
Best draw_and stand upon our guar
Eld Bro lle hallow
1f he be friendly he comes well 1f not
Defenceisagood cause and Heav nbe forus

T7e attendant Spp 1t } abited I ke a Shepherd

That hallow I should hknow whatare v ou? speal 490

Com not 00 neer 3 ou fall on iron stakes else

Spir What voice ss that my young Lord? speak agen
Bro Obrother us my father Shepherd sure

Eld Bro TI yrsis? Whose artful struns have oft delaid

The huddling brook to hear lus madngal

And sweeten d every mushrose of che dale

How cam st thou here good Swain?® hath any ram

Slip t from the fold or y cung kad lost ns dim

Or straggling weather the pen t floch forsook>

How couldst thou tind this dark sequester d nook*  soo

Spir O my lov d masters hetr nd his nest jov

1 came not here on such 4 trivial toy

Asastray d Ewe or to pursue the stealth

Of pilfering Woolf not all the fleecy wealth

‘That doth encich these Downs 15 worth a thought

‘To tlus my errand and the care it brought

But O my Virgin Lady whereisshe?

How chance she 1s not 1n y our company ?

Eld Bro Totell thee sadly Shepherd without blame

Or our neglect we lost her as we came 510

Sper Ay me unhapps chen my fears are true
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Eld Bro YVhat fears good Thyrsis? Prethee briefly shew
Spir e tell y ¢, "us not vain or fabulous,
(Though so esteem’d by shatlow ignorance)
What the sage Poets taught by th’ heav’nly Muse,
Storied of old 1 high immortal vers
Of dire Chonrera’s and inchanted Iles,
And nfted Rocks whose entrance leads to hell,
For such there be, but unbelief 15 bind
Within the navdl of this hideous YWood, 520
Immur'd in cypress shades a Sorcerer dwels
Of Bacchus, and of Circe born, great Coms,
Deep sl 1ll’d 1n all his mothers witcheries,
AndF here to every thirsty wanderer,
By sly enucement gives his banefull cup,
With many murmurs mu, whose pleasing poson
The 1 1s1ge quite transforms of him that drinks,
And the inglorious ikenes of a beast
Fixes instead, unmoulding reasons mintage
Character’d m the face, thus have Ilearn’ 530
Tending my flocks hard by 1'th lully crofts,
That brow this bottom glade whence might by mght
He and his monstrous rout are heard to how!
Like stabl'd wolves, or tigers at their prey,
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate
In their obscured haunts of inmost bow res
Yet have they many baits, and guilefull spells
To mvesgle and snvite th'unwary sense
Of them that pass unw ceting by the way
Ths ey eming late by then the chewing flocks 540
Had ta’n thewr supper on the savoury Herb
Of Knot-grass dew -besprent, and w ere n fold,
I sate me dow n to watch upon a bank
‘With Ivy canopied, and imterwove
With flaunting Hony-suckle, and began
Werapt n 2 pleasing fit of melancholy
To meditate my rural munstrelsie,
Till fancy had her fill, but ere 2 close
The wonted roar was up amudst the Woods,
And fill'd the Air with barbarous dissonance, ss0
At which I ceas’t, and listen'd them a while,
Tl an unusuall stop of sudden silence
Gas e respit to the drow sic frighted steeds
That draw the Iitter of close-curtamn'd sleep
At last a soft and sclemn breathing sound
Rose Iilke 2 steam of nich disull’'d Perfumes,
And stole upon the Aur, that even Silence

45
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‘Was took ¢ re she was ware and wish t she might
Deny her nature_and be never more
Sull'to be so displac t. T wasall eare 560
And took sn strams that might create a soul
Under the nibs of Death but O ere long
Too well 1 did percenveat was the voice
Of my most honour d Lady v our dearsister
Amar d Tstood harrow d wath grief and fear
And O poor hapless Nightingale thought I
How sw ect thou sing st how neer the deadly snare!
Then down the Lawns I ran with headlong hast
‘Through paths and turngs oft n trod by day
Tl gmided by mne ear I found the place 570
Where that damn d wisard hid m sly drsgusse
(For so by certun signes [ knew ) had met
Alrcadv ere my best speed could praent,
The adless innocent Lady s wish'e prey
Who gently ask t1f he had scen such two
Supposing him som neighbour villager
Longer I durst not stay butsoon T guess ¢
Ye were the two she meant with that [ sprung
Into swift faght tll Thad found you here
But furder1now Inot  Bro Omghrandshades 580
How are ye joyn d with hell in triple Lnot
Aganst th unarmed weakness of one Virgin
Alone and helpless' Ts this the canfidence
You gave me Brother? £id Bro Yes and heeptsnll
Lean on 1t safely not a period
Shall be un md for me aganst the threats
Of mahice or of sorcery or that power
Which erning men call Chance this | hold firm
Vertue may ge assul d but never hurt
Surpriz d by unjust force but not enthrall @ 590
; :.l 19.\ en lh;!‘t which mischief meant most harm
all 1n the happy tral prove most glo:
But evil onit s}:Ff);h:ll b];cl recovl £
And mix no more with goodness when at fasc
Gather d hhke scum and setl d to st self
It shall be 1 eternal restless change
Self fed and self consum d af this fanl
The pallar d nrmament 1s rott nness
And earths base built onstubble But com let s on
A amst th opposing will and arm of Heav n 600
May never this just sword be hited up
But for that damn d magician let hum be gire
With all the greisly legions that troop
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Under the sooty flag of Acheron,

Harpyes and Hydra’s, or all the monstrous forms
"Twixt Africa and Inde, lle find him out,

And force him to restore his purchase bacl,

Or drag lum by the curls, to a foul death,

Curs’d as his life

Spir Alas good ventrous youth,

Ilove thy courage yet, and bold Cmprise, 610
But here thy sword can do thee Little stead,

Farr other arms, and other weapons must

Be those that quell the might of hellish charms,
He with his bare wand can unthred thy jovnts,
And crumble all thy sinews

Eld Bro Why prethee Shepherd

Hovw durst thou then thy self approach so neer

As to male this relation®

Spir Care and utmost shifts

How to secure the Lady from surpnsal,

Brought to my rnd a certain Shepherd Lad

Of small regard to see to, yet well shall’d 620
In every vertuous plant and healing herb

That spreds her verdant leaf to th’morning ray,
He Jov'd me well, and oft would beg me sing,
Which when I did, he on the tender grass
‘Would sit, and hearken even to extasie,

And n requitall ope hus leather’n scrip,

And shew me simples of a thousand names
Telling therr strange and vigorous facultes,
Amongst the rest a small unsightly root,

But of drvine effect, he cull’d me out, 630
The leaf was darhish, and had prickles on 1,

But 1n another Countrey, as he said,

Bore a bright golden flowre, but not 1n this sayl
Unknown, and like esteem’d, and the dull swayn
Treads on it daily with his clouted shoon,

And yet more med’cinal 1s 1t then that Moly

‘That Hermes once to wise Ulysses gave,

He call’d 1t Hemony, and gave 1t me,

And bad me Leep 1t as of sov’ran use

’Gamnst all inchantments, mildew blast, or damp 640
Or gastly funes apparition,

I purs’t it up, but little reck’nung made,

Till now that this extrerniey compell’d,

But now I find 1t true, for by this means

1 knew the foul inchanter though disguis’d,
Inter'd the very Iime-twigs of his spells,
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And yet came off 1f you have thisabout you
(AsTwdl giee youwhen we go) you may

Boldly assault the necromancers hall

Wheref tic be with dauntless hardshood 650
And brandish ¢ blade rush on fum break hus glass
And shed the lushtous hquor on the ground

But sease fus wand though he and his curst crew
Feirce signe of battail make and menace gh

Or hi e the sons of Vnican vomut smoak

Vet wilt they soan renre if he bur shnnk

Eid Bro Thyrsislead onapace He follow thee
And som good angel bear a sheild before us

The Scene changes to a stately Palace set out wuth off manner of de

hctousners soft Musick Tables spred wieh all damtiex Con us appears
with bes rabbfe ond the Lady set 1y an snchanted Char 10 whom be
affers s Glass which she puss by and goes about to rize

Conaer Ivay Lady s af bt wav e this wand

Your nerves are all cham d up in Alablaster 660

And you astatue or as Daphire was

Root bound that fled Apoijo

Lz Fool do not boast

Thou canst not touch the freedom of my munde

With all thy charms although thus corporal rinde

Thou haste unmanact d while Heav n'sees good

Co Why are youext Lady > why do you froun>

Here dwell no frowns noranger from these gates

Sorrow flies farr Sec here be all the pleasures

That faney can beger on y outhfull choughes

When the fresh blood grows lively and returns 670

Brish as the Apryf buds i Primrose season

And first behold thus cordial Julep here

‘That flarnes and dances mn tus cry stal bouads

Wich spinits of batm and fragrant Syrops mxt.

Not that Nepenthes which the wife of Thone

InEgyptgaveto Jore born Helena

Is of such power to sur up joy as this

Tolife so fnendly or so coof to thirse

Why stauld you be so cruef to y our self

And to those dunty hmms which nacure lent 680

For gentle usage and soft delcacy ?

But y ou mvert the cov nanes of her trust

And harshly deal hhe ansli borrower

With that which y ou recew d on other terms

Scormng the upexemps condition

By shich all moreal frailty must sabsist

Refreshment after tod ease after pan
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That have been tr’d all day without repast,

And timely rest have wanted, but fair Virgin

This will restore all soon

La "Twill not false traitor, 690
"Twill not restore the truth and honesty

That thou hast barush’t from thy tongue with les,

‘Was this the cottage, and the safe abode

Thou told’st me ot> What grim aspects are these,

These oughly-headed Monsters® Mercy guard me!
Hence with thy brew’d inchantments, foul decever,
Hast thou betrar’d my credulous mnocence

With visor'd falshood, and base forgery,

And wouldst thou seel again to trap me here

‘With hckensh barts fit to ensnare a brute? 700
Were 1t 2 draft for Juno when she banquets,

I would not taste thy treasonous offer, none

But such as are good men can give good things,

And that which 1s not good, 1s not delicious

To a well-govern'd and wise appetite

Co O foolishnes of men’ that lend their ears

To those budge doctors of the Stouck Furr,

And fetch their precepts fiom the Cy 71ck Tub,

Praising the lean and sallow Abstinence

Wherefore did Nature powre her bounties forth, 710
‘With such a full and unwithdrawng hand,

Covering the earth with odours, fruits, and flocks,
Thronging the Seas with spawn mnumerable,

But all to please, and sate the curious taste?

And set to work millions of spinming Worms,

That i their green shops weave the smooth hatr’d sk
To deck her Sons, and that no corner might

Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loyns

She hutch’t th’all-worshipt ore, and precious gems

To store her children with, if all the world 720
Should mn a pet of temperance feed on Pulse,

Drink the clear stream, and nothing wear but Freize,
Th’all-giver would be unthank’t, would be unprais’d,
Not half his riches known, and yet despis'd,

And we should serve him as a grudging master,

As a penurious mggard of his wealth,

And live like Natures bastards, not her sons,

‘Who would be quite surcharged with her own weight,
And strangl’d with her waste fertuliey,

Th’earth cumber d, and the wing’d air dark’t with plumes,
The herds would over-multitude their Lords, 731
The Sea o’refraught would swell, and th’unsought diamonds
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Would so emblaze the forhead of the Deep

And so bestudd wath Stars that they below

1Vould grow 1nur d to light and com at last

To gaze upon the Sun with shameless brows

List Lady be not coy and be not cosend

With that sime v aunted name Virgiity

Beauty 15 natures covn must not be hoorded

But niust be currant 2nd the good thereof 740
Consists 1n mutaal and partak nbliss

Unsavour) in th injoy ment of 1t self

1f you let shp ume hhea neglected rose

It withers on the stalh with languish ¢t head

Beauty 15 natures brag_and must be shown

In courts, at feasts and high solemmities

AVhere most may wonder at the workmanship

1t 15 for homely features to keep home

They had their name thence course complevians
And checks of sorry granwill senve to plv 950
The stmpler and to teze the huswifes wooll
1WVhat need a vermenl tinctured lip for that

Love darong eves or tresses like the VMorn?

There was another meamn,, in these mits

Think what and beadviz d, youare buty oung yer.
La Thad not thought to have unlocht my lips

In this unhallow d air but that this Jugler

Would think to charm my judgement as mme ey es
Obrruding false rules prinche in reasons garb

1 hate when vice can bolt her arguments 760
And vertue has no tongue to cheek her pride
Impostor do not charge most ;mnocent n1ture

Asif she would her chaldren should be notous

With her abundance she zood cateress

Mens her pros ron onely to the good

That In e according to her sober laws

And holy dictate of spare Temperance

If every just man that now pmes with wane

Had but a moderate and beseerine share

Of that which lewdiy pamper d Luvury 770
Now hieaps upon som few with vast excess

Natures full blessings would be welf dispenc £

In unsuperfluous eeven proporuon

And she no whit encomber d wath her store

And then the gver would be berter thank ¢,

Hus prasse due paud for swimish gluttony

Nerelaoks to Heay nanudst his gorgeous feast,

But with besorted base ingrantude



Coatus 5t

Cramms, and blasphemes his feeder Shall Igoon®

Or have I said anough® To him that dares 780
Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous words
Aganst the Sun-clad power of Chasuty,

Famn would I somthing say, y et to what end>

Thou hast nor Eare, nor Soul to apprehend

The sublime notton, and high m stery

That must be utter’d to unfold the sage

And serious doctrine of Virgimty,

And thou art w orthy that thou shouldst not know

More happiness then this thy present lot

Enjoy your deer Wit, and gay Rhetorich 790
That hath so well been taught her dazling fence,

Thou art not fit to hear thy self convinc’e,

Yet should I try, the uncontrouled worth

Of this puie cause would hindle my rap’t spirits

To such a flame of sacred vehemence,

That dumb things w ould be mos 'd to sy mpathize,

And the brute Earth would lend her ner es, and shake,
Tl all thy magich structures rear’d so high,

Were shatter d into heaps o’re thy false head

Co She fables not, I feel that I do fear Soo
Her words set off by som superior power,

And thongh not mortal, yet a cold shuddring dew

Dips me all o're, as when the wrath of Joce

Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus

To som of Sarurns crew I must dissemble,

And try her j et more strongly Com, no more,

‘This 1s meer moral babble, and direct

Against the canon laws of our foundation,

I must not suffer this, y et 'us but the lees

And sethngs of a melancholy blood, 810
But this will cure all streight, one sip of this

‘Wil bathe the drooping spirits 1n delight

Beyond the bliss of dreams Be wise, and taste —

The Brothers rush m «th Swords drawn wrest bis Glass out of Ius
band, and break st against the ground bis rout make signe of rosist-
ance, but are all driven sn, The attendant Spirst comes n

Spir What, havc you let the false enchanter scape®

O 3 ¢ nustaok, ye should hav e snatcht his wand

And bound him fast, without hisrod reverst,

And baclward mutters of dissex ering power,

‘We cannot free the Lady that sits here

In stony fetters fixt, and motionless,

Yet stay, be not disturb’d, now I bethink me, 820
Som other means I has e which may be us'd,
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Which once of Aehbeeus old 1 learnt
The soothest Shepherd that ere pip ton plams.
There 55 a gentle Nymph not fare from hence
That with moust curb sway s the smooth Severn stream
Sabring 15 her name 2 Vg pure
Whilom she was the daughter of Locrine
That had the Scepter from tus father Brute
The gusdtless damse! 1y ing the mad pursuie
Of her enraged m:?dam Guendolen 830
Commended her fair innocence to the flood
That sty d her ﬂrﬁht with his cross flow g course
The water \smphs that in the bottom plad
Held up thex pearled wnsts and tool, her1n
Beanng her straght to aged Neveus Hall
Who piceous of hes woes rear d her lank head
And gave her to fus daughters o yimbathe
In nectar d lavers strew d with Asphodil
And through the porch and miet of each sense
Droptn Ambrosiat Osls 6l she revivd $40
And underwent a quich smmoreal change
Made Goddess of the Ruver sull she rerasns
Her mard n gentlenes and oft at Feve
\ 1sus the Rerds along the twilighr meadows
Helping all urchin blasts and sll luck signes
That the shrew d medling Tie dehghts to make
Whach she with preuous viold Iiquoss heals
Far which the Shepherds at thetr festivats
Carsot her goodnes lowd m rustich lay es
And throw sweet garland wreaths into her stream 850
Of gancxcs pinks and gaudy Daffadils
And asthe old Suamsad she can unloch
The clasping charm and thaw the nummmng spell
1 she be nzht invek t1n warbled Song
For masd shood she loves and wall be swift
Fo ard 2 Virgin such as was her self
Inhard besetting need this wall 1
And adde the power of som adjuring +erse

SONG
Sabrina fair
Listen where thou art sitting 860
Under the glassie cool iranshucent wae
In trasted brads of Kalies kmermg
The loose iram of thy amber droppmg bar
Lesten for dear honour s sake
Goddess of the silver lake
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Listen and save
Listen and appear to us
In name of great Oceanus,
By the earth-shaking Neptune’s mace,
And Tethys grave majestick pace, 870
By hoary Nereus wrincled look,
And the Carpathian wisards hool,,
By scaly Tritons winding shell,
And old sooth-saying Glaucus spell,
By Leucotheda’s lovely hands,
And her son that rules the strands,
By Thetis unsel-shipper’d feet,
And the Songs of Sirens sweet,
By dead Parthenope’s dear tomb,
And fair Ligea’s golden comb, 880
‘Wherwith she sits on dirmond rocks
Sleehung her soft alluring locks,
By qll the Nymphs that mghtly dance
Upon thy streams with wily glance,
Ruse, 1se, and heave thy rosie head
From thy coral-pav’n bed,
And brdle 1n thy hetdlong wave,
Till thou our summons answered have

Listen and save

Sabrina rises, attended by water-Nymiphes, and smgs

By the rushy-fringed bank, 890
Where giows the Willow and the Oster dank,
My shiding Chariot stay es,
Thick set with Agat, and the azuin sheen
Of Turkis blew, and Enrauld green
That in the channell strayes,
W hilst from: off the wwaters fleet
Thus I set my printless feet
O’re the Cowslips Velvet bead,
That bends not as I tread,
Gentle swam at thy request 900
I am bere
Spir Goddess dear
We implore thy powerful hand
To undo the charmed band
Of true Virgin here distrest,
Through the force, 1nd through the wile
Of unblest inchanter vile
Sab Shepherd 'us my office best
To help insnared chasuty,
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Bughtest Lad{ look onme 910
Thus I sprinkle on thy brest

Drops that from my fountan pure

T have hept of pretious cure

Thrtce upon thy fingers up

Thrice upon thy rabed b

Next this marble venom d seat

Smear d with gumms of glutenous heat

1 touch with chaste palms maist and cold

Now the speil hath lost fus hold

And I must haste ere morning hour 920
To wart iz Amphutrite s bowr

Sabrina descends and the Lady ruses ous of her sear

Sprr Vargmns daughter of Locrme
Sprang of old dnchises line

May thy brimmed wanes for this
Thesr full tabute never miss

From a thousand perry nlls

That tumble down the snowy hulls
Summer drouth or singed air

Never scorch thy tresses fair

Nor wet Qctobers torrent flood 930
Thy motlten crystal ill with mudd
May thy billows rowl ashoar

The beryl and the golden ore

May thy lofty head be crown d

With many a towerand terrass round
And here and there thy banks upan
With Groves of myrrhe and cianamon
Com Lady while Heaven Jends us grace
Let us fly this cursed place

Lest the Sorcerer us mtice 940
With som other new device
Notawaste or needless sound

Tilt we com to holier ground

1 shall be your fanhfull gmde

Through this gloomy coverr wide

And not many furlongs thence

Is y our Tathers resdence

Where this night are met in state

Many a friend to gratulate

His wish t presence and beside 950
All the Swams that these abude

With iggs and rural dance resort

We shall catch them at thewr spory
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And our sudden comng there

‘Wil double all their mirth and chere,
Come let us haste, the Stars grow high,
But might sits monarch yet in the mid sky

The Scene changes, presenting Ludlow Town and the Presidents Castle,
then com in Countrey-Dancers, after them the attendant Spirit, with
the two Brothers and the Lady

SONG

Spir Back Shepherds, back, anough your play,

T3l next Sun-shine boliday,

Here be without duck or nod 960
Otbher trippings to be trod

Of lighter roes, and such Court gusse

As Mercury did fisst devise

With the mumcing Dryades

On the Lawns, and on the Leas

Thus second Song presents them to their father and mother

Noble Lord, and Lady bright,
1 have brought ye new delight,
Here bebold so goodly grown
Three far branches of your own,
Heav'n bath timely trid ther youth, 970
Therr farrh, thewr patience, and therr truth
And sent them here through bard assays
With a crown of deathless Prase,
To traumph m victorious dance
O’re sensual Folly, and Intemperance

The dances ended, the Spirit Epiloguzes

Spir To the Ocean now I fly,

And those happy climes that ly

Where day never shuts his eye,

Up 1n the broad fields of the sky

There I suck the hiquid ayr 980
All amidst the Gardens fair

Of Hesperus, and his daughters three

That sing about the golden tree

Along the crisped shades ind bowres

Revels the spruce and jocond Spring,

The Graces, and the rosie-boosom’d Howres,

Thither all thetr bounties bring,

That there eternal Summer dwels,

And West winds, with mushy wing

About the cedar'n alleys fling 990

55
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Nard and Cass15 balmy smels
Irss there with hurmd bow
Waters the odorous bant s that blow
Flowers of more mingled hew
Then her purfld scarf can shew
And drenches with Elysian dew
(List mortals 1f your ears be true)
Beds of Hyacmth and roses
‘Where 3 oung Adorus oft reposes
Wauang well of his deep wound 1000
In slumber soft and on the ground
Sadly sitsth Assyrian Queen
But far abos ¢ 1n spangled sheen
Celestial Cuprd her fam d son advanc £
Holds his dear Psyche sweet intranc t
After her wandring labours long
Till free consent tgc gods among
Mahe her his eternal Bride
And from her fair unspotted side
Two bhissful twins are to be born 1010
Youth and Joy so Joue hath sworn

Bur now myv tash 1s smoothly don
Icanfly orlecanrun
Quuckly to the green earths end
‘Where the bow d welhin slow doth bend
And from thence can soar as soon
To the corers of the Moon

Mortals that would follow me
Love vertue she alone is free
She can teach ye how to chime 1020
Higher then the Spheary chime
Orif Vertue fecble were
Heav n 1t self would stoop to her
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Anno aetatss 17
On the Death of a far Infant dymg of a Cough

1

O ramest flower no sooner blown but blasted,
Soft silken Primrose fading umelessle,
Summers chief honour 1if thou hadst out lasted
Bleal winters force that made thy blossome drie,
For he being amorous on that lovely die

That did thy cheek envermeil, thought to hiss
But lull’d alas, and then beway1’d hus fatal bhiss

I

For since grim Aquilo his charioter
By bostrous rape th’ Athenian dimsel got,
He thought 1t toucht his Derue full neer, 10
If ikewnse he some fair one wedded not,
Thereby to wipe away th’ infamous blot,
Of long-uncoupled bed, and chuldless eld,
‘Which *mongst the wanton gods a foul reproach was held

m

So mounting up mn ycie-pearled carr,
Through middle empire of the freezing aire
He wanderd long, till thee he spy’d from farr,
There ended was his quest, there ceast his care
Down he descended from his Snow-soft chaire,
But all unwares with his cold-kind embrace 20
Unhous'd thy Virgin Soul from her farr biding place

v

Yetart thou not mnglorious in thy fate,
For so dpollo, with unweetng hand
Whilome did slay his dearly-loved mate
Young Hyacinth born on Eurotas’ strand,
Young Hyacmth the pride of Spartan 1and,
But then transform’d him to 2 purple flower
Alack that so to change thee winter had no power

v
Yet can I not perswade me thou art dead
Or that thy coarse corrupts i earths dark wombe, 30

57
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O that thy beauttes lic 1n wormie bed

Hid from the world n a low delved tombe

Could Heav n for pritie thee so sersctly doom?
Oh no! for something in thy face did shine

Above mortahte that shew d thou wast dine

v
Resals e me then oh Soul most surely blest
(} 50 1t be that thou these platats dost hear)
Tell me brght Spint where ¢ re thou hoverest
Whether ahove that high first moving Spheare
Or in the Elisian fields (if such there were ) pr
Oh say me true if thou wert mortal wighe
And why fromusso quickly thou did trahe thy flight

vit

Were thou some Starr which from the nun d roofe
Of shal. t Oly mpus by ruschance didse fall
“‘Whuch carefull Jote m natores true behoofe
Tonk up andin fir place did rems alf®
Or did ot fate earths Sonnes besiege the wall

Of sheeme Heav n and thou some goddess fled
Amongst us here below to hude thy nectar d head

m

Or wert thou that yust Aaid who once before 50
Forsool the hated earth O tell me sooth
And cam st agan to Visit us once mare®
Or wert thou that sweet snuling Y outh!
Or that c{rjown d Matron sage white robed Truth>

Or any other of thathieav nly brood
Let down m clowdse throne to do the world some good

<

Or wert thou of the gotden winged hoast

Who having clad thy selt m humane weed

To garth from thy prafixed seat didst poast

And after short abode fhe back with speed 60

As »f 10 shew what creatures Heav n doth breed
Thereby ta set the hearts of men on fire

To scom the sordid world and unto Heav o aspire

X

But oh why didst thou not stay here below
To bless us wath thy heav n 1ov d mnocence
Ta slake hus w rath whom s hath made our foe



Porms Aoprp w THE 1673 Epirion 59

To turn Swift-rushing black perdition hence,
Or drive away the slaughtering pestilence,
To stand "twixt us and our deserved smart
But thou canst best perform that office where thon art, 70

X1

Then thou the mother of so sweet a child
Her false imagin’d loss cese to lament,
And wisely learn to curb thy sorrows wild,
Think what a present thou to God hast sent,
And render him with pattence what he lent,

Thus 1f thou do he will an off-spring give,
That ull the worlds last-end shall male thy name to hive

Anno Aetaus 19 At a Vacation Eaercise i the Colledge, part
Latm, part English The Laun speeches ended, the
English thus began

HaiL native Language, that by smews weak

Didst move my first endeavouring tongue to speak,
And mad’st imperfect words with childish tripps,
Half unpronounc’t, slide through my mfant-lipps,
Driving dum silence from the portal dore,

Where he had mutely sate two years before

Here I salute thee and thy pardon ask,

That now Iuse thee 1n my latter task

Small loss 1t 1s that thence can come unto thee,
Tknow my tongue but little Grace can do thee 10
Thou needst not be ambitious to be first,

Believe me I have thither packt the worst

And, 1f 1t happen as I did forecast,

The daintest dishes shall be serv’d up last

I pray thee then deny me not thy aide

For this same small neglect that I have made

But haste thee strait to do me once a Pleasure,

And from thy wardrope bring thy chiefest treasure,
Not those new fangled toys, and triming shight
‘Which tales our late fantasticks with dehghr, 20
But cull those richest Robes, and gay’st attire
Which deepest Spirits, and choicest Wits desire

I have some naked thoughts that rove about

And loudly knoch to have their prssage out,

And wearie of therr place do only stay

Till thou hast dech’t them in thy best aray,

That so they may withoue suspect or fears

Fly swiftly to this farr Assembly’s ears,
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Yet I had rather 1f 1 were to chuse
Thy service 1o some graver s\\b{‘ect use 40
Such as may make thee search thy coffers round
Before thou cloath my fancy m fit sound
Such where the deep transported mund may soare
Above the wheeling poles and at Hen ns dore
Looh in and see¢ each blissful Deine
How he before the thunderous throne doth lte
Listenung to what unshorn Apollo sings
To th touch of golden wires while Hebe brings
Immortal Nectar to her hangly Sire
Then passing through the Spherse of watchfulfire 40
And mistie Regions of wide ir next under
And hills of Snow and lofts of piled Thunder
May tell at length how green ey d Neptume raves,
In Heav ns dehance mustering all his waves
Then sing of secret things that came to pass
When Beldim Nature tn her cradle was
And last of hangs and Queens and Hero 5 old
Such as the wise Demodocus once told
In solemn Songs at hung Alemous feast
While sad Ulssses soul and all the rest 50
Are held with lns metodious harmome
in willing chains and sweet captiviue
But fie my wandrng Muse how thou dost stray?
Expectance calls thee now another way
Thou know st 1t must be now thy only bent
To heep n compass of thy Predicament
Then quick about thy purpos d business come
That to the next I may resign my Roome
Then T'os 15 rep esented as Father of the Predicaments his ten Sons
whe eof the Eldest stood for Substance v.ith brs Canons asbich Las
thus speakmg etplans
Good [uch beftiend thee Son for at thy barth
The Faiery Ladies daunc t upon the hearth Go
Thy drowste Nurse hath sworn she did them spie
Come tripping to the Room where thou didst lte
And sw cetly singing round about thy Bed
Strew all their blessings on thy sleeping Head
Sheheard them give thee this” that thou should st snll
From ey es of mortals walk invisible
Yet there 1s something that doth force my fear
For once 1t was my dismal hap to hear
A Sybil old bow bent with crooked age
That far events full wisely could presage 70
And 1 Times long and dark Prospective Glass
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Fore-saw what future dayes should bring to pass,

Your Son, said she, (nor can you 1t prevent)

Shall subject be to many an Accident

O're all his Brethren he shall Reign as King,

Yet every one shall make him underling,

And those that cannot live from him asunder

Ungratefully shall strive to keep him under,

In worth and excellence he shall out-go them,

Yet being above them, he shall be below them, 8o

From others he shall stand 1n need of nothing,

Yet on his Brothers shall depend for Cloathing

To find a Foe 1t shall not be his hap,

And peace shall lull him mn her flowry lap,

Yet shall he Ix e 1n strife, and at his dore

Devouring war shall never cease to roare,

Yeaitshall be his natural property

To harbour those that are at enmity

‘What power, what force, what mighty spell, if not

Your learned hands, can loose this Gordian knot 90
The next Quanuty and Qualwty, spake in Prose, then Relauon was

call’d by bis Name

Ruvers arise, whether thou be the Son,

Of utmost Tweed, or Oose, or gulphie Dun,

Or Trent, who like some carth-born Grant spreads

His thirty Armes along the mndented Meads,

Or sullen Mole that runneth underneath,

Or Severn swift, gmlty of Mardens death,

Or Rockie Avon, or of Sedgie Lee,

Or Coaly Tine, or antient hallowed Dee,

Or Humber loud that keeps the Scythrans Name,

Or Medway smooth, or Royal Towred Thanze 100

The rest was Prose

The Fifth Ode of Horace Lib 1

Quis multa gracilis te puer mn Rosa Rendred almost word for word
aithout Rbyme accordmg to the Latn Measure, as near as the
Language will pernt

‘What slender Youth bedew ’d with hquid odours
Courts thee on Roses 1n some pleasant Cave,
Pyrrba for whom bind'st thou
In wreaths thy golden Harr,
Plan 1n thy neatness, O how oft shall he
On Farth and changed Gods complain and Seas
Rough with black winds and storms
Unw onted shall admire
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Who now enjoyes thee credulous all Gold
‘Who alwayes vacant alway es amiable 10
Hopes thee of flattening gales
Unmindfull Hapless they
To whom thou untry dseem’st fir Meinmy vow d
Picture the sacred wall declares t have hung’
My dank and dropping weeds
To the stern God of Sea



g SONNETS %“1

I

O NIGHTINGALE, that on yon bloomy Spray
1Varbl’st at eeve, when all the Woods are still,
Thou with fresh hope the Lovers heart dost fill,
While the jolly hours lead on propitious May,
Thy liquid notes that close the eye of Day,
First heard before the shallow Cuccoo’s bill
Portend success in love, Oif Jove's will
Have linkt that amorous power to thy soft lay,
Now umely sing, ere the rude Bird of Hate
Foretell my hopeles doom 1n som Grove ny 70
As thou from yeer to yeer hast sung too late
For my rehef, yet hadst no reason why,
Whether the Muse, or Love call thee his mate,
Both them I serve, and of their tramn am I
VII?
How soon hath Time the suttle theef of youth,
Stoln on his wing my three and twentith yeer!
My hasting dayes fire on with full career,
But my late spring no bud or blossom shew’th
Perhaps my semblance might decerve the truth,
‘That I to manhood am arniv’d so near,
And mward ripenes doth much less appear,
That som more trmely-happy spirits indu’th
Yet be 1t less or more, or soon or slow,
Tt shall be still 1n strictest measure eev’n, 10
To that same lot, however mean, or high,
Toward which Time leads me, and the will of Heav'n,
All 15, 1f T have grace to use it so,
As ever 1n my great task Masters ¢ye

Vil

Captam or Colonel, or Knight Arms,
Whose chance on these defenceless dores may sease,
1f ever deed of honour did thee please,
Guard them, and hum within protect from harms,

* Sonnets H—VI, wnrtren in Iahan are omicted
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He can requite thee for he knows the charms
That call Fame on such gentle acts as these
And he can spred thy Name o re Lands and Seas
What exer chime the Suns bnght circle warms
Laft not thy spear agamnst the Muses Bowre
The great Emathian Conqueror bid spare io
The house of Pindarus when Temple 10d Towre
Went to the ground And the repeated air
Of sad Electra s Poet had the power
To sneth Athentan Walls from ruine bare

X

Lady that m the pume of exliest youth
Wisely hath shun d the broad way and the green
And vth those few art emmently seen
That lbour up the Hill of heas nly Truth
The better part with Mary and wath Ruth
Chosen thou hast and they that overween
And atthy growing vertues fret their spleen
Noangerfind in thee but pity and ruth
Thy care s fixe and zealously attends
To fill thy odorous Lamp with deeds of Light 10
And Hope that reaps not shame Therefore be sure
Thou when the Bridegroom with tus feastfull friends
Passes to bliss at the mud hour of mght
Hast gain d thy entrance Virgin wise and pure

X

Daughter to that good Earl once Prestdent
Of Englands Counsel and her Treasury
Wha ity d in both unstain d with gold or fee
And left them both more in himself content
T1ll the sad breal ing of that Parlament
Broke hum as that dishone tvictory
At Charonéa fatal to libe
hal d with report that Old man eloguent
Though later born then to have known the daves
‘Wherin y our Father flounisht yet by you 10
Madam ‘me thinks I'see him hving vet
So well y our words hus noble vertues prase
That ali both judge y ou to relate them true
And 1o possess them Honour d Margaret

Xi
A Book was wnt of late call d Tetrachordon
And wov nclose both matter form and snle
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The Subject new 1t wall’d the Town a while,

Numbring good intellects, now seldom por'd on
Cres the stall-reader, bless us' what a word on

A title page 1s this' and some 1n file

Stand spelling fals, while one might walk to Mile-

End Green Why 1s1t harder Sirs then Gordon,
Collutto, or Macdonnel, or Galasp?

Those rugged names to our like mouths grow sleckh 70

That would have made Quntilan stare and gasp
Thy age, like ours, O Soul of Sir Jobn Cheek,

Hated not Learning wors then Toad or Asp,

‘When thou taught'st Camnbridge, and King Edward

Greek

XII On the same

I did but prompt the age to quit ther cloggs

By the known rules of antient liberte,
‘When strait a barbarous noise environs me
Of Owles and Cuchoes, Asses, Apes and Doggs

As when those Hinds that were transform’d to Froggs
Raild at Latona’s twin-born progeme
‘Which after held the Sun and Moon 1n fee
But this 15 got by casting Pearl to Hoggs,

That bawle for freedom 1n their senceless mood,
And sull revolt when truth would set them free 20
Licence they mean when they cry hibertie,

For who loves that, must first be wise and good,

But from that mark how far they roave we see
For all this wast of wealth, and loss of blood

X111
To Mr H Lawes, on bis Awres

Harry whose tuneful and well measur’d Song
First taught our English Musick how to span
‘Words with just note and accent, not to scan
‘With Midas Ears, commutting short and long,
Thy worth and skill exempts thee from the throng,
‘With praise enough for Envy to look wan,
To after age thou shalt be writ the man,
That with smooth aire couldst humor best our
tongue
‘Thou honour’st Verse, and Verse must send her wing
To honour thee, the Priest of Phazbus Quire 10
That tun’st their haprlmt hnes in Hymn, or Story
Dante shall give F'ame leave to sct thee hugher
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Then hus Casells whom he woo d to sing
Met 1n the milder shades of Purgatory

X1v

When Faith and Love which parted from thee never
Had nipen d thy just soul to dwell with God
Meeldy thou didst resign this earthly load
Of Death call d Life which us from Life doth

sever

Thy Works and Alms and all thy good Endeavour
Staid not behind nor in the grave were trod
But as Faith pomnted with her golden rod
Follow d thee up to joy and bliss for ever

Love led them on and Faith who knew them best
Thy hand maids clad them o re with purple beams 70
And azure wings that up they flew so drest

And speal the truth of thee on glonious Theams
Before the Judge who thenceforth bid thee rest
And drink thy fill of pure immortal streams

XV

On the late Massacher in Premont

Avenge O Lord thy slaughter d Saints whose bones
Lae scatter d on the Alpine mountains cold
Ev nthem whol ept thy truth so pure of old
‘When all our Fathers worship t Stochs and Srones
Forgetnot 1n thy book record their groanes
‘Who were thy Sheep and in their antient Fold
Sliyn by the glood) Premnontese that roll d
Mother with Infant down the Rocks Their moans
The Vales redoubl d to the Hills and they
To Heavn Their martyrd blood and ashes sow 10
O re all th Italian fields where sull doth sway
The triple Tyrane that from these may grow
A hunder d fold who having learnt thy way
Early may fly the Babylontan wo

XVI

‘When I consider how my light 1s spent
E re half my days 1n this dark world and wide
And that one Talent which 1s death to hide
Ledg d with me useless though my Soul more bent
To serve therew ith my Maker and present
My trueaccount least he retufng chide
Doth God exact day labour lightdeny d
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I fondly ash, But patience to prevent
That murmur, soon rephes, God doth not need
Exther man’s work or his own gifts, who best 10
Bear us milde yoals, they serve him best, his State
Is Kingly Thousands at his bidding speed
And post o’re Land and Ocean without rest
They also serve who only stand and waire

Xvi

Lawrence of vertuous Father v ertuous Son,
Now that the Fields are dank, and ways are mire,
Where shall we someumes meet, and by the fire
Help wast a sullen day, what mty be won
From the hard Season garmng time will run
On smoother, till Favomus re-mspire
The frozen earth, and cloth m fresh attire
The Lillie and Rose, that nerther sow’d nor spun
‘What neat repast shall feast us, bght and choce,
Of Atuck tast, with Wine, whence we may rise 70
To hear the Lute well toucht, or artfull voice
Warble immortal Notes and Tuskan Ayre?
He who of those dehights can judge, and spare
To interpose them oft, 15 not unwise

XVIII

Cyriack, whose Grandsire on the Royal Bench
Of Brittish T'henus, with no mean applause
Pronounc’t and 1n his volumes taught our Lawes,
‘Which others at their Barr so often wrench
To day deep thoughts resolve with me to drench
In mirth, that after no repenting drawes,
Let Euclid rest and Archimredes pause,
And what the Swede intend, and what the French
‘T'o measure life, learn thou betimes, and know
Toward sohd good what leads the nearest way, 10
For other things mild Heav’n a ime ordains,
And disapproves that care, though wise in show,
That with superfluous burden loads the day,
And when God sends a cheerful hour, refrains

XIX
Methought I saw my late espoused Saint
Brought to me ke Aicestss from the grave,
Whom Joves great Son to her glad Husband gave,

Rescu’d from death by force though pale and funt
Mine 1s whom washt from spot of child-bed tant,
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Punfication in the old Law did save
And such s yet once more 1 trust to have
Tull sight of her in Heaven without restrant
Came vested allin white pure asher mind
Her face was vail d et to my fancied sight 10
Love sweetness goodness 1n her person stun d
So clear asin no face with more dehight
But O as to embrace me she enchin d
Twal d shefled and day brought back my mght

On the new forcers of Conscience under the
Long FARLIAMENT

Because y ou have thrown of y our Prelate Lord
And with suff Vowes renounc d hus L inrgre
To seise the widdow d whore Pluralitie
From them who e snyeenvid notabhord
Dare v e for this adjure the Cuvill Sword
To force our Constiences that Christ set free
And nide us with a classic Hierarchy
Iaughtyeby meer A S and Rotherford?
Men whose I 1fe Learming Faith and pure intent
Would have been held in hugh esteem with Paul 10
Must now be nam d and printed Herenchs
By shallow Edwuards and Scotch whatd ye call
But we do hope to find out all your tricks
Y our plots and paching wors then those of T'rent,
That so the Parliament
May with thetr wholsomn and preventive Shears
Clip y our Phy lacteries though bauk y our Fars
And succour our just Fears
‘When they shall read thus clearly 1 y our charge
New Presbyter 1s but Old Friest wut Large 20

On the Lord Gen Fairfax at the sesge of
Colchester

Fairfax whose name n armes through ¥ urope rings
Tilling each mouth with envy or with praise
And all her jealous monarchs waith amaze
And rumors loud that daunt remotest hings
Thy firm unshak n vertue ever brings
Victory home though hew rebellions raise
Thir Hy dra heads & the fals North displates
Her brok nleague toimpe their serpent wings
O yet 2 nobler task awaites thy hand
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For w hat can Warr, but endless warr still breed, 10
Till Truth, & Right from Violence be freed,
And Public Faith cleard from the shamefull brand
Of Public Fraud In vain doth Valour bleed
While Avarice, & Rapine share the land

To the Lord Generall Cromwell May 1652

On the proposalls of certame 1mmsters at the Commnttee for Propaga-
tion of the Gospell

Cromwell, our cheif of men, who through a cloud
Not of warr onely, but detractions rude,
Guided by faith & matchless Fortitude
To peace & truth thy glorious way hast plough’d,

And on the neck of crowned Fortune proud
Hast reard Gods Trophues, & hus work pursu’d,
‘While Darwen stream with blood of Scotts imbru’d,
And Dunbarr feild resounds thy praises loud,

And Worsters laureat wreath, yet much remaimes
To conquer still, peace hath her victories 10
No less renownd then warr, new foes artes

Threatning to bind our soules with secular chaines
Helpe us to save free Conscience from the paw
Of hureling wolves whose Gospell 1s their maw

To Sr Henry Vane the younger

Vane, y oung 1n yeares, but n sage counsell old,
‘Then whome a better Senatour nere held
The helme of Rome, when gownes not armes repelld
The feirce Epetrot & the African bold,
Whether to settle peace, or to unfold
The drift of hollow states, hard to be spelld,
Then to advise how warr may best, upheld,
Move by her two maine nerves, Iron & Gold
In all her equipage, bestdes to know
Both spirituall powre & civill, what each meanes 10
What severs each thou *hast learnt, which few have don
The bounds of either sword to thee wee ow
Therfore on thy firme hand religion leanes
In peace, & reck'ns thee her eldest son
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To Mr Cynack Skinner upon bis Blndness

Cyriach thrsthree y ears day these eys though clear
To outward view of blemush or of spot
Bereft of hight thir seeng have forgot
Nor to thur 1dle orbs doth sight appear
Of Sun ot Moon ot Starre throughout the year
Orman or woman Yet farguenot
Apamstheayns hand or will nor bate a jot
Of heart or hope but sull bear vp and steer
Rught onward What supports me dost thou ask?
The conscience Friend to have lost themoverply d 10
In libertyes defence my nohle tasl
Of which all Europe talks from side to side
This thought might lead me through the world s
vam mash
Content though blind had I no better gurde
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PSAL I Done mto Verse, 1653

LESS'D 15 the man who hath not walk’d astray
In counsel of the wiched, and ith’way
Of sinners hath not stood, and 1n the seat
Of scorners hath not sate But 1n the great
Jehovahs Law 1s ever his dehgh,
And 1n his Law he studies day and mght
He shall be 1s a tree which planted grows
By watry streams, and mn his season knows
To yield his fruit, and his leaf shall not fall,
And what he takes 1n hand shall prosper all 10
Not so the wiched, but as chaff which fann’d
The wind drives, so the wicked shall not stand
In judgment, or abide their tryal then,
Nor sinners m th’assembly of just men
For the Lord knows th'upright way of the just,
And the way of bad men to ruine must

PSAL 11 Done Aug 8 1653 Terzetts

W do the Gentiles tumult, and the Nations
Muse a van thing, the Kings of th’earth upstand
‘With power, and Princes in therr Congregations
Lay deep their plots together through each Land,
Aganst the Lord and his Messtah dear
Let us break off, say they, by strength of hand
‘Their bonds, and cast from us, no more to wear,
Their twisted cords he who m Heaven doth dwell
Shall laugh, the Lord shali scoff them, then scvere
Speak to them 1n his wrath, and 1 Ts fell 10
And fierce ire trouble them, but I saith hee
Anomted have my King (though ye rebell)
On Ston my holr’ hill A firm decree
1 will declare, the Lord to me hath say’d
Thou art my Son I have begotten thee
This day, ask of me, and the grant 1s made,
As thy possession I on thee bestow
Th’Heathen, and as thy conquest to be sway’d

YAS
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Earths uemost bounds them shale thou bring full low
With [ron Scepter bruis d and them disperse 20
Like to a potters vessel shiver d so

And now be wise at length ve hangs averse
Be taughe ye Judges of the earch with fear
Jehotah senve and let y our joy converse

‘With trembling 115s the Son least he appear
In anger and ye pensh in the way
If once hys wrath takhe fire lihe fuel sere

Happy all those who have n hum their stay

PSAL HI Aug 9 1653
When be fled from Absalom

Loro how o1 ny are oy foes
How many those
‘That 1n arms agawst me rise
Many are thev
That of my life distrustfully thus say
No help for fum i God there hies
But thou Lord art my shueld my glory
Thee throufgh my story
Ih exalter of my head [ count
AloudTcryd 10
Unto Jehovah e full soon reply d
And heard me from his holy mount
1lay and stept 1 wak d agamn
For my sustamn
Was the Lord Of many mullions
The populous rout
I fear not though ncamping round about
They pitch aganst me thetr Pavilkons
RiseLord save me my God for thou
Hast smote ere now -0
On the cheek hone all my foes
Of men abhor d
Hast broke the teeth This help was from the Lord
Thy blessing on thy people flows

PSAL IV Aug 10 1653

Axnswer me when 1 call
God of my nighteousness
In straights and 1n distress
‘Thou didst me disinthrall
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And set at large, now spare,
Now pity me, and hear my earnest prar’r
Great ones how long will ye
My glory haveinscorn
How long be thus forborn
Sull to love vanuty, 10
To love, to seeh, to prize
Things false and vain and nothing else but lhes®
Yet hnow the Lord hath chose
Chose to himself a part
The good and meeﬁ of heart
(For whom to chuse he hnows)
Jehovah from on hugh
‘Will hear my voyce what time to him I crie
Be aw’d, and do not sin,
Speal. to your hearts alone, 20
Upon your beds, each one,
And be at peace withmn
Offer the offerings just
Of nighteousness and in Jehovah trust
Many there be that say
‘Who yet will shew us good?
Tallang like this worlds brood,
But Lord, thus let me pray,
On us Iift up the light
Lift up the favour of thy count’nance bright 30
Into my heart more joy
And gladness thou hast put
Then when a y ear of glut
Therr stores doth over-cloy
And from their plenteous grounds
‘With vast increase their corn and wine abounds
In peace at once will I
Both lay me down and sleep
For thou alone dost keep
Me safe where ere I Ite 40
Asin a rochy Cell
Thou Lord alone 1n safety mak’st me dwell

PSAL V  Aug 12 1653

Jenovau to my words give car
My meditation waigh
The voyce of my complaimng hear
My King and God for unto thee I pray
Jehovah thou mv early voyce
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Shale 1 the morning bear
Ith mornung 1 to thee with choyee

‘Will ran! my Prayers and watch ull chou appear

For thou art not a God that takes
In wickedness delight
Evil with thee no biding makes
Fools or mad men stand not withun thy sight
All workers of muquity
Thou hat st and them unblest
Thou wilt destm% thatspeak aly
The blondr and guileful man God doth detest
But Fwillin thy merctes dear
Thy numerous merctes go
Into thy house 1in thy fear
‘Wil rowards thy holy temple worship low
Lord lead mein thy sighteousness
Lead me because of those
“That do ebserve if I transgress
Set thy wayes rght before where my step goes
For in hss faltring mouth unstable
No word 1s firm or sooth
Their mside troubles nuserable

An open grave therr throat their tongue they smooth

God find them guiley letthem fall
By thetr own counsels quell d
Push them in their rebellions ali
Sull on for against thee they have rebell d
‘Then all who trust 1n thee shall bring
Ther joy while thou from blame
Defend st them they shall eversing
And shalt trrumph in t;)ec wholove thy name
For thou Jehovah wilt be found
To bless the just man suil
As wath 2 shield thou wiit surround
Him wth thy lasting favour and good will

PSAL VI Adug 53 1653

Lorp in thine anger do not reprehend me
Nor in thy hot displeasure me correct
P‘X me Lord for I am much deject
mvery weah and fant heal and amend me
Foralt my bones that even with angussh ake
Arse troubled v ea my soul 15 troubled sore
And thou O Lord how Jong® turn Lord restore
My soul Osaveme for thy goodness sake

<D

30

40



Psarns

Forin death no remembrance 1s of thee,

‘Who in the grave can celebrate thy praise? 10
Wearied Tam with sighing our my day es,

Nightly my Couch I make a kind of Sea,
My Bed I water with my tears, mne Ete

Through grief consumes 1s waxen old and dark
Ith’ mud’st of all mine enermies that mark

Depart all ye that work imquitie
Depart from me, for the voice of my weeping

The Lord hath heard, the Lord hath heard my prar’r
My supplication with acceptance fair

The Lord will own, and have me 1n hus keeping 20
Mine enemues shall all be blank and dash’t

With much confusion, then grow red with shame,
They shall return 1n hast the way they came

And n a moment shall be quite abash’t

PSAL VII Aug 14 1653

Upon the words of Chush the Benjamite
agamst bun

Lorp my God to thee I flie

Save me and secure me under
Thy protection while I crie
Least as a Lion (and no wonder)
He hast to tear my Soul asunder
Tearmng and no rescue nugh

Lord my God if Thave thought

Or done this, if wickedness

Be in my hands, 1f I h1v e wrought

11l to htm that meant me peace, 10
Or to him have render’d less,

And not fre’d my foe for naught,

Let th’enemy pursue my soul

And oy ertake 1t, let him tread

My Irfe down to the carth and roul
In'the dust my glory dead,

In the dust and there out spread
Lodge 1t with dishenour foul

Rise Jehovah in thine wre
Rouze thy self amidst the rage 20
Of my foes that urge hike fire,
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And wake for me thew fun asswage
Jud‘%mcm here thou didst ingage
‘And commaend which I desire

Soth assemblies of cach Nationt

Will surround thee seelang night

Thenee to thy glonious habstatton

Return on high and 1 thetr sight

Jehouah judgeth most upright

Alt pcopge from the worlds foundation 20

Judge me Lord be judge n thus
According to my nghteousness
And the sanocence which 1s
Uponme cause at length to cease
O? evil men the wichedness

And thesr povwer that do amiss

But the just establish fast

Since thou art the just God that tres

Hearts and rerns On God s cast

My defence andnhum Tres 40
In'hum who both just and wise

Savesth upnght of Hearta last

Godisa just Judgeand severe

And God 15 every day offended

1f th ungust will not forbear

His Sword he whets his Bow hath bended
Already and for umantended

The tools of death that washun near

(Fhis arrows purposely tiade he

For them that persecute ) Behold 50
He travels big with vamue,

Trouble he hath conceav d of old

Asinawomb and from that mould

Hath at length brought fortha Lie

He dig da pir and delv dat deep

And fell into the pit he made

s muschief thae due course dath keep

Turns on s head and hus st trade

Of violence will undelay d

Falt on fus crown with ruime steep [
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Then will T Jehovah’s prasse
According to his justice raise
And sing the Name and Deitie
Of Jehoy1h the most high

PSAL VIII Aug 14 1653

O Jenov an our Lord how wondrous great

And glorious 1s thy name through all the earth?
So as abov e the Heav ens thy prase to set

QOut of the tender mouths of latest bearth,

Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou
Hast founded strength because of all thy foes

To stunt th’enemy, and slack th’avengers brow
That bends his rage thy providence to oppose

‘When I behold thy Heas ens, thy Fingers art,

The Moon and Starrs which thou so bright hast set, 70
In the pure firmament, then smith my heart,

O what 1s man that thou remembrest yet,

And thinl’st upon him, or of man begot
That him thou visit’st and of him art found,
Scarce to be less then Gods, thou mad’st his lot,
‘With honour and with state thou hast him crown’d

O’re the works of thy hand thou mad’st hum Lord,
Thou hast put all under his lordly feet,
All Flochs, and Herds, by thy commanding w ord,
All beasts that 1n the field or forrest meet 20

Fowl of the Heavens, and Fish that through the wet
Sea-paths n shoals do shde And know no dearth
O Jehovah our Lord how wondrous great
And glorious 1s thy name through all the earth
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MisceLLaNEoUs PoEMS

Aprd 1648 J M
Nine of the Psals done mto Metre, wherem all but
what 15 u a different Character, are the
very words of the Text, translated
from the Onginal

PSAL LXYN

1 Trou Shepherd that dost Isracl keep
Give ear 13 tsze of need
‘Who leadest like a flock of sheep
Thylo ed Josephsseed
“That syt st between the Cherubs brighe
Between therr wmgs ont spread
Stune forth and from thy cloud gre light
And on 0 ir foes thy dread
. Tn Ephraims view and Bengamms
And in Manasse s sight 10
Avwale ! thy strength come and be seen
To save us by thy mght
3 Turn usagam by grace drume
To us O God vouchsafe
Cause thou thy face on us to shine
And then we shall be safe
4 Lord God of Hosts how Jong wilt thow
How long wilt thoun declare
Thy smoaking wrath and angry brow
Against thy peoples praire 20
5 Thou feed st rﬁem with the bread of tears
Thetr bread with tears they cat
Andmal stthem 2 largely drnk therears
Wherwah ¢ eir clieeks are wes
6 A stnfe thou mrk st us and 4 prey
To every neighbour foe
Among themselves they *laugh they * play
And * flouts at s they throw
7 Rewrnus and thy gracedi e
O God of Hosts vanchsafe 30
Cause thou thy face onustoshine
And then we shall be safe
8 A Vine from /Egy pr thou hast broughr,
Thy free love ntade it thine
And drov st out Nauons prond and baut

Grorera Grashanta Statsh 1 lgnagu
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To plant this lovely Vine
9 Thou did’st prepare for 1t a place
And root 1t deep and fast
That 1t began to grow apace,
And fil’d the Iand at Jast
10 With her green shade that cover'd all,
The Hulls were over-spread
Her Bows as high as Cedars tall
Advanc’d their lofty heod
11 Her branches on the western side
Down to the Sea she sent,
And upuard to that river wide
Her other branches went
12 Why hast thou laid her Hedges low
And brok’n down her Fence,
That all may pluck her, as they go,
With rudest violence?
13 The tusked Boar out of the wood
Up turns 1t by the roots,
‘Wild Beasts there brouze, and mal.e their food
Her Grapes and tender Shoots
14 Return now, God of Hosts, ook down
From Heav’n, thy Seat divine,
Behold us, but wathout a frown,
And visit this thy Vine
15 Visit this Vine, which thy right hand
Hath set, and planted long,
And the y oung branch, that for thy self
Thou hast made firm and strong
16 But now 1t 1s consum’d with fire,
And cut with Axes down,
They pensh at thy dreadfull ire,
At thy rebule and frown
17 Upon the man of thy night hand
Let thy good hand be la:d,
Upon the Son of Man, whom thou
Strong for thyself hast made
18 So shall we not go bacl from thee
To wayes of sin and shame,
Quick'n us thou, then gladly wee
Shall call upon thy Name
Return us, and thy grace divine
Lord God of Hosts voutsafe,
Causc thou thy face on us to shine,
And then we shall be safe.

40
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PSAL LXAXI

1 To God our strength sing loud and clear
Sing loud to God our hmg
To Jacobs God that all mry bear
Loud acclamations rng s
2 Prepare s Hymn prepare a Song
'IP;:E Tnmgrel h}iheg bring
“The cheerfull Psaltry bung along
And Harp with pleasant string
3 Blowy asaswont 1 the new Moon
Wich Trumpets lofty sound
Th appointed time the day wheron
Our solemn Feast comes round
4 Thes was a Statute g 7 of old
For Istacl to obserie
A Law of Jacobs God to bold
From whence they mught not swerte
s This he 2 Tesumony ordam [
In Joseph not to change
Whenas ge pass d through gy pt tand
The Tongue 1 heard wasscrange
6 From burden and fram sia 15l toyle
{ set hus shoulder free
His hands from pots and murie soyle
Delser d were by me
7 When trouble id thee sore assuile
On me then didst thou call
And I to free thee did not fade
And led thee aut of thrall
1 answer & thee in * thunder deep
With clouds encompass d round
1 tr1 d chee at the Water sreep
Of Meniba rengwn d
8 Fear O my people heark n el
1 tesufic to thee
Thou antient flock of Isracl
1f thou wile hist to mee
9 Through out the Jand of thy ahode
No shen God shall be
Nor shal thou to a forein God
1n honour bend thy hnee
to 1 am the Lord thy God which brought
Thee out of gy pr fand

Be Setbe ragnan
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Aslk large enough, and I, besought,
‘Will grant thy full demand
11 And yet my people would not bear,
Nor hearken to my voice,
And Israel whom I lov'd so dear
Mishil.’d me for his choice
1z Then did I leave them to their will
And to their wandring mind, 50
Therr own conceits they follow’d still
Thetr own devises blind
13 O that my people would be wise
To serve me all thewr dues,
And O that Israel would adwvise
To walk my righteous wates
14 Then would I soon bring down their foes
That now so proudly rise,
And turn my hand aganst all those
That are their enemies 60
15 Who hate the Lord should then be fan
To bow to him and bend,
But they, His people, should remnan,
‘Therr ttme should have no end
16 And he would feed them from: the shock
‘With flower of finest wheat,
And satsfie them from the rock
With Honey for their Meat

PSAL LXXXII

1 Gopin the! great? assembly stands
Of Kings and lordly States,
Among the gods 2 on both his hands
He judges and debates
2 How long will ye 2 pervert the right
‘With ¥ judgment false and wrong
Favouring the wicked by your might,
Who thence grow bold and strong?
3 # Regard the 4 wealk and fatherless
4 Dispatch the * poor mans cause, 10
And ~ raise the man 1n deep distress
By 5 just and equal Lawes
4 Defend the poor and desolate,
And rescue from the hands
Of wicl ed men the Jow estate
‘Bagnadath el *Bekerev  *Tishphetu gnacel 4 Shiphtu dal
®Hatzdiku
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Of hum that help denrnds
5 They hnow not nor walf understand
In darkness they walk on
‘The Farths foundations all are ® mov d
And ® out of order gon -0
6 Isard thary e were Gods yeaall
‘The Sans of God most high
7 But yeshall die ke men and fall
As other Princes die
8 Ruse Ged 7 judge thou the eatth m aneght
Thus uscked enrth 7 redress
For thou art he who shale by night
The Nations all possess

PSAL LX\XIH

t Be not thou stlent now at length
0 God hold not thy peace
Su not thou stll O Gad of strengeh
¥ e cry and do not cease
2 For lo thy furtous foes now * swell
And * storm outrageoushy
And they that hate thee proud sad fell
Exalt thewr heads falt hie
3 Agamse thy people they  cantnve
3 Thesr Plots and Counsels deep 0
4 Them to ensnare they chiefly strive
® Whom thou dost hade and Leep
4 Come let us cut them off say they
Tilt they no Navon be
That Esraels nime for ever may
Be lost in memor
5 For they consult ® with ali thew mught,
And all a5 one 1 mund
Themselves agawst thee they unite
And in firm unton bind 20
6 The tents of Edom and the brood
Of scornful Ishmael
Moab with them of Hagars blood
Thae 1 the Desart duell
7 Gebal and Ammon there consprre
And / reful Amalec
The Plubstums and they of Tyre
Whase bounds the Sea doth check
Joymora Skhphta  [ebemapm ] grarmu Sod
1 thiagnaesu gnal Teeplun ca Lev 2 1daw
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8 With them great Asshur also bands
And doth confirm the knot,
All these bave lent their armed bands
To aud the Sons of Lot
9 Do to them as to Midian bold
T'bat wasted all the Coast
To Sisera, and as 15 told
Thou didst to Jabns hoast,
When at the brook of Kishon old
They were repulst and slam,
10 At Endor quite cut off, and rowI'd
As dung upon the plamn
11 As Zeb and Oreb evil sped
So let thetr Princes speed
As Zeba, and Zalmunna bled
So let their Princes bleed
12 For they anndst their pride have smd
By night now shall we seize
Gods houses, and will now mvade
L Ther stately Palaces
13 My God, oh make them as a wheel
No quuet let them find,
Giddy and restless let then: reel
Like stubble from the wind
14 As when an aged wood takes fire
Which on a sudden straes,
‘The greedy flame runs hier and hier
Thll all the mountains blaze,
15 So with thy whirlwind them pursue,
And with thy tempest chase,

16 * And tll they ® yield thee honour due,

Lord fill with shame their face
17 Asham’d and troubl’d let them be,
Troubl'd and sham’d for ever,
Ever confounded, and so die
With shame, and scape 1t never

18 Then shall they I now that thou w hose name

Jehova 1s alone,
Art the most tugh, and tho the sae
O'reall the earth art one

*Neoth Elobhnn bears both

They scek thy Name Heb
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Sahatson 15 at hand

And glory shall ere long appear

To dwelf witfun our Land

Fid

10 Mercy and Truth that long were nmss'd

Now goyfully are mer

Sueer Peace and Righteousness have hiss d

And hand m band are set

Shalt bud and blessom then
And Justice from her heavenly
Look down on mortal men

Truth from the earth Ike to a flowr

bows

52 The Lord will also then bestow

W hatever thing 15 good

o

Our Land shall forth sn plenty throw

Her fruits to be onr food

13 Before fum Rughteousness shall go

His Royal Harbinger

Then ! will he come and not beslon

His footsteps cannot exr

PSAL LAXXVI

Q hear me I thee pray
For 1am poor and alnost pine
Withneed and sad decay

S

“Thy waes and love the just

Tuy Gracious ear O Lord encline

Preserve my soul for Lhave trod

Save thou thy senvant O my God

YWho stilf in thee doth st
Pitry me Lord for dady thee
Tcall 4 O mahe rejoyce

w

Thy Servants Sout for Lord to thee

Thfemy soul and vorce

“

To pardon thou ro all
Art full of mercy thou dlone
“To them that on thee call
Unto my supphcanon Lord
Gre ear and to the ene
Of my mcessant praters afford
“Thy heanng graciousty
7 Lin the day of my distress
Wil call on thee for aid
Heb H el set Farstep 10 3h way
a dver of good and boly thnge

o

For thou art good thou Lord art prone

20

Hel 1am good lovtng
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87
For thou wilt grant me free access
And answer, what I pray’d
8 Like thee among the gods1s none
O Lord, nor any works
Of all that other Gods have done
Like to thy glorious works
9 The Nations all whom thou hast made
Shall come, and all shall franre 30
To bow them low before thee Lord,
And glonifie thy name
1o For great thou art, and wonders great
By thy strong hand are done,
Thou m thy everlasting Seat
Remainest God alone
11 Teach me O Lord thy way most right,
Lin thy truth will bide,
To fear thy name my heart unite
So shall 1t never shide 40
12 Thee will I praise O Lord my God
Thee bhonour, and adore
‘With my whole heart, and blaze abroad
Thy name for ever more
13 For great thy mercy 1s toward me,
And thou hast free’d my Soul
Eev'n from the lowest Hell set free
From deepest darkness foul
14 O God the proud against me rise
And violent men are met 50
To seek my Ife, and in thewr eyes
No fear of thee have set
15 But thou Lord art the God most muld
Readiest thy grace to shew,
Slow to be angry, and art stild
Most merarfull, most true
16 O turn to me thy face at length,
And me have mercy on,
Unto thy servant gis e thy strength,
And save thy hand-mads Son 60
17 Some sign of good to me afford,
And et my foes then see
And be asham’d, because thou Lord
Do'st help and comfort me



MiscriLanzous Pogais

PSAL LXXXVIL

1 Antona the holy Mouneauns bigh
Is hus foundanon fast
There Seated 1 bis Sanctuvy
His Temple there 1s plac ¢
2 Sions farr Gates the Lord Joves more
Then all the dwelhngs fare
Of Jacobs Land though there be store
And all within bis care
3 City of God most glonous things
Of thee abroad are spole
4 1 mention Egy pt where proud hangs
Dud our forefathers yoke
I mention Babel to my friends
Probisua full of scorn
And Ty re with Cthiops wtmost ends
Lo this man there was born
5 Butewase that prawse shall 1 our ear
Be said of Sion Jast
This and this man was bora sn her
High God shail fix her fast
6 The Lord shall wnite 1t in 2 Scrowle
That ne re shall be out warm
When he the Nattons doth enrowle
That this man there was born
7 Both they who sing and they who dance
Y sth sacred Songs are there
In thee fresl brooks and soft sireamn glmee
And all my fountawns clear

PSAL LXXXVHL

1 Lorn God that dost ine save and heep
All day to thee L ery
And all upht long before thee ueep
Betare thee prostrate hie
Into thy presence lec iy prater
W sth sighs devout ascend
And to my cries that ceaseless are
Thume ear with favour bend
3 For cloy d wuh woes and trouble store
Surcharg d my Soul dath ke
My Yfe ar death 5 uncherful dore
Unto the grave draws migh

+0
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4 Reck’n’d I am with them that pass
Down to the dissal pit
Iam a * man, but weal alas
And for that name unfit.

5 From life discharg’d and parted quite
Among the dead 1o sleep,

And like the slain 1 bloody fight
That in the grave he deep

‘Whom thou rememberest no more,
Dost never more regard,

Them from thy hand deliver'd o’re
Deaths ndeous house bath barr d

Thou 1n the lowest pit profound
Hast set me all forlorn,

Where thickest darkness hovers round,
In hornid deeps to mourn

Thy wrath from: which no shelter saves
Full sore doth press on me,

2 Thou break’st upon me all thy waves,
2 And all thy waves break me

Thou dost my friends from me estrange,
And mak’st me odious,

Me to them odious, for they change,
And I here pent up thus

Through sorrow, and affliction great
Mine eye grows dim and dead,

Lord all the day I thee entreat,
My hands to thee I spread

10 Wilt thou do wonders on the dead,
Shall the deceas d anise

And praise thee fromz their loathsom bed
With pale and bollow eyes?

Shall they thy loving kindness tell
On whom the grave hath hold,

Or they who i perdition dwell
Thy faithfulness unfold?

In darhness can thy mighty band
Or wondrous acts be known,

Thy justice 1n the gloomy land
Of dark oblivion?®

But I to thee O Lord do cry
DL’re yet my life be spent,

And up to thee my praier doth hie
Lach morn, and thee prevent

14 Why wilt thou Lord my soul forsahe,
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1 Heb A man woithout manly strength  * The Heb bears Loth
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PARADISE LOST

BOOK I

THE ARGUMENT

Tis first Book proposes first 1n brief the whole Subject, Mans disobedrence, and the
loss therenpon of Paradsse wherem he wwas plac’t Then rouches the prine cause of
Ius fall, the Serpent, or rather Satan m the Serpent, who revolung from God and
drawmng to bis side many Legions of Angels, was by the conmmand of God driven out
of Heaven with all bis Crew into the great Deep Which action past over the Poem
hasts 1nto the mudst of things presenting Sazan with his Angels now fallen tuto Hell,
describ d here, not 11 the Center (for Heaten and Earth may be suppos d as s et not
made certamnly not yet accurst) bue m a place of utrer darknesse, fithest call d Chros

Here Satan with bis Angels lymg on the burming Lake, thunder-struck and astomsht,
after a certarn space recovers, as from confusion, calls up b who next sn Order and
Dignty lay by hum, they confer of thir imserable fall Satan avakens all Ins Legions,
wbo lay til then 1n the same manner confounded, They rise, thir Numbers array of
Battel, thir cluef Leaders nani'd, accordmg to the 1dols knowm afterwards in Canaan
and the Countries adjoyming To these Savan directs bis Speech, contforts them with
hope yet of regumng Heaven, but tells them lastly of a new World and niew kind of
Creature to be created, according to an ancient Prophesie ar repart n Hea.en for
that Angels were long before this visible Creation was the opuon of many ancient
Fathers T'o find out the truth of this Propbesse, and what to deternun thereon be re~
fers to a full Councell YWhat bis Associates thence attempt Pandemonium zhe Palwce
of Satan rises, suddenly built out of the Deep The mfernal Peers there 51t n Counsel

F MANS First Disobedtence, and the Fruit

Of that Forbidden Tree, whose mortal rast
Brought Death 1to the World, and all our woe,
Vith loss of Eden, ull one greater Man
Restore us, and regain the blissful Seat,
Sing Heav’nly Muse, that on the secret top
Of Oreb, or of Sinar, didst 1nsptre
That Shepherd, who first taught the chosen Seed,
In the Beginning how the Heay nsand Tarth
Rose out of Chaos or 1f Stan Hill 10
Dehight thee more, and Stloa’s Brook that flow’d
Fast by the Oracle of God, I thence
Invole thy aid to my ady entrous Song,
That wch no muddle fhght intends to sorr
Above th’ Aoman Mount, w hile it pursues
Things unattempted ) ct :n Prose or Rhume
And chiefly Thou O Spunte, thae dost prefer
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Before all Temples th uprght heart and puce
Instruee me for Thou know, st Thon from the first
Wast present and with mghty wmngs outspread
Daove Yxl.e satst broodmyg en the vast Abg 55
And mad st it pregnant What mme s dark
Hiumine what 15 Jow rase and support
“That to the lughth of thus great Argument
I ma assert Eternal Providence
And justtfie the way es of God to men

Say first for Heav n hides nothing from thy view
‘Nar the deep Tract of Hell say first what cause
Mov d our (gmnd Parents i that happy State
Tavour d of Heav nsohughly to fali of
From their Creator and transgress fus Will
For one restrant Lords of the World besides®
Who finst seduc d them to that fow! revale?
Th snfernal Serpent hewwas whose gude
Surd up with Envy and Revenge decen d
The Mother of Manhinde what tme lns Prde
Had cast lim out from Heav n wsth all hus Host
Of Rebel Angels by whose ad asgmng
To ser lumself 1n Glory abon e tus Peers
He trusted to have equat d the most High
if he oppos d_and with ambinous sim
Agamst the Throne and Monarchy of God
Rars & impious War sn Heav n and Bateel provd
With vam atternpt Him the Almighty Power
Hurld headlong flaming from th Ethercal St e
TWith hudeous rune and combustion dow n
To bottamless perdition there to dwell
In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire
Who durst defic th Ommpotent to Arms
Ninte tames the Space that measures Day and Night
“To mortal men ge wath Jus hornd erew
Ly vanqusht rowhng in the fiery Gulfe
Confounded though mmostal But hus doom
Reserv d hum to more wrath for now the thought
Both of lowt happiness and lasting pa
Torments him round he throws his baleful ey s
That watness d huge affiction and dismay
Alsxt with obdurate pride and stedfast hare
Atonce s far as Angels henn he views
The dismal Sstuation waste and wilde
A Dungeon hornible on all sides round
As ane great Furnace flam @ 3 et from those flames
No light but rather darhness visble

&0
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Serv’d only to discover sights of woe,
Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace
And rest can never dwell, hope never comes
That comes to all, but torture without end
Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed
With ever-burming Sulphur unconsum'd
Such place Etrernal Justice had prepar’d 70
For those rebellious, here their Prison ordain’d
In utter darkness, and their portion set
As far remov’d from God and light of Heav'n
As from the Center thrice to th’ utmost Pole
O how unlike the place from whence they fell!
There the compantons of hus fall, o’rewhelm’d
‘With Floods and Whirlwinds of tempestuous fire,
He soon discerns, and weltring by his side
One next himself in power, and next 1n crime,
Long after known n Palestine, and nam’d 8o
Beelzebub To whom th’ Arch-Enemy,
And thence in Heav’n call’d Satan, with bold words
Breaking the hornid silence thus begn
If thou beest he, But O how fall'n! how chang’d
From him, who m the happy Realms of Light
Cloth’d with transcendent brightness didst outshine
Myriads though bright If he whom mutual league,
United thoughts and counsels, equal hope,
And hazard i the Glorious Enterprize,
Joynd with me once, now nsery hath joynd 90
In equal rmin 1nto what Pat thou seest
From what highth fal'n, so much the stronger provd
He with his Thunder and till then who hnew
The force of those dire Arms® yet not for those
Nor what the Potent Victor 1n his rage
Can else inflict do I repent o1 change,
Though chang’d 1n outward lustre, that fixt mind
And high disdain, from sence of injur’d ment,
That with the mighuest rais’d me to contend,
And to the ficrce contention brought along 100
Innumerable force of Spirits arm’d
That durst disltl ¢ hus reign, and me preferring,
His utmost pow er with adverse pow er oppos d
In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav n,
And shook his throne What though the field be lost
All 1s not lost, the unconquerble Wil
And study of revengs, immortal hate,
And courage never to submut or y1eld
And what 1s else not to be os ercome?

-
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That Glory never shall his w rath or might
Extort from me To bow and sue for grace
With supphant knee and derfic his power
Who from the terrour of this Arm se late
Doubted tus Empire that were low indeed
That were an ignominy and shame beneath
This downfall since by Fate the strength of Gods
And thts Empy real substance cannot fail
Smce througﬁ expenience of ths great event
In Arms not worse i foresight much advanct
We may with more successful hope resolve
To wage by force or guile eternal Warr
Irreconcileable to our grand Foe
Who now triumphs and i th excess of joy
Sole rergmng holds the Tyranny of Heav n
Sospaheth Apostate Angel thoughinpan
Vaunting afoud but rackt with deep despare
And hum thus anseer d soon hus bold Compeer
O Prince O Chuef of many Throned Powers
That led th imbattelld Seraphtm to Warr
Under thy cenduct and 1o dreadful deeds
Fearless endanger & Heav'ns perpetual hang
And put to proof hss high Supremacy
WWhether upheld by strength or Chance or Fate
Too well I 'see and rue the dire evenr
“That with sad overthrow and foul defeat
Hath lost us Heav n and all this mghty Host
in hornble destruction lard thus low
As far as Gods and Heav nly Essences
Can perssh for the mind and spint remains
Invincible and vigour soon returns
Though all our G%cry exuact, and happy stace
Here swallow d up 1n endless msery
Bug what if he our Conquerour (whom I now
Of force belteve Almghty since no less
Then such could hav orepow rd such force as ours)
Hate left us this our spinit and strengeh intire
Strongly to suffer and support our pains
‘That we may so suffice his vengeful e
Or do hum mughuer service as his thralls
)giv night of Warr what e re lus business be
ere tn the heart of Hell to work 1o Fire
©Or do hus Errands in the gloomy Deep
What can 1t then avail though y et we feel
Strength undiminsshe, or eternal bemg
To undesgo etermal punsshment®
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‘Whereto with speedy words th’ Arch-fiend reply’d

Fall’'n Cherube, to be weak 1s miserable
Doing or Suffering but of this be sure,
To do ought good never will be our tash,
But ever to do 1ll our sole delight,
As being the contrary to his high will
‘Whom we ressst If then his Providence
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good,
Our labour must be to pervert that end,
And out of good still to find means of evil,
Which oft imes may succeed, so as perhaps
Shall grieve him, 1f T fail not, and disturb
His inmost counsels from their destind aim
But see the angry Victor hath recall’d
His Ministers of vengeance and pursurt

Back to the Gates of Heav’'n The Sulphurous Hail

Shot after us in storm, oreblown hath laid
The fiery Surge, that from the Precipice
Of Heav'n recerv’d us falling, and the Thunder,
‘Wing'd with red Lightning and impetuous rage,
Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now
To bellow through the vast and boundless Decp
Let us not ship th’ occaston, whether scorn,
Or satiate fury yield 1t from our Foe
Seest thou yon dreary Plam, forlorn and wilde,
The seat of desolatton, voyd of light,
Save what the ghmmering of these Iiv1d flames
Casts pale and dreadful® Thither let us tend
From off the tossing of these fiery waves,
There rest, if any rest can harbour there,
And reassembling our afflicted Powers,
Consult how we may henceforth most offend
Our Enemy, our own loss how reparr,
How overcome this dire Calamuty,
What reinforcement we may gain from Hope,
If not what resolution from despare

Thus Satan talling to his neerest Mate
With Head up-hift above the wave, aind Eyes
That sparkling blaz'd, his other Parts besides
Prone on the ['lood, extended long and large
Lay floating many 1 rood, tn bulk as huge
As whom the Fables name of monstrous sizc,
Titanian, or Larth-born,thatwarr'd on Joue,
Briarios or Ty phon, whom the Den
By ancient Tarsus held, or that Sex beast
Leviathan, which God of all lus works
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Created hugest that swam th Qcean stream
Hun haply slambring on the Norw1y foam
"The Puot of some small mghe founder d Shiff
Deeming some Island oft as Sea men tell
‘With fixed Anchor s his skalv rind
Moors by tus side under the Lee while Night
Investsthe Sea and wished Morn delay es
So stretcht aue huge s Jength the Acch fend lay
Chan d on the burning Lake nor ever thence 210
Hadnsnorhea dfushead buttharthe will
And tugh permssion of all rulmg Heaven
Left tum at Jarge to hus ow n darh designs
Thar with reterated crtmes he sught
Heap on humself damnation while he songht
Evil to others and enrag d mught see
How all his malice ser d but to bring forth
Infinite goodness grace and mercy shewn
On Manby lumseduc ¢ but on tumself
“Trehle weath and pourd 220
Torthwith upright he rears from off the Pool
His mughty Srature on each hand the flames
Drnvn backward slope their pomung spires & sowld
Inbitlows leave: th mudst 3 hornd Vale
Then w th expanded wrags he stears hus faghe
Aloft_meumbent on the dushy Asr
at felt unusual wesght wit on dry Land

He lights if 1 were Land that ever burn d
With solid as the Lake with Jiquud fire
And such appear d in hue 4s vwhen the force 230
Of subterrancan wind transperts a Fhil
Torn from Pelorus or the shatter d sude
Of thundring Ztn1 whose cambustible
And few el d entrals thence concen ing Fire
Sublim d with Minecal fury ard the Winds
Andleat e asinged bottomall imolv &
With stench and staezk Such resting found she sole
Of unblest feet Him followed hss next Mate
Both glorying to have scap ¢ the Stygran flood
As Gods and by thewr own recover dstrength 40
Notby the sufferance of supernal Power

Is thus the Regron this the Set the Chime
Suid then the Jost Arch Angel this the sear
That we must change for Heav n this mournful gloom
For that celestial light® Beitso since hee
‘Who now 1s Sovsan can dispose and bid
What shall be nighe fardest from hum ss best
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‘Whom reason hath equald, force hath made supream
Above his equals Farewel happy Frelds
Where Joy for ever dwells Hail horrours, hail 250
Infernal world, and thou profoundest Hell
Recerve thy new Possessor One who brings
A nund not to be chang’d by Place or Time
The mind 1s 1ts own place, and n 1t self
Can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav’n
‘What matter where, 1f I be still the same,
And what I should be, all buc less than hee
‘Whom Thunder hath made greater® Here at least
We shall be free, th’ Almighty hath not built
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence 260
Here we may reign secure, and in my choyce
To reign 1s worth ambition though 1 Hell
Better to reign in Hell, then serve i1n Heav’n
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,
Th’ associates and copartners of our Joss
Lye thus astomsht on th’ oblivious Pool,
And call them not to share with us thewr part
In this unhappy Manston, or once more
‘With rallied Arms to try what may be yet
Regamed 1 Heav’n, or what more lost 1n Hell? 276
So Satan spake, and hum Beelzebub
Thus answer’'d Leader of those Armues bright,
‘Which but th’ Ommipotent none could have fayld,
If once they hear that voyce, their iveliest pledge
Of hope 1n fears and dangers, heard so oft
In worst extreams, and on the perilous edge
Of battel when it rag’d, i all assaults
Therr surest signal, they will soon resume
New courage and revive, thongh now they lye
Groveling and prostrate on yon Lake of Fire, 280
As we erewhile, astounded and amaz'd,
No wonder, fal'n such a pernicious hughth
He scarce had ceas't when the superiour ['end
‘Was moving toward the shore, his ponderous shield
Lthereal temper, massy, large and round,
Behind him cast, the broad circumference
Hung on his shoulders like the Moon, whose Orb
Through Optic Glass the Tuscan Arust views
At Lv'ming from the top of Fesole,
Or1n Valdarno, to descry new Lands, 290
Ruvers or Mountains 1n her spotty Globe.
His Spear, to cqual w hich the tallest Pine
Hewn on Norwegan hlls, to be the Mase
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Of sorne great Ammural were but a wand

He walkt with to support unease steps

Over the burmng Marle not like chose steps

On Heavens Azure and the tared Chime

Smote on hym sore besides vaulted wach Fire

Nathless he so endur ¢ il on the Beach

Of that inflamed Sea he stood and cafl d 200

HisLegions Angel Forms who lay ntrans ¢

Thic} as Autamnal Leaves that strow the Brooks

In Vallombrosa whese th Dirurum shades

High overarch t immbowr or scarterd sedge

Affoat, when with fierce Winds Orion arm d

Hath vext the Red-Sea Coast whose waves orethrew

Bustris 3nd s Memplian Chivalne

W hnle with perfidions hatred they pursa d

The Sojourners of Gorben who beheld

From the safe shore ther floattag Carhases 3t0

And broken Charot Wheels so thick bestrown

Abject and lost lay these coverng the Flood

Under amazement of their fludeous change

He call dso loud that all the hollow Deep

Of Hell resounded Princes Portentates

Warrters the Flowr of Heav n once yours now lost

If such astonsshment as this can sieze

Crernal spines o bave ye chos u this place

Afrer the o)1 of Buzel va repose

Your weaned vermue for the easeyon find 320

‘To slumber here 351n the Vales of Heav n¥

Or sn thus abject posture have y eswarm

Ta adore the Conquerour® who now beholds

Cherube and Seraph rowling a1 the Flood

With seacter d Arms and Ensigns ol anon

Hsswft pursuers from Heav n Gates discern

Th adhvantage and descendine twead us down

Thus drooping or wath hnked Thunderbolts

Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulfe

Axale axise orbeforeverfalln 330
They hesrd and were abashe andwp they sprung

Uponthe wing as when men wont ta wach

On duty sleeping found by whom they dread

Rouse and bestir themseves ere well asiake

Nor did they not perceaye the evil phight

In which they were or the fierce pans not fec!

Jer to thets Generals Voy ce they soon ebeyd

Imumerable As when the potent Red

Of Amrams Son sn Egypts evill day
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‘Wav'd round the Coast, up call’d a pitchy cloud 340
Of Locusts, warpmg on the Fastern Wind,

That ore the Realm of impious Pharaok hung

Like Night, and darken’d all the Land of Nile

So numberless were those bad Angels seen

Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell

"Twixt upper, nether, and surroundimg Fires,

Till, as a signal g1v'n, th’ uplifted Spear

Of their great Sultan waving to direct

Thr course, 1n even ballance down they light

On the firm brimstone, and fill all the Plain, 350
A mulutude, hike which the populous North

Pour’d never from her frozen loyns, to pass

Rbhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous Sons

Came like a Deluge on the South, and spread

Beneath Grbraltar vo the Lybian sands

Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band

The Heads and Leaders thither hast where stood

Ther great Commander, Godlike shapes and forms
Excelling human, Princely Dignities,

And Powers that earst in Heaven sat on Thrones, 360
Though of their Names i heav’nly Records now

Be no memornal, blotted out and ras’d

By thur Rebellion, from the Books of Lafe

Nor had they yet among the Sons of Eve

Got them new Names, till wandring ore the Larth,
Through Gods high sufferance for the tryal of man,

By falsities and lyes the greatest part

Of Mankind they corrupted to forsake

God therr Creator, and th’ invisible

Glory of him, that made them, to transform 370
Oft to the Image of 1 Brute, adorn'd

‘With gay Religons full of Pomp and Gold,

And Dewils to adore for Deities

Then wecre they known to men by various Names,

And various Idols through the Heathen World

Say, Muse, their Names then known, who first, who last,
Rous’d from the slumber, on that fiery Couch,

At thir great Emperors call, as nextin v orth

Came singly where he stood on the bare strand,

While the prormuscuous croud stood yer aloof? 380
The chicf were those who from the Pit of Hell

Roaming to seck their prey on carth, durst fix

Their Seats long after next the Seat of God,

Their Altars by his Alar, Gods ador’d

Among the Nauons round, and durst abide
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Jehoval thundring out of Stoz thrond

Betneen the Cherubim vea often plac d

Within tus Sanctusry st self ther Shunes
Abowunattons and vith cursed things

Hisholy Rates and solemn Feasts profan d 390
And with therr darhaess dutse affrant ins hght

Fiese Molock hornd hang besmear d with blood

Of human sacnfice and parents tears

Though for the noyse ofP Drims and Timbrels loud
Thesr childrens criesunheard that past through fire

Ta fus grim Idol Hum the dnmmonte

‘Waorshipt 1n Rabba and her watry Plun

In Argob and n Bason to the stream

Of urmost Arnon Nor content with such

Audacious nerghbourhood the wisest heart 400
Of Solowson he led by fraud to buld

His Temple nght against the Temple of God

On that opprobrious Hill and made his Grove

The pleasant Vally of Hmnom Tophet thence

And black Gebenna cali d the Ty pe of Hell

Next Chemos th obscene dread of Ao 2bs Sons

From Aroer to Nebo and the wild

Of Southmost dbarm wn Hesebon

And Horonatm Seons Realm beyond

The flowry Dale of Sibmz ¢lad with Vines 410
And Efeale vo th Asphaltick Pool

Peoy hus other Name when he enne d

Israel xn Sattz on thewr march from Nile

To do him wanton nites whch cost them woe

Yet thence Ins lustful Orgies he enlarg &

Even to that Hill of scandal by the Grove

Of Molach homicade lust hard by hate

Y1l good Josmb drove them thence to Hell

With these came they wha from the bordring flood

Of old Euphrates to the Brook that parts 420
Egypt from Syrun ground had general Names

Of Baalr and Ashuroth those male

“These Femnine For Sperits when they please

Can exther Sex assutme or both so Soft

And uncompounded s their Essence purc

Noteed or manael d with joyue o hmb

Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones

Lile cumbrous flesh butin what shape they choose
Dilated or condens ¢ bright or abseure

Can execute their aenie purposes 430
And works of love or gnoury folfill
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For those the Race of Israel oft forsool

Therr hving strength, and unfrequented left
His nighteous Altar, bowing lowly down

To bestal Gods, for which their heads as low
Bow’d down n Battel, sunk before the Spear
Of desprcable foes With these in troop

Came Astoreth, whom the Pheenicians call’d
Astarte, Queen of Heav'n, with crescent Horns,
To whose bright Image mghtly by the Moon
Stdontan Virgins pud their Vows and Songs,
In S107 also not unsung, where stood

Her Temple on th’ offensive Mountan, built
By that uvorious King, whose heart though large,
Begwul'd by farr Idolatresses, fell

To Idols foul Thanruz came next behind,
‘Whose annual wound 1n Lebanon allur’d

The Syrtan Damsels to lament his fate

In amorous ditryes all a Summers day,

‘While smooth Adonss from his native Rock
Ran purple to the Sea, suppos’d with blood
Of Thammug yearly wounded the Love-tale
Infected Stons daughters with Iike heat,
‘Whose wanton passions in the sacred Porch
Ezelsel saw, when by the Vision led

His eye survay’d the dark Idolatries

Of alienated Judah Next came one

‘Who mourn’d 1n earnest, when the Captive Ark
Maum’d his brute Imnge, head and hands lopt off
In lus own Temple, on the grunsel edge,
‘Where he fell flat, and sham’d his Worshipers
Dagon hus Name, Sea Monster, upward Man
And downward Fish yet had his Temple igh
Rear’d in Azotus, dreaded through the Coast
Of Palestine, \n Gath and Ascalon,

And Accaron and Gasa’s frontier bounds
Him follow’d Rmmon, whose delightful Seat
‘Was fair Damascus, on the fertl Banl s

Of Abbana and Pharphar, luad stretms

He also agamnst the house of God was bold

A Leper once he lost and gain’d a King,

Abaz his sotush Conquerour, w hom he drew
Gods Altar to disparage and displace

Tor one of Sy rran mode, whereon to burn
His odious offrings, and adare the Gods
Whom he had vanquisht After these appear’d
A crew who under Names of old Renown,
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Quris Ins Orus and thete Tran

With monstrons shapes and sorcertes abus d
Fanatte Egypt and her Priests to seeh

Thir wandsing Gods disguis & 1a brutssh forms
Rather then human  Nor dud Israel sea

Th snfection when therr botrow d Gold compos d
The Calf 1n Oreb and the Rebel kung

Doubtl d that sin 10 Bethel and i Dan

Lak mng hus Maker 1o the Grazed O«

Jehoral whomone Night when he passd
From Egypt marching equal d with one strohe
Both her first born and all her bleating Gods
Behal came last then whom a Spinit more lewd
Fell nox from Heaven or more gross to love
Vice for it self To hum po Temple stood

Or Altar smoak d 3 et who mose oft then hee
In Temples and at Alrars when the Priest
Tums Athesst 25 did Elys Sons who il d
With lust and violence the house of God

1n Courts and Palaces he alsa Resgns

And m luxursous Ciues where the oy se

Of riot ascends above thor lofuest Towss

And injury and outrage And when NMighe
Darkens the Streets then wander forth the Soas
Of Bel1af flown wich msolence and wine
Witness the Streets of Sodonz and that mght

In Grbeals when hospuabte Dores

Yrelded thir Matrons to prevent worse rape
These were the pnme in order and 1n smght
The rest were Jong 1o 1ef} though far renown d
Th lotran Gods of Javans Issne held

Gods y er confest later then Heav n and Earth
Thur boasted Parents Trtan Heav ns first born
With his enormous breod and buthnght ses d
By younger Sasrn he from nughuer fore

His own and Rbea 5 Son hhe measure found

S0 Jore usurping reign d these first sn Creer
And Idz Lnown thence on the Snowy top

Of cold Olyanpus rul d the mddle Atr

The highest Heav n or on the Delpbran Chff
Or i Dodong and through all the bounds

Of Doric Land or who with Satrn old

Thed over Adriato th Hesperim Feelds

And ore the Ceftic roam d the utmost Isles

All these and more came floching bur with loohs
Down cast and damp 3¢t such wherem sppear d
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Obscure som glimps of J0Y, to have found thir chief
Not n despair, to have found themselves not lost

In loss 1t self, which on his count’nance cast

Like doubtful hue but he his wonted pride

Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore
Semblance of worth not substance, gently rais’d
Their fainted courage, and dispel'd their fears 530
Then stratt commands that at the warlike sound
Of Trumpets loud and Clarions be upreard

His mighty Standard, that proud honour claim’d
Azazel as his night, a Cherube tall

Who forthwith from the ghttering Staff unfurld
Th’ Imperial Ensign, which full high advanc’
Shon like 2 Meteor streaming to the Wind

‘With Gemms and Golden lustre rich 1mblaz’d,
Seraphic arms and Trophies all the while
Sonorous mettal blowing Marnal sounds 540
At which the universal Host upsent

A shout that tore Hells Concave, and beyond
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night

All1n a moment through the gloom were seen

Ten thousand Banners rise into the Air

With Orient Colours waving with them rose

A Forrest huge of Spears and thronging Helms
Appear’d, and serried Shields 1n thick array

Of depth immeasurable Anon they move

In perfect Phalanx to the Dorian mood 550
Of Flutes and soft Recorders, such as rats’d

To highth of noblest temper Hero's old

Arming to Battel, and n stead of rage

Deliberate valour breath’d, firm and unmov’d

With dread of death to flight or foul retreat,

Nor wanting power to mitigate and swage

With solemn touches, troubl’d thoughts, and chase
Anguwish and doubt and fear and sorrow and pamn
From mortal or immortal rmunds Thus they
Breathing unuted force with fived thought 560
Mor’d on 1n silence to soft Pipes that charm’d

Thir panful steps o're the burnt soyle, and now
Advanc’t in view they stand, a horrid Front

Of dreadful length and dazling Arms, in guise

Of Warriers old with order’d Spearand Shaield,
Awating what command thir mmghty Chicf

Had to impose He through the armed Files

Darts his experienc t ey e, and soon traverse

The whole Battalion views, thir order due
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Thir v 1sages and stature a5 of Gods

Thir number last he summs And now his heart
Distends with pride and hardmng mn hus strength
Glones For never since created man

Alet such tmbodied force as nam d with these
Could merit more then that small infand

‘Warr danby Cranes though all the Guant brood
Of Phlegra with th Herowe Race nerejoynd
That fought at Theb s and Nz on each side
Mixr wath auahar Gods 2nd what resounds

1n Fable or Romunce of Uthers Son

Begire with Brantsh and Armroric haghts

And all who since Baptiz d or Infidel

Jousted i dspraviont or Montalban

Danisco or Marpeeo or Trebsond

Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore

When Charleman with all hus Peerage fell

By Fomtarabbta Thus far these bey and
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observd

Thir dread Commander he above the rest

In shape and gesture proudly eminent

Stood lshe a Towr tus form had y er not Jost
All her Ongsmal bnghtness nor appear &

Less then Arch Angel ruind and th excess

Of Glory obscur dAs when the San new nisn
Looks threugh the Honzontal musty Aur

Shorn af hus %eams or from behind the Moan

1n din Echps disastrous ewilight sheds

On half the Nauons and with fear of change
Perplexes Monarchs Darknd so yet shon
Above themall th Arch Angel buchus face
Deep scars of Thunder had intrencht and care
Sat on has faded cheek but under Browes

Of dauntless courage and constderate Prnde
Waiting revenge cruel hus eye but cast

Signs of remorse and passton to behold

The fellows of his enme the followers mather
(Far other once beheld in bliss) condemn 4

For ever now to have thewr lot mpain

Msllions of Sparits for us fault amerc t

Qf Heav  2nd from Eternal Splendoss flun,

For tus resolt, yet farithfull how they stoo

Tur Glory witherd As when Heavéns Frre
Hath scath d the Forrest Oaks or Mountan Pines
WV 1th singed top thesr stately growth though bare
Stands on the biasted Heath’ He now prepar d
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To speak, whereat thetr doubl’d Ranks they bend
From Wing to Wing, and half enclose him round
‘With all hus Peers attention held them mute
Thrice he assayd, and thrice 1n spite of scorn,
Tears such as Angels weep, burst forth at last 620
Words interwos e with sighs found out their way
O Myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers
Matchless, but with th’ Almighty, and that strife
‘Was not inglorious, though th’ event was dire,
As thus place testifies, and this dire change
Hateful to utter but what power of mind
Foreseeing or presaging, from the Depth
Of Lnowledge past or present, could have fear'd,
How such united force of Gods, how such
As stood like these, could ever know repulse? 630
For who can yet beleeve, though after loss,
That all these puissant Legions, whose exile
Hath emptied Heav’n, shall faile to re-ascend
Self-rus’d, and repossess their nativ e seat?
For me, be witness all the Host of Heav'n,
If counsels different, or danger shun’d
By me, have lost our hopes But he who reigns
Monarch tmn Heav'n, t1ll then as one secure
Sat on his Throne, upheld by old repute,
Consent or custome, and his Regal State 640
Put forth at full, but sull his strength conceal’d,
Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall
Henceforth his might w e know, and know our own
So 15 not erther to provoke, or dread
New warr, provol’t, our better part remains
To work n close design, by fraud or guile
‘What force effected not that he no less
At length from us may find, who overcomes
By force, hath overcome but half his foe
Space may produce new Worlds, whereof sonfe 650
There went a fame 1n Heav'n that he ere long
Intended to create, and theren plant
A generanion, whom his chorce regard
Should fa our equal to the Sons of Herven
Thather, if but to prie, shall be perhaps
Our first erupnion, thither or elsewhere
Tor this Infernal Pit shall never hold
Celesual Spints in Bondage, nor th’ Aby sse
Long under darhness cover But these thoughts
Tull Counsel must mature Peace1s dcsr:nrd 66o
For who can think Subnussion! Warr then, Warr
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Open or understaod must be resoh d

He spahe_and ta confiom hus words out flew
Myflions of flanuag swords drawn from the thighs
Qf smaghty Cherutnm the sudden blaze
Far round sltumia d hell fughly they ragd
Aganst che Highese and fiesee with grasped arms
Clash d on their sounding shuelds the dw of war
Huring defiance toward the vaule of Heav

These stood 3 Hill not fae whose griesly tap £70
Belch d fire and sowhag smoak  the rest enure
Shon with 2 glossie seurfl nedoubred sign
That w bus womb was hid metathe Qre
The w ark of Sulphur Thither wng d with speed
A numerous Brigad hasten d As whea bands
Qf Pioners with Spade and Pichaxe arm d
Yarerun the Roy aF Camp to trench 2 Field
Qr casta Rampart AMazzen led themon
Manturon e least exected Spurie that fefl
Fromheaw n for ¢v n 1 heav atuslooks and thaughts 680
Weze always downw ard bent admiunng more
The niches of Heav s pavement wod a Gold
Then aught divine or holy else enjoy d
In vision beatific by him firsy
Alen also and by his suggesnon tanghe
Ransach d the C‘/cmcr 2nd with impious hands
Rutt d the bov cls of therr mother Larth
For Treasures berrer id Soon had his crew
Op nd 1nto the Hill 3 spacious wound
And digg d out ribs of Gold Let none admure (22
That siches grow m Hell that soyle may best
Deserve the prettous bane And here let those
Wha baast 1n morral things and wondring tell
Of Babel and the warks of Memphian Rings
Learn how thr greatest Monuments of Fame
And Strength and Art are easily ourdone
By Spirits reprobate and 1 an hour
What in an age they wath incessant toy le
And hands innumerable scarce perform
Nagh o the Plan in many cells prepar d 700
That underneath had vems of hqusd fire
Stue d from the Lake a second mulutude
Wyth wondrous Art founded the massie Ore
Severing each Jonde 2and scum d the Bullon dross
A third as soon fnd form d within the ground
A vanous mould and from the boyhing cells
Ry strange canseyance fill d each holiow nooh
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Asn an Organ from one blast of wind

To many a row of Pipes the sound-board breaths
Anon out of the earth a Fabrick huge

Rose like an Exhalation, with the sound

Of Dulcet Symphontes and voices sweet,

Built like a Temple, where Pelasters round
Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid

‘With Golden Architrave, nor did there want
Cornice or Freeze, with bossy Sculptures grav'n,
The Roof was fretted Gold Not Babilon,

Nor great Alcairo such magnificence

Equal’d in all thir glories, to ishrine

Belus or Serapss thir Gods, or seat

Thir Kings, when Zgypt with Assyria strove
In wealth and luxurie ‘Th’ ascending pile

Stood fixt her stately highth, and strait the dores
Op’ning thur brazen foulds discover wide
‘Within, her ample spaces, o’re the smooth

And level pavement from the arched roof
Pendant by suttle Magic many a row

Of Starry Lamps and blazing Cressets fed
With Naphtha and Asphaltus yeilded hight

As from asky The hasty multurude

Admunng enter’d, and the work some praise
And some the Archutect his hand was known
In Heav’n by many a Towred structure hugh,
Where Scepter’d Angels held thir residence,
And sat as Princes, whom the supreme King
Exalted to such power, and gave to rule,

Each 1n hus Herarchie, the Orders bright

Nor was his name unheard or unador’d

In ancient Greece, and 1in Ausoman land

Men called bim Afulciber, and how he fell
From Heav'n, they fabl’d, thrown by angry Jove
Sheer o’re the Chry stal Battlements from Mom
To Noon he fell, from Noon to dewy Exe,

A Summers day, and w1th the setng Sun
Dropt from the Zemth like a falling Star,

On Lenmos th’ Zgean le thus they relate,
Lrring, for he with this rebellious rout

Tell long before, nor wght avail d him now

To havc butlt in Heav’n'fugh Tow rs, nor did he scape
By all hus Engins, but ws headlong sent

With his industrious crew to build in hell

Mean while the winged Haralds by command
Of Sovr1n pow er, with 1w ful Ceremony
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And Trampets sound throughout the Host proclam
A solemn Councel forthwith to be held

At Pandemonmum the high Capital

Of Satan and Ius Peers thir summons call d

From every Band and squared Regiment

By place or choice the worthiest they anon

With hunderds and with thousands trooping came 760
Antended all access was throng d the Gates

And Porches wide but chief the spacions Hall
{Though ltke a cover d field where Champions bold
‘Wont ide 1 arm & and at che Soldans chair

Defi d the best of Ponm chnaley

‘To mortal combat or carreer wath Lance)

Thick summ & both on the ground and m theair
Brusht with the hiss of russhing wings As Bees
Inspring ume when the Sun with Taurus rides
Poure forth thir populous youth sbour the Hve 770
In clusters they among fresh dews and flowers

Flie to and fro “or on the smoothed Plank

The subush of thir Straw bude Citeade]

New rub d with Baume expatite and confer

Thur State affaus So thick the serse crowd

Swarm d and were stratn d nlf the Signal ng n
Behold 2 wonder! they but now who seem

In bigness to surpass Earths Gant Sans

Now less then smailest Dwarfs an narrow room
Throng numberless Jtke that Pigmean Race 780
Beyond the Indian Maunt or Faene Elves

Whose midmght Revels by a Forrestside

Or Founeam some belated Peasant sees

Or dreams he sees while over head the Moon

Sits Arbatress and neerer to the Earth

‘Wheels her pale course they on thir mirth & dance
Intent, with jocond Musie charm fus ear

Avonce with joy and fear his heart rebounds

Thus incosposeal Spants to smualfest forms

Reduc d thir shapes inmense and were at farge 790
Though wathout number sulf amedst the Halt

Of that infereal Court But far watha

And 1n thur own diumenssons hlce themseluves

The greae Seraphic Lards and Cherubim

In close recess and secret conclave sat

A thousand Dcm¥ Gods on gotdenseat s

Frequenz and full After shore silence then

Ang summons read the great consultbegan

Bh I



BOOK II

THE ARGUMENT

The Consultatson begun, Satan debates whether another Battel be to be hazarded for
the recovery of Heaven some advise st, others dissuade A third proposal 1s preferd,
mention’d before by Satan to sewrch the truth of that Prophest. or Tradwion
Heaven concermng another world, and another kind of creature equal or 110t much
wifertour to themselves, about this time to be created Thir doubt who shall be sent on
ths difficult search Satan thir chief undertakes alone the voyage, 15 bonourd and ap

plauded The Councel thus ended, the rest betake them several wiyes and to sexcral
nnployments, as thir mchnations lead them, to entertam the tume till Swean retnrn He
posses on s Journey to Hell Gates, finds them shut, and who sat there to guamrd
them, by whom at length they are op’nd, and discover to b the great Gulf berween
Hell and Heaven, with what difficulty be passes through, directed by Chros, the

Power of that place, to the sight of tlus new World which be sought

HIGH on a Throne of Royal State, which fu
Outshon the wealth of Ormus and of Ind,
Or where the gorgeous East with richest hand
Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl & Gold,
Saran exalted sat, by ment rais’d
To that bad eminence, and from despair
Thus hugh uphfted beyond hope, aspires
Beyond thus high, msatiate to pursue
Vain Warr with Heav'n, and by success untaught
His proud imagmations thus displard
Powers and Domimions, Deities of Heav'n,
For since no deep within her gulf can hold
Immortal vigor, though opprest and fall'n,
1 give not Heav'n for lost I'rom this descent
Celestinl vertues rising, will appear
More glorious and more dread then from no fall,
And trust themsels s to fear no second fate

Mee though just right, and the fixt Laws of Hev'n

Dud first create your Leader, next, free chorce,
With what besides, in Counsel or in I'ght,
Hath bin achicvd of mert, y ct this loss

Thus farr at least recover'd, hath much more
Lstablisht 1n 4 safe uncnvied Throne

Yiclded with full consent The happier state
In Heav'n, which follows dlgmtf«. might draw
Lnvy from each infertor, bur who here
\anfcmy whom the Tighe € phice exposes
Tormost to stand agun 1 the 'l hunderers ame

1t
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Your bulwark and condemns to greatest share
Of endless pan? where there 15 then no good 20
For wuch to strive no strife can grow up there
From Faction for none sure will clamn hell
Precedence none whose portion 1s so small
Of present pamn that with ambirous mind
Wil covet more With this advantage then
Te umon and firm Fath and firm accord
More then ean be in Heav n we now return
To claim our just inhertance of old
Surer to prosper then prosperity
Could have assur d us and by what best way 40
Whether of open Warr or covert gule
We now debate who can advise may speal.
He ceas d and next um Aloloc Scepter d hing
Stood up the strongest and the fiercest Spint
That fought 1n Heav n_now fiercer by despar
His truse was with th Ecernal te be deem d
Equal 1n strength and rather then be less
Car d not to beat all wath that care lost
Went all hus fear of God or Hell or worse
He rechd not and these words thereafter spake 50
My sentence 1s for open Warr Of Wiles
More unespert 1boast not them let those
Contrnve who need or when they need not now
Tor while they sit contriving shall the rest
Millions that stand in Arms and longing wut
‘The bignal to ascend sic iingring here
Heav ns fugstives and for thir dwelling place
Accept ths dark opprobrious Den of shame
‘The Prison of hus Ty ranny who Regns
By our delay ? no let us rather choose éa
Arm d with Helt flames and fury all at once
O re Heay ns ugh Tow rs to force resistless way,
Turning our Tortures 1to harnd Arms
A%:xmsr the Torturer when to meet the nowse
Of his Almighty Engin he shall hear
Infernal Thunder and for Lightuung sec
Blacl. fire and horror shot with equal rage
Among his Angels and hs Throne it self
Muxe with Tarzarean Sulphur and strange fire
His own i ented Torments But perhaps 70
The way seems difficult and steep to scale
With ugnght wing agamnst a higher foe
Let such bethunh them 1f the sleepy drench
Of that forgetful Lake benumme not sull
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That in our proper moton we ascend
Up to our native seat descent and fall
To us 1s adverse Who but felt of late
When the fierce Foe hung on our brok’n Rear
Insulting, and pursu’d us through the Decp,
With what compulsion and laborious flight
‘We sunk thus low?® Th’ ascent 1s easte then,
Th’ event 1s fear’d, should we again provohe
Our stronger, some worse way his v rath may find
To our destruction 1if there be 1n Hell
Fear to be worse destroy’d what can be worse
Then to dwell here, dr1s ’n out from bliss, condemn’d
In this abhorred deep to utter woe,
‘Where pan of unextinguishable fire
Must exercise us without hope of end
The Vassals of his anger, when the Scourge
Inevorably, and the torturing houre
Calls us to Penance® More destroy °d then thus
We should be quite abolisht and expire
‘What fear we then what doubt w e to incense
His utmost 1re® which to the highth enrag’d,
‘Wil either quite consume us, and reduce
To nothing this essential, happier farr
Then muserable to have eternal being
Or if our substance be indeed Divine,
And cannot cease to be, we are at worst
On this side nothing, and by proof we feel
Our power sufficient to disturb his Heav n,
And with perpetual inrodes to Allarme,
Though maccessible, his fatal Throne
Which 1f not Victory 1s yet Revenge

He ended frowming, and his look denounc’d
Desperate revenge, and Bateel dangerous
To less then Gods On th’ other side up rose
Belial, 1n act more graceful and humane,
A farer person lost not Heat 'n, he seemd
Tor dignuty compos’d ind hugh explot
But all was false and hollow, though his Tongue
Dropt Manna, and could mal e the worse appear
The better reason, to perplex and dash
Maturest Counsels for his thoughts were low,
To vice industrious, but to Nobler deeds
Timorous and slothful yct he pleas’d the care,
And with perswasi ¢ accent thus begmn

I should be much for open Warr, O Peers,
As not behind 1n hate, 1f what wasurg d
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Marn regson to perswade smmediate Warr
Did not disswade me most and seem to cast
Ommaous conjecture on the whole success
When he who most excels in fact of Arms
In vwhat he counsels and 1n what excels
Mistrustful grounds s courage on despais

- And utrer dissolutton as the scope
Of all hus atm afrer some dire rev emi;:
First what Revenge® the Towrs of Heav nare filld
‘With Armed warch that render all access
Impregnable oft on the bordenng Deep
Encamp thir Legions or with obscure wing
Scout farr and wide 1nto the Realm of mpht
Scorming surpnze Or could we break our way
By force and at our heels all Hell should nise
Wath blackest Insurrection to confound
Hea as purest Light yet our great Dnemte
All meorcuptible would oa tus Throne
Sit unpoliuced and th Lthereat mould
Incapable of stamn would soon expel
Her'mischuef_and purge off the baser fire
Victorions Thus repuls d our final hope
15 flat despair we must exasperate
Th Almighty Victor to spend al] his rage
And that must end us thac must be our cure
To be no more sad cure for who would loose
Though full of pun this meeflectual beng
“Those thoughts that wander through Etermuty
To pensh rather swallowd up md‘izost
Tn the wide womb of uncreated mghr
Devoud of sense and motton® and who Lnows
Let thisbe good whaether our angry Foe
Can give st or wall ever> how hecan
§s dovbinful thathenever will sssure
Wilthe sowise lerloose at once fussre
Beldie through inpotence or unaware
Fao grve hus Enermes thie wish and end
Themin bisanger whom hisanger saves
To pursh endless? wherefore cease we then®
Say they who counsel Warr we are deereed
Resery d and destin d ro Ltexnal woe
W hatever doing what can we suffer mare,
What can we suffer warse? 1s this then worst
Thus seting thus consatang thus i Arms®
‘What when we fled aman pursa dand strook
Wisth Heav ns affhcting Thunder and besought

Bh M
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The Deep to shelter us? this Hell then seem’d
A refuge from those wounds or when we lay
Chain’d on the burning Lake? that sure was worse
What if the breath that land!’d those grim fires
Axwak’d should blow them into sevenfold ge
And plunge us n the Flames® or from above
Should intermitted vengeance Arme again

His red night hand to plague us® what if all
Her stores were op’n’d, and this Firmament
Of Hell should spout her Cataracts of Fire,
Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall
One day upon our heads, while we perhaps
Designing or exhorting glorious Warr,

Caught 1n a fierie Tempest shall be hurl'd

Each on his rock transfixt, the sportand prey
Of racking whurlwinds, or for ever sunk

Under yon boyling Ocean, wrapt in Charns,
There to converse with everlasting groans,
Unrespited, unpitied, unrepreevd,

Ages of hopeless end, this would be worse
Warr therefore, open or conceal’d, alihe

My voice disswades, for what can force or guile
‘With him, or who decerve his mind, whose eye
Views all things at one view, he from heav’ns ighth
All these our motions vain, sees and derides,
Not more Alrmghty to resist our might

Then wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles
Shall w e then live thus vile, the race of Heav'n
Thus trampl'd, thus expell’d to suffer here
Chains and these Torments® better these then worse
By my advice, since fate mevitable

Subdues us, and Omnpotent Decree

The Victors will To suffer, as to doe,

Our strength 1s equal, nor the Law unjust

That so ordains this was at first resolv'd,

If w e were wisc, against so great a foe
Contending, and so doubtful what mghe fall

I lugh, when those who at the Spear are bold
And + ent rous, if that fail them, shrink and fear
What yet they know must follow, to endure
Exile, orignomny, or bonds, or pain,

The sentence of thir Conquerour This s now
Our doom, which if we can sustain and bear,
Our Supream Foe in time m'? much renue

His anger, and perhaps thus farr remos d

Not mind us not offending, sausfi'd
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With what s puaish ¢ whence these raging fires
Will slach 1 af his breath stue not thir flames
Our purer essence then will overcome
Thir novous vapour or enar d not feet
Or chang datlength 20d to the place cenformd
In temper and m nature will recene
Famuluar the fierce heat and void of pan
Ths horror will grow milde this dorkness ight 2.0
Besides what hope the never ending fhighe
Of future days may bring whatchance what change
Worth waitmg uince our grcsent Jot appeers
For happy though butili for ¥ nov worst
1f we procure not to our selves mare woe
Thus Belial with words cloath d m reasons garb
Counsel dignoble ease and peaceful stoath
Notpeace snd afrer homa thus Mammon skmke
Lither to disinthrone the King of Hen'n
Wewarr if wagr be best or o regan «30
Our own nghtlost him ta unthrone we then
May hope when everlasung Fateshally eid
To fickle Chance and Chaos jdge the strife
The former vain to hope argues as vam
The lacter for what place can be forus
Withun Heas nsbound urless Heav ns Lord supream
We overpower? Suppose he should relent
And publish Graceto all on promuse made
Of new Subjection with what eyes conld we
Stand 1 bus presence humble and recewve 240
Stner Laws umpos d to celebrate hus Throne
Vch warbl d EX) mns and to his Godhead sing
Fore v Hallehuahs while he Lordh sts
Qur envied Sovran and his Altar breathes
Ambrosial Odours and Ambrasul Flowers
Qursenile offenings This must be our tash
In Heav n this our delight how weansom
Lternity so spent in worship paid
To wbom we hate Let us not then pursue
By force smpossible by leave obtan d 250
macceptable thoughm Heav n ourstace
Of splendid vagsalage but rather scel
Our own good from our selves and from our own
Luetooursehves though in this vast recess
Free and to none accountable prefernag
Hagd iberty before che easie y oke
Of servile Pomp Our greatness will appear
Then smost conspicuous when grest things of smalf
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Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse
‘We can create, and m what placeso e're 260
Thrive under evil, and work case out of pan
Through labour and endurance This deep world
Of darkness do we dread® How oft anmdst
Thick clouds and dark doth Hea ns all-ruling Sire
Choose to reside, his Glory unobscur’d,
And with the Majesty of darkness round
Covers his Throne, from whence deep thunders roar
Must’ring thir rage, and Heav'n resembles Hell?
As he our Darkness, cannot we his Light
Tmutate when we please® This Desart solle 270
‘Wants not her hidden lustre, Gemms and Gold,
Nor want we shill or art, from whence to raise
Magmficence, and what can Heav’n shew more?
Our torments also may 1n length of ime
Become our Llements, these piercing Fires
As soft as now severe, our temper chang’d
Into their temper, which must needs remove
The sensible of pain All things nvite
To peaceful Counsels, and the settl’d State
Of order, how 1 safety best we may 280
Compose our present evils, with regard
Of what we are and where, dismissing quite
All thoughts of Warr, ye have what I advise
He scarce had finisht, when such murmur filld
Th’ Assembly, as when hollow Rochs retamn
The sound of blustring winds, which all mght long
Had rous’d the Sea, now with hoarse cadence lull
Sea-faring men orewatcht, whose Bark by chance
Or Pinnace anchors ina craggy Bay
After the Tempest Such appliuse was heard 290
As Manmron ended, and lus Sentence pleas’d,
Advising peace for such another Feld
They dreaded worse then Hell so much the fear
Of Thunder and the Sword of Afichael
Wrought sull within them, and no less desire
To found this nether Empire, which might rise
By pollicy, and long process of tume,
In emulation opposite to Heav'n
Which when Beelsebul percen d, then whom,
Satan except, none lugher sag, with grasc 300
Aspect he rose, and 1n hus rising seein d
A Pillar of State, deep on hus I ront engraven
Deliberation sat and publicl care,
And Princely counscl in his face y et shon,
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Majestick though innuun - sage he stood

W sth Atlanrean shoulders it to bear

“The w eight of mightsest Monarchses hislooh

Drew avdience and attention still as Night

O Summers Noot tsde air whale thus he spake
Thrones and impenal Powess off spring of heav n

Etheresl Vertues or these Titles now

Must we renounce and changing stile be call d

Princes of Hell> for so the popslar vote

Tnchines hese to continue and batd up here

A grovung Empire doubrless whilewe dream

And Loow not that the lung of Heay nhath doom d

Ttus place our dungeon not our safe retreat

Bey ond hus Patens 2tm to lue exempt

From Hea ns fugh yunsdietion i new League

Banded against fus Throne but ta remaine

In stnictest bondage though thos far remov d

Under th mevitable curb resery &

His capuve mulntude Forbe be sure

In hygheh or depth stll first and lase wall Reign

Sole hang and of his Kingdom loose no part

By our revolt but over Hell extend

His Empire and with Iron Sceprer mide

Us here as wath hys Golden those i Heas »

‘What st we thea projecting Peace and Warr?

Warr hath determin d us and fodd withloss

Irreparable tearms of peace yet none

)V outsaf t or sought for what peace wiltbegivn

Tousenslav d but custody severe

And stripes and arbrtrary pymshment

Inflicted® and what peace can we return

Bur to our power hosulity and hate

Untam d reluctance and revenge though slow

Yot ever plorung how the Conquerour feast

May reap bus conguest and may least rejoyce

In douag what we most m suffeting feel®

INor will occasion want nor shalt we need

With dangerous expedition to mvade

Heavn whose high satls feor no assault or Stege

Or ambush from the Deep Whatsf we find

Some easicr emerprize® There 15 2 place

{}f ancient and prophetic fame 1n Heav n

Lrrnot) snother Waorld the happy seat

Of som neww Race call d 3fan shout thus tme

To be created like 1o us though less

In pow erand excellence but favous & more
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Of him who rules above, so was his will
Pronounc’d among the Gods, and by an Qath,
That shook Heav’ns whol circumference, confirm'd
Thuther let us bend all our thoughts, to learn
‘What creatures there mhabit, of what mould,
Or substance, how endu’d, and what thir Power,
And where thir weakness, how attempted best,
By force or suttlety Though Heav'n be shut,
And Heav'ns high Arbitrator sit secure
In hus own strength, this place may lye expos’d 360
The utmost border of his Kingdom, left
To their defence who hold 1t here perhaps
Som advantagious act may be achtev’d
By sudden onset, exther with Hell fire
To waste hts whole Creation, or possess
All as our own, and drive as we were driven,
The pume habitants, or if not drive,
Seduce them to our Party, that thir God
May prove thir foe, and with repenting hand
Abolish his own works This would surpass 370
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy
In our Confuston, and our Joy uprase
In hus disturbance, when his darling Sons
Hurl’d headlong to partake with us, shall curse
Thur frail Originals, and faded bliss,
Fadced so soon Advise if this be worth
Atrempung, or to sit in darkness here
Hatching vam Empires Thus Beelzebub
Pleaded his devilish Counsel, first devis’d
By Satan, and m part propos'd for whence, 380
But from the Author of all1ll could Spring
So decp a malice, to confound the race
Of manhind 1n one root, 1nd Larth with Hell
To mingle 1nd mvolve, done all to spite
The great Creatour? But thir sFu:c still serves
His glory to augment The bold design
Pleas d hughly those infernal States, and joy
Sparhl'd in all thir ey es, with full assent
'If:)cy vote whereat his speech he thus renews
Well have ye judg'd, well ended long debate, 390
Synod of Gods, wnd like to what y e 1re,
Great things resoly'd, which from the low est deep
Will once more lift us up, m spight of I'te,
Neerer our ancient Seat, perhaps i view
Of thosc bright confines, whence ith neighbourg Arms
And opportune excursion we m1y chance
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Re enter Heav n or else i some nulde Zone
Dwell not unvisited of Heav ns fair Light
Secure and atthe bnghtmn§ Orient beam
Purge off this gloom the soft delicious Air 400
To heal the scarr of these corrostve Fires
Shall breath her balme But first whom shall we send
In search of this new world whom shall we find
Sufficient® who shall rempt with wandning feet
The dark unbottom d infinite Abyss
And through the palpable obscure find out
His uncouth way or spread his aene flight
Upborn with indefatigable wings
Over the vast abrupt ere he arnve
The happy lle what strength what art can then 410
Suffice or what evaston bear him safe
Through the strict Senteries and Stattons thich
Of Angels warching round? Here he had need
All aircumspection and wee now no less
Choice in our suffrage for on whom we send
The weight of all and our last hope relies
Thissaid hesat and expectation held
His look suspence awaiting who appeer d
Tosecond oroppose orundertake
The penlous attempt but all sat mute 420
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts and each
In others count nance red his own dismay
Astomsht none among the choice and prime
Of those Heav n warring Champions could be found
So hardie as to Sroffer or accept
Alone the dreadful voyage tillat last
Satan whom now transcendent glory raisd
Above his fellows with Monarchal Pnde
Conscious of highest worth unmoy'd thus spake
O Progeny og Heav n Empy real Thrones 430
‘With reason hath deep silenceznd demurr
Sessdus though undismatd long 1s the way
And hard that out of Hell leads up to Light
Our prison strong this huge convex of Fire
Qutrageous to devour tmmures us round
Ninefold and gates of burning Adamant
Barr d over us prohibit all egress
‘These past 1f any pass the void profound
Of unessential Night recerves him next
Wide gaping and with utter loss of being 440
Threatens bum plung d 1n that abormv e gulf
If thence he scape into what ever world
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Or unknown Region, what remams him less

Then unknow n dingers and as hard escape

But I should 1l become this Throne, O Peers,

And this Impenal Sov’ranty, adorn’d

With splendor, arm’d with power, if aught propos'd
And judg’d of public moment, in the shape

Of difficulty or danger could deterre

Me from attempting Wherefore do I assume 450
These Royalties, and not refuse to Reign,

Refusing to accept as great a share

Of hazard as of honour, due alike

To him who Reigns, and so much to him due

Of hazard more, as he above the rest

High honourd sits® Go therfore mighty powers,
Terror of Heav’n, though fall'n, intend at home,
While here shall be our home, what best may case
The present musery, and render Hell

More tollerable, if there be cure or charm 460
To respite or deceive, or slack the pain

Of this 1ll Mansion 1ntermit no watch

Against a wakeful Foe, while I abroad

Through all the coasts of dark destruction seeh
Deliverance for us all this enterprize

None shall partake with me Thus saymg rose

The Monarch, and prevented all reply,

Prudent, least from his resolution rats’d

Others among the chuef might offer now

(Certain to be refus’d) what erst they feard, 470
And so refus’d might 1n opinion stand

His rivals, winming cheap the high repute

Which he through hazard huge must earn But they
Drerded not more th’ adventure then his voice
Torbidding, and at once with him thev rose

Thir nising all at once was s the sound

Of Thunder heard remote Towards hum thev bend
With v ful reverence prone, and 1s 1 God

Extoll him equal to the highest in Heav n

Nor ful'd thev to express how much they prusd, 480
That for the gencral safety he despis d

Hisown for netcher do the Spirits dunn'd

Loose all thir v ertue, least bad men should boast

Thir specious deeds on earth, which glory excites,
Or close amtntion varmisht o’re with zeal

Thus they thir doubtful consultanons dark

Lnded rejoy cing m thir marchless Chief

As when from mountan tops the dusky clouds

I21



(22

Paraptse Lost

Ascending while the North wind sleeps o respread
Heavn schearful face the lowring Element
Scowls ore the dark nd lantskip Snow or showre
If chance the radiant Sun with farewell sw cet
Extend his ev ning beam the fieldsrevne
The birds thir notes renew and bleating herds
Attest thir joy that hull and valley rings
O shame to men' Devil with Devil damn d
Firm concord holds men onely disagree
Of Creatures ranonal though under hope
Of heavenly Grace and God grocl:ummg peace
Yet bive 1n hatred enmitie and strife
Among themselves and levie cruel warres
Wasting the Larth each other to destroy
Asif (which might induce usto accord)
Man had not hellish foes anow besides
That day and mght for his destruction waite

‘The Stygun Councel thus dissolv d and forth
In order came the grand infernal Peers
Midst came thir mighty Paramount and seemd
Alone th Antagonist of Heav n nor less
Then Hells dread Emperour with pomp Supream
And God likemtated State him round
A Globe of fierie Seraphum inclos d
With bright imblazonrie and horrent Arms
Then of thir Sesston ended they bid cry
With Trumpets regal sound the great result
Toward the four winds four speedy Cherubim
Put to thir mouths the sounding Alchymie
By Harnlds voice explan d the hollow Abyss
Heard farr and wide and all the host of Hell
With deafning shout return d them loud acclam
“Thence more at ease thir minds and somwhat rars d
By false presumptuous hope the ranged powers
Disband and wandning each hns several way
Pursues as inchination or sad choice
Leads hum perplext where he may hikelest find
Truce to his restless thoughts and entertain
The irksome hours till his great Chief return
Part on the Plain or tn the Aur sublime
Upon the wing or in swift race contend
Asarth Olympian Games or Pythan fields
Part curb thir fierte Steeds or shun the Goal
With rapid wheels or fronted Brigads form
As when to warn proud Cities warr appears
1Vag d 1n the troubl d Skie and Armtes rush
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To Battel 1n the Clouds, before each Van

Pric forth the Aerie Krughts, and couch thir spears
Thll thickest Legions close, with feats of Arms
From either end of Heav'n the welkin burns
Others with vast T’y pheean rage more fell

Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air
In whirlwind, Hell scarce holds the wilde uproar
As when Alcides from Oealta Crown’d

With conquest, felt th’ envenom’d robe, and tore
Through pan up by the roots Thessaltan Pines,
And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw

Into th’ Euboic Sea Others more milde,
Retreated m a silent valley, sing

‘With notes Angelical to many a Ha

Thir own Heroic deeds and hapless fall

By doom of Batrel, and complain that Fate

Free Vertue should enthrall to Force or Chance
Thur song was parnal, but the harmony

(What could 1t less when Spirits immortal sing®)
Suspended Hell, and took with ravishment

The thronging audience In discourse more sweet
(For Eloquence the Soul, Song charms the Sense,)
Others apart sat on a2 Hill renir'd,

In thoughts more elevate, and reason’d high

Of Providence, Forehnowledge, Will, and Fate,
Fat Fate, free will, forehnow ledge absolute,

And found no end, in wandring mazes lost

Of good and evil much they argu’d then,

Of happiness and final muscry,

Passion and Apathie, and glory and shame,

Vain wisdom all, and false Philosophie

Yet with a pleasing sorcerie could charm

Pan for 1 while or inguish, and excite

Tallactous hope, or 1rm th’ obdured brest

With stubborn ptuence as with triple steel
Another part m Squadrons and gross Binds

On bold ads enture to discover wade

That dismal World, 1f any Clime perhips

Alight y elld them easier hibitation, ben

Tour ways thir flving March, along the Banks

Of four infernal Rivers that disgorge

Into the burming Lal e thir baleful streams,
Abhorred Styx the flood of deadly hate,

S1d Acheron of Sorrow, black and deep

Cocy tus, nam'd of lamentation loud

Heard on the ruful stretm, fierce Phlegeton
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Whose waves of torrent fire mflame with rage

Farr off from these a slow and silent stream

Lethe the Riser of Oblivion roules

Her watnie Laby inth whereof who drinks

Forthuth his former state and being forgets

Forgets both joy and grief pleasure and pain

Beyond this flood a frozen Continent

Laes dark and wilde beat with perpetual storms

Of Whirlwind and dire Hail which on firm land
‘Thaws not but gathers heap and ruin seems 590
Of ancient pile all else deep snow and 1ce

A gulf profound as that Serboman Bog

Betwixt Dwnata and mount Casius old

Where Armies whole have sunk the parching Air
Burns frore and cold performs th effect of Fire
‘Thather by harpy footed Fures hail d

At certain revolunons all the damn d

Are brought and feel by turns the bitter change

Of fierce extreams extreams by change more fierce
From Beds of raging Fire to starve 1n Ice 600
Thur soft Ethereal warmth and there to pine
Immovable mfint and frozen round

Pertods of ume thence hurrted back co fire

They ferry over this Letbean Sound

Both to 2nd fro thir sorrow to augment

And wish and struggle as they pass to reach

The tempting stream with one small drop to loose

In sweet forgerfulness all pan and woe

Allin one moment and 5o neer the brink

But fate withstands and to oppose th atrempt 610
Medusa with Gorgoman terror guards

The Ford and of it self the water fltes

Al taste of hiving wight as once it fled

The hip of Tanialus Thus roving on

In confus d march forlorn th adyventrous Bands

With shuddring horror pale and ey €5 agast

View d first thir lamentable lor and found

No rest through many a darh and dreane Vaile

They passd and many a Region dolorous

O re many a Frozen many a Fiene Alpe 60
Rochs Caves Lakes Fens Bogs Dens and shades of death
A Unnerse of death which God by curse

Created esil for evil only good

Where all life dies death Iives and nature breeds
Perverse all monstrous all prodigious things
Abomumable inutrerable and worse



BK I1

Parapise Losy

Then Fables yet have feign’d, or fear concen’d,
Gorgons and Hydra’s, and Chimzera’s dire

Mean while the Adversary of God and Man,
Satan with thoughts inflam’'d of highest design,
Pats on swift wings, and toward the Gates of Hell
Explores his solitary flight, som times
He scours the right hand coast, som times the left,
Now shayes with level wing the Deep, then soares
Up to the fiery concave touring high
As when farr off at Sea a Fleet deserr’d
Hangs 1 the Clouds, by Zqumoctinl Winds
Close smling from Bengala, or the Hes
Of Ternate and Trdore, whence Merchants bring
Thir spicie Drugs they on the trading Ilood
Through the wide Ethropiuan to the Cape
Ply stemnung mghtly toward the Pole So seem’d
Farr off the flying Fiend at last appeer
Hell bounds lgh reaching to the hornd Roof,
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And thrice threefold the Gates, three folds were Brass,

Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rocl,
Impenitrable, impal’d with cirching fire,

Yet unconsum’d Before the Gates there sat

On erther side a formmdable shape,

The one seem’d Woman to the waste, and fair,
But ended foul 1n many a scaly fould
Volummous and vast, a Serpent arm’d

With mortal sting about her middle round

A cry of Hell Hounds never ceasing barh’d
With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung
A hideous Peal yet, when they list, would creep,
If aught disturb’d thir noyse, mto her woomb,
And hennel there, yet there sull bark'd and how!'d
1Within unscen Tarr less abhorrd then these
Ven'd Seylla bathing i the Sca that parts
Calabria from the hoarce Trinacrian shore

Nor ugher follow the Nighe-Fag, when call'd

In seeret, riding through the Aur she comes

Lur'd with the smell of infant blood, to dince
With Lapland Wasches, while the labouring Moon
Lchpses at thir charms The other shipe,

If shape it might be call’d that shipe had none
sttmguns!nb%c m member, joy nt, or hmb, .
Or substance might be call d that shadow scem'd,
Tor cach scem'd euther, black 1t stood as Nighe,
Tierce 1s ten Turtes, ternible as Hell,

And shook 2 dreadful Dart, what scem’d hus head
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The likeness of a kungly Crown had on

Satan was now at hand and from his seat

The Monster moving onward came as fast

With hornd strides Hell trembled as he strode

Th undaunted Fiend what this nught be admur d

Admir & not feard God and his Son except,

Created thing neught vallu d he nor shun d

And with disdainful look thus first began 880
Whence and what art thou execrable shape

That dar st though gnm and ternble advance

Thy muscreated Front athwart my way

To yonder Gates® through them I mean to pass

That be assured without leave ashe of thee

Retire ortaste thy folly andlearnby proof

Hell born not to contend wath Spirits of Heav n
To whom the Gobln full of wrauth reply d

Art thou that Traitor Angel art thou hee

‘Who first broke peace n Heay nand Faith willthen 690

Unbrol n and m proud rebellous Arms

Drew after hum the third past of Heav ns Sons

Conyur d agamst the highest for whuch bath Thou

And they outcast from God are here condemn d

To waste Lternal daies m woe and pamn®

And rech n st thou thy self with Spinits of Heav n

Hell doomd, and breath st defiance here and scorn

Where I reign kung and to enrage thee more

Thy Kung and Lord® Bach to thy pumishment

False fugitive and to thy speed add wings 700

Least with 2 whip of Scorpions I pursue

Thy hngring or with one stroke of this Dart

Strange horror seise thee and pangs unfelt before.
So spake th:fneshc terrour and 1n shape

So speaking and so threatning grew ten fold

More dreadful and deform onth other side

Incenc £ with indiznation Satan stood

Unternfi d and hike a Comet burn d

That fires the length of Ophincus huge

Inth Aruck Sky and from his hornd hair 710

Shales Pestilence and Warr Each at the Head

Level d hus deadly aime thir fatall hands

No second strohe tntend and such a frown

Each castatth other as when two black Clouds

With Heav ns Artillery fraughr come rarthing on

Oher the Caspran, then stand front to front

Hos ning aspace till Winds the signal blow

To joy n'thur dark Encounter 1n mid air
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So frownd the mighty Combatants, that Hell
Grew darker at thir frown, so matcht they stood,
For never but once more was erther like
To meet so great a foe and now great deeds
Had been achiev'd, whereof all Hell had rung,
Had not the Snalue Sorceress that sat
Fast by Hell Gate, and kept the fatal Key,
Rss’n, and with hideous outcry rush’d between
O Father, what 1ntends thy hand, she cry’d,
Aganst thy only Son® What fury O Son,
Possesses thee to bend that mortal Dart
Agamnst thy Fathers head® and know'st for whom,
For him who sits abave and laughs the while
At thee ordain’d his drudge, to execute
What ¢’re his wrath, which he calls Justice, bids,
His wrath which one day will destroy ye both
She spale, and at her words the hellish Pest
Forbore, then these to her Sazan returm’d
So strange thy outcry, and thy words so strange
Thou interposest, that my sudden hand
Prevented spares to tell thee yet by deeds
‘What 1t intends, till first I know of thee,
What thing thou art, thus double-form’d, and why
In this infernal Vaile first met thou call’st
Me Father, and that Fantasm call’st my Son?
I know thee not, nor ever saw till now
Sight more detestable then him and thee
T’ whom thus the Portress of Hell Gate reply’d,
Hast thou forgot me then, and do I'seem
Now 1n thine eye so foul, once deemd so fair
In Heav’n, when at th’ Assembly, and mn sight
Of all the Seraphim with thee combin’d
In bold conspiracy against Heav'ns King,
All on a sudden miserable pan
Surpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzie swumm
In darkness, while thy head flames thick and fast
Threw forth, ull on the left side op'ming wide,
Lal est to thee in shape and count’nince bright,
Then shining heav'nly far, 1 Goddess armd
Out of thy head I sprung, arazement sais'd
All th' Host of Heav'n, back they recolld afirad
At first, and call'd me Sn, and for 1 Sign
Portentous held me, but fanuhar grown,
1 pleas’d, and with ateractn e grices won
he most 1 erse, thee chiefly, who full oft
Thy sclf in me thy perfect image viewing
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Becam st enamour d and such joy thou tool st
With me in secret that my womb concewv d
A growing burden Mean while Warr arose

And fields were fought 1n Heav n wherein remaind

(For what could else) to our Almghty Foe
Cleer Victory to our part loss and rout
Through all the Empyrean down they fell
Dnv n headlong from the Pitch of Heaven down
Into this Deep and 1n the general fall

Talso at which tume this powerful Key

Into my hand was giv o with charge to keep
Thesc Gates for ever shut which none can pass
Without my op ming Pensive here I sat
Alone but long I'sat not ull my womb
Pregnant by thee and now excessive grown
Prodigious motion felt and rucful throes

At last this odious offspring whom thou seest
Thine own begotten brealang violent way
Tore through my entrails that with fear and pas
Distorted all my nether shape thus grew
Transformd but he my inbred enemie
Forthissud brandishing his fatal Dart

Made to destroy 1fled and cry d out Deaths
Hell trembl d at the hideous Name and sigh d
Fromall her Caves and back resounded Death
Ifled but he pursu d (though more 1t seems
Inflam d w1th lust then rage) and swafter far
Me overtook his mother all dismaid

And 1n embraces forcible and foule
Ingendring with me of that rape begot

These yelling Monsters that with ceasless ¢
Surround me as thou sawst hourly concerv'd
And hourly born with sorrow infimte

Tome for when they hst into the womb
That bred them they return and howle and gnaw
M{' Bowels their repast then bursting forth
Afresh with conscious terrours vex me round
‘That rest or intermussion none I find

Before mune ey es in opposition sits

Grim Death my Son and foe who sets them on
And me hus Parent would full soon devour

For want of other prey but that he knows

His end with mine mvolvd and knows that I
Should prove a butter Morsel and his bane
When ever that shall be so Fate pronounc d
But thou O Father I forewarn thee shun
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His deadly arrow, neither vamly hope
To be invulnerable in those bright Arms,
Though temper’d heav'nly, for that mortal dint,
Save he who reigns above, none can resist

She finish’d, and the suttle Fiend his lore
Soon learnd, now mulder, and thus answerd smooth
Dear Daughter, since thou claim’st me for thy Sire,
And my fair Son here show st me, the dear pledge
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and j0Vs
Then sweet, now sad to mention, through dire change §20
Befalln us unforeseen, unthought of, know
I come no enemue, but to set free
From out thus dark and dismal house of pan,
Both him and thee, and all the heav’nly Host
Of Spirits that i our just pretenses arm’d
Fell with us from on high from them I go
This uncouth errand sole, and one for all
My self expose, with lonely steps to tread
Th’ unfounded deep, & through the void immense
To search with wandring quest a place foretold 830
Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere now
Created vast and round, a place of bliss
In the Pourlieues of Heav'n, and theren plac’t
A race of upstart Creatures, to supply
Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov’d,
Least Heav’n surcharg’d with potent mulutude
Might hap to move new broiles Be this or aught
Then this more secret now design’d, I haste
To 1 now, and this once known, shall soon return
And bring ye to the place where Thou 1nd Death 840
Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unscen
Wing silently the buvom Aur, imbalm’d
With odours, there ye shall be fed and fill'd
Immeasurably, all things shall be y our prev
He ceas'd, for both scemd highly pleasd, and Death
Grinnd hornble a gastly smile, to Ecar
His famune should be fill'd, and blest his mawe
Destin'd to that good hour no less rejoy c'd
His mother bad, 1nd thus bespake her Sire

The key of this infernal Picby due, S50
And by command of Heav'ns all-pow erful king
ITecep, by hum forbidden to unlock
These Adimanune Gates, agamst all force
Death ready stands to mnterpose his dart,
[earless to be o rematche by hving mughe.
But w hat ow I to hiscommands above
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‘Who hates me and hath hither thrust me down

Into ths gloom of Tartarus profound

Tosit m%atcful Office here confin d

Intoitant of Heav n and heav nhie born 860

Here sn perpetual agone 2nd paw

With terrors and with clamors compasst round

Of mine own brood that on my bowels feed

Thou art my Father thon my Author thon

My being gav st me whom should Y obev

But thee whom follow? thou wilt bring me soon

Ta that new world of hight 2nd bhss among

The Gods who hve at ease where I shall Reign

At thy right hand voluptuous as beseems

Thy doughter and thy darking without end 870
'Ilhus saymg from her side the fatal hey

Sad msteument of all our woe she took

And o ards the Gate rouling fer bestial tram

Forthwith the huge Portcullss high up drew

W hich bus her self not all the Stygun powers

Could once have mov d then w the Ley hole turns

Th muncate wards and every Bolt and Bar

Qf massie Iron or solhid Rock with ease

Usfostns onasudden op o flie

With impetuous recosle and jarnng sound 880

Th infernal dores and en thir hinges prate

Flarsh Thunder that the low est borrom shook

Of Lrebys Sheopnd but to shut

Lxcel dher power the Gates wade op n staod

Thar with extended wmgs a Bannerd Host

Under spread Ensigns marching mught pass through

With Horse and Charsots rankt i loose arra

So wide they stood and lde 2 Fumace mouth

Cast forth fedounding smoak and ruddy flame

Before thir e es i sudden view appear S50

The secress of the hoane deep a dark

{lhrutable Ocean without bound

Without demension where length breadth and highth

And time and place are lost where eldest Night

And Claos Ancestors of Nature hold

Ltemat Anarchie amudst the noise

Of endless warrs and by confuston stand

For hot cold, mosst and dry four Champions fierce

Strnve here for Maistrie and to Battel bring

Thir embsyon Atoms they around the flag po0

Of each tus faction m thur'severat Clanns

Light arm d or heavy sharp smooth swift or slow
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Swarm populous, unnumber’d as the Sands

Of Barca or Cyrene’s torrd so1l,

Levied to side with warring Winds, and pose

Thir highter wings To whom these most adhere,
Hee rules 2 moment, Chaos Umpire sits,

And by decision more 1mbroiles the fra

By which he Reigns next him hugh Arbiter

Chance governsall Into this wilde Abyss, 910
The Womb of nature and perhaps her Grave,

Of netther Sea, nor Shore, nor Air, nor Fire,

But all these mn thir pregnant causes mist

Confus’dly, and which thus must ever fight,

Unless th’ Almighty Maker them ordan

His dark matertals to create more Worlds,

Into this wild Abyss the warne fiend

Stood on the brink of Hell and look’d a while,
Pondenng his Voyage for no narrow frith

He had to cross Nor was his eare less peal’d 920
‘With noises Ioud 1nd ruinous (to compare

Great things with small) then when Bellona storms,
With all her battering Engtnes bent to rase

Som Capital City, or less then 1if this frame

Of Heav'n were falling, and these Elements

In mutinie had from her Axle torn

The stedfast Earth At last hus Sail-broad Vannes

He spreads for flight, and in the surging smoak
Uplifted spurns the ground, thence many a League
As n a cloudy Chair ascending rides 930
Audacious, but that seat soon faling, meets

A vastvacuitie all unawares

Fluttring his pennons vain plumb down he drops
Ten thousand fadom deep, and to this hour

Down had been falling, had not by 1ll chance

The strong rebuff of som tumultuous cloud

Instinct with Cire and Nitre hurried him

As many miles aloft that fune stay’d,

Quenchein a Boggie Syrtis, neither Sea,

Nor good dry Land migh founderd on he fares, 940
Treading the crude consistence, half on foot,

Hnlf fly ing, behoves him now both Oare and Saille

As when 1 Gryfon through the Wilderness

With winged course ore Hill or moarne Dale,
Pursues the Aranaspran, who by stelth

Had from his wakeful custody purlomnd

The guarded Gold So eagerly the fiend

Ore bog or steep, through -trmt, rough, densc, or rare,

I31
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With head hands wings or feet pursues his way
And swams or sinks or wades or creeps or flyes g50
At length 2 unss ersal hubbub wilde
Of stunnmg sounds and vosces all confus d
Born through the hollow dark assaults hus eare
With loudest vehemence thuther he plyes
Undaunted to meet there what ever power
Or Sprrit of the nethermost Abyss
Might in that nowse reside of whom to ash
‘Which way the neerest coast of darkness by es
Bordenng on light swhen strait behold the Throne
Of Chaos and tus darh Pavilon spread 960
‘Wide on the wasteful Deep with ham Enthron d
Sat Sable vested Naght eldest of thangs
The Consort of his Reign and by them stood
Orcus and Ades and the dreaded name
Of Demogorgon Rumor next and Chance
And Tumult and Confusion alt imbroild
And Discord with 2 thousand 1anous mouths
T whom Sgsan turning boldly thus YePowers
And Spurits of this nethermaost Abyss
Ch1os and ancient Night 1come noSpie 970
Wich purpose ro explore or to d:smtg
The secrets of your Realm but by constrame
‘Wandung this darhsome desart asmy wa
Lses throvgh your spacious Lmpire up to light
Alone :mf without gusde half lost Iseek
‘What readiest path leads where your gloomte bounds
Confine with Heav n or if som other place
From y our Domunton won th Lthereal hing
Possesses lately thither to arnive
1 travel this profound direct my course 980
Drrected no mean recompence it brings
To your behoof 1f Tthat Ecgmn fost
Al usurpation thence expelid reduce
Ta her onginal darkness and your sway
{Whch 1s ty present journey) and once more
Erece the Standerd there of ancient Night
Yours be th advantage all mmne the revenge
“Thus Sazan and hum thus the Anarch old
With faulening speech and visage incompos d
Answerd Ihoow thee stranger who thou art 990
That nughty leadimg Angel who of fate
Made head against Heay ns hung though overthrown
1saw and heard for such a numerous host
Fled nor 1n silence through the fnghted deep
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With rumn upon run, rout on rour,

Confusion worse confounded, and Heav'n Gates
Pourd out by mullions her victorious Bands
Pursumng 1 apon my Fronueres here

Keep residence, if all I can will serve,

That httle which 1s left so to defend
Encroacht an sull through our intestine broiles
Weal ning the Scepter of old Night first Hell
Your dungeon stretching far and wide beneath,
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another World
Hung ore my Realm, Iink’d 1n a golden Chain

logo

To that side Heav’n from whence your Legions fell

If that way be your walk, you have not farr,
So much the neerer danger, goe and speed,
Havock and spoil and ruin are my gain

He ceas’d, and Satan stmd not to reply,
But glad that now his Sea should find a shore,
‘With fresh alacritie and force renew’d
Springs upward like a Pyramud of fire
Into the wilde Expanse, and through the shock
Of fighung Elements, on all sides round
Environ’d wins his way, harder beset
And more endanger’d, then when Argo pass'd
Through Bosporus berwint the justhing Rocks
Or when Uty sses on the Larbord shunnd
Charybdss, and by th’ other whirlpool steard
So he with difficulty and labour hard
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour hee,
But hee once past, soon after when man fell,
Strange alteration' Sin and Death amain
Following his trach, such was the will of Heav n,
Pav’d after him a broad and beat’n w1y
Orer the dark Abyss, whose botling Gulf
Tamely endur’d a Bridge of wondrous length
From Hell conunu’d reaching th’ utmost Orbe
Of tlus frail World, by wluch the Spinits pers erse
With easte intercourse pass to and fro
To tempt or purush mortals, except w hom
God and good Angels guard by special grace
But now ar last the sacred influence
Of Iight appears, and from the walls of Heay n
Shoots farr nto the bosom of dim Night
A ghmmenng dawn, here Nature first begins
Her fardest \"crgc, and Chaos to reurc
As from her ourmost worhs a brok n foe
Wich tumule less and with less hosule din,
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BOOK I

THE ARGUMENT

3od sittimg on bis Throne sees Savan flymg towards ths world, then newly created,
bews bimi to the Son who sat at s right band, foretells the success of Satan n per-
erting mankind, clears bis own Justice and Wisdom from all mupusation, ba ung
reated Man free and able enough to bave withstood bis Tempter yet declares Ins
urpose of grace towards bim, 1n regard be fell not of bis own malice, as did Sitan

ut by bum seduc’t The Son of God renders praises to bis Fatber for the manifesta

'on of bis gracious purpose towards Man, but God agan declares, that Grace cannot
e extended towards Man wnthout the satisfaction of dwine Justice, Man bath
ffended the majesty of God by aspiring to Godhead, and therefore with all bis
rogeny devoted to death must dye, unless some one can be found sufficient to
nswer for lus offence, and undergoe Ius Pumishment The Son of God freely offers
mself a Ransonte for Man the Father accepts brm, ordans bis sncarnation, pro

ounces bis exaltation above all Names 1 Heaven and Earth, conmnands all the
Ingels to adore bm, they obey, and bymmng to therr Harps in full Quire, celebrate
be Father and the Son” Mean while Satan alights upon the bare comex of this
Vorlds outermost Orb, where wandring be first finds a place since calld The
ymbo of Vamty, what persons and thngs fly up thither, thence comes to the Gate
f Heaven, describ’d ascending by stasrs, and the waters above the Firmament that
ow about st His passage thence to the Orl of the Sun, be finds there Unicl the
legent of that Orb, but first changes bunself mto the shape of a meaner Angel and
retendims a zealous desire to bebold the new Creation and Man whom God bad
lac t here, snquires of bm the place of bis habitation, and 15 directed, alights first
n Mount Niphates

HAIL holy hight, ofspring of Fleav’n first-born,
Or of th’ Lternal Coeternal beam

May I express thee unblam’d™ since God 1s ight,

And never but in unipproached hight

Dwelt from Lternitie, dw elt then 1n thee,

Bright cflluence of bright essence increate

Or hear’st thou rather pure Lthereal stream,

1Whose Fountan who shall tell> before the Sun,

Before the Heas ens thou wert, and at the voice

Of God, 15 with a Mantle didst invest 10

The nising world of waters dark wnd deep,

Won from the vord and formless infinite

Thee I re-visit now with bolder wing,

Lscap't the Sty gran Pool though long detain’d

In that obscure sojourn, wlnle in my fhght

Through utter and through nuddle darkness borne

With other notes then to th Orphean Lyre

I sung of Chaos and Ltcrnal Night,

Taught by the heat nly Muse to venture down
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‘The dark descent and up to reascend
Though hard and rare thee I revisic safe
And feel thy sovran vital Lamp bur thoun
Rewvisiz st not these ey es that rowlein vam
To find thy piereing 123 and find no dawn
So thuck a drop sereoe hath quencht thir Orbs
Or dim suffusion veild Yetrnot the more
Cease 1 to wander where the Muses haunt
Cleer Spring or shadie Grove or Sunme Fill
St with the love of sacred song but chuef
Thee S1o7 and the flowrie Brooks beneath
That wash thy hallowd feet and warbling flow
Nightly I visit nor somtunes forget
Those other two equal d with me in Fate
So were I equal d with them in renown
Blind Thantyris and blind Meomdes
And Turestas and Phineus Prophets old
Then feed on thoughts that voluntarie move
Harmonious numbers as the wakeful Bird
Sings darkhing and 11 shadiest Covert bud
‘Tunes her nocturnal Note Thus with the Year
Seasons rerurn but not to me returns
Day or the sweet approach of Ex nor Mom
Or sight of vernal bloom or Summers Rose
Or flocks or herds or human face divine
But clond 1n stead and ever during dark
Surrounds me from the chearful waes of men
Cur off and for the Book of hnowledg fair
Presented with a Universal blanc
Of Natures works to mee expung dand ras 4
Aad wisdeme at one entrance quite shut aut
So mucl the rather thou Cefestial hghe
Shine inward and the mind through all her pow ers
Irradutte there plant ey es alt must from thence
Purge and disperse that I may seeand tell
Of thungs invisible to mortal sight

Now had the Almmghty Father from above
From the pure Emp) rean where he sits
High Thron d shove all highth bentdowntuseye
His own worhs and therr works at once to view
About lnm afl the Sanctines of Heaven
Srood thick 25 Starrs and from tus sight recav d
Beaurude past utterance on fus sight
The radiant ymage of hus Glory sat
Hisonely Son On Carth he first beheld
Our two first Pareats yet the onely two
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Of manhund, m the happie Garden plac’t,
Reaping tmmortal frusts of joy and Jove,
Unnterrupted joy, unrivald fove
In bhissful solitude, he then survey’d
Hell and the Gulf between, and Sazan there 70
Coasting the wall of Heav’n on this side Night
In the dun Aar sublime, and ready now
To stoop with wearied wings, and willing feet
On the bare outside of this World, that seem’d
Firm land 1mbosom’d without Firmament,
Uncertain which, in Ocean or n Air
Him Ged beholding from his prospect high,
Wherein past, present, future he beholds,
Thus to his oncly Son foreseeing spake
Onely begotten Son, seest thou what rage 8o
Transports our adversarie, whom no bounds
Prescrib’d, no barrs of Hell, nor all the chans
Heapt on hum there, nor yet the mam Abyss
Wide mterrupt can hold, so bent he seems
On desperat revenge, that shall redound
Upon his own rebellious head And now
Through all restraint broke loose he wings his way
Not farr off Heav’n, 1n the Precincts of light,
Directly towards the new created World,
And Man there plac’t, with purpose to assay 90
If him by force he can destroy, or worse,
By som false guile pervert, and shall perverr,
For man will heark'n to his glozing 1y es,
And easily transgress the sole Command,
Sole pledge of hus obedience So wili falt
Hee and Iis futhless Progeme w hose fault®
Whose but his own? ingrate, he had of mee
All he could have, I made him just and nght,
Sufficient to hay ¢ stood, though free to fall
Such I created all th’ Ethereal Powers 100
And Spints, both them who stood & them who faild,
Trecly they stood who stood, and fell who fell
Not free, what proof could they have givn sincere
Of truc allegiance, constant Iuth or Love,
Where onely what they needs must do, apperd,
Not what they would- what praise could they receive™
What pleasure I from such obedience pud,
\Vhen Will and Reason (Reason 1lso 1s choice)
Uscless and vun, of freedom both despoild,
Made passis e both, had ser d necessitie, tio
Not mee They therefore as to night belongd
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So were ereated nor can justly accuse
Thir maker or thur making or thur Fate
As if Predestination over rul d
Ther wilt dispos d by shsolute Decree
Or lugh forcknowledge they themselves decreed
Thir own revolr not{ +f 1 forcknew
Forehnowledge had no influence on thesr fault
Which had 110 less prov d certain unforelnown
So without least impulse or shadow of Fate 120
Or aught by me immutablie forescen
They trespass Authors to themselves m all
Both what they judge and what they choose for so
1 formed them free and free they must remain
Tl they enthrall themsehves 1 else must change
Thir nature and revohe the hugh Decree
Unchangeable Erernal which ordam d
Thir freedom they themsebves ordmn d thar fall
“The first sort by t{ur own suggestion felt
Self tempted self deprav @ Aan falls decew d 130
%the other fisst Man therefore shall find grace
e other none 1 Mercy and Justice both

Through Heav n and Earth so shall my glorte excel
But Mercy first and last shall brightest shine

Thus while God spake ambrosal fragrance fill d
All Heav n and i the blessed Spines elect
Sense of new jay meffable diffus d
Beyond compare the Son of God was seen
Most glorsous n hum all hus Father shon
Substantially express d and i hus face 140
Duvine compasston vistbly appeerd
Laove withour end and without measure Grace
Which uztering thus he to lus Father spahe

O Father gracious was that word which cles d
Thy sovran sentence that Man should find grace
For v huch both Heat n and Earth shall jugh extolt
Thy prasses with th nnumerable sound
Of Hymas and sacred Songs wherewsth thy Throne
Lncorpass d shall resound thee ever blest
For should Man finally belost should Man 50
Ti? creature Jate sa fov d thy youngest Son
Fall carcum ented thus by froud though joynd
With hus own folly® that be from thee farr
That farr be from thee Tather who art Judge
Of all things made and judgest onely nght
Or shall the Adversanie thus obam
Hisend and frustrate thine shalt he fulfill
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His malice, and thy goodness bring to naught,

Or proud return though to his heavier doom,

Yet with revenge accomplish’t and to Hell

Draw after him the whole Race of mankind,

By him corrupted?® or wilt thou thy self

Abolish thy Creation, and unmake,

For hum, what for thy glorie thou hast made?

So should thy goodness and thy greatness both

Be questuond and blaspheam’d without defence
To whom the great Creatour thus reply’d

O Son, 1 whom my Soul hath chief delight,

Son of my bosom, Son who art alone

My word, my wisdom, and effectual mght,

All hast thou spok’n as my thoughts are, all

As my Eternal purpose hath decreed

Man shall not quite be lost, but sav’d who wall,

Yet not of will 1n hum, but grace in me

Treely voutsaft, once more I will renew

His lapsed powers, though forferc and enthrall’d

By sin to foul esorbitant desires,

Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand

On even ground agamst his mortal foe,

By mc upheld, that he may know how frail

His fall’n condition 15, and to me ow

All his deliv'rance, and to none but me

Some I have chosen of peculiar grace

Elect above the rest, 5o 1s my will

The rest shall hear me call, and oft be warnd

Thur sinful state, and to appease betimes

Th' incensed Dertie while offerd grace

Invites, for I will cleer thir senscs dark,

‘What may suffice, 1nd soft’n stome hearts

To pray, repent, and bring obedtence due

To pray er, repentance, and obedience duc,

Thoug?l but endevord with sincere intent,

Minc eare shall not be slow, mine ¢y e not shut.

And T will plce within them 15 a guide

My Umpire Conscience, w hom if they will hear,

Light after hight well us'd they shall attun,

And to the end persisting, safe arrve.

Tthis my long sufferince and my day of grice

They who neglect and scorn, shall never taste,

But hard be hard’nd, blind be bhinded more,

That they may stumble on, and deeper fali,

And none but such from merey I exclude

But yet all 1s not don, Man disobes ing,
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Drsloy al breaks his fealne and sims
Agamst the hugh Supremacie of Heav n
Affecuing God head and so looung all
To exprate hus Treason hath naught left,
Dot to destrueton ssered and devote
He warth hus whole postersue must die
Die hee or Jusuce must unless for fum <10
Som other able and 25 wiling pay
The nigid savsfaction death fos death
Say Heav nly Povers where shall we find such love
Which of ve will be mortaf to sedeem
Alans mortal cnme and just th anjust to save
Dwels i all Heaven chanitie so deare?
He ash d buz all the Heav nly Quure stood mute
And sdence wasin Heavn on mans behalf
Patron or Intercessor none appeerd
Auch Ress that darst upon hus own head deaw D
The deadly forfeiture and ransom set
And now without redemprion all mankind
Must have bun lost adjudg d o Death and Hell
By doom severe had not the Son of God
1In whom the fulaess dw els of love drane
s dearest medation thus renewd
Tather thy word 15 past man shall find grace
And shall grace not find means that finds her way
The speedsest of thy winged messengers
Tovsiwali thy creatures and 1o alt «30
Comes unprevented vnmplor d, uasought
Happie far man socoming heherarde
Can never sech ance dead 1n sms and lost
Attonenent for hiruself or offering meer
1ndebred and yndon hath none 10 briny
Behold mec then mee for um bfe for hfe
Yoffer on mee let thine anger fall
Account mee sman 1 for s sake will leave
Thy bosam 2nd tus glorie next ta thee
Freely ;)ut off and for lum lastly die 240
Vel pleasd on me let Death wrech all hus rage
Under s gloome pawer { shall not long
Lie canquisht thou hast geen me to possess
Lafe in oy self for ever by theellne
Though now o Death Lyeidd and am hus due
All that of me can die yet that debr pard
Thou walt not leave me n the logthsom grave
Hispres nor suffer my unspotted Soule
For ever with corraption there to dw eff
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But I shall rise Victorious, and subdue
My Vanquisher, spoild of his vanted spotle,

Death his deaths wound shall then receive, & stoop

Inglorious, of his mortall sting disarm’d
I through the ample Airn Trumph high
Shill lead Hell Captive maugre Hell, and show
The powers of darkness bound Thou at the sight
Pleas’d, out of Heaven shalt look down and smule,
While by thee rais’d I ruin all my Foes,
Death last, and with his Carcass glut the Grave
Then with the mulutude of my redeemd
Shall enter Heaven long absent, and returne,
Father, to see thy face, wheiemn no cloud
Of anger shall remam, but peace assur'd,
And reconcilement, wrauth shall be no more
Thenceforth, but 1in thy presence Joy entire

His words here ended, but his meek aspect
Silent yet spake, and breath’d immortal love
To mortal men, above which only shon
Fihal obedience as 1 sacnifice
Glad to be offer’d, he attends the will
Of hus great Father Admiration seis’d
All Heav'n, w hat this rght mean, & whither tend
Wondring, but soon th’ Almighty thus reply d

O thou 1n Heav’n and Carth the only peace
Found out for mankind under wrauth, O thou

My sole complacence! well thou know st how dear,

To me are all my worl s, nor Man the least
Though last created, that for him I spare

Thee from my bosom and night hand, to sue,
By loosing thee a while, the whole Race lost
Thou therefore whom thou only canst redeeme,
Thir Nature also to thy Nature joyne,

And be thy self Man among men on Larth,
Made fiesh, w hen time shall be, of Virgin sced,
By wondrous birth Be thou in Adawis room
The Head of all mankind, though Adams Son
As m Inm perish all men, so m thee

As from a second root shall be restor d,

As many s are restor d, without thee nonc

His crime mal es gwmluc all his Sons, thy ment
Imputed shall 1bsol ¢ them who renounce

Thir ow n both nghteous and unnghteous deeds,
And iy e 1n thee transplanted and from thee
Recen e new life So Man s 1s most just,

Shall synsfic for Aan be judg d and die,
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And dying nse and rising with hun rase

His Brethren ransomd with hus own dear Iefe

So Heav nly love shal outdoo Hetlish hate

Giving to death and dying to redeeme

So dearly to redeem what Hellish hate 300
So esstly destroy d and sull destroy es

In those whe when they may accept not grace

Nor shale thou by descending to assume

Mans Naoture Jess 1 or degrade thme owne

Because thou hast though Thron d sn hughest bliss
Lquat to God and equally enjoying

God hike frmtion quitted all tosnve

A World from urter loss and hast been found

By Menit more then Burthright Son of God

Found waorthrest to beso by being Good 3i0
Farr more then Great or Figh because in thee

Love hath abounded more then Glory abounds
Therefore thy Humilation shall exalt

With thee thy Aanhood also to ths Throne

Here shalr thou wit incamnate_here shalt Reigne

Both God and Man Son both of God and Man
Anomted universal hung alt Power

Tgivethee reign for ever and assume

Thy Ments under thee as Head Supream

Thrones Princed: Powers D Ireduce 320
Al knees to thee shall bow of them that bide

In Heaven or Earth or under Earth wn Hell

When thou ateended gloriously from Heav n

Shalt 1 the Shee KXP“’ and from thee send

The summoning Arch Angels to proclasme

Thy dread Trsbunal forthwith from ot Windes

The hwing and forthwith the eited dead

Of all past Ages to the general Doom

Shall hast nt such a peat shall rouse thir slee

“Then all thy Sants assembl d thou shalt judge 330
Bad men and Angels they arraignd shall sinh

Beneath thy Sentence Hell her numbers fult
Thenceforth shall be for ever shut Mean winle

The Warld shalt burn and from her ashes sprn,

“ew Heav nand Larth wheren the pust shall dwell
And after all chur trbulanons fong

Sec golden days fruutful of polden deeds

With Joy and Love tnumphing and far Truth

Then thou thy regal Sceprer shaltlay by

For regal Scepter then no snore shall need 340
God shall be Allm Al Burali ye Gods
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Adore him, who to compass all this dies,
Adore the Son, and honour him as mee

No sooner had th’ Almighty ceas't, but all
The mulutude of Angels with a shout
Loud as from numbers without number, sw eet
As from blest vorices, uttening joy, Heav’n rung
With Jubilee, and loud Hosannas fill'd
Th’ eternal Regrons lowly reverent
Towards erther Throne they bow, & to the ground 350
With solemn adoration dow n they cast
Thir Crow ns nwor e with Amarant and Gold,
Immortal Amarant, a Flour which once
In Paradsse, fast by the Tree of Life
Began to bloom, but soon for mans offence
To Heav’n remov’d where first 1t grew, there grows,
And flours aloft shading the Fount of Life,
And where the river of Bliss through mudst of Heavn
Rowls o’re Elistan Flours her Amber stream,
‘With these that nev er fade the Spirits Elect 360
Bind thir resplendent locks inw reath’d with beams,
Now 1n Ioose Garlands thick thrown off, the bright
Pav ement that Iihe a Sea of Jasper shon
Impurpl’d with Celestial Roses smil’d
Then Crown’d again thir gold'n Harps they tool,
Harps ever tun'd, that glittening by thir side
Like Quivers hung, and with Preamble sweet
Of charming symphonte they introduce
Thir sacred Song, and waken raptures high,
No 1o1ce exempt, no voice but well could jome 370
Melodious part, such concord 1s 10 Heav n

Thee Cather first they sung Omnipotent,
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite,
Lrernal King, thee Author of all being,
Fountain of Light, thy sclf invisible
Amidst the glorious brightness where thou sit st
Thron’d inaccessible, but w hen thou shad st
The full blaze of thy beams, 1nd through a cloud
Drawn round abour thee like a radint Shnne,
Dark with excessive bright thy shirts appeer 3%0
1 et dazle Hew n, that bnghtest Seraphim
Appraich not, but with both wings veil thir eves
Thee next they sang of il Creation first,
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude,
In whose consprcuous count nnce without cloud
Made visible th' Alimghny Father shunes
Whom else no Creature can behold, on thee
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TImpresst the effulgence of his Glorie abides
Transfus d on thee his ample Spiit rests
Hee Heav n of Heavens and all the Powers therein 390
By thee created and by thee threw down
‘Th Aspiing Dominations  thou that day
‘Thy Fathers dreadful Thunder didst not spare
Nor stop thy flaming Chariot wheels that shaol
Heav ns everlasting Frame while o re the necks
Thou drov st of warning Angels disarrard
Back from purswit thy Pow ers with loud acclaime
Thee only extold Son of thy Fathers might
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes
Not so on Man him through their malice fall n 400
Father of Mercie and Grace thou didst not doome
So strictly but much more to pitie encline
No sooner did thy dear and onely Son
Percenve thee purpos d not to doom frail Man
So strictly but much more to pitie enclin d
He to appease thy wrauth and end the strife
Of Mercy and Justice 1 thy face discern d
Regardless of the Bliss wherein hee sac
Second to thee offerd himself to die
For mans offence Ounexampl dlove 410
Love no where to be found less then Divine’
Hail Son of God Saviour of Men thy Name
Shall be the copious matter of my Song
Henceforth and never shall my Harp thy praise
Forget nor from thy Fathers praise disjome
Thus they 1n Heav n above the starry Sphear
Thur happie hours 1n jay and hy maing spent
Mean while upon the firm opacous Globe
Of this round World whose first convex divides
‘The lurminous inferior Orbs enclos d 40
From Chaos and th 1nroad of Darkness old
Satanalighted walks a Globe farr off
Teseem d now seems a boundless Contment
Dark waste and wild under the frown of Night
Starless expos d and ever threatming storms
Of Chaos blustring round inclement shie
Save on that stde which from the wall of Heas n
Though distant farr som small reflecuon gaines
Of glinmering air Jess vexe with tempest loud
Here walk d the Fiend at large in spacious ficld 430
As when a Vultur on Inzaus bred
Whose snow:e ndge the roving Tartar bounds
Dislodging from 2 Region scarce of prey
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To gorge the flesh of Lambs or y eanling Kids

On Hills where Flocks are fed, flies toward the Spnngs

Of Ganges or Hydaspes, Indan streams,

But 1n his way hghts on the barren plaines

Of Sericana, where Chineses drive

With Sails and Wind thir canie ‘Waggons hight
So on this windie Sea of Land, the Fiend
Wall’d up and down alone bent on hus prey,
Alone, for other Creature 1n this place

Living or liveless to be found wasnone,

None yet, but store hereafter from the earth
Up huther Iike Aereal vapours flew

Of all things transitorie and vam, when S
With vamty had filld the works of men

Both all things vain, and all who in vam things
Built their fond hopes of Glore or lasung fame,
Or happiness 1 this or th’ other life,

All who have thir reward on Carth, the fruats
Of pamnful Supersution and blind Zeal,
Naught seeling but the praise of men, here find
Tt retribution, emptie as thir deeds,

All th’ unaccomplisht works of Natures hand,
Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly muxt,
Dissolvd on earth, fleet hither, and invamn,

Thll final dissolunion, wander here,

440

450

Not in the neighbouring Moon, as some have dreamd,

Those argent Fields more likely habiants,
Translated Samnts, or middle Sprnts hold
Betwixe th’ Angelical and Human hinde

Hither of 1ll-joynd Sons and Daughters born
First from the ancient World those Giants came
With many a vain exploit, though then renownd
The builders next of Babel on the Plain

Of Sennaar, and still with vain designe

New Babels, had they wherewathall, would build
Others cime single, hee who to be deemnd

A God, leap’d fondly into Etna flames
Empedocles, and hee who to enjoy

Plato’s Cly siurmn, leap d into the Sea,
Cleombrotus, and many more too long,

Lmbry os, and Idiots, Lrenuts and Fners

Vhite, Black and Grey, with all thur trumpene
Here Pilarims roam, that stray d so farr to scch
In Golgoth1 him dead & ho lvesin Heav n

And they whe to be sure of Paradise

Dy ing p(llt on the weeds of Donnmue,
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QOr in Franesscan thuk to pass disgus d 450
They pass the Planets seven and pass the izt

And};fl:at Cry stallme Sphear whose ballance w eighs

The Trepdanon talhr and that firse mov &

And now Sant Perer at Heav ns Wicket seems

“Yo wat them wich hus Keys and now ac foot

Of Heav ns ascent they hife chir Feer when loe

A violent cross wind from esther Coast

Blows them transverse ten thousand Leagues awry

Into the devious Awr then iight yesee

Cowles Haods and Habsts with chuc wearers tost 496
And fiutrerd mito Raggs then Rehques Beads
Indulgences Dispenses Pardons Bulls

The sport of Winds all these upwhirid aloft

Fly o re the backside of the World farr off

nto a Limbo large and broad since calld

The Paradise of Foels to few unknown

Long after now unpeopl d and untrod

All thus dark Glabe the Fiend found as he pass d

And long he wanderd all at lasta gleame

Of dewaing hight turnd thither ward n haste s00
Hiss teavell d steps farr distant hee descries

Ascending by dt;rces magnificent

Up to the wall of Heaven a Structure hugh

Attop whereof but fasr more rich 2ppeerd

The work as of 2 hungly Palace Gate

With Fronnspice of Diamond and Gold

Imbedissht duck with sparkling orent Gemmes

The Partal shon mmtable on Earth

By Model orby shading Pencyl drawn

The Stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw sto
Angels ascending and descending bands

Of Guardians bright when he from Esau fled

To Pidan Aram: in the field of Luz

Drearmng by mght under the open Shie

Ang waking end Tlus 1s the Gate of Heav nn

Eack Starr mystertously was meant nor stood
Therealuwares bur drawn up to Heav n somumes
Viewless and underneath a bnght Sea flow ¢

Of Jasper or of hquid Peatle whereon

1Vho after came from Earth sayhng atnv d 520
Wafred by Angels or flew o re the Lake

Rapt in a Chanot drawn by fiery Steeds

The Stairs were then et down whether to dare

“The Frend by easic ascent or aggrai ate

Has sad evchision from the dores of Bliss
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Durect against which op’nd from beneath,

Just o’re the blissful seat of Paradise,

A passage down to th’ Earth, a passage wide,
‘Wider by farr then that of after-times

Over Mount Sto7, and, though that were large,
Over the Propus’d Land to God so dear,

By which, to visit oft those happy Tribes,

On high behests hus Angels to and fro

Pass’d frequent, and his eye with choice regard
From Paneas the fount of Jordans flood

To Beersaba, where the Holy Land

Borders on Zgypt and the Arabun shoare,

So wide the op’ning seemd, where bounds were set
To darkness, such as bound the Ocean wave
Satan from hence now on the lower stair

That scal'd by steps of Gold to Heav’'n Gate
Looks down with wonder at the sudden view
Of all this World at once Aswhen a Scout
Through dark and desart wayes with penil gone
All might, at Jast by break of chearful dawne
Obtains the brow of some high-chmbng Hill,
Which to his eye discovers unaware

The goodly prospect of some forein Jand

Trst seen, or some renownd Metropolis

With glistering Spires and Pinnacles adornd,
Which now the Rising Sun gumilds with hus beams
Such wonder seis'd, though after Heay en secn,
The Spirit mahgne, but much more cnvy seis'd
Atsight of all this World beheld so faire

Round he surveys, and w ell rght, where he stood
So high above the circling Canopic

Of Nights extended shade, from Eastern Point
Of Libra to the fleccic Starr that bears
Andromeda farr off Atlantick Scas

Beyond th’ Horizon, then from Pole to Pole

He views in bredth, and without longer pause
Down right into the Worlds first Region throws
His flight precipitant, and windes w 1ith ease
Through the pure marble Arr his oblique way
Amongst mnumerable Starrs, that shon

Stars distant, but mgh hand seemd other Worlds,
Or other Worlds they seemd, or happy 1les

Like thosc Hespersan Gardens fam d of old,
Tortunate Iields, and Groves and flounie Vales,
Thrice happy les, but who dwelt lnpr\ there
e stay d nor to eaquire above them all
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The golden Sun m splendor lihest Heaven

Allur dhis ey e Thither his course he bends

Through the calm Firmament but up or downe

By center or eccentric hard to tell

Or Longiude where the grear Lummane

Aloaff the vulgar Consteliations thick

That from hus Lordly eye heep distance due

Dispenses Laghe from fase_chey as they move

Thir Starry dance m numbers that compute 5o
Days months and years towardshisall chearmg Lamp
Turn swift thexr vanous motions or are turnd

Dy has Magneac beam that gendy warms

The Univers and to each imward part

With gentle penetraton though unseen

Shoots invisible vertue even to the dee;

So wondrously was set his Station boighe,

There fands the Fiend a spot fthe which peshaps
Astronomer i the Sun s lncenr Orbe

Through s glaz d Opuc Tube yet never saw 590
The place hic found beyond expression bright

Compar d with aught on Carth Aedal or Stone

Norall parts like butallalihe informd

With radhant kight as glowng Iron with fire

M metral pareseemd Gold part Sdver cleer

1f stone Carbuncle most or Chrysclite

Rubie or Topaz ta the Twelve that shon

In Aarons Brestplare and a stone besides

Imagnd rather oft then elsess here seen

That stone or Itke to that which here below 600
Philosophers 1 vamn so long have songhr

Invasmn though by thir powerful Ast they binde
Volau! Hernres and eall up unbound

In various shapes old Prozeus from the Sea

Draind through a Limbec to his Native forme

‘What wonder then f fields and regions here

Breathe forth Ehixir pure and Ruers run

Potable Gold when with one vertuous touch

Th Arch chimic Sunso farr fromus remote

Produces wath Terrestnal Humor mixe b10
Here 1n the darh so many precious things

Of cotour glarious and effect so rare®

Here mater new to gaze the Devil met

Undaz} d farr and wide his ey € commands

Tor sight no abstacle found here nor shade

Buta !fSun stune as when hus Beams at ™oon

Culrunate from th Lguator as they now
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Shot upward still direct, whence no way round
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and the Aure,
No where so cleer, sharp’nd his visual ray 620
To objects distant farr, whereby he soon
Saw within kenn a glorious Angel stand,
The same whom John saw also 1n the Sun
His back was turnd, but not his brightness hud,
Of beaming sunmie Raies, a golden tiar
Cirel’d his Head, nor less his Locks behind
lustrious on his Shoulders fledge with wings
Lay waving round, on som great charge mploy’d
Hee seemd, or fixt in cogitatton deep
Glad was the Spirit impure, as now 1n hope 630
To find who might direct hus wandring flight
To Paradise the happie seat of Man,
His journies end and our beginning woe
But first he casts to change his proper shape,
Which else might work him danger or delay
And now a stripling Cherube he appeers,
Not of the prime, yet such as 1n hus face
Youth smil'd Celestial, and to every Limb
Sutable grace diffus'd, so well he feignd,
Under a Coronet his flowing haire 640
In curles on erther cheel plaid, wingshe wore
Of many a colourd plume sprinkl’d with Gold,
His habat fit for speed succinct, and held
Before his decent steps 2 Silver wand
He drew not mgh unheard, the Angel bngh,
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant visage turnd,
Admonisht by his eare, and strmt was known
Th’ Arch-Angel Ursel, one of the seav’'n
Who 1n God's presence, necrest to tus Throne
Stand ready at command, and archuis Eves 650
That run through 2l the Henv ns, or down to th’ Larth
Bear hus swift errands over moist and dry,
O’re Sea and Land, him Satan thus accostes
Uriel, for thou of those seat 'n Spirits that stand
In sight of Gods hugh Throne, glonously brght,
The first arc wont his great thentic will
Interpreter through highest Hen nto bnng,
Where all hus Sons thy Cmbassie attend,
And here art hikehest by supream decree
Like honour to obtun, and astus Cyve 660
To v1sit oft this new Creation round
Unspeahable desire to see, and know
All these his wondrous works, but chicfiy Man,
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His chief debght and favour hum forwhom
All these hus w orks so wondraus he ordaind
Hath brought me from the Quires of Cherubim
Alone thus wandring Brightest Seraph tell
I which of all these shimng Orbes hath Man
His fixed seat or fixed seat hath none
But all these shuning Orbes fus choies to dwell
That I may find tum and with secret gaze
Or open admirationt um behold
On shom the great Creator hath bestassd
Worlds and on whom hath all these graces powrd
That both i tum and 2l things assmeet
The Uruversal Maker we may prase
Who justly hath drive out his Rebell Faes
To deepest Hell and to repasr dhat lass
Created this new happie Race of Men
Toserve lum berrer wise are all his wayes

Sa spake the false dsssembler unpercen d
For nesther Man nor Angel can discern
Hy pacnsie the only evil that walks
Invistble except to God alone
By hus fermxsswc will through Heav nand Earch
And oft though wisdom wake suspicion sleeps
Arwisdoms Gate and to smphaitse
Resigns her charge whife goodness thinks na il
Where noill seems Which now for once beguil d
Ursel though Regent of the Sun and held
The sharpest sighted Spint of all m Heav
‘Who to the frandulent fmpostor foule
In s upnghtness ansy er thus rerumd
Fare Angel thy destre which rends to know
Thew or§5 of God thereby to glortfie
The great Work Maister teads ta na excess
That reaches blame but rather merus prase
The more 1t seems excess that led thee hither
From thy Empyreal Manston thus alone
Fo woness with thune ey es what some perhaps
Contented with report heare onely in heav n
For wonderful indeed are all his works
Pleasant to know and worthest o beall
Hadsn remembrance alway es with delight
Rut what created mind can comprehen
Thar number or the wisdom infimte
That brought them forth but hid thur causes deep
1saw when at his Word the formless Mass
This worlds matenal mould cameto aheap
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Confuston heard his v oice, and wilde uproar 710
Stood rul’d, stood vast infimitude confin’d,
Till at hus second bidding darhness fled,
Light shon, and order from disorder sprung
Swift to thir several Quarters hasted then
The cumbrous Elements, Larth, Flood, Aire, Tire,
And this Ethereal quintessence of Heav'n
Flew upward, spirited with various forms,
That rowld orbicular, and turnd to Starrs
Numberless, as thou seest, and how they move,
Each had us place appointed, each hus course, 720
The rest in circuit walles this Universe
Look downward on that Globe whose hither side
With hght from hence, though but reflected, shines,
That place 1s Larth the seat of Man, that hght
His day, which else as th’ other Hermisphere
Night would invade, but there the nesghbounng Moon
(So call that opposite fair Starr) her ude
Timely inrerposes, and her monthly round
Sull ending, sull renewing through mid Heav'n,
‘With borrowd hight her countenance tnform 730
Hence fills 1nd empties to enhghten the Earth,
And 1n her pale dominion chechs the night
That spot to which I point 1s Paradsse,
Adams abode, those loftie shades his Bowre
Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires
Thus said, he turnd, and Sazan bowing low,
As to supertor Spirits 1s wont 1n Heav n,
‘Where honour due and reverence none neglects,
Took leave, and tow ard the coast of Larth beneath,
Down from th’ Eclipuc, sped wath hop’d success, 740
Throws his steep flight 1n many an Aeric wheele,
Nor staid, ull on N1phates top he hights

i5
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THE ARGUMENT

Saran 101w m prospect of Eden and sugh 1l e place wherr be mrust wow sttenipt the
bold enterprice n.bich be undertook alone aganst God and AMan falls mto many
donbts wnh bymself and many passions fear emy and despare but at length con
firms boself men sl journeys on 1o Paradise a.hose ourr.ard prospect and seitustion
15 descrsbed overfeaps the bounds sus m the shape of a Cormarant on the Tree of
Uife as bighest 1 #he Garden o fook about Fim The Garden desersb d Satans fiest
sight of Adam and ¥ e bisw.onder at thir excellent form and bappy state but 2th
resolutson to work thee fall ot erbears thir discourse 1) ence gathers tl ae the Tree of
knosledge awas forbidden them to ess of under penalty of death and theveon v
tends to found bis temptanon by seducsng them to tramsgress 1hen les es themr @
while to knot fursher of thir state by sate other means Mean 1. bile Us el descend
g om & Sun bewra warns Gabriel t.ba bad 1n charge the Gate of Pavadise that some
ewd spirse bad escap d the Deep and past as Noon by bit Sphere m 1be shape of &
good Angel dowm to Peradise disco~ ered after by Ins furious gespures m the Motint
Gabtiet gromuses 30 find brm aut eve morneng Night comtng on Adam and Eve dis
course of gomg £6 shir rest #hir Bover desersbd thyr Exening worthip Gabnel
driwvang forth bis Bands of Night.a1eh so 2.23k she rornd of Paradese appoints 1.0
strong Angels to Adams Bower least the evill spiriz shotdd be there domsg some baem
t0 Adam or £ ¢ sleeping thete they find bim at the gar of Eve tempting ber 1m 8
dream and brmg bun though wwwill ng 30 Gabnel by w.hont questiond be scom
{ully answers prepares renstance but bnder d by & Segn frow Hearen fires out of
Paradise

O FOR that watmng vorce which he who saw
Th Apocaly ps, heard cry m Heav n aloud
Then svhen the Dragon put 1o second rout
Came funous dowr te be reseng d on men
¥ o 2o the mbabstants on Eart] Tthat now
While me was our first Parents had bt warnd
The coming of thir secret foe andscap d
Haply so scap d his mortal snare for now
Satarz now first snflam d with rage came down
The Tempter ere th Accuser of man find 10
To e rech on innocent fral man Jus loss
Of that first Batte] and fus fhght vo Hell
Yet notrejoycmg in his speed though bold
Far off and fearless nor wsth cause to baast
Begins his dice attempt whach nigh the busth
Now rowling botles i his tumultuovs brest
And hhea devillish Engioe back recailes
Uponmself horror and doube distract
His eroubl d thoughts and from the bottom surr
The Hell within bim for wathn hum Hell 20
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He brings, and round about hum, nor from Hell
One step no more then from himself can fiy
By change of place Now conscience wales despair
That slumberd, wal.cs the bitter memorie
Of what he was, what 15, and what must be
Worse, of worse deeds worse sufferings must cnsue
Sometimes towards Eden which now n his view
Lay pleasant, us grievd look he fives sad,
Sometimes rowards Heav'n and the full-blhzing Sun,
Which now sat lugh 1n hus Mendian Towre 30
Then much revolving, thus in sighs began
O thou that with surpassing Glory crownd,
Look’st from thy sole Domimion lihe the God
Of thrs new World, at whose sight all the Starrs
Hide thir dumnirusht heads, to thee I call,
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name
O Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams
That bring to my remembrance from w hat state
1 fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare,
Till Pride and worse Ambition threw me down 40
Warring in Heav’n agamst Heav'ns matchiess hang
Ah whercfore' he desenyd no such return
T'rom me, whom he created what I was
In that bright emmence, and with lus good
Upbraided none, nor was his service hard
What could be less then to afford him prase,
The easiest recompence, and pav him thanl s
How duc! yetall lus good pros 'd sl in me,
And wrounghr but malice, Jifted up so high
1’sdeind subjection, and thought one step hugher 50
Would set me lughest, and 1n a moment quit
The debtimmense of endless grurude,
So burthensome, sull p1ying, still to ow,
Torgetful what from him Isull recend,
And understood not that 4 grateful mind
By owing owes not, but sull pavs aronce
Indebted and discharged, swhat burden then®
O had lus pow erful Destiny ordund
Me some inferour Angel { had stood
Then happic, no unbounded hope had ris d 6o
Ambiton et why not™ sam other Power
As great amght ha e aspir 4, and me though mean
Drawn to lns part, but other Pow ers s greae
1 el not but stand unshak n from within
Or from without, to all temptanons arm d
131dst thou the same free Whll and Power to stind
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Thou hadst whorm hast thou then or what to accuse
But Heas ns free Love deale equally to ali?

Be then his Love accurst since love or hate

To me alihe 1t deals erernal woe 70
Nay curs d be thou since agamst hss thy wilt

Chose freely what it now so justly mes

Me maserable! which way shalt I flee

Infinsee wrauth and infinite despaire?

Winch way I flic 1s Hell -ty self am Heli

And n the lowest deep 2 Jower decp

Sull threatnng ro devour me epens wide

To which the Hell I suffer seems a Heav n

QO then at last relent 15 there no place

Lefr for Repentance none for Pardon left? Jo
None left but by submsssion and that word

Disdan fortnds e and my dread of shame

Among the spirsts beneath whom I'seduc d

With other pronuses and other vaunts

Then to submue boasung I could subdue

Th Omm‘porcnt Ay me they hetle know

How dearly 1 abide that boast sa vane

Under what torments mwardly I groane

‘While they adare me on the Throne of Helt

With Diadem and Sceprer hugh advancd 90
The tower sull 1 foll onely Supream

In muserie such joy Ambinon findes

But say 1 could repent and could obramne

By Act of Grace my former state how soon

Would highth recal igh thoughts how soon unsay
What feign d submussion swore  £ase would recant
Vows made in pun as violent and voud

For never can true reconcilement grow

Where wounds of deadly hate have pesrc d so deep
Which would but fead me to 2 worse relapse 00
And heavies fall so should I purchase deare

Shore intermission boght with double smarr

This hnows my punsher thereforeas fasr

Trom granting hee as1from begping peace

Al hope excluded thus behold instead

Of us our cast, exal  his new dehght

Afanhind created and for nm this World

So farwel Hope and with Hope farwel Fear

Faru e} Remorse all Good ta me 1s lost

Exsl be thou my Good by thee at least 1o
Drvided Emprre with Heav ns hang Lhold

By thee and more then half perhaps will seigne
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As Man ere long, and this new World shall know
Thus while he spake, each passion dimm’d his face
Thrice chang’d with pale, ire, envie and desparr,
Which marrd his borrow’d visage, and betraid
Him counterfet, if an eye beheld
For heav’nly mindes from such distempers foule
Are ever cleer Whereof hee soon aware,
Each perturbation smooth’d with outward calme, 120
Aruficer of fraud, and was the first
That practisd falshood under samntly shew,
Deep malice to conceale, couch’t with revenge
Yet notanough had practisd to decenve
Urtel once warnd, whose eye pursu’d him down
The way he went, and on th’ Assyrian mount
Saw him disfigur’d, more then could befall
Spinit of happie sort his gestures fierce
He marhd and mad demeanour, then lone,
As he suppos'd all unobsert’d, unseen 130
So on he fares, and to the border comes
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise,
Now nearer, Crow ns with her enclosure green,
As with a rural mound the champain head
Of a steep wilderness, whose hare sides
With thichet overgrow n, grottesque and wilde,
Access denr’'d, and over head up grew
Insuperable hughth of loftiest shade,
Cedar, and Pine, and Firr, and branching Palm
A Silvan Scene, and as the ranks ascend 140
Shade abo e shade, 1 woodie Theatre
Of stateliest view Yet higher then thir tops
The v erdurous wall of Paradise up sprung
Which to our general Sire gave prospect large
Into lus neather Cmpire neighbouring round
And higher then that wall 1 cirching row
Of goodliest Trees loaden with fairest Frusg,
Blossoms and Truits at once of Foldcn hue
Appeerd, with g1y enimeld colours e
On which the Sun more glhd impress d Ins beams 150
Then in fair Cxvening Cloud, or huimd Bow,,
When God hath show rd the earth so lovely seemd
That Lantship  And of purc now purer aire
Meets hus 1pproach, and to the heartinspires
Vernil delight and jov abletodrve
A1l sdness but despaur now gentle gales
Tanning thir odonferous wings dispense
Natnve perfumes nd wihisper whence they stole
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Those balmze sparles As when 1o them who satt
Beyond the Cape of Hope and now are past 6o
Mozambic off at Sea North Last windes blow
Saben Odours from the spicie shoare
Of Arabie the blest with such delay
‘Well pleas d they slack thir course and many « League
Cheard with the grateful smell old Ocesn smiles
Sa entertamd those odorous swects the Fiend
Who came thir bane though vath them betzer pleas @
Then Asmodeus vath the fishie fume
That drove um though enamoned from the Spouse
Of Tobus Son and with 2 vengeance sent o
From Aledsa postto £gypr there fast bound
Now toth ascent of that steep savage Hill
Satan had jourmwed on pensive and slow
Bur further way found none so thick entwind
As one conunu d brake the undergrowth
Of shrubs and tangling bushes ha rcrplcn
All path of Man or Beast that past that way
One Gate there onely was and that Jook d Last
Onth other sde which whenth arch fellon saw
Due entrance he disduind and m conterapt 180
At one shight bound high overleap d all bound
Of thll or aghest Wall and sheer within
Laghes on his feet As whena prowhing Wolfe
Wham hunger dr es to seeh new haune for prey
Warching where Shepherds pen thir Tocks at eeve
In hurdl d Cotes amud the field secure
Leaps o re the fence with ease mro the Fould
Or as a Thef bent to unhoord the cash
Of some rich Burgher W hose substanual dares
Cross barrd and bolted fast fear no assault 190
In at the window chmbes or o re the ules
So clornb this first grand Thief inta Gods Fould
So smee mta hus Church lew d Hielings climbe
Thenee up he flew and on the Tree of Lafe
The muddle Tree and lughest there that grew
Sat bike 2 Corrnarant. yet rat true Life
Therebyy regamd but sat devising Death
Tothen who hiv d nor on the s ertue thought
Of thae hfe giving Plant butonly usd
For prospect what well us d had Inn the pledge 200
Of immortahtie So bttle knows
Any but God alone to value nght
The good before lum but pery erts best things
“T'o worst 2buse or to thir meanest use
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Beneath him with new wonder now he views

To all dehght of human sense expos’d

In narrow room Natures whole wealth, v ea more,

A Heaven on Earth for blissful Paradise

Of God the Garden was, by him m the East

Of Eden planted, Eden stretchd her Line 210
From Auran Lastward ro the Royal Towrs

Of Great Selexcta, bult by Grectan Kings,

Or where the Sons of Eden long before

Dwelt in Telassar 1 this pleasant soile

His farr more pleasant Garden God ordaind,
Out of the fertil ground he caus’d to grow

All Trees of noblest Lind for sight, smell, taste,
And all amud them stood the Trec of Life,

High eminent, blooming Ambrosial Frure

Of vegetable Gold, and next to Lafe

Our Death the Tree of Knowledge grew fast by,
Knowledge of Good bought dear by knowng 1l
Southward through Eden went 2 Ri er large,
Nor chang'd his course, but through the shaggic hill
Pass’d underneath ingulft, for God had thrown
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rus’d
Upon the rapid current, which through v ens

Of porous Larth with kandly thirstup drawn,
Rose a fresh Fountain, and with many a nill
WWaterd the Garden, thence umted fell 230
Down the steep glade, and met the neather Flood,
WWhich from his dirhsom passage now appeers

And now divided into four main Streams,

Runs dn ers, wandrng many 1 famous Realme

And Country whereof here needs no account,

But rather to tell how, if Art could tell,

How from that Saphire Fount the cnisped Brooks,
Rowling on Orient Pearl and sands of Gold,

With mzie error under pendant shades

Ran Nectar, visiting cach plang, and fed 240
Flours worthy of Paradise which not nice \rt

In Beds and curious knots, but Nature boon

Pow rd forth profuse on Hill and Dale and Plune,
Both where the morming Sun first warmly smote

The open field, and where the unpierc tshade
Imbround the noontide Bowrs Thus was this plice,

A happy rurl seat of various view

Gron es v hose rich Trees wept edorous Gumms and

Balme,
Others w hose frwit burmsht with Golden Rinde
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Hung amuable Hesperran Fables true 250
If true here onely and of delicious taste

Betwrst them Lawns orlevel Downs and Flocks
Grasing the tender herb were mterpos d

Or palmee hilloc or the floure Iy

Of som 1rriguous Valley spread her store

Flours of all hue and without Thorn the Rose

Another stde umbrageous Grots and Caves

Of coole recess o re which the mantling Vine

Lay es forth her purple Grape and gently creeps
Luvunant mean wlile murmuring waters fall ~6o0
Down the slope hills disperst orina Lake

Thar to the fringed Bank with Myrtle crownd

Her chrystall miror holds umite thir streams

The Burds thir quire apply aires vernal aires

Breathing the smell otPfl:eld and grove attune

‘The trembling leaves while Universal Pan

it with the Graces and the Honrs 1n dance

Led onth Eternal Spning Not that faire field

Of Enna where Proserpim gathring flours

Her self a fairer Floure by gloome Dis 270
‘Was gatherd which cost Ceres all that pain

Toseel her through the world nor that sweet Grove
Of Daphne by Orontes and th nspir d

Castalian Spring rught with this Paradise

Of Eden strive nor that Nysermn Ile

Girt with the River Triton where old Chamz

‘Whom Gentiles A7znon call and Libyan Jove

Hid Amilthea and her Florid Son

Young Bacchus from his Stepdame Rbea s eye

Nor where Abassin Kangs thir 1ssue Guard 280
Mount Amara though this by som suppos d

True Paradise under the £t/ 10p Line

By Milushead enclos d with shining Rock

A'whole dayes journey high but wrde remote

From this Assyrian Garden where the Frend

Saw undehighted all delighr all kand

Of living Creatures new to sight and strange

Two of far nobler shape erectand tall

Godlihe erect with nauve Honour clad

n nahed Majestie seemd Lords of all 290
And worthie seemd for 1n thir looks Divine

Themage of thir glonous Maker shon

Truth Wisdome Sanctitude ses ere and pure

Severe butn true filnl freedom plact

Whence true autonue in men though both
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Not equal, as their sex not equal seemd,

For contemplation hee and valour formd,

Tor softness shee and sweet attractive Grace

Hee for God only, shee for God in him

His fair large Front and Eye sublime declr'd 300
Absolute rule, and Hyacinthin Locks

Round from his parted forelock manly hung

Clustring, but not beneath his shoulders broad

Shee as a vail down to the slender waste

Her unadorned golden tresses wore

Dissheveld, but in wanton ringlets wav'd

Asthe Vine curles her tendrils, w hich mply'd
Subjection, but requir'd with gentle sway,

And by her yeilded, by him best recen d,

Yeilded with coy submisston, modest pride, 310
And sweet reluctant amorous delay

Nor those mysterious parts were then conceald,
Then was not guiltie shame, dishonest shame
Of natures works, honor dishonorable,
Sin-bred, how have ye troubl’d all manlind
With shew s mstead, meer shews of seeming pure,
And banisht from mans hife his happiest hife,
Simplicitie and spotless innocence

So passd they nahed on, nor shund the sight

Of God or Angel, for they thought noill

So hand in hand they passd, the loy liest pair
That ever since 1n loves imbraces met,

Adam the goodliest man of men since born

His Sons, the fairest of her Daughters Loe
Under a tuft of shade that ona green

Stood whispering soft, by 1 fresh FCountain stde
They sat them dow n, and after no more toil

Of thir sw cet Gardning lbour then suffic’d

To recommend coole Zephy 7, and made case
More easie, wholsom thirst and appetite 330
More grateful, to thir Supper Frutts they fell,

Nectanne Fruits which the comphiant boughes

Y cilded them, side-long s they sit rechine

On the soft dowme Banl dimasht with flours

The s oure pulp they chew, and in the nnde

Sull s they tursted scoop the brimnung stream,

Nor gentle purpose nor endeanng smiles

Wanted, nor y outhful dilhance s beseems

I ur couple, inktin happic nu tial I eague,

Alone s they  About them frishing plnd 540
‘All Beasts of th' Farth, since wikde, and of all chase

b
t
i~

159



Paravpise, Lost BE W

In W ood or Wilderness Forrest oy Den
Sportiag the Lson rampd and i his paw
Dandi d the Kid Bears Ty gers Qunces Pards
Gambold before them th unwieldy Elephant
To make them murth us d sl hus meghr and wreathd
Hhis Luhe Proboseis close the Sexpene sty
Insmuaung wove with Gordian twine
Hss breaded trasm and of his fatal guile
Gave pracf unheeded others anthe grass 350
Couchr and now fild with pasture gazing sat
Qr Bedward ruminating for the Sun
Dechin d was hasang now with prone carreer
To th Ocean Iles and mn th ascending Scale
Ot Heay n the Stares thar usher Evemng rose
‘When Sazan stll in gaze as first he stood
Scarce thus at length faid speech recoverd sad

O Hellt what doe mine ey es with gnef behold
Inco ouy room of bliss thusugh advanct
Creatures of other manld earth born perhaps 360
Not Spinits vet to heav nh Spints bright
Litle infersor whom amy thoughts pursue
With wonder and could love so fively shines
In them Disine resemblance and such grace
The hand thae forma them on thir shape hath pourd
Ah gentle par y ee birtle think how nugh
ot change approaches when alf these delights
Wiltvanshand deliver ve to woe
Mare woe the more your caste 15 now of oy
Happre but for so happie i secur & 370
Long to continue and this ugh seac y our Heav n
i fenc ¢ for Heav n 1o heep out such a foe
Asnow isenterd yetno purpos d foe
Toson wham tcould prue thus forlorne
Though Tunpitiied League wih vou Iseek
And mutual smitie so stearght so close
That I with you must duell or you withme
Henceforth 1y dwelling haphy ‘may not please
Lahe ths far Paradise s our sense 3 et such
Accepryour Maherswork hegavertme 350
Which 15 freels gue Hell shall unfould
Yo entertam you tmo her widest Gates
And send fosth all her hangs there will be room
Not il e these marrow s to recetve
) our mnneraus ofspring #f no better place
Thank lim wha puts me loath o this revenge
Qn you whio nrong me not for iumwho wroagd
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And should I at your harmless innocence

Melt, as I doe, yet public reason just,

Honour and Empire with revenge enlarg’d, 390

By conquering this new World, compels me now

To do what else though damnd I should abhorre
So spake the Fiend, and with necessitie,

The Tyrants plea, excus'd his devilish deeds

Then from hus loftie stand on that high Tree

Down he alights among the sportful Herd

Of those fourfooted kindes, himself now one,

Now other, as thur shape serv d best his end

Neerer to view his prey, and unespr’d

To mark what of thir stite he more might learn 400

By word or action marht about them round

A Lion now he stalkes with fienie glare,

Then as a Tiger, who by chance hath spr'd

In some Purlieu two gentle Fawnes at play,

Strait couches close, then rising changes oft

His couchant watch, 1s one who chose his ground

Whence rushing he might surest seise them both

Grip’tin each paw  when Adam first of men

To first of women Lve thus moving speech,

Turnd him all eare to heare new utterance flow 410
Solc partner and sole part of all these joy es,

Dearer thy self then all, needs must the Power

That made us, and for us this 1ample World

Be infimitly good, and of his good

As liberal and free s infinite,

That rais’d us from the dust and plic’tus here

In all this happiness, who at hus hand

Hav e nothing merited, nor can performe

Aught whercof hee hath need, hee who requires

Trom us no other service then to heep 20

This one, thus caste charge, of all the Trees

In Paradise that beare delicious fruie

So v1rious, not to taste that onely Tree

Of 1 now ledge, planted by the Tree of Lafe,

So ncer grows Death to Lafe, w hat ere Death ss,

Som dreadful thing no doubt, for well thou I nowst

God hath pronounhc't it death to taste that Tree,

The only sign of our obedience left

Among so mny signes of powncr and rule

Conferrd upon us, .nd Domimon gin n 430

Oz er ll other Creatures that possesse

Larth, Airc, 1nd Ser Then letus not think hard

One easic profubntion, w ho enjo)



162

Paravise Lost

Free leave so large to oll things else 2nd chorce

Unlimated of mamfold delights

Butler us ever prasse him and eveol]

His bountie l’o‘))lou g our delghtful task

To prune these growing Plants & tend these Flours

Which were it tadsom yer with thee were sweet
To whom thus Zve réph d O thon for whom

And from whom I was formd flesh of thy flesh

And wichout whom am to no end my Guide

And Head what thou hast sad 15 just and right

For wee to um mdeed all prases owe

And daily thanks 1 chuefly who enjoy

So farr the happier Lot enjoying thee

Preemnent by 50 much odds while thou

Like consertta thy self canstno where find

That day Toft remember when fromsleep

1 firstawak ¢ and found my self reposd

Under a shade on flours much wondnng where

And what Iwas whence thither brought and how

Not distant far from thence 2 murmunng sound

Of waters sssu d from 4 Cave and spread

Into a hiquid Plamn chen stood unmov d

Pureasth expanse of Heav n I thuther went

With uaetpenens ¢ thought and lad me downe

On the green bank to ook to the cleer

Smooth Lake that to me seemd another Slae

As I bent down 1o look just opposite

A Shape wathin the watry gleam appeerd

Bending ro lock on me ?smned brct

Irstarted hack but pleasd I soon returnd

Pleas & it returnd 25 soon with answ enng Jooks

Of sympathue and Jove there Lhad ixe

Ane eyes uli now and pin d with van desire

Had nor a voice thus wamnd me What thou seest,

What there thou seest fair Creature 1s thy self

With thee 1t came and goes but follow me

And I will bring thee where no shadow staes

Thy comng and thy softimbraces hee

Whose image thou art hum thou shall enjoy

Inseparahite thine to hum shale beare

Multirudes Iike thy self and thencebe call d

Mather of human Race what could I doe

But follow strait nvisibly thusfed®

Tull I espr d thee farr indeed and tall

Under 3 Platan 2 et methough less faire

Less wnmng soft less aruablic rmlde

BK IV
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Then that smooth watry mmage, bacl 1 turnd, 480
Thou following cry d'st aloud, Return fair Eve,
Whom flr'st thou™ whom thou fli st, of him thou art,
His flesh, his bone, to give thee being I lent
Qut of my side to thee, neerest my heart
Substantial Life, to have thee by my side
Henceforth an mdividual solace dear,
Part of my Soul I'scek thee, and thee claim
My other half with that thy gentle hand
Scisd mune, 1 yeilded, and from that tme see
How beauty 15 excelld by manlv grace 490
And wisdom, which alone s truly fair
So spake our general Mother, ind with eyes
Of conjugal attraction unreprov’d,
And meel surrender, half imbracing leand
On our first Tather, half her swelling Breast
Naked met hus under the flowing Gald
Of her loose tressesud he in delight
Both of her Beauty and subnussi ¢ Charms
Smul’d with superior Love, as fupiter
On Juno smiles, when heimpregns the Clouds 500
That shed May Tlowers, and press'd her Matron ip
‘With Lisses pure aside the Devil turnd
Tor envie, yet with jealous Jeer maligne
Ly’d them askance, and to himself thus plund
Sight hateful, sight tormenting! thus these two
Imparadis’t in onc anothers 1rms
The happier Lden, shall enjoy thir fill
Of bliss on bliss, while I to Hell am thrust,
Where nesther joy nor losve, but ficree desire,
Among our other torments not the [east, s10
Stll unfulfill'd with pun of longing pines,
Y et let me not forget what Thave gun'd
T'rom thur ow n mouths, all 1s not theirs it seems
Onc fatal Tree there stands of Knowledge enll'd,
Forlndden them to taste Knowledge forbidd n®
Suspreious, rersonless Why should thir Lord
Crivie them that” can it be sin to hnow,
Can 1t be death® and do they onely stand
By Ignorance, 1s that thir happic state,
The proof of thir obedience and thir futh® 520
O fur foundation lud whercon to bwnld
Thr rume' Hence I will exaite thir nunds
With more desire to hnow, and to reject
1 av 10us commrnds, s ented wath designe
To kecp them low whom knowledge nught exvale
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Equal with Gods aspsning to besuch
They taste and die what hihehier can ensue?
But first with narrow search T must wath round
This Garden and no corner feas e unspr &
A chance but chance may lead where I may meer 530
Some wandnng Spinit of Heav n by Fountam side
Or m thich shade renir d from him to draw
What further would be learnt Lise while ye may
Yethappie pur enjoy 0l ¥ rerarn
Short pleasures for fong waoes are to succeed
Sosaving hus proud step he scornful turn d
But with shy circumspection and began
Through wood through waste orehil ore daletus
roam
Mean while 1n utmost Longitude swhere Heav n
Wuh Earth and Ocean mests the setung Sun 540
Stowly descended and with night aspect
Aganst the eastern Gate of Parachse
Leveld his cevning Rayes stwasaRoch
Of Alablaster pil d up to the Clouds
Conspicuons farr windmg with one ascent
Accessible from Earth one entrance high
The rest was craggie chiff thar overhung
Strll as st rose impossible to climbe
Betw i these rochae Plars Gabriel sat
Chuef of th Angelic Guards awaming mght 550
Abour him evercis d Herose Garnes
Th unarmed Y outh of Heay n but mgh at hand
Celestal Armounie Shields Helmes and Speares
Hung high with Diamond flaming and with Gold
Thather came Urrel ghiding through the Eeven
On 3 Sun beam swsftasa sﬁoormg Starr
In Auzarm thwants the mght when vapors fir d
Impress the Aur and shews the Manner
From what poroe of hus Campass 1o bevware
Imécruous winds he thus began n haste 560
abriel tothee thy coursby Lothathgi
Charge and strset watch that to this happie place
Nocvitthing :xf‘pwach or enter i
This day at hughth of Noon came to my Spheare
A Spint zealous sshesecm d to know
More of th Almighues works and chiefly Man
Gods Jatest Image ¥ deserib d Jus way
Bentall on speed 2nd marhe his Aene Gate
Bur tn the Mount shat hes from Eden North
Where he first lighted soon discernd hus Jooks 570
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Alien from Heav’n, with passtons foul obscur'd
Mine eye pursu’d him sull, but under shade
Lost sight of him, one of the bamusht crew
I fear, hath ventur’d from the deep, to raise
New troubles, him thy care must be to find

To whom the winged Warriour thus returnd
Ursel, no wonder if thy perfet sight,
Amid the Suns bnght circle where thou sitst,
See farr and wide 1n at this Gate none pass
The vigilance here plac’t, but such as come 580
‘Well known from Heat'n, and since Mendian hour
No Creature thence 1f Spint of other sort,
So minded, have oreleapt these earthie bounds
On purpose, hard thou knowst it to exclude
Spiritual substance with corporeal barr
But if within the circunt of these walks
In whatsoever shape he lurh, of whom
Thou telst, by morrow dawning I shall know

So promis’d hee, and Uriel to hus charge
Rerurnd on that bright beam, whose potnt now raisd 590
Bore him slope downward to the Sun now fali'n
Beneath th’ Azores, whither the pnime Orb,
Incredible how swift, had thither rowl d
Diurnal, or this less v olubil Larth
By shorter flight to th’ Last, had left him there
Array ing with reflected Purple and Gold
The Clouds that on his Western Throne attend
Now came still Cevning on, and Twilight gray
Had 1n her sober Liv enie all things clad,
Silence accompanied, for Beast and Bird, Goo
They to thir grassic Couch, these to thir Nests
Were slunl, all but the wakeful Nighungale,
She all mght long her amorous descant sung,
Silence was pleasd now glow’d the Nirmament
With lining Saphurs Hesperus that led
The starne Host, rode brighrest, ll the Moon
Rising 1n clouded Majestie, at length
Apprrent Queen unvaild her peerless hight,
And o re the dark her Silver Mantle threw

When Adam thus to Eze T ur Consort, th hour 610
Of might, and 2l things now reur d o rest
Mind us of like repose, since God hath set
Labour and rest, 1s d1y and mght to men
Successive and the tmely dew of sleep
Now falling with soft shumbrous weight inclines
Our cy c-hds, other Creatures all d1y long
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Rov e adle ummplowd and Jess need rest

Man hath lus dady worh of body or mund

Appointed which dechires hus Dijninie

And the regard of Heav nonall fus wates

Whale other Animals un ctive range

And of thir doings God takes ne sccount,

To morrow ere fresh Moming streal. the Last

With first nyrmach of hght wenusthernsn

And 1t our pleasaat Iabour to reform

Yon floune Arbars yonder Allies greea

Qur walks at noan with branches avergrown

That mock our sceat manunng and requure

Afare hands than qurs e lop thir wantan groweh

Those Blossoms alsa and those droppng Gumms

That bie bestrow ne nasighely and wnsmoath

Ask niddance if we mean to tresd with ease

Mean whsle as Nature wiils Nghe bids us rest
To whom thus Eve with perfec bewty adarnd

My Author and Disposer what thou bidst

Unargud I obey so God ardans

God is thy Law thoumine te know no more

Is womans heppiest hnowledge and her prasse

With thee cotw ersiag 1 forget all tme

Al seasons and thie change all please alike

Sueetss the breath of noen her nising sweet

Wich charm of eathest Bieds pleasant the Sun

When first on this deligheful Land he spreads

His artent Beamns on herbr teee frust and flour

Ghstnag with dew  fragrant the ferul earth

After saft showers and su eet the comung en

Of grateful Cevaing milde thea sdent Nghe

With this her solemn Bird and this farr Moon

And these the Gemms of Heav n her starne tramm

But nesther breath of Mom v hen she ascends

With charm of earliest Breds nor nsing Sun

On thus delightful land nor herb frt floure

Ghstring with dew  nor fragrance sfter shomers

Nor grateful Lvening mid nor silent Nighe

W ith this her solemn Burd nor walk by Moon

Or ghttening Scarr fight wishout thee 1s s eet.

But wherfore alf night long shine these for whom

This glorous sight when sleep hath shut alf ey es®
Ta whom our general Ancestor repl d

Daughter of God and Man_accomplisht Ere

Those have thir course to finish_raund the Carth

By morrow Eevaung and from Land te Land

Bh Iy
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In order, though to Nations yet unborn,
Mumistring hght prepar’d, they set and rise,
Least total darkness should by Night regaine
Her old possesston, and extinguish hife
In Nature and all things, which these soft fires
Not only enlighten, but with Lindly heate
Of various influence foment and warme,
Temper or nourish, or in part shed down 670
Thr stellar vertue on all kinds that grow
On Earth, made hereby apter to recave
Perfection from the Suns more potent Ray
These then, though unbceheld in deep of mght,
Shine not 1n vain, nor think, though men w ere none,
That heav’'n would want spectators, God want prase,
Millions of spiritual Creatures walk the Karth
Unseen, both when we wake, and when we sleep
All these wath ceasless praise hus w orhs behold
Both day and night how often from the stecp 680
Of echoing Fill or Thicket have we heard
Celestial voices to the imdmghe air,
Sole, or responsive exch to athers note
Singing thir great Creator oft i bands
‘While they Leep watch, or mghtly rounding walk
‘With Heav’nly touch of instrumental sounds
In full harmonic number joind, thir songs
Divide the mght, and lift our thoughts to Heaven
Thus talhing hand in hand alonc they pass d
On to thir blissful Bower, it wasa place 690
Chos’n by the sovran Planter, when he frim d
All thungs to mans dehghtful use, the roofe
Of thickest covert was v ov en shade
Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew
Of firm and fragrant leaf, on exther ide
Acanthus, and cach odorous bushic shrub
Fenc duptheyverdint v all, each beauteous flour,
Iris A1l hues, Roses, and Gessamun
Rear'd tugh thir flourssht heads berw een, and wrought
Mosac, underfoot the Violer, 700
Crocus, and Hy 1cinth with rich mlay
Broiderd the ground, more colour d then with stone
Of costhest Lmblem  other Creature here
Beast, Bird, Inscct, or Worm durst enter none,
Such was thur 1 ¢ of man Inshadier Bower
More sacred and sequesterd, though but feignd,
*an ot Sil anus neyer slept, nor Nymph,
Nor Faunns haunted 1lere in close recess
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With Flowers Garlands and sweet smelling Herbs

Espoused Eze decht first her Nuptial Bed

And heav nly Quires the Hymenzan sung

What day the gennal Angel to our Sire

Brought her m naked beauty more adorn d

More lovely then Pandora whom the Gods

Endowd with all thir gifts and O too like

In sad event when to the unwiser Son

Of Japhet brought by Hermes she ensnar d

Mankind with her faire looks to be aveng d

On him who had stole Jotes authenuc fire
Thus at thir shadie Lodge arrv d both stood

Both turnd and under op a Shie ador d

The God that made both Skie Arr Earth & Heay n

Whuch they beheld the Moons resplendent Globe

And starnie Pole Thou zlso mad st the Night

Maler Ommpotent and thou the Day

Which we in our appointed w ork 1mploy d

Have finssht happie 1n our mutual help

And mutual love the Crown of all our bisss

Ordam d by thee and this delicious place

For ustoo large where thy abundance wants

Partakers and uncropt falls to the ground

But thou hast protris d from us twoa Race

To fill the Earth who shall with us extoll

Thy goodness mfinite both when we wake

And when we seeh asnow thy gift of sleep
This sa1d unarumous and other Rutes

Observing none but adoration pure

Which God Ithes best into thir immost bow er

Handed they went and eas d the putting off

These troublesom disguises which wee wear

Strait stde by stde were laid nor turnd I weene

Adam from tus fawr Spouse nor Lee the Rites

My sterrous of connubial Love refus d

Whatever Hy pocrites austerely talk

Of punue and place and innocence

Dcfgmmg as impure what God declare.

Pure and commands to som leaves free to all

Our Maker bids merease who bids abstain

But our Destroy er foe te God and Man?

Haile wedded Love mysterious Law  true sourse

Of human ofspring sole propnene

In Paradise of all things common else

By thee adulterous lust was dmv n from men

Among the bestial herds to raunge by thee
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Founded 1 Reason, Loyal, Just, and Pure,
Relations dear, and all the Chanues
Of Father, Son, and Brother first were I nown
Tarr be 1t, that Ishould w rite thee sin or blame,
Or thinl, thee unbefitting holest place,
Perpetual Tountamn of Domestie sweets, 760
Whose Bed 15 undefil’d and chast pronounc’t,
Present, or past, as Saints and Patriarchs us d
Hecre Love his golden shafts imploes, here lights
His constant Lamp, and waves hus purple wings,
Reigns here and revels, not in the bought smle
Of Harlots, loveless, joyless, unindeard,
Casual fruition, nor in Court Amours
Mt Dance, or wanton Mash, or Midmght Bal,
Or Serenate, which the starv’d Lover sings
To his proud fair, best quitted with disdain 770
These lulld by Nightingales imbraceing slept,
And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof
Show rd Roses, which the Morn repair d Slecp on,
Blest pair, ind O y et happiest 1f y ¢ seeh
No hnppler statc, 1nd know to know no more
Now had mght measur’d wath her shaddow e Cone
Half way up Hill this vast Sublunar Vaul,
And from thur Ivonie Port the Cherubim
Forth 1ssumng at th’ accustomd hour stood armd
To thir mght watches i warlthe Parade, 780
When Gabriel to lus next i power thus spal e
Uszziel, half these draw off, and coast the South
Wich serictest watch, these other w heel the North,
Our aircmt meets full West As flime they part
Half wheehng to the Shreld, half to the Spear
T'rom these, tw o strong 1nd suttle Spirits he calld
That necer him stood, and g ¢ them thusin charge
Ithuriel and Zephon, with wingd speed
Secarch through this Garden, leay unscarcht no nook,
But chiefly where those two fur Creatures Lodge, 790
Now Ind perhaps asleep secure of harme
Tiis Tevning from the Sun's dechine arm d
Who tells of som inferntl Spiric scen
Iitherw ard bent (who could have thought ) escap d
The barr of Hell, on erraind bad no doubt
Such where y ¢ find, setse f1st and tuther bring
Sa say ing, on he led lus rdine Diles
Das ling the Moon, these ta the Bower direct
In se1rch of whom they sought him there they found
Squae it ¢ 1 Tod, doseat theewrcof 7 ¢ ‘oo



170

Paranise Lost Bh

Assay ing by his Devilish art to reach
The Organs of her Fancic and with them forge
Tilusions as he hist Phant1sms and Dreams
Orif inspining venom he might taint
Th anumal Spirits that from pure blood arise
Lil e gentle breaths from Rivers pure thence raise
At least distemperd discontented thoughts
\ ainhopes vain aimes mordmate desires
Blown up with igh conceits ingendring pride
i thus intent /bneriel with his Spear 810
Touch d hightly for no falshood can endure
Touch of Celestial temper but returns
Of force to 1ts own hikeness up he start
Discoverd and surprizd As when 2 spark
Laghts on a heap of nutrous Powder laid
Tt for the Tun som Magazin to store
Against a rumord Warr the Smuttie grame
With sudden blaze diffus d inflames the Aire
So started up in hus 6w n shape the Fiend
Bach stept those two fair Angels half amaz d 820
So sudden to behold the gneshie King
Y et thus unmovd with fear accost hum soon
‘Which of those rebell Spirits adjudg d to Hell
Com st thou escap d thy prison and transform d
Why satst thou like an enemie nwate
Here watching at the head of these that sleep?
hnow yet not then said Sazan filld with scorn
Know ye not me> y e knew me once no mate
For you there stung where ye durst not soare
Not to hnow mee argues y our selves unknown 830
‘The lowest of your throng orif y¢ know
Why ask ye and superfiuous begin
Your message hike to end as much in vain®
To whom thus Zephon answerning scorn with scorn
Think not revolted Spinie thy shape the same
Or undimimsht brightness to be known
As when thou stoodst 1n Heav n upnight and pure
“That Glonie then when thou no more wast good
Departed from thee and thou resembl st now
Thy sin and place of doom ob cureand foule 840
But come for thou besure shalt gnve account
To hum who sent us whose charge 1s to keep
This place inviolable and these from harm
So spahe the Cherube and hus gras e rebuke
Severe 1n youthful beautse added grace
Invincible abashe the Desvil stood
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And felt how awful goodness 1s, and saw
Vertue 1n her shape how lov 1y, saw, and pin’d
His loss, but chiefly to find here obseryd
His lustre visibly impar’d, yet seemd 850
Undaunred If I'must contend, said he,
Best with the best, the Sender not the sent,
Or 4l at once, more glorie will be wonn,
Or less be lost Thy fear, said Zephon bold,
Whll save us trial what the least can doe
Single aganst thee wiched, 1nd thence weak
The I'iend replr'd not, overcome with rage,
Buthkea proud Steed reind, w ent hautie on,
Chaumptng his iron curb  to strive or flie
He held it vain, aw e from abov e had quelld 860
His heart, not else dismar'd Now drew they migh
The western pont, where those half-rounding guards
Just mer, & closing stood 1n squadron joind
Awaiting next command To whom tgur Chief
Gabriel from the Front thus calld aloud
O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet
Hasting this way, and now by ghmps discerne
Ithuriel and Zephon through the shade,
And w.ith them comes 4 third of Regal port,
But faded splendor wan, who by his gate 870
And fierce demeanour seems the Prince of Hell,
Not likely to part hence without contest,
Stand firm, for 1n his look defiance lours
He scarce had ended, when those tw o approachd
And brief related whom they brought, wher found,
How busted, 1n what form and posture couchr
To whom with stern regard thus Gabreel spahe
IWhy hast thou, Satan, brol ¢ the bounds rrcscnb d
To thy trinsgressions, 1nd disturbd the charge
Of others, who approt ¢ not to trnsgress §8o
By thy example, but have powerand nght
o question thy bold entrance on this plice,
Implor'd it seems to v1olate sleep, and thase
Whose dw elling God hath plinted here i bliss™
To whom thus Sazan with contcmptitous brow
Gebriel, thou hadst i Heas nth’ esteem of wise
And such T held thee, but this quesnon asht
Puts me tn doube I tves ther wholoves his pun®
Who would not finding wa, break Ioose from Hell
Though thither doomd  Thou wouldst thy sclf, no doubt,
And boldly venture to whatever plice ‘gt
Farthest from pun W here thou mightst hopc to change
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Torment with ease & soonest recompence
Dole with delight whichn this place I sought
To thee no reason who knowst only good
Burevil hastnot trrd and walt object
His will who bound us? let him surer barr
His Iron Gates 1f he mtends our stay
In that dark durance thus much what wasaslt
Therest s true they found me where tney say 900
But that implies not v1olence or harme

Thus hee in scorn The warlihe Angel mov d
Disdanfully half stmhing thus repli d
O loss of one in Heav n to judge of wise
Since Satan fell whom follie overthrew
And now returns him from his pnson scap ¢
Gravely o doubt whether to hold them wise
Or not who ash what boldness brought him hither
Unlicenc t from his bounds in Hell prescrib d
So wise he judges it to fly from pan 9t0
However and to scape his pumshment
So judge thou sull presumptuous till the wrauth
Which thou mcurr’st by flying meet thy flisht
Seavenfold and scourge that wisdom bich to Hell
Which taught thee y et no better that no pamn
Can equal anger mﬁ)mte provok ¢
But wherefore thou alone® wherefore with thee
Came not all Hell broke loose? 15 pain to them
Less pamn less to be fled or thou then they
Less hardie to endure> courageous Chuef g0
The first 1n flight from pam had st thou alleg d
To thy deserted host this cause of flight
Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitin e

‘To which the Fiend thus answ erd frow ming stern
Nor that 1 less endure or shank from pam
Insulting Angel well thou knowst I stood
‘Thy fiercest when 1n Battel to thy arde
The blasting v olted Thunder made all speed
And seconded thy else not dreaded Spear
But sull thy words at random as before 930
Argue thy mexperience what behooves
From hard assates and 11l successes past
A farthful Leader not to hazard al
Through wayes of danger by himself untr: d
1 therefore Talone first undertook
“To wing the desolate Abyss and spie
This new created W orld whercof 1n Hell
Fame 1s not silent, here in hope to find
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Better abode, and my afflicted Powers
To settle here on Earth, or in mid Aure, 940
Though for possesston put to try once more
What thou and thy gay Legions dare against,
‘Whose easier business w ere to serv e thir Lord
High up in Heav’n, with songs to hy mne hus Throne,
And practis’d distances to cringe, not fight
To whom the warrionr Angel soon repli'd
To say and strut unsay, pretending first
Wise to flie pain, professing next the Spie,
Argues no Leader, but a lyar trac't,
Satan, and couldst thou faithful add™ O name, 950
O sacred nime of fathfulness profan’d!
Futhful to whom? to thy rebeﬁmus crew?
Armue of Tiends, fic body to fit head,
Was this your disciphineand faith ingag’d,
Your military obedience, to dissolve
Allegeance to th’ acknawledg'd Power supream?
And thou sly hypocrite, who now wouldst seem
Patron of hiberty, who more then thou
Once fawn’d, and cring'd, and servilly ador d
Heav'ns aw ful Monarch? wherefore but in hope 960
To dispossess hum, nd thy self to reigne
But mark what I arreede thee now, avant,
T'lic thither whence thou fledst if from tlus houre
Within these hallow d imits thow appeer,
Bacl to th’ infernal prr 1 drag thee chund,
And Seale thee so, 15 henceforth not to scorne
The facil gates of hell too shightly barrd
So threatn’d hee, but Satan to no threats
G e heed, but waving more in rage reph d
Then when Lam thy captinve talk of chaines, 970
Proud limstarie Cherube, but cre then
Tarr hener lond thy self expect to fecl
Trom mny prevabing arme though Heavens hang
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy Compecers,
Us d to the v oal, draw st hus triumphant wheels
In progress through the rade of en nStwr-pn d
While thus he spihe, th Angelic Squadron bright
Turnd ficric red, sharpning n mooned hornes
Thir Phalany, and began to hemm lum round
With ported Spears, 1s thich 15 when 2 field 9%0
Of Ceres ripe !J«:r haryest waving bends
Her bearded Grove of ears wlich win the wind
Su 1 & them, the careful Plowman doubting stands
L¢ast on the threshing floore his hopeful sheaves
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Prove chaff Onth other side Satan allarm d
Coliecting all hus suight dilated stood
Like Tenersff or Atlss unremo d
His stature reacht the Shie and on hus Crest
Sathorror Plum d nor wanted 1n hus graspe
What seemd both Spear and Shicld now dreadful deeds
Might have ensu & nor onely Paradise 992
In thss commotion but the Starnie Cope
Of Heav n perhaps or all the Elements
Arleast hndp gonto rach disturbd and rorne
With violence of this confliet had not soon
Th Eternal to preveat such hornd fra
Hung forth m Heav n tus golden Scales yerscen
Betwixe 4streq and the Scorpion signe
Wherew sl things created ficst he weighd
The peadulous round Earth with ballane t Atee toso
In councerpoise now ponders alt events
Battels and Realms sn these he put fwo weghts
The sequel each of parting and of fight
The latter quick up flew and hacke the beam
Which Gngnel spying thus bespake the Fiend
Satan ¥ know thy strength and thou knowst mime
Neither our own but gnv n what folhe then
“To boast what Arrns can doe since thine no more
Then Heav n permits noz mne though doubld now
To trample thee as mize for proof look up 1010
And read thy Lot i y on celesuat Sign
Where thou art wes h @ & shown how hight how wesk
1f thou resist. The Fiend ookt up and 1 new
His mounted scale aloft nor more bur fled
Aturmunng and wath hum fled the shades of mghr
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THE ARGUMENT

Mormng approach’t, Tve relates to Adam ber troublesonze dream, he liles 1t not, 3 et
comforts ber They come forth to thir day labours Their Mormng Hvum as the
Door of thesr Bower God to render Man mexcusable sends Raphacl ro admomsh
bimt of Ius obedience, of bis free estate, of bis enemy near at hand who be 15, and w by
bis encmy, and whateger else may aval Adam to know Raphael comes doon to
Paradise, bis appearance describd) bis coming discernd by Adam afar off sitting at
the door of bis Bower, be goes out to meet bun, brings b to bis lodge, entertuns
bon aath the choycest frints of Paradise got together by Txe therr disconrse at
Table Raphael performs bis message, mmds Adam of bis state and of bis enemy re
{ates at Adams request who that enenty 15, and bots be camne to be so, beginmng frons
bis first revolt in Heaven, and the occasion thercof, bow be drew Ius Legions after
brn to the parts of the North, and there incited themt to rebel wth b, persrading
alll bu; only Abdicl a Seraph, who m Argument disv.ades and opposes b, then for-
sanes i

NO\V morn her roste steps in th’ Castern Clime
Advancing, sow'd the Larth with Ornient Pearle,
When Adam wal’t, so customd, for lus sleep
Was Acrie light, from pure digestion bred,
And temperat vapors bland, which th’ only sound
Of leaves and fuming nills, Aurora’s fan,
Lightly dispers’d, and the shnll Mann Song
0? Birds on cvery bough, so much the more
His wonder was to find unwak nd Lve
With Tresses discompos’d, and glowing Checl, 10
As through unquiet rest he on lus side
Leaming half-ras d, with looks of cordial Love
Hung o er her enamour d, 1nd beheld
Beautie, which whether wahing or asleep,
Shot forth pecuhar Graces, then with voice
Milde, as “{:cn Zephyrus on Flora breathes,
Her hand soft touching, whisperd thus Awahe
My fairest, my espous d, my latest found
Hean 'ns hst best gift, my evernew dehighe,
Awake, the morning shines, and the fresh field 20
Calls us we lose the pnime, to mark how spnng
Qur tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove,
What drops the My rrhe, & w hat the balmie Reed
How Nature punts her colours how the Bee
Sits on the Bloom eatmeang liquid sw cet
Such whspening wak d her, but wathstantld eve
On Adam, \\Ywm imbraing, thus <he spike
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O Sole 1n whom mn thoughts find all repose
My Glonie my Perfection glad Isee
Thy face and Morn retumn d for I thus Night
Such mght uHl this Inever pass d have dream d
If dream d notasToft amwont of thee
Works of day pass t or mozrows net designe
But of offence and trovble which my mund
Rnew never ulf this srksom nighe methought
Close at mune ear one call d me forth to walk
With pentle vorce 1thoughtitthine atsad
Why sleepst thou E ¢? now 1s the pleasant time
The cool thesfent save where sitence ¢ selds
To the mght warbling Bird that now anake
Tunes sweetest us love labor d song now resgnes
Full Orb d the Moon and w1th more pleasing hight
Shadowse sets off the face of things myam
1f none regard Heas 0t wakes with 2l his ey es
Whom ta behold but thee Natures desire
In whose sight alt things joyv with rrushment
Artracted by thy beauty stll to gaze
Iroseasat thy call butfound thee not
To find thee [ directed then my walk
And on methought alone I pass d through ways
That brought me on a sudden to the Tree
Of saterdicred Knowledge faw rscemd
Much farer to my Fancie then by day
And as I wondnng Jooht beside st stood
One shap d and wing d ike ane of those from Heas n
By us oftseen his dewne locl s duenill ¢
Ambrosia on that Trec he also gaz d
And O far Plant smd he wath frust surcharg d
Desgns none to case thy load and taste thy sweer
Nor God nor Man 15 hnowledge so despis d?
Or entie or what resenve forbids o raste?
Forbid who will none shall from me withhoid
Longer thy offerd good why else set here?
‘This sa3d he paus d nor but with ventrous Arme
He pluckt he tasted mee damp horror chut d
At such bold words s oucht with a deed so bold
But he thus overjoy d O Mnuir Divine
Swuecr of thy sdg gut much more sw eet thus crope
Fotbidd n here 1rseems asoncly fit
For Gods yerabletomile Gods of Ven
And why not Gods of Men since good the more
Communteated more abundant gron es
The Author not impasr d but henourd more?
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Here, happie Creature, fair Angelic Eve,
Partake thou also, happze though thou art,
Happier thou may st be, worthier canst not be
Taste this, and be henceforth among the Gods
Thy self a Goddess, not to Larth confind,
But somtimes 1n the Aur, as wee, somtimes
Ascend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and see 8o
Whart hfe the Gods I e there, and such I ¢ thou
So say 1ng, he drew nigh, and to me held,
Lsento my mouth of that same fruit held part
Which he had pluche, the pleasant sav ourie smell
So quick’nd appetrte, thar I, methought,
Could not but taste Torthwith up to the Clouds
With him I flew, and underneath beheld
The Larth outstretche smmense, a prospect wide
And various wondring ac my fhght and change
To this high exaltation, suddenly 90
My Guide was gon, and I, me thoughe, sunk down,
And fell asleep, but O how glad I wal’d
To find this but a dream' Thus Lve her Night
Related, and thus Adar answerd sad

Best Tmage of my self and dearer half,
The trouble of thy thoughts this mghtin sleep
Affects me equally, nor can L hihe
This uncouth dream, of evil sprung I fear,
Yet evil whence® 1n thee ¢can harbour none,
Created pure But know that in the Soule 100
Are many lesser Facultes that serve
Reason 1s chief, among these Fansie nexe
Her office holds, of alf external things,
Which the five warchful Senses represent,
She forms Imaginations, Acrie shapes,
Which Reason joy ning or disjoy ing, frames
All what we affirm or what deny, and call
Our knowledge or opinion, then reures
Into her private Cell when Nature rests
Ofr 1n her absence mmme Pansie wihes 110
To inutate her, but musjoy ming shapes,
Wilde work produces oft, and most in dreams,
11l marching words and deeds long past or late.
Som such resemblinces mettunks | find
Of our l1st Fevmings talk, i this chy dream,
But wth addinion strange, \ et be notsad
il into the nund of God or Man
My come and go, 50 unappros d ndleave
No spot or blame behind Wiieh gnvesme hope
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That what m sleep thou didst abhorr to dream
Waking thou never wilt consent to do
Be not disheart nd then nor cloud these looks
That wont to be more chearful and serene
Then when fair Mornumg first smales on the World
And let us to our fresh imployments nse
Among the Groves the !‘Pountnms and the Flours
“That open now thir choicest bosom d smells
Reservd from night and kept for thee m store
So cheard he hus fair Spouse and she was cheard
But siently 2 genile tear let fall
From esther eye and wip d them with her hawe
Two ather precious draps that ready stood
Each in thir chrystal stuce hee ere they fell
Tuss d a3 the gracsous signs of sy eet remorse
And prous awe that feard to have offended
So alf was cleard and to the Field they haste
But first from under shadic arborous roof
Soon as they forth were come to open sight
Of day spring and the Sun who scarce up risen
With wheels y et hov ning o re the Geean brim
Shot paralel to the earth his dewse fav
Discos ering wn wide Lantshap all the Easc
Of Paradise and Edens happie Plams
Lowly they bow d 2donng and began
Thir Onsons each Morming duly pad
In various style for nesther vanons sty le
Nor holy rapture wanted they to prasse
Thir Maker i fit strams pronounc ¢ or sung
U d such prompt elog
Flowd from thir hps 1n Prose ot numerous Verse
More runcable then needed Lute or Harp
“To add more sweetness and they thus began
These are thy glonous works Parent of good
Almighne thinie this universal Frame
‘Thus wondrous fair thy self how w ondrous then!
Unspeakable who sust above these Heavens
To us misible or dimly scen
In these thy lowest worhs y et these declare
Thy goadness beyond thought and Power Divine
Speak yee who best can gell y e Sons of hight,
Angels for yce behold lum and wath songs
And choral sy mphomes Day without Night,
Cerele hus Throne rejoy aing yecsn Heavn,
On Earth jovnall y ee Creatures to extoll
Him firsy um fast’ him mudst and without end.
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Turest of Starrs, 11t the tram of Night,
If better thoy belong not 1o the davn h
Sure pledge of dav that crownst the smuling Morn
With thy hrghe Circlet prusc hum i thy Spheare
W hle day anees that sweet hour of Prume 70
Thou Sun, of this erreat World both T v e and Soule,
Aclnowledge nm thy Greater sound hus prine
In thy cternal course botls when thou clinb st
And when high Noon hase gund, & when thou faffs
Moon, that now mectet the anent Sun now flist
With the five Stares fixen thir Orb that flies
And vee five other waindring Tires that mose
In mysuc Dance not without Song, sesound
s pruse, who out of Darhness call d up Laght
Atre, 1nd v Elements the eldest burth S0
Of Natures Womb, that in quatermon run
Perpetual Cirdle, multsform and min
And nounsh all things ety our ceasless change
Vance to our great Mk er still new prasse
Y e Mists and Fahalitons chat now nise
Irom il or sternung | ke, dushic or grey,
Till the Sun punt y our fleccae shires with Gold,
In honour to the Worlds great Author nise,
Whether to dec) with Clouds the uncolourd shie,
Or wet the thirstie Larth waith falling show ers, 190
Rusing or falhng sull advance lns prause
His pruse v e Winds, that from four Quarters blow,
Breathe soft or Joud, and wav ¢ y our cops, y ¢ Pines,
With every Pline msign of “’nrshlp wne
Fountawns and v ec, that warble, as ve flow,
Mclodious nurmurs warbling tune lus pruse
Jovnvoices all y e lining Souls, v e Burds
That snging up to Heaven Gate ascend,
Bear on v our wings and n y our notes his pruse,
Y ce that in Waters ghde, and y ce thar walh 200
The Larth, and stately trerd, orlawly creep,
Witness 3f I be silent, Morn or Leven,
To Hill, or Valley, Fountun, or fresh shade
Made voeal by my Song,and taught his pruse
Hail unn crs:xf Lord, be bounteous still
To gine us oncly good, and if the mght
Have gathered aught of cvil or conceald,
Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark
So pray’d they maocent, and to thir thoughts
Tarm peace recoy erd soon and wonted calm 210
On to thir mornings rural work they haste
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Among sv eet dewes and flours where any row
Of Fruit trees overwoodie reachd too far
Thir pamperd boughes and needed hands to check
Fruntless tmbraces or they led the Vine
To wed her Elm she spous d aboat hum twines
Her manageable arms and wuth her brings
Her dowr th adopted Clusters ta adorm
His barren leaves Them thus implosd beheld
With prre Heav nshigh hang andtohimealld 2 0
Raphaet the sociable Spirit that degn d
To travel with Tobiss and secur &
His marnage with the seaventnmes wedded Masd
Raphael sad hee theu hear st whatstsr on Darth
Satan from Hell scap ¢ through the dachsom Guif
Hath raisd i Paradise and how distachd
This night the human par how he designes
In them at once to rum all mankind
Go therefore half this day as frsend wath friend
Converse with 4dare 1 what Bowre ot shade 230
Thou find st lum from the freat of Noon reur d
o respit hus day labour v 1th repast
Or with repose ‘and such discaurse bnng on
As may advise hum of hus happie state
H:?)pmt’ss m his power lefr frec to will
Left 10 s own free Wall fns Will though free
Y ef mutable whence warne him to beware
He swene nottoo secuce tell hum wathall
Hisdanger and from whom what eneme
Late falln himself from Heaven 1s plotting now 40
The fall of others from kike state c?bhss
By wiolence no for that shall be wichstood
But by deceit and hies this et hum know
Least wilfully eransgresssng he pretend
Surprisal unadmorushe unforewarnd
So spake th Erermal Father and folfiltd
All Jusice nor dedmd the winged Samt
After tus charge secend but from among
Thousand Celesual Ardors where he stoad
Vaild wath his gorgeons wings up springing hight 250
Flew through the mudse of Heas n th angelic Quises
Qn each hand parung to hus sé’“d gnevay
Through all th’ Empy real road_uill at the Gate
Of Heay narsiv d the gate self opend wide
On golden Hinges turming as by work
Dnine the sov ran Architect had fram d
From hence no cloud or o obstruct his sighe
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Starranterpos d however small he sees,

Not unconform to other stuming Glohes

Eanth nd the Gard n of God, with Cedars crow nd
Above all Ihlle As when by might the Ghss

Of Galileo, less assur d ohserves

Imamnd Lands and Regions in the Moon

Or Pilot from anudst the Cy clades

Delos or Samnos first appecning henns

A clouds spot Dovn chither prone in flighe

He speeds, and through the vast Fthereal Shie
Satles betw cen worlds & worlds wath steddie w ng
Now an the polar windes, then with quick Fann
Winnows the bunom Arr till witlin soare

Of Townng Fagles to all the T owles he scems

A Phacnix, gz d by all, 25 that sole Bird

When to enshnne Ius reliques in the Sun's

Brght Temple to 7 ¢vpriin T heb she flies
Atonce onth Lastern chff of Pamdise

He hights, and to hus propershape returns

A Seraph wingd, six wings he ware, to shade

His incaments Divine, the pur that chd

Lach shoulder broad, came manthng o re hus brest
With regal Ornament, the nuddle pur

Gire hike 1 Starnie Zone his waste, and round
Shirted his lomes and thighes with dow e Gold
And colours dipt sn Teav'n, the third hus feer
Shaddowd from cither heele with featherd maile
Shie nnctur'd grun Lil ¢ Maa’s son he stood,
And shook his Plumes, that Heas nhy fragrance filld
The circunt wide Straue hknew him all the Bands
Of Angels under watch, and to lus state,

And to lus message lugh 1n honour rise,

Tor on som message hugh they guessd him bound
Thir ghttering Tents he passd, and now 1s come
Into the blissful ficld, through Groves of Myrrhe,
And flouring Odours, Cassia, Nard, 1nd Balme,

A Wilderness of sw cets, for Nature here
Wantond as in her prime, 1nd plaid at will

Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more swect,
1WVilde aboy e rule or art, enormous bliss

Him through the spicic T'orrest onward com
Adan discernd, as in the dore he sat

Of his coole Bowre, while now the mounted Sun
Shot down direct his fervid Rases, to warme
Tarths inmost womb, more warmth then Adam: needs
And LCve withm, due at her hour prepar’d
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For dinner savourse fruits of raste to please

True appenite and not disrehsh thurse

Of nectarous draughts berween from mlhie stream

Bernse or Grape to whom thus ddam call d
Hasze huther Eve and worth thy sighe behold

Lastward among those Trees what glonous shape

Comes this wav moving seems another Morn 510

Ris 1t on mud noon som great behest from Heav n

To us perhaps he brings and will voutsafe

This day to be our Guest But goe with speed

And what thy stores contain_bring forth and poure

Abuadance fit to honour and receive

Qur Heax nly stranger well wemay afford

Qur grers thar own gifts and large bestow

From large bestowd where Nature multiplses

Her feruf growth and by disburd mng grows

More fruful which nstructs us not to spare 3
Towhom thus Ere Adumr earths hallowd mould

Of God insprr d small store will serve where store

All seasons ripe for use hangs on the stabh

Sav e what by frugal stonng firmness gaws

Yo nounsh and superfluaas motst consumes

But [ will haste and from tach bough and break

Each Plaat & juciest Gourd will pluck such chotce

To entertan our Angel guest as hee

Beholding shall confess that here on Earth

God hath dispenst his bounties as 1 Heay n 330
So saymg with disparchful fooks in haste

She turns on hospitable thoughts snrent

What chorce to chuse for deficacre best

W hat order 50 contnv d as not to mix

Tastes not well joy nd nelegant but bring

“Taste after raste upheld with hindhest change

Besurs her then and from each tender stalk

W hatever Carth all beaning Mother vields

In Indss Bast or West or nuddle shoare

In Pamtus or the Pumic Coast or where 340

Alemous reagn d frone of all hindes n coate

Rough or smooth rin d or bearded hush ot shell

She gathers Trnbute large and on the board

Heaps wuth unspanmg hand for drink the Grape

She crushes moffenst e moust and meathes

Trom snany 2 berne and from sweet Lernels prest

She tempers dulcer ereams nor these to hold

Wants her fit vessels pure then straws the ground

1% 1th Rose and Qdours from the shrub snfumd
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Mean while our Pramun ¢ great Sire, to meet 350

His god Iike Guat, walks forth, without more teun

Accumpmt‘d then wth us ovn compleat

Perfections, m limisedf was all s state,

Mare <olemnn then the tedious pomp that wts

On Princes, when thir nch Retinue long

Of Haorses led 1nd Grooms besmeard with Gold

Dazles the croud and sets them alt agape

Neerer tus presence ofd v though not and,

3 et with subnuss approach and ey erence meeh,

As to 1 supenor Nature, bovang fow, 360
Thus wad Natne of Hew n, for other phee

None ¢an then Hean nsuch glanous shape contan,

Since by descending from the Thrones above,

Those happie plices thou hast dergnd 1 while

Ta wint and honour these, voutsafe with us

Twoonely, whovet by 508 pngift possess

Thas (pwfaus ground, 1n s onder shadie Bowre

To rest, 1nd what the Garden choreest bears

To sit and taste, till this menidian heat

Be aver, and the Sun more coole dechine 370
Whom thus the Angchic Vertue answered nulde

Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou such

Created, or such phee hast here to dwell,

Asm1y not oft invite, though Spints of Heav'n

To viac thee, lead on then wherse thy Bowre

Oreshades, for these mid hours, ull 1 evning rise

T have at will So to the Sihan Lodge

They came, that ke Pomona s Arbour smul’d

With flourcts dech’ ind fragrant smells, but Lee

Undechr, s1v ¢ wich her self more Jovely fur 380

Then Wood Ny mph, or the furest Goddess feign'd

Of three that sn AMount #da naked strove,

Stood ta entertamn her gaest from Hen'n, no vule

Shee necded, Vertue-proof, no thoughe infirme

Alterd her cheeh On whom the Angel Harle

Bestow d, the holy salutation us'd

Long after to blest Aarse, sccond Lue
Hale Mother of Man! ind, whose frustful Womb

Shall fill the World more numerous with thy Sons

Then with these various fruts the Trees of God 390

Hav e heap'd this Table Rus'd of grassie terf

Thur Table was, and mosste seats had round,

And on her ample Square from side to side

All Autinm le‘d, though Spring and Autwnm here

Danc’d hand in hand A while discourse they hold,
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Ne fear lest Dmner coole when thus began
Our Authour Heax nly stranger please to taste
These bounties w luch our Nounsher from whom
All perfet good unmeasur d out descends
To us for fgood and for dehght hath caus d
The Earth to seild unsavoure food perhaps
To spurrtual Natures only this 1 know
That one Celestal Father guves toall

To whomthe Angel Therefore what he gives
{Whaose prasse be ever sung) to man n part
Sgnmna} may of purest Spiries be found
No ingrateful food and faad althe those pure
lacelligennal substances require
As doth your Ratonal :mg both contain
Within them every lower facultie
Of sense whereby they hear see smel! touch taste
Tasung concoct digest assumilate
And carporeal to mcarpareal turn
For koow whatever was created needs
To be sustand and fed of Llements
“The grosser feeds the purer carth the sea
Lanh and the Sea feed Awr the Air those Fires
Etheres! and as lowest first the Moon
Whence in her visage round those spots unpurg d
Vapouurs not y et tnta her substance turm d
Nor doth the Moon no nourishment exhale
Fram her moist Contanent to higher Orbes
‘The Sug that hghrimparts o all recesves
From al bus alumental recompence
In hunud exhalations and at Even
Sups with the Qesan though m Heas 5 the Trees
Of life ambrosial frutzge bear and vincs

Yeild Mectar though from off the boughs each Morn

We brush melhfiuons Dewes and find the ground
Corer d vth pearly gram v et God hath here
Vared s bounty 50 with new debights

As may compare with Heaven and to taste
Think 'not ¥ shall be nice So down they sat

And to thor viands el nor secrmnghy

The Ange} nor i must the common gloss

Of Theotogians but with keen dispatch

Of reat hunger and concocunve heate

To transubstagiate what redounds transpires
Through Spitis weh case ner wouder 1f by fire
Of scoty coaf the Capsrre Alchimist

Can turnt ur holds 1t possible to qarn

Bk
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Metals of droswest Ore to perfet Gold

As from the Vine Memwinleat Table? ¢

Musterd naked, and thie flow mg cups

With pletsane lu‘unm ceownd Omnocence

Deserving Paradice’ sf ever, then,

Then had the Sons of Gad excare to hve bin

I mimaur d 1t that sighe, but sn those hearts

Love unhibidinons reign o, nor gerlousse

Wis understond, the imur d Lovers Hell 450
Thus when with smeats & drinhs they had suffic d

Not burd nd Nature, sudden mumd arose

In Adam, notto ket th acerson pass

Guen hum In thus great Conference to hnow

Of thungs ahoy ¢ s World, and of thar being

Who dwcll in Heas n, schose encellence hesiw

I ranscend his own so firr, whose mduant forms

Dunce effulgence, whose Ingh Power so far

Lacceded human, and fus wary speech

Thus ta th’ Lmpy real Mimster he fram d 460
Inhabitant with God, now hnow I well

Thy favour, sn thus hanour done to man,

Under whase lowis raof thou hast voutsaf ¢

To enter, ind these carthly fruns to taste,

I aod not of Angels, v et 1ccepred so,

As that more willingly thou cauldst not secem

At Hew nshigh feasts to have fed y et what compare®
To whom the winged Hierarch rephi d

O Adam, onc Almighue is, from whom

All things proceed, 1nd up to hun return, 470

If not depray d fram goad, created il

Such to perfection, one fist matter all,

Indu'd with various forms, 1 arious degrees

Of subistance, 1nd mn things that Ine, of hfe,

But more refin d, more sprritous, and pure,

As neerer to him plac ¢ or necrer tending

Lach n thir several 1¢n ¢ Sphears assignd,

Tl body up to spnt worh, 1 bounds

Propomon to each kind So from the root

Springs highter the green stalh, from thence the leaves 480

More acrie, last the bright consummate floure

Spinits odorous breathes flours and thir frut

Mans nounishment, by gradual scale sublim'd

To vital Spuries aspire, to animal,

To mtellectual, give both Ife and sense,

T'ansie and understanding, whence the soule

Reason recen es, and reason ss her being,
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Discursive or Intmitnve discourse

Is oftest yours the latter most 15 ours
Differing but 1 degree of hind the same
Wonder not then what God for y on saw good
If T refuse not but comert asyou

To proper substanve time m2y come when men
Wich Angels ma)_parucipate and find

No inconvement Dier nor too light Fare

Ang from these cor;;ora\ nutriments perhaps

Y our bodes may at last turn all to Spint
Improv d by tract of ame and wingd ascend
Lthereal s wee or may at chorce

Here or in Heav nly Paradises dwell

If y ¢ be found obedient and retam
Umalterably firm his love entire

Whose progeme yon are Mean while enjoy
Your fill what happiness this happie state

Can comprehend incapable of more

To whom the Patrarch of mankind reph d
O fa ourable spune prOﬁmous guest
‘Well hast thou taughe the way that mghe direct
Our hnow ledge and the scale'of Nature set
From center to circumference whereon
I contemplation of created things
By steps we may ascend to God But say
W hat meant that caution yomnd of ye be found
QObedient? can wee want obedicnce then
To him or possibly his love desere
Who formd us from the dust and plac d us here
Tull to the utmost measute of what bliss
Hunan desires can seek oo sp?(ch:nd’

To whom the Angel Son of Heav st and Carth
Attend That thou art happie awe to God
That thou connnu st such oweto thy self
That1s to thy obedience therein stand
This was that caution giv i thee be advis d
God made thee perfet not immutable
And good he made thee but to persevere
He left 1t n thy power ordund thy will
By nature free notover rul dby Fate
Inextricable or stnct nectsmiry
Qur voluntarie senvice he requires
Not our necessitated such with fnm
Findes no acceptance 707 ¢an find for how
Can hearts not free be trr d whether they serie
Willing or no who wil{ but whar they must
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By Destinie, and ¢1n no other choose
My sclf and all e Angelic Hoste that staind
In sight of God enthron d, our happe state
Told, as v ouvours while our obedienee holds,
On other surery none, freely wesene
Because wee freeh love as in our will
To love or not, in this we stand or fall 540
And som are fall n, to disabedience fll n,
Andso from Heas nto dccpcst Hell, O fall
From what Ingh state of bliss into what woc!
To whom our greit Progenttor Thy words
Attentive, and wath more dehghted care
Divine instructer 1have heard, then when
Cherubic Sangs by night from naghbounng ils
Acreal Music send nor knew I not
To be both will and deed created free,
Yet that we never shall forget ta love 550
Our mker, 1nd obey hum whose command
Single, 15 v ¢t so just, my constant thoughts
Assur d me 1nd sull assure  though whar thou tellst
Hath past 1n Heav n, som doubt within me move,
But more destre to hear, if thou consent,
The full relrtion, which must needs be strange,
Worthy of Sacred silence to be heard
And we haveyetlarge dav, for scarce the Sun
Hath fimsht half his journey, and scarce begins
His athier hlf 1n the great Zone of Hew n s6o0
Thus Adam made request, and Raphael
Afrer short pause assenning, thus began
High matter thou injoinst me O rnmc of men,
Snd tash and hard, for how shall [ relate
To human sensc th nvisible exploits
Of warning Spinits, how without remorse
The ruin of so many glorious once
And perfec while they stood, how last unfould
‘The scerets of another world, perhaps
Not law ful to reveal- y et for thy good 570
This 1s dispenc’t, and what surmounts the reach
Of human sense, I shall delineate so,
By hl’ning spiritual to corporal forms,
As may enpress them best, though whatif LCarth
Be but the shaddow of Ileav 1, and things theremn
Lach to other like, more then on earth 1s thought?
As yet this world was not, and Chaos wilde
Reignd where these Heav ns now row], where Earth
now rests
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Upon her Center possd whenana day
(For Time thougﬁom Erernstie apph d 530
To monon measures all things durable
By present past and futnre) on such day
As Heay ny grear X ear bungs forth th Lmps reat Host
Of Angels by Imperal summons call d
i ble before th Almughues Throne
Torthwith from all the ends of Heay n appeerd
Under thar Hierarchs 1y orders brighe
Ten thouswd thoussnd Enugnes fugh advane d
Standards and Gonfalons twixt Van and Reare
Streame i the Awre and for disuncrionserve 590
Of Hicrarchies of Orders and Degrees
Or s thir ghttering Tissues bear mnblaz d
Holy Memormls aces of Zeale and Love
Recorded eminent Thus when sn Orbes
Of arcuw mexpressible they stood
Orb within Orb the Father mfinste
By whom m bhss iunbosor d sat the Son
A rmidst as from a flamung Moune whose top
Brighness had made invisible thus spale
Hearall ve Angels Progene of Light (2]
Thrones Domnatons Princedoms Vertues Powers
Hear my Decree whuch unrevob ¢ shall stand
Thus day T hav e begot whom ¥ declare
Ay onels Son and on this holy Hill
Him have anomted whom ye now behold
Aty nght hand y our Head T him appomt
And by my Self hay e swom to him shall bow
All hoees i Heas 1 2nid shall confess hum Lord
Under his grear Vice gerent Reign abide
United a3 one indn idual Soute 610
Forever happse hym who disobey es
Mee disobieves breaks unton and that day
Cast out from God and blessed 1ision !a!?s
Into utter darkness deep angulfr his place
Ordaind wsthont redemption withont end
So spake th Ommsporent and wath fus words
All scemd well pleasd all scem d but were notall
That day as other solem dayes they spest
In song and dance about the saered Hilt
My stical dance which vonder starme Spheare 20
Of Planets and of fixt sn all her W heeles
Rescmbles nearest mazes ntricate
Lecentric mrersoly d y et regular
“Then most when most srregalar they seem:
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And in thir motions hirmome Diving

Sa smoaths her charnmag tones, that Gods own ear

1 istens debighted T evmng approachd
{(forwchucaboour! e g and our \orn

We ours for change delectable, not need)

orthwith from dance to sweet reprst they tumn 630
Desirous, all in Cirdles as they stood

T ahiles e ser and on a sudden il d

With AngelsTood and rubied Neetar flons

In Peard in Diamond and massie Gold

I rust of dehicious \ nes the grovth of Hen n

Thev e, they dnnk, and with refection sw ect

Are fill d before th all bounteous hang, who shonrd
With copious hind, rejoy cing mn thir joy
Now when ambrosial \ighe with Clouds exiial d

I romthat Ingh mount of God, whence hghe & shade 640
Spnng hoth the face of bnghtest Heav nhad chngd
To grateful Twihghe (for Night comes not there
In dard er verle) and rosear Dews dispos d
Al but the umlccrm cves of God to rest,
Wide overall the Plin and wider farr

Then all this globous Farth in Plan ourspred

(Such 1re the Courts of God) Th' Angehie thrung
Disperstan Bands and Iifes tur Camp eviend

By Inng Streams among the Trees of Life

Pavilions numberless, and sudden reard, 550
Celesnal Tabernacles, where they slept

TMinnd with coole Winds, sav ¢ those w ho in thir course
Melodious Hy mns about the sovrin Throne
Alternate all mght long butnotsowal d
Satan, so call hum now, us former name

Is heard no more i Heay n, he of the first,

If not the first Arch-Angel, great in Power,

In favourand prreminence, v et fraught

With eny e against the Son of God, that d

Honourd by his great Father, and proclumd 660
Aessiah kang anomnted, could not beare

Through pride that sight, and thought himself impaird
Dccp malice thence concerving & disdun,

Soon as midnughe broughe on the dushie houre
T'nendliest to sleep and silence, he resol'd

With all hus Legtons to dislodge, and Jeave

Unw orshipt, unobey’d the Throne supream
Contemptuous and his next subordinate

Awak’ning, thus to him m secret spahe

Sleepst thou, Compamon dear, what sleep ¢1n close 670
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Thy eve Iids and rementbrest what Decree

Of yesterday so lare hath past the lips

Of Heav 05 Almghtse Thou to methy thoughts

Wast v ont Tmine to thee was wont toimpart

Botht waking we were one how then can now

Thy sleep dissent® new Laws thou seest impos &

New Lavis from fum who reigns new nunds may raise

Inuswhoserve new Counsels to debate

What doubtful may ensue more 1 this place

To urter 15 not safe Assemble thou 680

Of all those My riads which we lead the ~fuef

Teli them that by command ere yet dim Naght

Her shadowre doud withdraws ; am to fraste

And all who under me thur Bannerswave

Homeward with iy mg march where we possess

‘The Quarters of the North there to prepare

Fit enterramment to recets e our King

The great Messih and his new. commands

Who speedily through all the Hrerarchies

Intends to pass triumphane and give Laws s90
So spal e the false Arch Angel and infusd

Bad mfluence mto th unw arie brest

Of his Assocrite hee together calls

Or several one by one the Regent Powers

Under hum Regenr tells as he was taught

That the most Fhgh commanding now ere Naght

Nowi ere dim Naght had disncumberd Heas n

The grear Hierarchal Srandard was to move

Tellsthe suggested canse and casts between

Ambiguous words and jeal tosound 700

Or tant integnine buralf obey d

The wonted signal 2nd supersor 1oice

Of thar great Poteatate for greatindeed

Hisname and ngh washisdegreesn Heavn

His count nance as the Morning Starr that gusdes

Thestarsie floch aitur d them and withhves

Drew after tum the third part of Heav ns Host

Alean while th Erernal ey e whose sight discernes

Abstrasest thoughts from forth hus holy Mount

And from withun the golden Lamps that burne 710

Nightly before lum saw without thar hight

Rc%clhon nsing saw i whom fron spred

Among the sons of Morn what multstudes

Were banded 1o oppose fus fugh Decree

And smiling to hisoneh Son thus sud
Son thou sn whom my glory { behold
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In full resplendence, Heir of 4l i nughe,
Neerly it now concernes usto he sure
Of our Omnipotence, and with what Arms
We mean to hold what anciently we clum 720
Of Deitic or Lmpure, such 1 foc
Isnsing whointends to erect his Throne
Fqual to ours, throughout the sprctous North,
Nor so content, hath in lus thought to tric
In bateel, what our Power s, or our nght
I ctusadvise and to this hazard drw
With speed what force 1s left, and all mploy
In our defence lest unawares we lose
Thus our lugh plice our Sanctuanie, our Tl
To whom the Son with calm aspect and cleer 730
Light mng Divince, ineffable, serene,
Made answer Mighue Pather, thou thy foes
Justly hastin denston, and secure
Laugh st 2t thir van designes and tumules vaun,
Matter to mee of Glory,, whom thar hate
Tlustrtes, when they sce 1l Regal Power
Gn 'n me to quell thir pride, and i event
Know whether I be devtrous to subdue
Thy Rebels, or be found the worst in Hev'n
So spake the Son, but Satan with his Powers 740
Tarr was advanc’t on winged speed, an Host
Innumerible s the Starrs of Nighe,
Or Starrs of Morning, Dew~drops, wlich the Sun
Impearls on every leaf and every flouer
Regions they pass d, the mighue Regencies
Of Seriphim and Potentates and Thrones
In thir triple Degrees, Regions to w hich
All thy Donunion, Adam, 1s no more
Then what this Garden is to all the Larth,
And all the Sen, from one entire globose 750
Stretche into Longitude, which haying pass'd
Atlength into the hmts of the North
They came, and Satan to huis Roy al sear
High on a Hill, far blazing, as 2 Mount
Rais'd on a Mount, with Pyrammds and Towrs
I'rom Diamond Quarries hew'n, & Rocks of Gold,
The Palace of great Lucifer, (so call
"That Structure 1n the Dialect of men
Interpreted) which not long after, hee
Affecting all equality with God, 760
In mmitation of that Mount whereon
Messiah was declar’d in sight of Heav'n,
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Thy makimg w hule the Aaker gave thee beng?
We Lnow no ume when we weére not as naw
hnow none before us self begor seff rus d
By ourown fuich ning power when fazal course
Biad carcl d his fall Orbe the birth manure
Of this our natn e Heav n Ethereal Sons
Our puissance 15 our own_our own right hand
Shalt teach us lughest deeds by proof to try
Who 15 our equal then thou shalt hehold
Whether by suppheatson we atend
Address andtobegirt th Alnwghey Throne
Beseeching or besieging This report
Thesc tidings carrse to th anointed hang
Andfly ere vl eercepe thy figh
He sud and as the sound of waters deep
Hoarce murmuc echo d to lus words applause
Through the infimire Fost nor Jess for that
The flanung Seraph fearless though alone
Encompass d round with foes thus answerd bold
O ahenate from God O spriz accusst
Forsak nof ol good Iseethy foll
Determnd and thy hapless crew myolv d
Inthis p rf dious froud contagion spred
Both o? shy enime and pumshment henceforth
Neo more be troubl d how to quis the y ohe
Of Gods Messiah those mdulgent Laws
Wilk not now be voutsaf ¢ other Decrees
Agasnst thee are gon forth without secal]
Thar Golden Scepter which thou didse reject
Is now an Iron Rod 1o brusse and breake
Thy disobedisnee Well thon didst adurse
et not for thy advise or threats I fly
These wiched Tents devoted feast the wrauth
Impendent raging into sudden flame
Distsnguish not for soon expect fo feel
His Thunder on thy head des ouning fire
Then who created thee famenung learne
Wihen who can unereate thee thou shalt kaow
So spahe the Seraph Abdiel fathivl found
Among the fathless fasthful only hee
Ampeng innumerable false unmos &
Unshal n unseduc d unternfi d
His Loj altse be kept, his Love fus Zeale
Nornumber nor example with hun w rought
Toswer e from truth or change hus constane mmd
Though single From anudst them forth be passd
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Long wa through hosule scorn, which he susteind
Superior, nor of violence fear'd wgh,

And with retorted scorn his backl he turn'd

On those proud Tow rs to swift destruction doom'd



BOOK VI

THE ARGUMENT

Raphael cant nues so relate bow Muchael and Gahnel were sent forth to Bastel
agamst Savan and J s Aneels The fi se Feght desersbd Satan and s Porers retire
under Nigl ¢ He ealls a Councel smients de~ slul Engmes wbich m the second daver
Fight pr1 Michael and bis Angels 10 some dise der B ¢ they ar length pulling up
Mo mts ns aver Jbelind both tf e Force and Machins of Satan Yet t 2 Tunp It not
so end ng God o1 17 ¢ third day sends Mess ah I 1 Son for 2. ba 1t lie bad veser o
1he glo y of that Victory Hee n the Power of b s Fatber co ung 10 tl ¢ place and
caus ng all 1 s Legions to stand suilf on entl er s de wuth 1 5 Cfareot and Thi e
drr-img nto the m dit of Jis Ener tes pu stees thent unable to enst sot.ovds the wall
of H a en aliwch openng they Yeap down wurh borroir and  onfusion mto ihe
;;vla ; v,f P sty ens prepa d for them m the Deep Nessuh returns with trrampl 1o
x Father

L1 NIGHT the dreadless Angel unpursu d
Through Heav ns wide Champain held his way ull
Mom
Wak ¢ by che cireling Hours with rosic hand
Unbarr d the gates of Light Theressa Cne
W ithun the Vount of God fast by bus Throne
Where b ht and darkness i perpetual round
Lodge and disladge by turns which mahes through
Henv nt

Grateful vicssiade hike Day and Naghe
Laghtsssues fonth and at the other dove
Obsequions darkaess enters ulf her houre 2
Toveide the Heoy n though darhness there rghe wett
Seem twilight here and now went forth the Mom
Such as 1a hughest Heat n arravdan Gold
Empyreal from before her vanssh Night
Shot through with ontent Beams  when all the Plam
Coverd wh thich embatteld Squadrons brighe
Charots and flamung Armes and fienie Steeds
Reflecung blaze on blaze first met bus view
W3 ars he pereeay d warr in procinet and found
Alreads known sthat he for news had thought 0
To have reported gladls then he miwe
Among those friendly Powers who hum seceay d
W ath joy and 2cclamations loud thatane
That of sa mamy My rrads fali n yerone
Returnd not last On to the sacred hull
Thes led bum hugh applanded and present
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Before the seat supream from whencee 1 voice
From mtdst 1 Golden Cloud thus mulde was heard
Servant of God, wcll done, well hast thoy fought
The betrer fight, who single hast muntund
Agaunst revolted multitudes the Cause
Of Truth, 1n word nughticr then they n Armes,
And for the tesumonie of T ruth hast born
Unn cral reproach, far worse to beare
Then violence for this wasall thy c1re
To stand approv d i sight of God, thaugh Worlds
Judg d thee penverse the ersier conquest now
Remmuns thee, uded by this host of friends,
Bacl on thy foes more glorous to return
Then scornd thou didst depart, and to subduc
By force, wha reason for tur Law refuse,
Right reason for thir Faw, and for thir kang
Messiah, who by night of merie Reigns
Goc Michiel of Celestial Armues Prince,
And thou mn Miitary prowess next
Gabriel, lead forth to Battel these my Sons
Invincible, lead forth my 1rmed Sunts
By Thousands and by Millions rang d for fight,
Equal in number to that Godless crew
Rebellious, them with Fire and hostile Arms
Fearless assult, and to the brow of Hew n
Pursuing dris ¢ them out from God and bliss,
Into thir place of pumshment, the Gulf
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wade
His fiery Chaos to receanve thir fall
So spahe the Sovrn voree, and Clouds began
To darl en all che Hill, and smoak to row!
In dus! 1e wreathes, reluctant flunes, the signe
Of wrauth 1wak’t nor with less dread the loud
Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow
At which command the Pow ers Militant,
That stood for Heav’n, in mighty Quadrate joyn’d
Of Unton irresistible, mov’d on
In silence thir bright Legions, to the sound
Of instrumental Flarmonte that breath’d
Heroic Ardor to advent rous decds
Under thir God-like Leaders, m the Cause
Of God and hus Messiah On they move
Indissolubly firm, nor obvious Hill,
Nor strex’ning Vale, nor Wood, nor Stream divides
Thir perfet ranhs, for high above the ground
Thar march was, and the passive Air upbore
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To heav nly Soules had bin all one but now
Isee that most through sloth had rather serve
Mustring Spanses trained up in Feast and Song
Such hast thowarm d the Mwstrelste of Heav
Senvitiue with freedom to contend
As both thir deeds compar d this day shall prove
To whom n brief thus 4bdiel stern repls d
Apostat sull thou errst nor end wile fis
Of erning from the path of truth remote
Unjustly thou deprav st it with the name
Of Sesvstrede to serve whom God ordaas
Or Nawre God and Nature bid the samie
When he whao rulesis worthwest and excells
Them whom he governs Thusissenuide
Toserve th unwise or him who hath rebelld
Aganst us wosthier as thine now serve thee
Thy self not free but to thy self enthrii d
Y et fewdly dar st our mimstrmg upbrasd
Resgn thou m Hell thy Kingdom let meesene
In Heav n God ever blest and his Drvine
Behests obey worthiest to be obey d
Yet Chams m Hell not Realms expect mean while
From mee returnd as erst thou sadst from flight
This greetng on thy improus Crest recene
So saving a noble stroke he hfted high
Which hung not but so swifr wsth tempest fell
Ouathe proud Crest of Satra that na sight
Nor motion of swift thought less coutd hus Shucle
Such reun meercept ten pices huge
He back recotd the tenth on bended hoee
His massie Spear upstard as1f on Earth
Winds under ground or watess forcing way
Sudelorrg had push ta Mountain from his seat
Half sunk with all hus Pines Amazement seis d
The Rebel Thrones but greater rage tosee
Thus forl d ther mighuiest ours joy filid and shout
Presage of Victone and fierce desite
Of Bactel whereat Hichael id sound
Th Arch angel erumper through thesast of Heay n
1t sounded and the faithful Arrues rung
Hosanra to the Highest nor stood at gaze
The adverse Legons nor less hudeous joyn d
The hornd shock naw stormung funcrose
And clamour such as heard in Heay n till now
Wasnever Armson Armourclashing bray d
Hornble discord and the madding Wheeles
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Of brzen Chianots mg’d, dire was the nose

Of conflict aver head the dismal uss

Of ficry Dartsin flaning vohies flew,

And fly ng vudted either Host waith fire
Sounder ficrie Cope together rush d

Both Barttels mane, with nunous asstult

And mevungushable rge, 1l Hew n
Resounded, and had Larth in then all Earth
111d to her Center shook \What wonder when
Millions of ficree encountring Angels fought
On esther stde the Ierst of whom could weald
These T lements, and arm hum with the force
Of all thir Regrons how much more of Power
Armue agunst Armie numberless to rise
Dretdful combustion w arnng, nd disturb,
Though not destroy,, thir happie Natnveseae,
Had not th' Lterml King Omnipotent

From lus strong hold of Tleav'n Klgh over-rul d
And hymted thir mght, though numberd such
As cach divided Legron nught have seemed

A numerous Host, in strength each armed hand
A Legion, led 1 fight, vet 1 cader scemd

Each Warriour single as in Chief, expert

When to advance, or stand, or turn the swy
Of Battel, open when, and when to close

The ridges of gnm Warr, no thought of fhghe,
None o?rctrmr, no unbecoming decd
Thatargu’d fear, each on humself relr’d,

As onely 1n hits arm the moment lay

Of victornie, deeds of cternal fame

Were don, but infinite  for wide was spred
That Warr and v arious, somumes on firm ground
A standing fight, then soaning on man wing
Tormented all the Atr, all Air seemd then
Conflicung Tire long time n cev en scale

The Battel hung, till Sazan, who that day
Prodigious power had shewn, and met in Armes
No equal, raunging through the dire attach

Of fighung Seraphim confus’d, at length

Saw where the Sword of Aichael smote, and fell’d
Squadrons at once, with huge tw o-handed sway
Brandisht aloft the hornid edge came down
Wide wasung, such destruction to withstand
He hasted, and oppos d the rockie Orb

Of tenfold Adamant, his ample Shield

A vast circumference At his approach
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The great Arch Angel from his warlike toile
Surceas d and glad as hoping here to end
Intestine War s Heav n the arch foe subdu d
Or Caprive drag d in Chams wath hosule frown §o
And vigage all enflam d firse thus began
Author of el unknown till thy revolr
Unnans d m Heav n now plenteous as thou scest
These Acts of hateful stnfe hateful to all
Though heaviest by just measure on thy self
And thy adherents how hast thou disturb 4
Heas s blessed peace and snto Narure brought
Miserse uncreated ol the cnme
Of thy Rebetlion® how hast thow msul] 4
‘Thy malice 1nto thousands once upnght -0
And faichful now prov d false But thunk nothere
Ta trauble Holy Rest Heav n casts thee our
Trom all her Confines Heav 1 the seat of bhss
Broohs not the worhs of violence and Warr
Hence then and evil go wah thecalong
Thy ofsprng vothe place of evilt Hell
Thow 2nd thy wicked crew there mingle broles
Lre this avenging Sword begia thy doome
Or som more sudden vengeance wing d from God
Precipatate thee sith augmented pamne 80
So spake the Prince of Angels to whom thus
The Adversarte Nor think thou with wind
Of airae threats to aw whom y et with deeds
“Thou canst not Hast thou turnd the least of these
To flight orif to fall but thatthey nise
Unvanguusht easier to transact wach mee
That thou shouldst hope 1mpenovs & with threats
To chase me hence?® erre not that soshall end
The strife which thou call st evil but weesgyle
The stnfe of Glorie which we mean to win 290
Qr turn thus Heav n i self into the Helf
Thaou fablest here however ro dwell free
If notto reign mean whilethy utmost force
And jom hum nam d Algl teto chy ad
£ fie not but have sought thee furr and mgh
They ended parle and both addrest for fight
Unspeshable for who though with the tongue
Of :fngc}s can relate or to what things
Liken on Farth conspevous that may hify
Human imagmation to such highth 300
©Of Godithe Power for hikest Gods chey seemd
Stood they ormov d i starure motwn arms
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FNitro decrde the rmpm: of grexe Hen n

Now wa'd thur ficrte Swords, and m the \ire
Made horrid Circles, tw o broad Suns thir Shields
Blz d opposite, wlile evpectition stood

In horror, from cach hand with <Pccd retir d
WWhere erst was thichest fight, th’ Angelic throng,
And left lrge field, unsafe within the wind

Of such commotion, such 1s to sct forth 310
Great things by small 1f Natures concord broke,
Among the Constellations warr w ere sprung,
Trwo Plnets rushing from aspect mahgne B

Of ficrcest apposition it nud Shie,

Should combat, and thir jrrning Sphean confound
Tonacther both with next to Almughtic Arme,
Uplifted mminent one strohe they aumd

That mught determine, and not need repeate,
Asnot of pow er, at once, nor odds 1ppeerd

In nught or swift prevention, but the sword 3.0
Of Michacl from the Armonie of God

Was g1 ’n him temperd <o, that neither keen

Nor solid riught resist that edge 1t mer

The sword of Siatm wath steep force to smite
Descending, and n half cut sheere, nor stnd,

But with swift wheele res erse, deep entring shar d
All lus night side, then Sazan first hnew pam,

And writh’d lum to and fro convelv'd, so sore
The gnding sw ord with discontinuous w ound
Pass’d through hum, but th’ Ethereal substince clos'd 33
Not long divisible, 1nd from the gnsh

A streim of Nectarous humor issuing flow d
Sanguin, such as Celestal Spiries may bleed,

And 1l hus Armour stund ere while so bright
Torthwith on all sides to his aide was run

By Angels many and strong, who mterpos’d
Defence, while others bore him on thir Shields
Bacl to his Chartot, where 1t stood retir d

I'rom off the files of warr there they lum lad
Gnashing for anguish and despite and shame 340
To find himself not matchless, and his pude
Humbl’d by such rebule, so farr beneath

His confidence to equal God m power

Yet soon he heal’d, for Spirits that Inve throughout
Vital in every part, not as frail man

In Cntrailes, Heart or Head, Liver or Reines,
Cannot but by nnthilaung dee,

Nor 1n thir iquid testure mortal wound
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Recerve no more then can the flurd Arre
AllHeart they v e all Head all Eye all Eare 350
All Intellect all Sense and as they please
They Limb themselves and colour shape or size
Assume as hkes them best condense or rare

Mean while in other parts ke deeds deservd
Memoral where the rmght of Gabrrel fought,
And with fierce Ensignes prerc d the deep array
Of Moloc furious hang who him defi d
And at hts Chariot wheeles to drag him bound
Threatn d nor from the Holie One of Heav n
Refrein d his tongue blasphemous but anon 260
Down clov n to the waste with shatterd Armes
And uncouth znmc fled bellowing On each wing
Uriel and Raphael us 1 aunting foe
Though huge and 1 a Rock of Diamond Armd
Vanquish d Adramelec and Asmadas
‘Two potent Thrones that to be less then Gods
Disdain d but meaner thoughts learnd 1n thir flrght
Mangl d vath gastly wounds through Plate and Maile
Nor stood unmindful 4bdsel o annoy
The Athesst crew but with redoubl d blow 370
Arrel and Arioc and the violence
Of Rannel scorcht and blasted oy erthrew
1 mught relate of thousands 2nd thir names
Eterntze here on Earth but those elect
Angels contented with thir fame mn Heav n
Seek not the prase of men the other sort
In might though wondrous and  Acts of Warr
Nor of Renown less eager yet by doome
Canceld from Heav n and sacred memorie
Nameless m dark oblivion Jet them dwell 280
For strength from Truth divided and from Just
Tllaudable naught ments but dlsPrmsc
And ignominie yet to glorie aspires
Vamn glorous and through mfamie seeks fame
Therfore Eternal silence be thir doome

And now thir mightiest quelld the battel swerv d
With many annrode gor deformed rout
Enter d and foul disorder all the ground
1With shnverd armour strow 1 and on 2 heap
Chanot and Charioter lay otertarnd 390
And fiene foanung Steeds what stood recoyld
Orewcarted through the famt Sacanic Host
Defensn e scarce or with pale fear surpris d
‘Then first with fear surpris d and sense of pame
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Fled ignonuntous, to such evdd broughe

By sinne of disobedience till that hour

Not hable to ferr or light or punc

I'1r otherwise th' inviolble Sunts

In Cubne Phalany firm advanc tenuire,

Invulnerble impenitrbly arm'd 400

Such high advantages thir mnocence

Gve them above thir foes, not to have sinnd,

Not to hn e disober'd, in fight they stood

Unw eried, unobnovious to be pain d

By wound, though from thir plice by violence mov’d
Now Night her course began, 1nd over Henv n

Inducing darkness, griteful truce nnPos d,

And silencee on the odious dinn of Warr

Under her Cloudie con ert both reuir d,

\actor and Vanquisht on the foughten ficld 410

Aichael and hus Angels prevalent

Incymping, plac d 1n Guard thir Watches round,

Cherubic waving fires on th' other part

Satan with his rebellious dls'\ppccrd.

Taran the dark dislodg d, and voud of rest,

Ihis Potentates to Councel call'd by might,

And in the nudst thus undisma'd began
O now 1 dnger trr'd, now known in Armes

Not to be ovcrpow erd, Compantons deare,

Found worthy not of Libertic alone, 420

Too mean pretense, but what w e more affect,

Honour, Donunton, Glorie, and renow nie,

Who hay e sustaind one day in doubtful fight,

(And if onc dny, why not Lrernal dayes®)

What Heavens Lord had pow erfullest to send

Agunst us from about lus Throne, and judg’d

Sufficient to subdue us to lus will,

But proves notso then fallible, 1t seems,

Of future we may deem him, though ull now

Omniscient thought True 1s, less firmly arm’d, 430

Some disadvantage we endur’d and paine,

Till now not known, but known as soon contemnd,

Since now we find this our Empyreal forme

Incapable of mortal injune

Imperishable, and though petrc’d with wound,

Soon closing, and by native vigour heal'd

Of evil then so small s easte think

The remecdie, perhaps more valid Armes,

‘Weapons more violent, when next we meet,

May serve to better us, and worse our foes, 440
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Or equal what between us made the odds
In Nature none if other hidden cause
Lefe them Superiour while we can preserve
Unlsure our mundes and understanding sound
Due search and consultatian wiif disclose
Hesat andim th assembly nevt upstood
Nusroe of Principalines the prime
As one hestood escap t from cruel fight
Sore told hssriv n Armes to havoe hewn
And cloudie i aspeet thus answ enng spake 450
Deliverer from new Lords leader 1o free
En;oément of our night as Gods yet hard
For Gods and oo unequal worh we find
Agasnst unequal armes to fight i paine
Agarnst unpamd mpassive from which evtd
Run must needs ensue for what asales
Valour or strength though matchless quelld waith pam
Which all subdues and makes remyss the hands
Of Mighuest Sense of pleasure wemay well
Spare out of life pcrhaﬁs and not repine 460
But hve content which is the calmest Iife
But pain 35 perfer musente the worst
Of evals and excessive oy erturnes
All pauence He who therefore cansnvent
With what mare forcible sse may offend
Qur y et unwounded Enemes or arme
Our selves with hike defence to mee deserses
No less then for deliserance what weowe
Whereto with look compos d Sasan reph d
Notunmn ented that which thou anght g0
Belen st 50 maun to our suecess 1 bnng
Which of us who beholds the bnght surface
Of thas Lthercous mould whereon we stand
This contnent of spacious Heav n adomd
Wieh Plant Frure Flour Ambrosial Gemms & Gold
Whose Ey ¢ 50 superficially suneyes
These things as not to nuad from whence they grow
Dieep under ground matentals dark and crude
Of spinitousand fierse spume nll roucht
With Heav ns ray and temperd they shoot forth 480
So beauteous op'ning to the ambient hght
These 1n thir dark Nanisstse the Deep
Shall y edd us pregnant with infernal flame
Which ito hollew Engns long and round
Thick rammd at th other bare with touch of fire
Dilated and infursace shall send forth
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From far with thundring noise 1mong our foes

Such smplements of nuschief as shall dash

To picees, and orew helm whates or stands

Adverse, that they shall fear we has ¢ disarmd

The Thunderer of his only dreaded bole

Norlong shall be our labour, 3 et ere dawne

Effect shall end our wish Mean while revive,

Abandon fear, to strength and counsel joind

Think nothing hard, much less to be despurd

He ended, and his words thar drooping chere

Enlightn d, and thir languishe hope revn d

Th’ inventton all admir d, and each, how hee

To be th’ iny enter nuss d, so caste it scemd

Oncc found, which y et unfound most would hne
thought

Impossible y et haply of thy Race

In future day cs, sf Mahce should abound,

Somec one mtent on msclnef, or inspir d

With des hsh machination nught ({’cw 15¢

Like instrument to plague the Sons of men

Tor sin, on warr ami’munnl slaughter bent

Forthwith from Councel to the work they flew,

None arguing stood, innumerable hands

Were ready, 1n a moment up they turnd

Wide the Celestinl soile, and saw beneath

Th’ ongmals of Nature in thir crude

Concepuon, Sulphurous and Nitrous Toame

They tpound, they mingl’d, and with suttle Are,

Concocted and adusted they reduc'd

To blacl est gram, and into store convey d

Part hvdd'n veins diggd up (nor hath this Carth

Lntrails unlike) of Mineral and Stone,

‘Whercof to found thir Cngins and thir Balls

Of mussiv e run, part incentive reed

Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire

So all ere day-spring, under conscious Night

Secret they finish'd, and 1n order set,

With silent circumspectton unespr d

Now when fur Morn Ortent in Heav'n appeerd

Up rose the Victor Angels, and to Arms

The matin Trumpet Sung i Arms they stood

Of Golden Panoplie, refulgent Host,

Soon banded, others from the dawning Hills
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Loolkd round, and Scouts each Coast hght-armed scoure,

Each quarter, to descrie the distant foe,
‘Where lodg’d, or w hither fled, orif for fight,
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In motion or i alt hum soon they met

Under spred Ensignes moving mgh m slow

Bur firm Battalion back with speediest Sul

Zophel of Cherubim the swiftesc wing

Came flying and m mud Asre aloud thus e d
Arme Warniours Arme for fight the foe at hand

Whom fled we thought will save us long pursust

Thisday fear not tus flight so thick 2 Clond

He comes and sett] d ta s face Isee

Sad resolution and secure fet each

His Adamnune coat gird well and each

Fit well his Helme gripe fast bis orbed Shield

Born eevnor fugh for this day wall pour down

If 1 conjecture aught no drizhing showr

But ratling storm of Arrows barbd with fire

So warnd he them aware themselves and soon

In order qut of all impediment

Instant wathout disturh they took Allarm

And onvard move Dmbarselld when behold

Not distant far wath heatse pace the Foe

Approaching gross and huge m hollow Cube

Tramung s devilish Lnginne smpal d

On every side with shaddow ing Squadrons Deep

To hude the fraud Acinterview both stood

A white but suddenly at head appeerd

Satan And chus was heard Commanding loud
Vangard to Right and Left the Front unfould

That all may see who hate us how weseeh

Peace and camposure and with open brest

Stand readie to recesve them f they like

Our overrure and twm not back perserse

But thac I doubt however witness Heaven

Heay n wimessthouanon while w e discharge

Freely our part yee whoappomnted stand

Doas yon have n charge and briefly touch

What we propound and loud that all may hear
So scaffing m ambiguouns words he scarce

Had ended when to Right and Left the Front

Divided and o ether I ank reur d

Which to our ey es discos erd new and strange

A tple mounted row of Pillars lad

On ‘{,’heds (for ke to Pillars most they scemd

Or hollow & boddies made of Qak or Purr

With branches lapt tn Wood or Movntamn fell d)

Brass Iron Stame mould had not thir mouthes

With hideous onfice gap £ on us side
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Portending hollow truce, 1t each behind
A Serph staod, and in his hand 1 Recd
Stood waving tipt wath fire, while we suspense, s8o
Collected stood within our thoughts amus d,
Dot long, for sudden all at once thir Reeds
Put forth, 1nd to 1 narrow vent appl'd
WWith nreest touch Immediate in 1 flame,
But soon obscurd with smoal ,all Hew n appecrd,
I'rom those decp-throated Cngins belcht, whose roar
Lmboweld with outragious norse the Aur,
And all her entruls tore, diszorging foule
Thir devilhish glue, chaind Thunderbolts tnd Hul
Of Iron Globes, which on the Vicror Host 590
Level'd, with such imperuous furic smote,
That whom they lur, none on thur feet nught stand
Though standing clse 1s Rocl's but down they fell
By thousands, Angel on Arch-Angel rowld,
he sooner for thir Arms, unarm’d they nught
e casily s Spinits evaded swift
By quich contraction or remove, but now
Toule dissipation follow d and forc’t rout,
Norser d 1t to relay thir sernied files
What should they do 1f on they rusht, repulse 6oo
Repeated, and indecent overthrow
Doubl'd, would render them y et more despis’d,
And to thir focs 1 lnugheer, for in view
Stood rankt of Seraphim 1nother row
In posture to displode thir second ure
Of Thunder back defeated to return
They worse abhorr d Satan beheld thir phght,
And to his Mates thus in derision call’d
O Friends, why come not on these Victors proud®
Lre while they fierce were coming, ind when wee, 610
To entertan them fair with open ront
And Brest, (what could wemore?) propounded terms
Of composition, strait they chang d thir minds,
T'lew off, and 1nto strange vagarics fell,
As they would dance, yet for a dance they seemd
Somw Knt extravagant and wilde, perhaps
Tor joy of offerd peace but Isuppose
If our proposals once again were heard
We should compel them to a quich result
To whom thus Belial in like gamesom mood 620
Leader, the terms we sent were terms of weight,
Of hard contents, and full of force urg’d home,
Such as we nmught percerve amus’d them all,
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And stumbl d many who recerves them nghe

Had nced from head ro foor well understand

Notunderstoad this gift they have besides

They shew us when our foes wall nor upnghr.
So they among themsehes in pleasant veine

Staod scoffing mghthn din thr thoughts bey ond

All doubr of Victorie eternal mght

“To match wath thir inventions they presumd

So easie_and of us Thunder made a scorn

And all us Host dended while they stood

A while mn trouble but they stood niotlong

Rage prompted themat length & found them arms

Aganst such hellish smschuef fit ta oppose

Forthwith (behold the excellence the power

Wiuch God hath i hus mughty Angels plac d)

Thir Arms away they threw and to the Fhils

(For Larth hath this vaniety from Heavn

Of pleasure situste in Filt and Dale)

Light ss the Lightning glunps they ran they flew

Trom thur foundations loasnng to and fro

They plucht the seated Fhals with all thar Joad

Rachs Waters Woods and by the shaggre tops

Up lifung bere them in thr hands  Amaze

Be sure and terrour ses d the rebel Host

When comng towards them sa dread they saw

‘The bottom of the Mountams upward tura d

Tail on those cursed Engins tniple row

They saw them w hclmé’r and aﬁ thir confidence

Under the w eight of Mountains buned deep

Themsels s mnvaded next and on thir heads

Masn Promantories flung winch in the Aur

Came shadowing and opprest whole Legions arm d

Thir armor help d therr fiarm crush tinand brus d

Inte thir substance pent which wrought them pan

Implacable and many a dolorous groan

Long strughing underncath ere they could wind

Out of such prison thaugh Spinits of purest fight

Pusest at first now gross by sinming grown

The rest i amitavson to hke Armes

Betaok them and the nesghbouring Hells uptore

So Hills amud the Air encountered Hills

Hurl 4 to and fro s 1th peulation dire

“That under ground they fought 1n dismal shade

fnfernal notse Warr seem da cnaf Game

To this uproar hornd confusion heapt

Upon confusion rose and now all Heav o
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Had gone to wrack, with run o erspred,

Had not th* Almightic Father where he sits

Shrin d in lus Sanctuanc of Hen n secure,

Consulting on the sum of thengs, foreseen

This tumult, and permuteed all, 1dvis d

That hss great purpose he nught so fulfill,

To honour tus Anomted Son 1 eng'd

U{mn his enemies, 1nd to declre

All power on hum trnsferr d whence to hus Son

Th’ Assessor of lis Throne he thus began
Lffulgence of my Glorie, Son beloy d,

Son mn whose face v iaible 1s beheld

Visibly, what by Deitie Tam

And 1n whose hand what by Deeree I doe,

Second Ommnipotence, two d1y s re pst,

Two dayes, as we compute the day es of Hean'n,

Since Michael and his Pow ers went forth to tame

These disobedrent, sore hath been thir fight,

As likeliest was, when two such Foes met arm d,

For to themsels es 1 left them, and thou hnowst,

Lqual in their Creation they were form d,

Save what s hath unpard, which y et hath w roughe

Insensibly, for I suspend thir doom,

Whence in erpetual fight they needs must lnst
Indless, and no solutton will be found

Warr wearted hath perform’d what Warr can do,
And to disorder’d rage let loose the reines,

680
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With Mountains as with Weapons arm’d, which mal es

Wild worl 1n Heav n, and dangerous to the mamne
Two dayes are therefare past, the third 1s thine,
Yorthee I have ordain'd it, and thus farr
Havesufferd, that the Glone may be thine

Of ending this great Warr, since none but Thou
Can end it Into thee such Vertue and Grace
Immense I have transfus d, thatall may 1 now

In Heav’n and Hell thy Power above compare,
And this pery erse Commotion goyernd thus,

To manifest thee worthiest to be Herr

Of all things, to be Heir and to be King

By Sacred Unction, thy deserved night

Go then thou Mightiest in thy Fathers might,
Ascend my Chariot, gmde the rapid Wheeles
“That shake Heav ns basis, bring forth all my Warr
My Bow and Thunder, my Almightic Arms

Gird on, and Sword upon thy puissant Thigh,
Pursue these sons of Darkness, drive them out
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From all Heav ns bounds into the utter Deep
There let them learn as ikes them to despise
God and Messah his anownted hang
Hesud and on s Son with Rayes direct
Shon full he all fus Father full exprest 720
Ineffably mnto s face recen d
And thus the fihal Godhead answ enng spal e
O Father O Supream of heay nly Thrones
First nghcst Holtest Best thou alwayes sechst
To glonfic thy Son Ialwayes thee
Asismost just this Imy G?on: agcount
Aly evaltation and my whole delight
That thou 1 me weli pleas d declarst thy will
Fulfill d whichto !'\:IEX 15 all my bliss
Scepter and Power thy giving Tassume 730
And gladhier shall resign v hen 1 the end
Thou shalt be Allm All and I thee
For eser and i mee all whom thou lov st
But whom thou hat st 1hate and can puton
Thy tersors as{ put thy muldness on
Image of thee mall things and shall soon
Armd with thy mght nid heav n of these rebell 4
To thir prepar d it Manston drven down
To chains of Darkness and th undying Worm
That from thy just obedience could revolt 740
Whom to abey 1s happiness entire
Then shall thy Saints unmixt and fromth 1mpure
Farr separate circhng thy holy Mount
Unfaned Hallehiabs to thee sing
Hymns of ngh praise and Tamong them chief
So smd he o re hiss Sceprer bowmg rose
From the nght hand of Glorte v Bere he sate
And the thied sacred Mozn began to shine
Dawning through Heavn forth rush d wuth whirl wind
squn
“The Chanot of Parernal Deitse 750
Flashung thick flames Wheele withun Wheete undrawn
It self msunet with Spuee but comoy d
By four Cherubrc shapes four Faces each
Had wondrous as with Stares thar bedes all
And Wings were set wath Ey es with 'y es the Wheels
Of Beril and carcering Fires between
Oxer thir heads a chry stal Fasmament
Whereon a Saphis Throne sntud with pure
Amber ana cotours of the shaw rie Arcl
Hee in Celestial Panophe 2l armd 760
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Of rdint Urnnr worl disinely w rought,
Ascended, 2t Ius nght hand Victorie
Sate Cagle-wing'd, bestde hum hung lus Bow
And Qunver with three-bolted Thunder stor'd,
And from about lum ficrce Effusion rowId
Of smoak 1nd bickenng flame, and spachles dire,
Attended with ten thousind thousand Sunts,
He onward came, farr off luis conung shon,
And twentic thousind (I thir number heard)
Ch1nots of God, half on each hand were scen
Hee on the wings of Cherub rode subhime
On the Cry stalhin Shie, in Saphur Thron'd
Nlustrious farr and wide, bue by isown
Tirst seen, them unespected joy surpriz d,
When the great Lnsign of Messiah blaz d
Aloft by Angels born, s Sign in Hew n
Under whose Conduct Alrehacl soon reduc d
s Arnue, eircumfus d on aither Wing,
Under thir Fead smbodiced 21l in one
Before him Powcer Divine his way prepard,
At hus command the uprooted Hills renr’d
Lachtolus place, they heard usvoice and went
Obscquious, Heay'n lus wonted face renew ed,
And with fresh lourcets Hill and Valley smul d
This saw his hapless Tocs, but stood obdur d,
And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers
Insensate, hope concewving from despur
In heav'nly Spinits could such pert crseness dw ell?
But to convince the proud what Signs naile,
Or Wonders mov e th’ obdurate to relent?
They hard’nd morc by what might most reclame,
Grieving to see hus Glore, at the sight
Toolk envie, and aspiring to his highth,
Stoad reimbattell’d fierce, by force or fraud
Weening to prosper, and at length prevaile
Against God and Messiah, or to fall
In unmnersal ruin last, and now
To final Battel drew, disdaming flight,
Or faint retreat, when the great Son of God
To all his Host on erther hand thus spake

Stand still 1n bright array ye Sunts, here stand
Ye Angels arm’d, this day from Battel rest,
Farthful hath been your Warfare, and of God
Accepted, fearless in his nighteous Cause,
And as ye have receivd, so have ye don
Invincibly but of this cursed crew
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The pumshment ro other hand belongs
Vengeancessiis or whose he sole appoints
Number to this day es work 1snot ordam d
Naor multitude stand onely and behold 810
Gods mdignation on these Godless pourd
B) mee not ) ou bur mee they have despis d
Yetenvied aganst meesall thir rage
Becanse the Father tyhomn Heay nsupresm
Kingdom and Pow er and Glone appertatns
Hath honourd me according to hiswill
Therefore to mee thir dooss he hath assignd
That they may have thir wish to trie with mee
In Battel which the stronger protes they all
Or I alone against them since by steength 820
They measureall of other excellence
Not'emulous nor care who them exeells
Nor other serife with themn do Iy outsafe
So spake the Son and inra terrour chang d
His count nance too severe to be beheld
And full of wrauth bent on hus Enermies
At onice the Four spred out thir Sarne wings
With dreadful shade connguous and the Orbes
Of hs fierce Chanor rowld as wih the sound
Of torrent Floods or of a numeraus Host &350
Hee on huis smprous Foss night onward drove
Gloomie as Night under hus burning Whedles
The stedfast Cmpyrean shook throughour
All but the Fhrone 1t self of God Full soon
Among them he arniv d i tus night hand
Grasptng ten thousand Thunders which he sent
Before him such as m thir Senles infix d
Plagues they astomsh all resistance Jost
Alt courage” down thir sdle s eapons deop d
O re Shields and Helmes and helmed heads herode 850
Of Thrones and mighty Serapfum prostrate
That wsh d the Mountains now might be again
Thrown on them as a shelter from his ire
Nor less on etther side rerpestuous fell
His arrows, from the fourfold y1ag d Foure
Duisunct with eyes and from the licing Wheels
Drsunct alike with multitude of ey es
One Spintsn them rul d and every eye
Glar d ightning and shot forth pernicious fire
Among th accurst that witherd all thar strength 850
And of thir wonted vigour left them draind
Ixhausted sprtless, afflicted fall o
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Yect half his strength he put not forth, but check’d
His Thunder 1n mud Volie, for he meant
Not to destrov, but root them out of Hen n
The overthrown he rus'd, and 1s 1 Heard
Of Goats or imerous flock together throngd
Drove them before lim Thunder-struck, pursu'd
WVith terrors and with furies to the bounds
And Chry stall wall of Hew'n, which op ning wide, 860
Rowld inward, 1nd 1 spacious Gap disclos d
Inta the wastful Deep, the monstrous sight
Strook them with horror backward, but far worse
Urg'd them behind, headlong themselss they threw
Down from the verge of Heav’n, Leernal wrauth
Burnt after them to the bottomless pit
Hell heard th’ unsufferable notse, Hell saw
Heav'n numing from Heay n, and would hn e fled
Affnghted, but strict Fate had east too deep
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound 870
Nine day es they fell, confounded Chaos roard,
And felt tenfold confusion 1n thir fall
Through his wilde Anarchie, so huge a rout
Incumberd him with riin Hell ar last
Yawning receavd them whole, and on them clos'd,
Hell thir fit habstanon fraughe with fire
Unquenchable, the house of woc and paine
Disburd’nd Heav’n rejoic d, and soon repaird
Her mural breach, returning whence it row1d
Sole Victor from th’ expulsion of his Foes 880
Messiah his triumphal Charrot turnd
To mect hum all hus Saints, who stlent stood
Ly ¢ witnesses of hus Almightie Acts,
‘With Jubihie advanc’d, and as they went,
Shaded wth branching Palme, cach order bright,
Sung Triumph, and hum sung Victonious King,
Son, Heire, and Lord, to him Dominion giv'n,
Worthiest to Resgn he celebrated rode
Trumphant through mid Heav’n, into the Courts
And Temple of lus mightic Father Thron’d 890
On high, who 1nto Glorie him receav’d,
‘Where now he sits at the nght hand of bliss
Thus measuring things m Heav'n by things on Larth |
At thy request, and that thou maist beware
By what 1s past, to thee 1 have reveal’d
‘What might have else to human Race bin hid
The discord which befel, and Warr in Heav’n
Among th’ Angelic Powers, and the deep fall
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Of those o0 tugh aspiring who rebelld

With Satan hee who envies NOW thy state 900
Whonow 1S plotung how hemay seduce

Thee als0 from obedience ¢that with um

Bereavd of happess thou mast pare e
His puns ment Trernal msene

Which v outd be all s solace and 1€ enge
As 2 despite don agunst the most Fg
Thee once 10 gane Companion of hiswoe
But list n 00t o tus Temptations warne
Thy » caler letit Froﬁ: thee to have heard
By yernble EXaMP vy ar

Of disobediencs firm the mught have stood
yet fell remember and fear t0 ransgress

g1o



BOOK VII

THL ARGUMENT

Raphael at tle request of Adam rels es boo and «of erefore this orld was first
created tlar God, after tl ¢ expelling of Satan ani Lis Angds ont of Her on de-
clar d Lis pleasure 1o crea ¢ anotl er W orld ard ot er Creatures to duwcll 1 eresm,
sends Lis Son b Glory ar d & tendance of Ancels to perfornitl ¢ worl of Creation
mauxdaves tle Ingels celelrate «oul Hynmrs tl e porfornance tl creof, ant bis re-
ascention into Hex en

LSCEND from Heav n Urama, by that name
H nghtly thou art call'd, whose Voice divine
Tollou g, above th® Ol mprrn Hill 1 soare,
Aboc the flight of Pegasean wing
The merning, not the Name Teall for thou
Nor of the Muses nine nor on the top
Of old Oly mpus dw ell st, but Hennhe borne,
Before the Hills appeerd, or Fountain flow d,
Thou with Eternal wisdom didst converse
Wisdom thy Sister, and with her didst play 10
In presence of th’ Alnughue Father, pleas d
With thy Celestial Song Up led by thee
Into the Heav n of Heav’ns T have presum'd,
An Carthlie Guest, and drawn Empy real Aire,
Thy tempring, with like safeac guided down
Return me to my Natn e Clement
Least from this fly ing Steed unrein’d, (2s once
Bellerophon, though fromalow er Clime)
Dismounted, on th Alewn Field I fall
Lrroneous, there to wander and forlorne 20
Half 1 et remames unsung, but n1rrov er bound
Within the visible Diurnal Spheare,
Standing on Larth, not rapt aboye the Pole,
More safe I Sing with mortal voice, unchang’d
To hoarce or mute, though fall'n on evil dayes,
On evil day es though fall n, and evil tongues,
In darkness, and with dangers compast round,
And solitude, y et not alone, whule thou
Vistt st my slumbers Nightly, or when Morn
Purples the Last sull govern thou my Song, 30
Urmmna, and fit audience find, though few
But dr1v e farr off the barbarous dissonance
Of Bacchus and hus Rev ellers, the Race
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Of that wilde Rout that tore the Thracian Bard
In Rhodope where Woods and Rocl s had Eares
To rapture il the savage clamor dround
Both Harp and Voice nor could the Muse defend
Her Son So fail not thou who thee smplores
For thou art Heav nlie shee an empty dreame
Say Goddess what ensu d when Raphael
The affable Arch anFcl had forenarnd
Adam by dire example to beware
Apostasie by what befell in Heaven
To those Apostates least the like befall
1In Paradise to Adan: or hus Race
Charg d not to touch the interdicted Tree
If they trangress and shght that sole comniand
So easily obey d amud the choice
Of all tasts clsc to please thir appetite
Though wandring He wath his consorted Eve
The storie heard attentive and was fill d
With adnuration and deep Muse to heare
Of things so hn;rvh and strange things to thir thought
So unimagable as hate sn Heav n
And Warr so neer the Peace of God i bliss
With such confusion but the evil soon
Dnv n back redounded as a flood on those
From whom it sprung mmpossible to mux
With Blessedness Whence Adam soon repeal d
The doubts that 1n his heart arose and now
Led on yetsinless with desire to hnow
‘What neerer right concern him how this World
Of Heav n and Larth conspteuous first began
When and whereof created for what cause
What within Eden or without was done
Before hus memonie as one whose drouth
Yetscarce allay d sl ey es the current streame
Whose liqud murmur heard new thirst excites
Proceeded thus to ash huis Heav nly Guest
Great things and full of wonder 1n our eares
Farr diffening from this World thou hast reveal d
Divane Interpreter by favour sent
Down from the Lmp) rean to forewame
Us umely of what might else have bin our loss,
Unknown which human knaw fedg could not reach
Tor which to the mfinitly Goodweowe
Immortal thanks and his admomishment
Receay e with salemne purpose to obscrve
Immutably hissosran will the end
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Of what w ¢ are. Bue since thou hast s autsaf ¢ So
Gently for our mstruction to impart
Things tbove Larthhy thought, which y et concernd
Our knowing, 1s to lughest wisdom seemd,
Deign to descend now lower, and relate
What m1y no less perhaps avule ushnown,
How first began this Hew nwhich we biehold
Distant so hugh, with moy ing Iires 1dornd
Innumerable, and this wluch y celds or fills
All space, the ambient Aire wide interfus d
Imbricing round this florid Carth, what c1use 90
Mov'd the Creatorin his holy Rest
Through all Ctermitie so Jate to build
In Chaos, and the work begun, how soon
Absol ’d, 1f unfortid thou maist unfould
What w cc, not to explore the scerets 1she
Of his Crernal Emprre, but the more
To magmific lus works, the morc we hnow
And the great Light of Day y et wants to run
Much of his Race though steep, suspens in Heav'n
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he heares, 200
And longer will delay to heare thee tell
His Generaton, and the rising Birth
Of Nature from the unapparent Deep
Or if the Starr of Cevning and the Moon
Haste to thy audience, Night with her will bring
Silence, and Sleep Listmng to thee w il watch,
Or w ¢ can bid his absence, ull thy Song
End, and dismiss thee ere the Morming shine
Thus Adan hus allustrious Guest besought
And thus the Godlike Angel answ erd milde 110
This also thy request with caution 1sht
Obtaine though ro recount Almightie works
What words or tongue of Seraph can suffice,
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend
Yet what thou canst attamn, which best iy serve
To glorifie the Mak.er, and inferr
Thee also happier, shall not be withheld
Thy heanng, such Commussion from above
1 have receav d, to answ er thy desire
Of knowledge withm bounds, beyond abstan 120
To ash, nor let thine own v cntions hope
Things not reveal’d which th’ invisible King,
Onely Omniscient hath supprest 1n Night,
To none communicable m EFarth or Heaven
Anough 1s left besides to search and hnow
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But lnowledge 15 as food and needs no less
Her Temperance over Appente 10 know
Tnmeasure what the mmcl) may well contam
Oppresses else with Surfet and soon turns
Wisdom to Folly 35 Neurshment to Winde 150
Inow then that after Larerfer from Hea n
{So call hum brighter once anudst the Fost
Of Angels then that Stare the Starrs among)
Fell ws ith hes Aaxning Legions through the Deep
Into his place and the great Son returnd
Victorious with his Ssints th Omnipotent
Eternal Father from hus Throne beheld
Ther mulutude and to his Son thus spahe
At least our envious Foe hath fad d who thought

All Ishe himself rebethous by whose ad 140
Tlus inaceessible hugh strength the seat
Of Dcll'le suptenm us dXSPOSSCS(
He trusted to have seis d and into fraud

Drew many whom thur place knows here no more

Yet farr che greater part bave hepe Isee
Ther station Heay 5y et populovs retaines

Number sufficient to possess her Realmes

Though wide and thus ngh Temple to frequent

With Mimsterses due and solemn Rites
But least fus heart evale hum i the harme 150
Already done o have dispeopl d Heavn

My damage fond? deem d 1can repasre
Thae detniment if such e be ta lose

Self fost and ma moment wilf create

Another World ourof onemana Race

Of men ionumerable there to duell

Mot here uil by degrees of mente rars o

They open to themsely s at Jength the way

Up tuther under long obedience tri d
And Larth be chang d to Heatn & Heav nto Lanth 1o
One hingdom  Joy and Unson withour end

Aean while inhabet laxe vePowersof Heav o

Anct chou my Word begotten Son by thee

This1 perform speak thou and be e don

Ay ovesshadowing Spirit and nught with thee

i send afong nde lé'm?\ and ind the Deep

W sthun appointed bounds be Heav n and Larth
Boundless the Deep because Tam who filt

Infiatude nor vacuous tite space

Though I uncireumsenb & my self renre 170
And put not forth my goodness which s free
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To act or not, Necessitre and Chanee

Approach not mee, and what Fwill s Pare
Sospike th’ Vinughue andtowhithespile

HisWord, the I il Godhead, guceffect

Immednte are the \cts of God, more swift

Then ume or motion, but to human ears

Cannot without process of speech be told,

So told as earthly notion c1n receave

Grear tnumph nd rejoy aing wastn Heas 180

When such was heard declar d the Alughrie s will,

Glornie they sung to the most High, good will

To future men, and 10 thur dw ellings peace

Glone to ham whose just v enging 1re

Hrd dmven outth ungoedhy from his sighe

And th’ habitanions of the just, to hum

Glonic and prasse, whose vwisdom had ordun d

Good out of cvil to create, in stead

Of Sparits maligne a better Race to brng

Into thir vacant room, 1nd thence diffuse 190

His good to Worlds and Ages mfimte

So sang the Hierarchies Afean while the Son

On lus great Lapedition now 1ppeer’d,

Girt with Omnipotence, with Radiance cronwn'd

Of Majestie Dicine, Sapience and Love

Immense, and all lus Father in hum shon

About his Chaniot numberless were pour’d

Cherub and Scraph, Potentates and Thrones,

And Vertues, winged Spirits, and Chariors wing'd,

From the Armoury of God, where stand of old 200

Afy nads betw cen two brazen Mountams lodg'd

Aganst a solemn day, harnest at hand,

Celestial Lquipage, and now came forth

Spontancous, for within them Spint I d,

Attendant on thur Lord Heav'nop’nd wide

Her ever during Gates, Harmonious sound

On golden Hinges moving, to let forth

The King of Glorie in lus pow erful Word

And Spint comung to create new Worlds

On heav’nly ground thev stood, and from the shore 220

They view d the vast immeasurable Abyss

Outrageous as a Sea, dark, wasteful, wilde,

Up from the bottom turn’d by furious windes

And surging waves, as Mountamns to assault

Heav ns ugth, and with the Center mi the Pole
Silence, y e troubl’d was es, and thou Deep, peace,

Said then th’ Ommific Word, y our discord end
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Nor stad but on the Wings of Cherubun
Uplifted mn Paternal Glone rode
Tarr 1nto Chaos and the World unborn 20
For Chaos heard his voice hum all his Traine
Follow d 1n bright procession to behold
Creanon and the wonders of hs might.
Then staid the ferv:d Wheeles and in lus hand
He took the golden Compasses prepar d
In Gods Eternal store to circumscribe
This Untverse and all created things
One foot he center d and the other turn d
Round through the vast profunditic obscure
Andsad thus farr extend thus farr thy bounds 230
Thus be thy just Circumference O World
Thus God the Heav n created thus the Earth
Matter unform d and void Darkness profound
Cover d th Abyss but on the watrie calme
Hs brooding wings the Spirit of God outspred
And vital vertue infus d and vital warmth
Throughout the fld Mass but downward purg d
Theblacl tartareous cold infernal dregs
Adverse to life then founded then conglob d
Like things to like the rest to ses eral place -40
Disparted and betw een spun out the Air
And Larth self ballanc t on her Center hung
Let ther be Light said God and forthwith Lighe
Lthereal first of things quintessence pure
Sprung from the Deep and from her Nauy ¢ East
0 journte thmugh the aine gloom began
Sphear d 1n 2 radtant Cloud for yer the Sun
Wasnot sheen a cloudie Tabernacle
Sojourn d the while God saw the Light was good
And lighe from darkness by the Henusphere 250
Dnvided Laght the Day and Darhness Nighe
He nam d Thus was the first Day Eev nand Mom
Nor past uncelebrated nor unsung
By the Celestial Quires when Orient Light
Exhaling first from Darkness they beheld
Birth d:? of Heas nand Earth with joy and shout
The hollow Unnersal Orb they fill d
And rouch t thir Golden Harps & hy mning prais d
God and huis works Creatour fum they sung
Both when first Cevrune was and when first Morn 260
Agamn God sard let ther be Firmament
Anud the Waters and letit dnade
The Waters from the Waters and God made
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The Tirmament, expmsc of liqud, pure,
Tmm;nrcnt. Llementat Aur, diffus d

In circunt to the uitermost com ey

Of this grear Round paration firm and sure,

The Waters underneath from those above
Duiding for as Larth, so hee the World

Built on arcumfluous Waters calme m wide 270
Cny stathin Ocean, and the loud misrule

Of Chaos farr remor 'd, feast fierce ertrermes
Conuguous nught dhstemper the whole frime

And Hew nhenmmd theDirmament SoLev n

And Morning Chorus sung the second D1y

The Larth was form d, butinthe Womb sy et

Of Waters, F'mbry on immature mvols d,

Appeer dnot overall the face of Farth

Man Ocern flow d, not wdle, but with warme
Prolific humour soft'ming 1l her Globe, 280
Fermented the great Mother to concene,
Satiare with gemal massture, when God sad
Be gather d now 3 ¢ Waters under Heny n

Into one place, 1nd lee dry Land appeer
Immedintely the Mountuns huge 1ppeer
Lmergent, and thur brord bare backsuphen e

Into the Clouds, thir tops ascend the Shie
So high s hend the tumid Hills, so low

Dovn sunk 1 hollow bottom broad and deep,
Capacious bed of Waters thither they 290
Hasted with glid precipitinee, uprowid
As drops on dust conglobing from the drie,
Part rise an ey stal Wall, or ndge direct,
For haste, such flight the grear command impress’d
On the swift flouds as Armics ar the call

Of Trumpet (for of Armies thou hast heard)
Troop to thir Standard, so the watrie throng,
Wai ¢ row hing after Wave, where way they found,
If steep, wath torrent raprure, of through Plune,
Soft-cbbing, nor withstood them Rock or Hill, 300
But they , or under ground, or cirewst wide
With Serpent errour wandring, found thir way,
And on the washie Oose deep Channels wore,
Laste, e're God had bid the ground be drie,
All but within those banks, where Rivers now
Stream, and perpeutal draw thir hunud trame

The dry Land, Larth, and the great receptacle

Of congregated Waters he call'd Seas
And saw that 1t was good, and smid, Let th’ Larth
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Put forth the verdant Grass Herbyolding Seed 310
And T'rust Tree y ertding Frnt after her Jand
Whaose Seed 15 1n her seff upon the Larth
He scarce had smd when the bare Eareh el then
Dresert and bare unsightly unadomnd
Brought forth the tender Grass whose s erdure clad
Hler Universal Face with pleasant green
Then Herbs of every Jeaf that sudden flour d
Op ming thir various colours and made gay
Her bosom smelhing sweee and these scarce blown
Forth flounsh tthack the clustung Vine forth erept 320
The smelling Gourd up stood the cotnie Reed
Embareell d 1 her field add the humble Shrub
And Bush with frazi d hammplicae fast
Rose 03 1n Dance the stately Trees and spred
Thir branches hung with coptous Frnt or gemmd
Thir Blossorns wach hugh Woods the Hills were crow nd
V¥ath rufrs rhe vallies & each fountam side
‘With borders long the Rivers That Yarth now
Scemd hbe to Heav n 2 seat where Gods might duell
Or wander wih delight and lase to haunt 330
Her sacred shades though God had vet not ram d
Lpon the Carth and man to tll the ground
None was but from the Farth a dewse Mist
Went up and waterd afl the ground and each
Plaur of the field which ¢ re st was n the Farth
God nude and every Herb before it grew
On the green stemm God saw that 18 was good
So Lev nand Morn recorded the Third Dy
Agatn th Almughtee spske Let there be Lights
High mth expanse of Heavento dinde 240
The Day from Naght and let them be for Signes
For Seasons and for Dayes and cirching Years
And et chen be for Lsghts as [ ardane
Thar Office 1 the Frmament of Heavn
Togoelight on the Earth and it wasso
Am?Gnd made two great Laghts great for thir use
Ta Man the greater to have rule by Day
Thelessty Naghtalterne and made the Stasrs
And sct them in the Firmament of Heas n
To luminate the Larth and sule the Day 240
In cher vrcassicude and oude dhie Naght
And Light from Darbness to divide God saw
Surveying hus great Work thatitwas good
For of Celestal Bodies first the Sun
A yughtte Sphearc he fram & unlghtsam firse
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Though of Lthereal Mould then form'd the Moon

Globose, and everie magnitude of Starrs,

And sowd with Starrs the Heav 'n thicl asa field

Of Laght by farr the greater part he took,

Transplanted from her cloudic Shrine, ind plac’d

In the Suns Orb, made porous to recene

And drink the liquid Lighe, firm to retune

Her gather'd beams, great Palace now of Laght

Hither as to thir T'ountan other Starrs

Repuring, in thir gold'n Urns draw Lighe,

And hence the Mormng Planct guilds his horns,

By tincture or reflection they augment

Thur small peculiar, though t)rom human sight

So farr remote, with dinmnution seen

First 1n lus Last the glorious Lamp was scen,

Regent of Day, and all th’ Honizon round

Invested wath bright Rayes, jocond to run

His Longitude through Heav'ns lugh rode the gray

Dawn, and the Pletades before him dine d

Shedding sw eet influence less bright the Moon,

Butoppostte in leveld West was set

His murror with full face borrowing her Light

From him, for other light she needed none

In that aspect, and stll that distince heepes

Till mght, then i the Cast her turn she shines,

Revolvd on Heav'ns great Asle, and her Reign

With thousand lesser Lights dividual holds,

‘With thousand thousand Starres, that then appeer’d

Spanghing the Hemusphere then first adornd

With thir bright Luminaries that Set and Rose,

Glad Levning & glad Morn crownd the fourth day
And God said, let the Waters generate

Repul with Spawn abundant, Iiving Soule

And let Fowle flie above the Earth, with wings

Displayd on the op’n Firmament of Heav'n

And God created the great Whales, and each

Soul lving, each that crept, which plenteously

The waters generated by thir kundes,

And every Bird of wing after his lunde,

And saw that 1t was good, and bless’d them, say ing,

Be frurtful, multiply, and n the Seas

And Lakes and running Streams the waters fill,

And let the Fowle be multiply’d on the Earth

Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Creek & Bay

With Frie innumerable swarme, and Shoales

Of Fish that with thur Finns & shining Scales
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Glide under the green Wate sn Sculles that oft
Bank the smd Sex partsingle or with mate

Graze the Sea w emf thir pasture & through Groves
Of Coralstray or sporaag with quick glance

Show to the Sun thir way 'd coats dropt with Geld

Or s thur Pearhe shells at ease atrend

Mosst nutniment or under Rocks thir food

In jomted Armour watch on smooth the Seale

And bended Dolphins play part huge of bulk 410
Watlowng unv eddie enormovus s thir Gate
Tempest the Ocean there Leviathan

Hugest of ving Creatures on the Deep

Stretche hike a Promontone sleeps or swimmes

Aund seems 2 moving Land and at fus Galles

Drawsin andattus Trunch spouts outa Sea

Afean whie the tepid Caves snd Fens and shoares
Thir Brood ss numerow hatch from the Egg that scon
Bursting wath kindly ruprure forth disefos &?

Thiz callow young but feathesd soon and fledge 420
They summ d thar Penns and soanng th 2 sublune
With clang despts d the ground undera cloud

In prospect there the Eagle and the Stork

On Chfofs and Cedar tops thar By ies bustd

Pare loosly wing the Region part more wase
Incommon rang din figure wedye thir way

Intelligent of seasons and st fort

Thir Aserte Carmvan hygh over Seas

Flying and over Lands with munusf wing

Easing s flight sa stears the prudent Crane 430
Her annual Voge born on Windes the Awre

Floats asthey pass fann d with unnuimber d plumes
From Branch 10 Branch the smaller Birds vsch song
Solac d the W oods and spred thir pamted wings

Tl Lv n nor then the sofemn Nighungat

Ceas d warbhng bur all nitht tun’d her softlayes
Orhers on Silver Lakes and Ruvers Bach d

Thir dowmie Brest the Swan with Arched nech
Between her white wings manthag proudly Rowes
Herstare wath Qane feet yetoft they quit 40
The Dank and nising on suff Pennons towre

The mid Aereal Shie Others on ground

Walk d firmy the erested Cock whose ehnon sounds
“The silent houts and th other whose gay Trame
Adorns lnm colour d with the Flond hue

Of Rainbows and Starne Ly es The Waters thus

With Fish replerushe and the Awe wih Towle
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L+ 'ning and Morn solemniz'd the Tife day
The Siit, and of Creatton last arose
With Cevning Harps and Mattin, when Godsud, 50
Let th’ Earth bring forth Fowle living in her 1 nde,
Cattel ind Creeping things, and Beast of the Larth,
Eachn thir inde The Larth obey ’d, and strut
Op'ning her fertil Woomb teem'd 1t 2 Birth
Innumerous Ining Creatures, perfet formes,
Limb’d and full grown out of the ground up rose
As from his Laure the wilde Beast where he wonns
In Torrest wilde 1n Thicket, Bral ¢, or Den,
Among the Trees in Purs they rose, they walk'd
The Cartel m the Ticlds and Meddov es green 460
Those rare and solitarie, these in flocks
Pasturing at once, and 1n broad Herds upsprung
The grassie Clods now Calv’d, now half appeer’d
The Tawnie Lion, pawing to get free
His lunder parts, then springs s broke from Bonds,
And Rampant shakes his Brinded man, the Ounce,
The Libbard, and the Ty ger, as the Moale
Rising, the crumbl’d Earth abos ¢ them threw
In Hillocl s, the swift Stag from under ground
Bore up lus branching head scarse from lus mould 470
Behemoth aggest born of Carth uphen’d
Hisvastness Ileec’tthe Flocl sand blewung rose,
AsPlants ambiguous between Sea and Land
The River Horse and scalie Crocodile
At once came forth w hatever creeps the ground,
Inscct or Worme, those wav'd thir limbel fans
Tor wings, and smallest Lineaments exact
In all the Livenies dect of Summers pride
With spots of Gold and Purple, azure and green
These as a hine thir long dimenston drew, 480
Streaking the ground with stnuous trace, not all
Minims of Naturc, some of Serpent kinde
‘Wondrous 1n length and corpulence mvolv'd
Thur Snakie foulds, and added wings First crept
The Parstmonious Emmet, provident
Of future, 1n small room large heart enclos’d,
Pattern of just equalitie perhaps
Hereafter, joi’d 1n her popular Tribes
Of Commonaltie swarnung nesxtappeer’d
The Femal Bee that feeds her Husband Drone 490
Deliciously, and builds her wrsen Cells
‘With Honey stor’d the rest aie numberless,
And thou thir Natures know’st, and gav’st them Names,

227
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Needless to thee repeated nor unhaown
The Serpent sutd st Beast of oll the field
Of huge estent somtimes with brazen Eyes
And haine Main ternific though to thee
Not nowous but obedient at thy call
Now Hea nmall her Gloneshon and rowld
Her motions as the greac fiest Mosers hand 00
First wheeld thur conrse Earth m her rich attire
Consummate lovly smitd Awre Water Tarth
By Fonl Fish Beast was flown wasswum was walke
Frequent and of the Swxr daj y¢c semam d
There nanted y et the Master work theend
Of all yer don "a Crearure who not prone
And Brute as ather Creatures but endy d
With Sanctiwe of Reason might ercer
His Srature and upnght with Front serenc
Govern the rest self knowing and from thence st0
Magnanimous to cotrespond with Heay n
But grateful 1o acknowiedge whence hus goed
Daescends thither with heart and vorce and eves
Direeted in Devoton to adare
And worship Ged Supream whe made tum chief
Of a1l lus works _therefore the Ommipotent
Frernal Father (For where 13 not hee
Present) thus to tus Son audibly spake
1 et us mahe sow Man m our trmage Man
In our sihirude and let them rule 520
Ouer the Fish and Fowle of Sez and Aure
Beast of the Freld and over all the Eanth
And every creepiog thung that creeps the ground
This sud he formd thee Adam thee O Man
Dusz of the ground and 10 thy nosends breath d
Thie breath of Life s hus own lmage hee
Created thee m the Image of God
Lxpress and thou becam sca hvng Soul
Male he created thee but thy consart
Temal for Race then blessd Mankinde and sad 530
Be fruneful muluphe and Al the Larth
Subdue s and throughout Domaon hold
Orer [sh of the Sea and Fowle of the Awre
And every Ining shing that moyes on the Farth
Wherey er thus created for no place
Is v et distinee by name thence as thou know st
He brought thee mta thus delicious Grove
This Garden planted with the Trees of God
Delectable both to behold and raste
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And freely all thir pleasant fruit for food 540
G e thee, all sorts are here that all ¢’ Carth yecelds,
Vartetie without end, but of the Tree

Which tasted worl s knowledge of Good and Tril,
Thou mar'st not, 1n the day thou eat st, thou di'st,
Death 1s the pemluc impos'd, bew are,

And govern well thy appeure, least s

Surprisc thee, and her black attendnt Death

Here finish’d hee, and all that he had made

View'd, ind behold all was enurely good,

So Lv'n and Morn accomplish t the Sist day 550
et not till the Creator from s work

Desisting, though unw eared, up returnd

Up to the Heav 'n of Hean’ns fus hugh abode,

Thence to behold this new created World

Th' addition of fus Cmpire, how 1t shew d

In prospect from lus Throne, how good, how fure,
Answenng tus great Idea Up he rode

Tollowd with acclimnion and the sound

Sy mphonious of ten thousand Harpes that tun’d
Angelic harmonies the Larth, the Aire 560
Resounded, (thou remember’st for thou heardst)

The Heav ns and all the Constellations rung,

The Planets 1n thur stauons hist’ning stood,

While the bright Pomp 1scended jubilant

Open, y ¢ ev erlastng Gates, they sung,

Open, ye Hew 'ns, your living dores, let n

The great Creator from hus work returnd

Magmficent, lus Si\ days work, a World,

Open, 1nd henceforth oft, for God will deigne

To visit oft the dwellings of just Men 570
Dehghted, and with frequent intercourse

Thather will send his winged Messengers

On errands of supernal Grace So sung

The glorious Train ascending He through Heav'n,
That open’d wide her blazing Portals, led

To Gods LCternal house direct the way,

A broad and ample rode, whose dust 1s Gold

And pavement Starrs, as Starrs to thee appeer,

Seen n the Galaxte, thar Milkie way

Which nightly as a cirching Zone thou seest 580
Pouderd with Starrs And now on Earth the Seaventh
Lev'ning arose in Eden, for the Sun

‘Was set, and twilight from the East came on,
Forerunning Night, when at the holy mount

Of Heav'ns high-seared top, th’ Impereal Throne
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Of Godhead fixt for ever firm and sure

The Fihal Power areny d =ad sare him down

With s great Father for he also went

Invimble verstad (such privledge

Hath Omnspresence) and the worh ordam d 590
Author and end of alf things and from work

Naw resung bless d and haliow d the Seav nth day

As resting on thar d1y fromall his work

Bur not 1n sitence hof) hept the Harp

Had worl and rested not " the solemn Pipe

And Dulermer all Organs of sw.eet stop

All sounds on Free by String or Golden Wire

Temper d soft Tanmags wntermnt with Vaoce

Choral or Umison of ineense Clouds

Fuming from Golden Censers had the Mount so0
Creation and the Six dayes acts they sung
Greatarcthy worhks Jehovah mfinite

Thy power whar thaught can meastre thee or tongue
Relate thee greater now i thy return

Then from the Granr Angels thee that day

Thy Thunders magmfi d but to create

Is greater then created to destroy

W ho can unpair thee mughty Ring or bound

Thy Empure® eanily the proud attempt

Of Spunts apostat and thir Counsels vaine Sio
“Thou hast repeld while :mpiously they thonghe

Thee to dimumsh and from thee withdraw

The number of thy worshippers Who seckes

To lessen thee agunst fus putpose serves

To manifest the more thy mught husewt

Thou usest and from thence ereat st more gaod
Witness this new n ade World anather Henv n

Trom Heasven Gate not fary founded 1 viexy

On the cicer Hyalme the Glassie Sea

Of amplitude slmost smmense with Stares o
umerous and esery Starr perhaps a World

Of destind habstation bue thou know st

Thir seasens wmong these the seat of men

Larth with her nether Ocean creumfus d

Thur pleasant dw ellin,, place Thuice happic men

And sons of men whem God hath thusadsanc t
Created 1n hus Image there to dwell

And worship b and sa reward to rule

Orer s Works on Farh an Sea or A

And muluply 3 Race of W osshippers $30
Haly and just thrice happie 3f they know
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Thir happiness, and perscy ere upnght
So sung they, and the Cmp) rean rung,
With Halleliabs Thus was Sabbath kept
And thy request thinl now fulfill’d, that ask’d
How first this World and face of things began,
And what before thy memorie was don
Irom the beginning, that posteritic
Informd by thee might know, sf else thou secl’st
Aught, not surpassing human measure, s1y 640
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THE ARGUMENT

Adam ingusres concern ng celest al Motions 1s doubstfully anst.erd and exborted 19
searchs yasher th ngs more wortby of kno.Jedg Adam assents and stll devt ous 1o
detam Raphael elates-to Fum v.bat e vemember dsince b s owen Creavon 1 s plac
g i Parad se #is to¥k wstls God concermng solir de and it society 1ir f§ st meet
sng and Nuptials with Eve bis discovrse wath the Angel therenpon who afte ad
momtrens repesred depa 1t

{ HE ANGEL ended and tn Adamis Fare
So Charmung left lisvoree thathea white
Thought tum stll speabing sull stood fixt to hear
Then a5 new wak ¢ thus gratefully rephd ]
What thanks sufficient or what fecompence
Lquaf have I to render thee Divine
Hystoran who thus lrgely hast alfayd
The thurst Lhad of hnowledge and voutsaf €
Ths friendfy condescenrten to refare
Thangs else by me unsearchable now heard 10
With wonder but delight and asis due
With glore atrnbuted to the fugh
Creator some thing 3 et of doubt rematnes
Which onely thy solunion can resolve
Whien I behold this goodly Frame this World
Of Hea 1 and Larth consisting and compute
Thar magnitudes this Rartha spot a grame
An Aromn wath the Firmament compar &
And all her numberd Starrs that seem to rowle
Spaces incomprehensible (for such 3
Thur distance argues and thur sw it return
Daurnal) meerly to officiate hight
Round this opacous Earth this punctual spor
One day and mghr mnall thir vastsurvey
Useless besides reasomng 1 oft admre
How Natsre wise and frugal conld commit
Such disproportions with superfluous hand
So many nobler Bodies to create
G rearer so manifold to this one use
Yor aurht appeers and on shur Orbs impose 20
The four brackered fmes were added i the second ed von {16 ¢}
whert Book vz ¢+ 21 dnvaded mtn two ot § ne §30 Lane 6 hod resd “To
whom thus ddam grarefully seplid
a3
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Such restless revolution dwy by day
Repeated, while the sedentarie Carth,
That betrer maghe with farr less compss mot e,
Senv’d by more noble then her self, attunes
Her end without least motion, and reces es,
As Tribute such 1 sumiess yourney brought
Of incorporeal speed, her vwarmth and highe,
Speed, to desenibe w hose swaftness Number fales
So spihe our Sire, 1nd by hus count mance scemd
Lnering on studious thoughts abstruse, which £ie
Perceaving w here she sat renr d o sighe,
Wich lowlmess djestic from her seat,
And Grice that won who st to wish her simy,
Rose, and went forth among her Irusts ind ours,
To st how they prosper d, bud and bloom,
Her Nurserre, they at her conung sprung
And toucht by her fair tendance gladher grew
Y et w ent she not, 1s not with such discourse
Dechghted, or not capable her care
Of what was hugh such pleasure she reseri’d,
Adani relaung, she sole Auditress,
Her Husband the Relater she preferr'd
Before the Angel, and of him to sk
Chose rather hee, she knew would mntermin
Grateful digrressions, and solve high dispute
With conjugal Caresses, from his Lap
Not Words alone pleas’d her O when meet now
Such pasrs, in Love and murual Honour joyn d?
With Goddess-lthe demeanour forth she went,
Not nnattended, for on her as Queen
A pomp of winning Graces » arted still,
And from about her shot Darts of desire
Into all Lyes to wish her sull in sight
And Raphael now to Adam’s doubt proposd
Benevolent and facil thus reph'd
To ask or search I blame thee not, for Heav’n
Is as the Bool of God before thee set,
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learne
His Seasons, Hours, or Days, or Months, or Yeares,
This to attam, whether Heav o move or Earth,
Imports not, if thou reck n nghr, the rest
Trom Alan or Angel the great Architecr
D1d wasely to conceal, and not divulge
His secrets to be scann'd by them who ought
Rather admure, or if they listto try
Conjecrore, he his Fabrie of the Heav ns
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Hath left to thir disputes perhaps to move

His laughter at thir quaint Opintons wide
Hereafter when they come to model Heav n
And calculate the Starrs how they will weild
The mightie frame how build unbwild contrive
To save appeerances how gird the Sphear
With Centnic and Eccentric seribl d o re
Cycleand Epicycle Orbin Orb

Alreadie by thy reasonmg this I guess

‘Who art to lead thy ofspring and supposest
‘That Bodres bright and greater should not serve
The less not bright nor Heav n such journes run
Earth situng still when she alone receas es

The benefit consider first that Great

Or Bright inferrs not Excellence the Easth
Though 1n companson of Heav n so small

Nor ghstering may of sold good contane
More plenty then the Sun that barren shines
‘Whose vertue on 1t self worl es no effect

But 1n the fruseful Earth there first receavd
His beams unactive else thur vigor find

Yet not to Earth are those bright Lummanes
Officious but to thee Earths habitant

And for the Heav ns wide Carcue let it speak
The Makers high magnficence who bult

So spacious and hus Line stretcht out so farr
That Man may know he dwells not in hisown
An Edifice too large for lum to fill

Leodg d 1n a small partiion and the rest

Ordan d for uses to hus Lord best known

The swiftness of those Circles attnibute

Though numberless to hts Omnipotence

That to corporeal substances could adde

Speed almost Spinitual mee thou thinkst not slow
‘Who since the Morning hour set out from Heav n
Where God resides and ere mid day arnv d

In Eden distance inexpressible

By Numbers that have name Bur this Turge
Admuttng Motion mn the Heas ns to shew
Invald that which thee to doubt 1t moy d

Mot that Iso affirm though so iesecem

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on Larth
God to remove his way es from human sense
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Be Center to the World, and other Starrs

By hus attractis ¢ vertue 1nd thur own

Incited, dance 2bout him s arions rounds®

Thir wandrng course now Iugh, now low, then hud,
Pragressive, retrogmde, or standing sull,

In si thou seest, and w har 1 ses 'nth to these

The Planet Larth, so stedfast though she seem,
Inscnsnbl{ three different Motions mos ¢ 130
Which else ro sev eril Sphears thou must asenibe,
Mor'd contrarte with thw et obliqutics,

Or sm ¢ the Sun his Iabour, mnd that swifr

Nocturnal and Dwurnal rhomb suppos’d,

Tnviable clse aboy ¢ all Staers, the Wheele

Of D1y and Nighe, wluch needs not thy beleefe,

If Larth mndustrious of her sclf ferch Day

Travedhng Last, and with her part nverse

Trom the Suns beam meet Nighe, her other part
Sull lumunous by hus ray  What of thac highe 140
Sent from her through the wide trnspicuous ure,
To the terrestrial Moon be asa Starr

Enlightmng her by Day, 15 she by Nighe

Thus Larth? rccxproml, if Land be there,

Teilds and Inhabiants Her spots thou seest

As Clouds, and Clouds may ram, and Rain produce
Trusts 1n her soft'nd Sole, for some to eare

Allotted there, 1nd other Suns perhaps

With thir attendant Moons thou wilt descrie
Commuicating Male and Fermle Laghe, 250
Which tw o great Seves animate the World,

Stor'd 1n each Orb perhaps with some thatlise

Tor such vast room 11 Nature unpossest

By Ining Soule, desert and desolate,

Qnely to shine, yet scarce to contribute

Each Orb a ghimps of Light, conveyd so farr

Down to this habitable, which returnes

Laght back ro them, 1s obvious to drspute

But whether thus these things, or w hether not,
Whether the Sun predommnant i Heav’n 650
Rise on the Earth, or Larth nise on the Sun,

Hee from the Last his flaming 1ode begin,

Or Shee from West her silent course adyance

With moffensn ¢ pace that spinning sleeps

On her soft Axle, while she paces Lev'n,

And bears thee soft w1th the smooth Aur along,
Solhcie not thy thoughts with mateers hud,

Leave them to God above, him serve and feare,
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Of other Creatures as hum pleases best
Whererer plact let em dispose joy thon 70
Inwhathe gries to thee this Paradise
And thy far Ere Heav ns for thee too lugh
To | now what passes there be lowhe wise
Thinl onely what concernes thee and thy bemng
Dream not of other Worlds what Creartires there
Tive anwhat state condition or degree
Contented that thus farr hath been reveal d
Nat of Larth onely but of highest Hem n
To whom thus ddar cleerd of doube replid
How fully hast thou satisfi & mee pure 180
Intelligence of Hem n Angel serene
And freed from intnicacses taughe tolne
‘The eastest way narwith erprctmg choughes
Yo wterrupt the sweet of Life fromwhich
‘God hath bid dw ell farr off all anaous cares
And not molestus unless we our sehes
Beeh them with wandrng thoughts and notions vaine
But apte the Mind or ancie 15 20 sonve
Unchecht and of her roasing s 5o end
Tiltwarn d orby expenence taught shelearn 190
That not to know at farge of things remote
Trom use obscure and sutde but to know
That which before us lies in datly bife
Is the prime Wisdom w hat 1s more 1s fume
Or empuiness or fond imperungace
And renders us in things that most concerne
Unpracus o unprepar d and sull to seck
Therefore from this high pirch et us descend
A lover fight and speat. of thingsac hind
Useful whence haply mention snay anise ~00
Of somihung not unseasanable to ash
By sufferance and thy wonted faiourdegnd
Thee I have heard relaung w hat was don
Lremy remembrance now hear mee relate
My Stone which perhaps thou hast not heard
And Day 1s yer notspent il then thou seese
How sty to detane thee  devise
Imatng thee to hear while | relate
Fond were it notn hope of thy reply
Tor whide I st with thee Iseemm Heas o 200
And sweeter thy discourse is tom eare
Then Fruits of Palm tree pleasantest vo thirst
And hunger both from labour ar the hovre
Of snectrepast they satare and soon fill
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Though pleasant, bue thy words with Grace Divine
Imbu'd, bring o thir sw cetness no sattetie
To whom thus Raphael answ er'd hew 'nly mecl
Nor arc thy Iips ungraceful, Sire of men,
Nor tongue meloquent, for God on thee
Abundantly his gifts hath 1lso Pour’d
Inward and outward bath, hus image fare
Speal ing or mutc 4ll comliness and grace
Attends thee, and cach word, each motion formes
Nor less think wee 1in Heav’n of thee on Larth
Then of our fellow servant, and inquire
Gladly mto the way es of God with Man
T'or God w e see hath honour d thee, 1nd set
On Man his equal Love say therefore on,
Tor I that Dav was absent, s befell,
Boundonat oyage uncouth and obscure,
Farr on excursion toward the Gates of Hell,
Squar’d in full Legion (such command we had)
To see that none thence 1ssu’d forth a spie,
Or cnemie, while God was 1n hus worl,
Least hee incenst at such eruption bold,
Destruction with Creation might have mne
Not that they durst without s le1s ¢ aceempt,
But us he sends upon his lugh behests
Tor state, as Sovran King, and to enure
Our prompt obedience Fast sve found, fast shut
The dismal Gates, and barricado’d strong,
But long ere our approaching heard within
Noise, other then the sound of Dance or Song,
Torment, and lowd lament, and furious rage
Glad we return’d up to the coasts of Light
Lre Sabbath Eev’ming so we had 1n charge
But thy relation now, for I attend,
Pleas’d with thy words no less then thou with mine
So spake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire
For Man to tell how human Life began
Is hard for who himself beginning knew?
Desire with thee still longer to converse
Induc’d me As new wak’t from soundest sleep
Soft on the flourie herb I found me laid
In Balmie Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun
Soon drr’d, and on the reaking mossture fed
Strait toward Heav'n my wondring Eyes I turnd,
And gaz d a while the ample Slae, till rais’d
By quick instinctive motion up Isprung,
A’s thitherward endevoung, and upright
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Stood on my feet about me round I'saw

Hill Dale and shadie Woods and sunnse Plames
And hqud Lapse of murmuring Streams by these
Creatures that ind and movd and walkkd or flew
Birds on the branches warbling 2l things smii d
Wich fragranice and wach joy my heart oreflow d
Afy self Tthen perus d and Lumb by Limb
Surey d and sometimes w ent and sometimes mn
With supple joumts as heely vigourled

But who IP\\ a5 of where or from what cause
hnew not ro speak 1en d and forthwah spake
My Tongoe obey d and readily could name
Whate re I ssw ThouSun sud [ fureLighe
And thou enhght nd Earth 5o fresh and gay

Y e Hills and Dales ye Rivers Woods and Plaines
And ye that Ive and move far Creatures tell
Tell if ves1w how came X thus how here?

Mot of my self by seme great Makeer then

In gooduness and m power preeminent

Teﬁ me how may Fknow Enm how adore

From whom I have that thus I move and five

And feel thar 1 am happrer then I know

While chus I call d and stray d 1 knew not whither
From where } first drew Amre and first bebeld
Thus happse Light when answer nong rerurn f
On 5 green shadie Banh profuse of Flours
Pensie Isatemedown there gentlesleep

Furst found me and with soft aﬁprcssmn seis d
My droused sense untroubld though I thoughe

1 then was passing to my former state

Insensible and fordhwith to dissoh e

When suddenly stood at my Head a dream
Whose wward appantion gently movd

Afy Fancy to betieve I'y et had bemng

And hivd” One came methoughe of shape Drvine
And sard thy Mansion wants thee Adawn nse
Farse Man of Men mnumesable ordan d

Firsr Father call d by thee  come thy Guide

"To the Garden of bliss thy seat prepard
Sosaying by thehand hetook merasd

And oser Fields und Waters 250 Aure

Smooth shdmg without step fastled me up

A woodie Mountam whose hugh 1] \\n_srpfamc
A Growe wide enclosd with pooditest Trees
Planted with Walks and Bowers that what Isaw
Qf Larth before scarce pleasant seeand Lach Tree
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Load'n with farest Iruit, that hungtotheLyve
Tcm{mng, stirr d 11 me sudden appenite

To pluck and cate, whereat I wal’d, and found

Before nune Ty ¢s all real, as the dream 310
Had Inely shadowd Here had new begun

Aly wandring, had not hee who was my Guide

Up luther, from among the Trees 1ppeer d,

Presence Divine Rejoy cing, but with aw

In adoration at his feet I fell

Submiss he re1r’d me, & Whom thou soughtst [ 1m,

Sud muldely,, Author of all this thou scest

Above, or round about thee or beneath

This Paradise I g e thee, count it thine

To Till and heep, 1nd of the T'rutt to cate 320
Of every Tree thitin the Garden growes

LCate freely with glad heart, fear here no dearth
But of the Trece whose operation brings
Knowledg of good and ill, which T have set
The Pledge of thy Obedience and thy T'mth,
Anud the Garden by the Tree of Llf’c,
Remember what [ warne thee, shun to taste,
And shun the bitter consequence for know,
The day thou eat st thereof, my sole command
Transgrest, ncvitably thou shale dy e,

Trom that day mortal, and tius happic State
Shalt loose, expell’d from hence into 1 World
Of wocand sorrow Sternly he pronounc’d
The ngid interdiction, w hich resounds

Yet drexdful in nune eare, though in my chorce
Not to incur, but soon his cleer aspect

Return d 1nd gratious purpose thus renew 'd
Not onely these fair bounds, but all the Carth
To thee and to thy Race I give, 25 Lords

Possess 1t, and all things that therein hive, 340
O1 Iive 1n Sen, or Aire, Beast, I'ish, and Fouwle

In signe whercof each Bird and Beast behold

After thir hindes, I bring them to receave

T'rom thee thir Names, and pay thee fealtie

‘With low subjection, understand the same

Of I'tsh wathun thir watry residence,

Not hither summond, since they cannot chinge

Thir Clement to draw the thinner Aire

As thus he spake, each Bird 1nd Beast behold
Approaching two and two, These cownng low 350
‘With blandishment, each Bird stoop’d on his wing
Inam’d them, as they pass’d, ind understood
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Thir Nature with such hnowledg God endud
A sudden apprehension but in these
1 found not what me thaught 1 wanted sull
And to the Heaw aly vision thus prestm d
G by what Name for thou above all these
Above nunhinde or aughe then manhinde lugher
Surpassest farr o namung how may 1
Adore thee Author of this Unnerse
And 2l thus good to man for whose weli being
So amply and with hands so hberal
Thou hast prossded ol things but wich mee
1see not who partakes In solnde
W hat happmess who can enjov alone
Or alt enjoymg +hat contenument find®
Thus I presumptueus 2nd the ugion brighe
As with a smile more bright nd thus reph d
What call st thou solitude ss not the Earch
‘With 1 artous Iiving creatures and the Asre
Replenishe and all these at thy command
Tacome and play before thee know st thon not
Thur hangaage and thir waves they also ! now
And reason not contempubly with these
Find pasyme and beare rale thy Reslmsharge
So spake the Unnersat Lord and scem d
So ordeting ¥ with leave of speech smplord
And humble deprecation thus reph d
Let nor my words offend thee Heas nly Power
Ay Maker be propitious while I speak
Hast thou not made me here thy subsutute
And these inferiour farr beneath me set?
Asmong unequals what socretre
Can sort what hatmonse or true dehght
W hich must be mutual 1o proporuen due
Giv nand recenn d butin dispanine
The one tense the other soll remuss
Cannot w el suite with escher but soon prove
Tedwus alshe Of fellowship Lspeah
Such as I seel. fit to parseipate
All ratonat defighe wherein the brute
Cannot be human consort they rejoy ce
Each with thir hinde Lion with Lioness
So-fithe them sn pasrs thou hast combin d
Much Jess can Bird with Beast or i ssh with Fonle
So well comerse nor wath the Oxthe Ape
Waors then can Man with Beast ond least of al}
Whereto th Alsughty answerd notdspleasd
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A meend sutde happiness I see
Thouto thy sclf proposest, m the choice 400
Of thy Assooites, Adam, and wilt taste
No pleasure, though m pleasure, soliane
Whart thinlst thou then of mee, and this my Stare,
Scem I to thee sufficiently possest
Of happiness, or not- who 1malone
From all Crermitie, for none I hnow
Second to mece or Iihe, equal much less
How have Ithen with \\(‘xom ta hold comyerse
Save with the Crearures which I made, and those
To me inferour, infinite descents 410
Bencath what other Creatures are to thee?

He ceas'd, Tlowly answer'd To arrane
The fugth and depth of thy Lrernal wayes
All human thoughts come shorr, Supream of things,
Thouin thy sclf art perfer, and 1 thee
Is no defictence found, not so 1s Man,
Butn degree, the cause of lus desire
By comversation with hs hile to help,
Or solace hus defects No need that thou
Shouldst propagat, already snfinie, 420
And through all numbers absolute, though One,
But Man by number 1s to manifest
His single umperfection, and beger
Like of hus hike, this Image muluply’d,
In unitte defectn e, which requires
Collateral love, and deerest amuie
Thou m thy sccresie although alone,
Best with thy self accompamed, seel.’st nor
Social communication, yet so pleas d,
Caast raise thy Creature to whathighth thou wilt 30
Of Union or Commuruon, deift’d,
1 by conversing cannot these erect
From prone, nor in thir wayes complacence find
Thus I embold’'nd spake, and freedom us’d
Peruussive, and acceptance found, which gain’d
This answer from the gratious voice Divine

Thus farr to try thee ddam, [ was pleas d,
And finde thee knowing not of Beasts alone,
‘Which thou hast nghtly nam'd, but of thy self,
Expressing well the spirit within thee free, 440
Aly Image, not iraparted to the Brute,
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee
Good reason was thou freely shouldst dislike,
And be so ymnded stdl, 1, ere thou spakst,
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Knew 1t not good for Man to be alone
And no such companie as then thou saw st
Intended thee for trial onely brought
To see how thou could st judge of fit and meet
What next I bring shall please thee be assur d
Thy likeness thy fithelp thy other self 450
Thy wish _exactly to thy hearts desire
Hee ended or 1 heard no more for now
My earthly by his Heav nly overpowerd
‘Which 1t had long stood under streind to the highth
In that celestial Colloquie sublime
As with an object that excels the sense
Dazl d and spent, sunk down and sought repair
Of sleep which mstantly fell on me cail d
By Nature as in arde and clos d mine eyes
1\¥mc eyes hie clos d but op n left the Cell 460
Of Fancie my mnternal sight by which
Abstract as 1n 2 transe methought I saw
Though sleeping whereIlay and saw the shape
Sull glorious before whom awake I stood
‘Who stooping op nd my left side and took
From thencea Rib with cordral spirsts warme
And Lafe blood streamung fresh wide was the wound
But suddenly with flesh fill d up & heal d
The Rib he formd and fashond with his hands
Under s forming hands a Creature grew 470
Manlike but different sex so lovly faire
That what seemd fair tn all the World seemd now
Mean or 1n her summd up 1n her containd
And 1n her looks which from that time infus d
Sweetness mto my heart unfelt before
And 1nto all things from her Awre mspir d
The spint of love and amorous dehight
She disappeerd and lefe me dark Twakd
To find her or for ever to deplore
Her loss and other pleasures all abjure 480
‘When out of hope gchold her not farr off
Such as T saw her1n my dream adornd
With what all Earth or Heaven could bestow
To make her amiable Onshe came
Led by her Heav nly Maker though unseen
And guided by his voice nor uninformd
Of nuptial Sancune and marnage Rutes
Grace was m all her steps, Heav nun her Lye
In every gesture digniticand love
I overjord could not forbear 2loud 490
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This turn hath made amends, thou hast fulfili’d
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benigne,
Gnver of all things faire, but farrest this
Of all thy mifts, nor enviest I now see
Bone of my Bone, T'lesh of myv Flesh, my Self
Before me, Woman 1s her Name, of Man
Extracted, for this cuse he shall forgoe
Fther and AMother, and to his Whfe adhere,
And they shall be one Flesh, one Heart, one Soule

She heard me thus, and though dis inely brought, o0
et Innocence and Virgin Modestie,
Her vertue and the conscience of her worth,
Thar would be wo00’d, and not unsought be won,
Not obvious, not obtrusi ¢, but renr d,
The more desirable, or to say all,
Nature her sclf, though pure of sinful thought,
Wrought in her so, that seeing me, she turn d,
I follow’d her, she what was Honour hnew,
And with obsequious Majesuie approy d
My pleaded reason To the Nupual Bowre 510
1led her blushing like the Mormn all Heav n,
And happie Constellations on that houre
Shed thir selectest influence, the Larth
Gave sign of gratulation, and each Hill,
Joy ous the Birds, fresh Gales and gentle Aires
Whisper'd 1t to the Woods, and from thir wings
Flung Rose, flung Odours from the spicie Shrub,
Disportng, ull the amorous Bird of Night
Sung Spousal, and bid haste the Levning Starr
On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp 520
Thus T have told thee all my State, and brought
My Storte to the sum of earthly bhss
‘Which I enjoy, and must confess to find
In all things else delight indeed, but such
Asus'd or not, works in the mind no change,
Nor vehement destre, these delicacies
I mean of Taste, Sight, Smell, Herbs, Fruits & Flours,
‘Walks, and the melodie of Birds, but here
Farr otherwise, transported 1 behold,
Transported rouch, here passion first 1 felt, 530
Commotion strange, 1n all enjoy ments else
Supeniour and unmov’d, here onely weakhe
Agamst the charm of Beauties pow erful glance
Or Nature faild 1n mee, and left some part
Not proof enough such Object to sustam,
Or from my side subducting, took perhaps
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More then enaugh at least on her bestow d

Too much of Ornament 1n outsard shew

Elaborate, of inward less evnace

For well understand i the prime end

Of Nature her th safertour 1 the mind

And mvard Faculttes which most excell

In outward also her resembling less

His Image who made both and less expressing

The characrer of that Dosninson giv o

O e other Creatures vet when Lapproach

Her loveliness so absolute she seems

And 11 her self compleat so well to hnow

Herown that what she walls co do orsay

Seems wisest vertuousest discreetest best

All fugher knawledge in her presence falls

Degraded Wisdom in discourse with her

Looses discount manc t and ke folls shewes

Authorstse and Reason on her waite

As one itended first, not after made

Qccasionally 2nd to consummateall

Greatness of mmd and nobleness thir seat

Build 1n her loveliest and create anave

About her 252 guard Angehe plact

To whom the Angel w1ith contracred brow
Accuse not Nature she hath den her part

Da thou but thine and be not diffidenc

Of Wisdom she deserts thee not sf thou

Disrmuss not her when most thou needst her nigh,

By attnbutng overmuch to things

Less cxcellent asthou thy self percea st

For what adpr st thou_ what transports thee so

An outside? fasr no doube and “crth? well

Thy chenshing thy honouning and thy fove

Dot thy subjection wetgh wich her chy self

Then value Oft imes nothing profits more

Then self esteem grounded on just and nghe

Well manag d of that shll the more thou hnow st

The mare she will acknow ledge thee her Head

And to realines y estd all hershows

Made so adorn for thy delight the more

Saauful that with honour thou maist love

Thy mate whosces when thou ar seen lease vsse

But of the sense of touch whereby manhind

Is propagatcd scem such dear dchgi\t

Beyond all other thunk the same soutsaf't

To Cattel and each Beast winch would notbe
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To them made common & dwvulg'd, if rughe
Theremn enjoy 'd w ere worthy to subdue
The Soule of Man, orpission in um move
What higher 1n her societie thou findst
Artractive, human, rational, lov ¢ stll,
In loving thou dost well, in p1ssion not,
Wherein true Loy ¢ consists not, lov ¢ refines
The thoughts, wnd heart enlarges, hath his seat
In Reason, and 1s judicious, 1s the scale
By which to heav’nly Loy e thou maist ascend,
Not sunk mn carnl pleasure, for v hich cause
Among the Beasts no Mate for thee was found
To whom thus half abash’t Adanz replr'd
Neither her out-side formd so fair, nor aught
In procreation common to all hindes
(Though higher of the genal Bed by far,
And with mysterious res crence I deem)
So much delights me, as those graceful acts,
Those thousand decenctes that daily flow
From all her words and actions, mnit with Love
And sw eet complrance, which declare unfeign’d
Union of Mind, or 1n us both one Soulc
Harmonie to behold in wedded pair
More grateful then harmonious sound to the care
Yet these subject not, I to thee disclose
‘What inward thence I feel, not therefore foild,
Who meet with various objects, from the sense
Variously representing, yet stll free
Approve the best, and follow what I approve
To love thou blam’st me not, for love thou saist
Leads up to Heav'n, 1s both the way and guide,
Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask,
Love not the heav’nly Spirits, and how thir Love
Express they, by looks onely, or do they mrx
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch?
To whom the Angel with a snule that glow’d
Celestial rosie red, Loves proper hue,
Answer’d Let 1t suffice thee that thou know’st
Us happue, and w1ithout Love no happness
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy’st
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy
In eminence, and obstacle find none
Of membrane, joynt, or Timb, exclusive barrs
Easier then Atr with Aur, of Spirits embrace,
Total they mrx, Unton of Pure with Pure
Desiring, nor restrain’d conveyance need
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As Flesh to mx with Flesh or Soul with Sout
But I can now no more the parting Sun
Bejy ond the Earths green Cape and verdant Isles
Hesperean sets my Signal to depart
Be strong live happie and love g\lt first of all
Hum whomtolovestoobey and ke,
His great command take heed lewst Passion sway
Thy Judgement to do aught which else free Will
Would not admit thine and of all thy Sons
The weal or woen thee s plact beware
I1n thy persevenng shall rejoyce
And all the Blest stand fast to stand or fall
Free n thine own Arbitrement it hes
Perfect within no outward aid require
And all temptation to transgress repel

So saying hearose whom Adam: thus
Follow d with benediction Since to parr
Go heavenly Guest Ethereal Messenger
Sent from whose soi ran goodness L adore
Gentle to me and affable hath been
Thy condescension and shall be honour d ever
‘With grateful Memorte thou to mankind
Be good and friendly stll and oft return

So parted they the Anfcl up to Heav n
From the thick shade and Adam to his Bowre
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BOOK IX
THL ARGUMENT

Satan ba-sm compase the Earth, wub meditated guile resurns as g wust by Night meo
Paradise, enters mnto the Serpent sleeping Adary and Tx e 11 the Mormmg go forth to
thir labours, wobich Eae proposes to di ide in several placer each labonring apare

Ad:m} consents not, alledging the danger, lext that Enemy, of whont they w.eve fore~
warn'd, shauld atteutps ber found alone Exe loath to be thought ntot csrcumspect or
firm enoush, sirges ber gomg apart, the vasher desirous to make tryal of ber strenath,
Adam at last yields The Serpent finds ber alone, bis subtle approach, first gazmg

then speaking, wuh nuch flattery estolling Ly c above all other Creattires Tue won-
dring to bear the Serpent speak, asks bow he astan’d to hunnn speech and such
understandmg not till nows the Serpent answers that by tastung of a certan Trec m
the Garden he artsan'd both 10 Speech and Reason, till then Lo of both Tre requires
Lan 10 bring ber to that Tree, and finds 1t to be the Tree of hnouledge forbidden

Tie Scrpent now grown bolder, wusth mmany rles and arguments imduces ber at
length 10 eat, she pleas’d nrth the taste deliberates aubnle whether to smpart thereof
to Adam or not, at last brings lsm of the Frust, relates what pernuaded ber to et
thereof Adam at first amaz d, but percerving ber lost, resolies throngh vebemence
of lo* e to perish wuth ber and extenstating the trespass, eats also of the Frnt The
effects thereof tn thent both tf ey scek to cover thir nakedness, then §all to varsance
and aceusation of one anotber

NO MORE of talk where God or Angel Guest
With Man, as with his Triend, famihar us’d
Tositindulgent, and wich him parcahe
Rural repast, permitting him the while
Vemal discourse unblam’d 1 now must chinge
Those Notes to Tragc, foul distrust, and breach
Disloy al on the part of Man, revolt,
And disobedience On the part of Heav'n
Now ahienated, distance and distaste,
Anger and yust rebuke, and judgement gn'n, 10
“That brought nto this World a world of woe,
Sinne and her shadow Death, and Miserse
Deaths Harbinger Sad tash, y et argument
Not less but more Herotc then the wrauth
Of stern Achilles on hus Foe pursu’d
Thnce Fugitive about Troy Wall, or rage
Of Turnus for Lavinia disespous d,
Or Neptun's ire or Juno’s, that so long
Perplex'd the Greel and Cytherea's Son,
If answ erable style I can obtame 20
Of my Celestial Patroness, who deignes
Her mghtly visitatton unumplor d,
And dictates to me slumbring, or mspires
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Easte my unpremeditated Verse
Since first this Subject for Herote Song
Pleas d me long choosing and begimning late
Not sedulous by Nature to mdite
Warrs hitherto the onely Argument
Heroic deem d chief masstrie to dissect
‘With long and tedious havoc fabl d Kmghts 30
In Battels feign d_the better fortitude
Of Patence and Heroic Marty rdom
Unsung or to describe Races and Games
Or tilung Furniture emblazon d Shields
Impreses quaint_Caparisons and Steeds
Bases and tinsel Trappings gorgious hmghts
At Joust and Torneament then marshal d Feast
Serv d up in Hall with Sewers and Seneshals
The skill of Arufice or Office mean
Not that which justly gives Heroic name 40
To Person or to Poem Mee of these
Nor skilld nor studious higher Argument
Remaines suffictent of 1t self to ruise
That name unless an age too late or cold
Chimat or Y ears damp may mtended wing
Deprest and much they may 1f all be mine
Not Hers who brings 1t nightly to my Ear

‘The Sun was sunk and after him the Starr
Of Hesperus whose Office 15 to bring
Twilight upon the Earth short Arbirer 50
Twiee Day and Night and now from end to end
Nights Hemisphere had veild the Horizon round
When Satan who late fled before the threats
Of Gabriel out of Eden now 1mprovd
In meditated fraud and malice bent
On mans destruction maugre what m:fhr hap
Of heavier on himself fearless rerurn
By Night he fled and at Midmight rerurn d
From mm;mssmg the Earth cautious of day
Since Urtel Regent of the Sun deseni d 60
His entrance and forewarnd the Cherubim
That keptthirwarch thence full of anguish drs n
The space of seven contina d Nights he rode
With darkness thrce the Cquinoctial Line
He circl d four times cross d the Carr of “ight
Trom Pole to Pole traversing each Colure
On the eghth rerurn d and on the Coast averse
From entrance or Cherubic Watch by stealth
Found unsuspected way There wasaplace
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Now not, though S, not Tume, first wranght the
change,

Where Tigris at the foot of Paradise
Into 2 Gulf shot under ground, nll part
Rose up 1 Fountain by the Tree of Lafe,
In with the River sunl, and wath 1t rose
Satan involv'd in nising Mist, then sought
Where to lie hud, Sea he had searcht and Land
Trom Lden over Pontus, and the Poole
Meeotss, up bey ond the River O,
Downward as farr Antartic, and n length
Woest from Orontes to the Ocean barr'd
At Darien, thence to the Land where flowes
Ganges and Indus thus the Orb he roam’d
With narrow search, and with nspection deep
Consider'd every Creature, which of all
Most opportunc might serve his Wales, and found
The Serpent suttlest Beast of all the Freld
Him after long debate, 1rresolute
Of thoughts revolv’d, his final sentence chose
Fit Vessel, fittest Imp of fraud, 1n whom
To enter, and his dark suggestions hude
From sharpest sight for in the wilie Snake,
Whatever sleights none would suspicious maik,
As from his wit and native suttletie
Proceeding, which m other Beasts observ’d
Doubt might beget of Diabolic pow’r
Active within beyond the sense of brute
Thus he resolv’d, but first from inward griefe
His bursting passion nto plaints thus pour’d

O Larth, how hike to Heav'n, if not preferr’d
More justly, Seat worthter of Gods, as butlt
‘With second thoughts, reforming what was old'
For what God after better worse would butld?
Terrestrial Heav’n, danc’t round by other Heav’ns
That shine, yet bear thir bright offictous Lamps,
Light above Light, for thee alone, as seems,
In thee concentring all thir precious beams
Of sacred mfluence As God in Hewv'n
Is Center, yet extends to all, so thou
Centring receav’st from all those Orbs, 1n thee,
Not in themselves, all thir known vertue appeers
Productive in Herb, Plant, and nobler buth
Of Creatures ammate with gradual hife
Of Growth, Sense, Reason, all summ’d up 1z Man
‘With what delight could I have wallt rthee round
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If I could joy 1n aught swect mterchange

Of Hill and Vallie Ruivers Woods and Plaines

Now Land now Sea & Shores with Forrest crownd
Rocks Dens and Caves but I in none of these

Find place or refuge and the more I'see

Pleasures abour me so much more I feel 120
Torment within me as from the hateful stege

Of contranies all good to me becomes

Bane and n Heav n much worse would be my state

But neither here seek I no nor in Heav n

To dwell unless by marstring Heav ns Supreame

Nor hope to be my self less miserable

By what I'seek but others to make such

As 1T though thereby worse to me redound

For onely i destroy ing I finde ease

To my relentless thoughts and him destroy d 150
Or won to what may work his utter loss

For whom all this was made all this wall soon

Follow as to him linkt 1n weal or woe

Inwothen that destruction wide may range

To mee shall be the glone sole among

The infernal Powers 1n one day to have marr d

What he dlnughtie styl d six Nights and Days

Continu d making and who knows how long

Before had bin contriving though perhaps

Not longer then since I 1n one Nighe freed 140
From servitude mglorious welmgh half

Th Angelic Name and thinner [eft the throng

Of husadorers heeto be aveng d

And to repaire hus numbers thus impair d

‘Whether such vertue spent of old now faild

More Angels to Create of they at least

Are his Created or to spite us more

Determun d to advance 1nto our room

A Creature form d of Farth and hum endow

Exalted from so base onginal 150
With Hea nly spoils our spouls What he decreed

He effected Man he made and for him buile
Magnificent this World and Earth his seat

Him Lord pronounc d and O ndignutie!

Subjected to hisservice Angel wings

And flaming Mimsters to watch and tend

Thir earthie Charge Of these the uglance

1dread and to elude thus wrapt in mist

Of mudright vapor ghde obscure, and prie

Inevery ﬁush and Brake where hap may finde 160
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The Serpent sleeping, 1n whose mazic foulds
To hide me, and the dark intent 1 bring
O foul descent! that I who crst contended
With Gods to sit the Iughest, am now constraind
Into 1 Beast, and mivt with bestinl shme,
This essence to incarnate and imbrute,
That to the hight of Deitie aspir'd,
But what will not Ambinion and Rev enge
Descend to? who asptires must dow n 1s low
As hugh he soard, obnovious first or fast
To basest things Revenge, at first though sweet,
Bitter ere long back on it self recotles,
Let1t, I reck not, so 1t hight well aim'd,
Since lugher I fall short, on him who next
Prov ol.cs my envie, this new I'avorite
Of Heay n, this Man of Cly, Son of despite,
Whom us the more to spite hus Maher rus'd
Trom dust spite then with spite 1s best repaid

So s1y ing, through cach Tqucl\et Dancl{)or Drie,
Like 1 black must Jow creeping, he held on
His midmight search, where soonest he might finde
The Serpent him fast sleeping soon he found
In Labyrinth of many a round self-row Id,
His head the mudst, well stor’d with suttle wiles
Not y ct1n horrid Shade or dismal Den,
Not nocent yet, but on the grassie Herbe
Fearless unfeard he slept 1n 1t his Mouth
The Devil enterd, and his brutal sense,
In heart or head, possessing soon inspi’d
With act mtelligential, but his steep
Disturb’d not, wuting close th’ approach of Morn
Now whenas sacred Light began to dawne
In Eden on the humud Flours, that breathd
Thir morning Incense, when all things that breath,
From th’ Earths great Altar send up silent pruse
To the Creator, and his Nostrils fill
With gratefull Smell, forth came the human pair
And joynd thir vocal Wortship to the Quire
Of Creatures wanting voice, that done, partake
The season, prime for sweetest Sents and Aires
Then commune how that day they best may ply
Thir growing work for much thir work outgrew
‘The hands dispatch of two Gardning so wide
And Ewe first to her Husband thus began

Adam, well may we laboun sull to dress
This Garden, still to tend Plant, Heib and Flour
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Qur pleasant tash enjoy nd but ull more hands
Adus the werl under our labour grows
Luvurious by restrmnt what weby day
Lop ot ergrown or prune or prop or bnd .10
Onemght or tw 0 with wanton growth dendes
Tending to wikde Thou therefore now adiise
Orhear what to my mund first thoughts present
Let us drvide our Jabours thou where choice
Leadsthee or where most needs whether o wind
The Woodbnie round this Arbour or direct
The clasping hie where to chmb while I
In yonder Spring of Roses mtermut
With Ay rtle find what to redress nll Noon
For whife so near each other thus all day .0
Our tash we cheose what wonder sf so near
Looks antervenc and soules or object new
Casual discourse draw on which internnts
Qur day es work brought to hdde though begun
karhy andth hourof §npper comes unean
To whom mld answer Adan: thus return d
Sole £ ¢ Assocnate sole to me beyond
Compare abay ¢ all kving Creatures deare
Well hast thou motion d wel thy thoughts implos d
How v e might best fulfill the work which here ~3T
God hath assign d us nor of me shalt pass
Unpraisd {for nothung loveher can be found
In woman then to studie houshold gaod
And good worhes sn her Husband to promore
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord xmposd
Labour 3sto debarr us whenweneed
Refreshment whether food or talk between
Food of the mind or this s eet intercourse
Of looks and smules for smules from Reason flow
To brute dens d and are of Love the food 0
Lave net the low est end of human hfe
For not to irhsom totde but to dehight
He made us and delight to Reason joyn d
“These paths and Bow ers deubx not but our joy nt hands
Wilt keep from W slderness vath ease as wide
Asweneed walk ol younger hands ere long
Assistus Bur of much comerse perhaps
Thee satwate to short absence I could s eild
For solitude somumies 15 best socsetie
And short retirernent urges swect rerume -f0
But other doube possesses me east harmn
Befall thec sever d from me for thou hnowst
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What hath bin warn'd us, what malicious Toe

Lnvying our happiness, and of hus own

Desparring, sechs to work us w o and shame

By sly assault, and somw here mgh at hand

Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find

His wish and best ady antage, us asunder,

Hopeless to circums ent us joynd, where cach

To other speedie arde mught lend at need, 260

Whether his first design be to withdraw

Our fealtic from God, or to disturb

Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no bliss

Lnjoy’d by us excites hus env1e more,

Or this, or w orse, leave not the faithful side

That gave thee being, sul shades thee and protects

The Wife, where danger or dishonour lurks,

Safest and scemhiest by her Husband staies,

‘Who guards her, or with her the worst endures
To whom the Virgin Majestie of Eve,

As one who loves, and some unkindness meets,

‘With sweet austeer composure thus reply’d
Ofspring of Heav’n and Earth, and all Earths Lord

That such an Cnemie we have, who seeks

Our ruin, both by thee mnformd I learne,

And from the parting Angel over-heard

As n a shadte nook I stood behind,

Just then returnd at shut of Evering Flours

But that thou shouldst my firmness therfore doubt

To God or thee, because we have a foe 280

May tempt 1t, I expected not to hear

His violence thou fearst not, being such,

As wee, not capable of death or paine,

Can etther not receave, or can repell

His fraud 1s then thy fear, which plan inferrs

Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love

Can by his fraud be shal’n or seduc’t,

Thoughts, which how found they harbour 1n thy brest,

Adanz, missthought of her to thee so dear?
To whom with healing words Adam reply’d 290

Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve,

For such thou art, from sin and blame entire

Not diffident of thee do I dissuade

Thy absence from my sight, but to avord

Th’ attempt 1t self, intended by our Foe

For hee who tempts, though 1 vain, at least asperses

The tempted with dishonour foul, suppos’d

Not mncorruptible of Faith, not prooft
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Agamst temptation thou thy self wath scorne
And anger wouldst resent the offer d wrong 300
Though neffectual found misdeem not then
If such affront I labour to avert
From thee alone which on us both at once
The Enemic though bold will hardly dare
Or daning first on mee th_assault shall hght
Nor thou lus malice and false gmle contemn
Suttle he needs must be who could seduce
Angels nor think superfluous others aid
I from the mfluence of thv looks receave
Access 1n every Vertue 1n thy sight 3t0
More wise more watchful stronger 1f need were
Of outward strength  while shame thou looking on
Shame to be overcome or over reacht
Would utmost vigor raise and rais d umte
‘Why shouldst not thott like sense within thee feel
‘When I am present and thy tral choose
With me best witness of thy Vertue tn d
So spake domesticl Adanzin his care
And Matnimorual Love but Eze whe thought
Less attnibuted to her Faith sincere 3.0
Thus her reply with accent sweet renewd
1f thus be our condition thus to dwell
In narrow circwt strait nd by a Foe
Suttle or violent wenot endud
Single with Ithe defence wheres er met
How are we happie stllin fear of harm®
But harm precedes not sin_onely our Foe
Tempting affronts us wich his foul esteem
Of our integniue hus foul esteeme
Sticl s no dishonor on our Front but turns 330
Foul on himself then wherfore shund or feard
By us® who rather double honour gaine
From his surrse prov d false finde peace withm,
Favour from He1y n our witness from th event
And whatis Fath Love Vertue unassaid
Alone without extenior help sustaind?
Let us not then suspect our happte State
Left so imperfet by the Maker wisc
As not secure to single or combin d.
Tratle 1s our happiness, if this be so 290
And Eden werc no Eden thus expos d.
To whom thus Adam fervent f rephd
O WV oman best are all things as the will
Of God ordand them hus ereating hand
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Nothing imperfet or deficient left

Of all that he Created, much less Man,

Or ought that might hus happic State secure,
Secure from outw ard force, within himself
The danger lics, y et Iies within hus power
Aganst lus will he can receav e no harme

But God left free the YWill, for what obeyes
Reason, 1s free, ind Reason he made night

But bid her well beware, and still erect,

Least by some fure appeering good surpris'd
She dictate false, and missinforme the Will
To do what God expressly hath forbid

Not then mistrust, but tender love enjoynes,
That I should mind thee oft, 1nd nmund thou me
Tirm we subsist, yet possible to swerte,

Since Reason not impossibly may meet

Some specious object by the Toe subornd,
And fall into deception un1w are,

Not heeping strictest watch, as she was warnd
Sech not temptation then, which to avoide
‘Were better, and most hikelic if from mee
Thousevernot Tral will come unsought
Wouldst thou approy ¢ thy constancie, approve
First thy obedience, th’ other who can know,
Not seeing thee attempted, who attest?

But if thou think, trial unsought may finde
Us both securer then thus warnd thou seemst,
Go, for thy stay, not free, absents thee more,
Go 1n thy native innocence, relte

On what thou hast of vertue, summon all,

For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine

So spake the Patriarch of Mankinde, but Eve
Persisted, yet submuss, though last, replr'd
With thy permission then, and thus forewarnd
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words
Touchd onely, that our trial, when least sought,
May finde us both perhaps farr less prepar'd,
The willinger I goe, nor much expect
A Foe so proud will first the weaker seek,
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse
Thus saying, from her Husbands hand her hand

Soft she withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymph hght

Otead or Dryad, or of Delia’s Trarne,

Betook her to the Groves, but Delit’s self

In gate surpass’d and Goddess-like depott,
Though not as shee with Bow and Quiver armd,
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But with such Gardatng Tools as Art yet rude
Guildess of fire had formd or Angels brought

To Pides or Ponrona thusadornd

I thest she scemd Pomona when she fled

¥ ertummus o to Ceres i her Pame

et Virgin of Proserpmafrom Jo e

Her fong with ardent Jook hus Ey e pursu d

Deh hted bur destring more her stay

Oft hie 10 her lus charge of quick retume
Repeated shee to lumasoftengag d 400
Tobe recumnd by Noon amud the Bowre,

And all things m best order to mvite

Noontide repast or Afternoons repose

QO muchdecean d much faing hapless Cre

Of thy presum & rerurn’ e ent pert erse!

Thou never from that houre i Paradise

Foundst esther sweet repast or sound repose

Such ambush hid among sw ect Flours and Shades
W arted with hellish rancor smaunent

Tomtereept thy way or send thee back 420
Despoild of Innocence of Fath of Bliss

Tornow and since first break of dawne the Fiend
Aeer Schcnt mappearance forth was come

And on his Quest where hlehest he mught finde
The ooely twe of Mankinde butin them

Thew hofc scluded Race s purposd prey

In Bow reand T'ield he sought whereany wft

Of Grove or Garden Plot more pleasant lay

Thur tendance or Plantation for delight

By Fountun or by shadie Rivuler s
Hle soupht them both bue wish d his hap nughe find
L separate hewnh d but not with hope

Of what so seldom chane d whento his wish
Toond ushape Feeseparate he spres

\ eif & in a2 Cloud of Fragrance where she stood
11if spid so thick the Roses bushing round

About herglowd afestooping to support

Tach Tlour of slender stalh whose head though gay
Carmition Purple Azure orspectwiah Gald
Hung deeopiag unsustained shem she upstares 430
Centh with Virtle band mindiess the winle
Herself though farest unsupported Flour

From her best prop sa fare and storm 50 mgh.
Neerer he drew and imany a walh rrversd

Of strtehest Covert Cedar Pine or Palme

Then voluble and bold, now Ind now scen

x
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Among thich-wov’n Arborets and I'lours
Imborderd on each Banl, the hand of Lve
Spot more deltcious then those Gardens feign’d
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renownd 440
Alemous, host of old Laertes Son,
Or that, not My stic, where the Sapient King
Held dalliance with hus faire Lgy ptran Spouse
Much hee the Place admur’d, the Person more
As one who long i populous City pent,
Where Houses thick and Sewers annoy the Aure,
Forth 1ssuing on a Summers Morn to breathe
Among the pleasant Villages and Farmes
Adjoynd, from each thing met conceaves delight,
The smell of Gramn, or tedded Grass, or Kine 450
Or Daurse, each rural sight, each rural sound,
If chance with Nymphlike step fair Virgim pass,
What pleasing seemd, for her now pleases more,
She most, and n her looks summs all Dehght
Such Pleasure took the Serpent to behold
This Tlourie Plat, the sweet recess of Eve
Thus earhie, thus alone, her Heav’nly forme
Angelic, but more soft, and Feminine,
Her graceful Innocence, her every Aire
Of gesture or lest action overawnd 460
His Malice, and with rapine sweet bereav’d
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought
That space the Evil one abstracred stood
From his own evil, and for the time remaind
Stupidly good, of enmitie disarm’d,
Of guile, of hate, of envie, of revenge,
But the hot Hell that alwayes in him burnes,
Though 1n mid Heav’n, soon ended hus delight,
And tortures him now maore, the more he sees
Of pleasure not for im ordain’d then soon 470
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts
Of muschief, gratulating, thus excites
Thoughts, whither have ye led me, with w hat sw eet
Compulsion thus transported to forget
What hither brought us, hate, nor love, nor hope
Of Paradise for Hell, hape here to taste
Of pleasure, but all pleasure to destroy,
Save what 15 1n destroying, other joy
To me s lost Then let me not let pass
Occaston which now smules, behold alone 480
The Woman, opportune to all attempts,
Her Husband, fgr 1 view far round, not nigh,
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‘Whose higher intellectual more I shun
Andstrength of courage hautte and of hmb
Heroic built though o terrestrial mould
Foe not informidable exempt from wound
Inot so much hath Hell debas d and paine
Infeebl d me to whatIwasin Heav n
Shee fair divinely fair fir Love for Gods
Not ternble though terrour bein Love
And beautie not approacht by stronger hate
Hate stronger under shew of Love well feign d
The way which to her rum now I tend

So spake the Enemue of Mankind enclos d
In Serpent Inmate bad and toward Eve
Address d hus way not with indented wave
Prone on the ground as since but on his reare
Circular base of rising foulds that tour d
Fould above fould a surging Maze his Head
Crested aloft and Carbuncle his Eyes
‘With burmsht Necl. of verdant Gold erect
Anudst hus circling Spires that on the grass
Floted redundant pleasmg was his shape
Andlovely never since of Serpent hind
Loveber not those that in [llyra chang d
Hernnone and Cadmus or the God
In Epidaurus nor to which transformd
Ammioman Jove or Capitoline was seen
Hee with Olympras this with her who bore
Sespro the highth of Rome With tract oblique
At first as one who sought zccess but feard
Tonterrupt side long he works his way
Aswhen a Ship by skilful Stearsman wrought
Nigh Rrvers mouth or Foreland where the Wind
‘Veres oft as oft so steers and shafts her Saile
So vaned hee and of hus tortuous Tramne
Curld many a wanton wreath insight of Eve
“To lure her Eye shee busied heard the sound
Of rusling Leaves but minded not asusd
To such disport before her through the Field
From every Beast more duteous at her call
Then at Circean call the Herd disguis d
Hee boulder now uncall d before her stood
But asin gaze admunng Oft he bowd
His turret Crest, and sleek en1mel d Neck
Fawning, and lick d the ground whereon she trod.
His gentle dumb expression turn d at length
TheEycof Lietomark hisplay heglad
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Of her attention gaind, with Serpent Tongue
Organic, or impulse of voel Aur, 530
His fraudulent temptation thus began

Wonder not, sormn Mistress, if perhaps
Thou canst, who art sole Wonder, much less arm
Thy looks, the Heas 'n of mildness,  ich disdatn,
Displeas d that T approach thee thus, and gaze
Insatiate, I thus single, nor have feard
Thy awful brow, more aw ful thus retn’d
Fairest resemb'ance of thy Mal er fure,
Thee all things I ing gaze on, all things thine
By gift, and thy Celestial Beautte adore 540
With ravishment beheld, there best beheld
Where unn ersally admir’d but here
In this enclosure wild, these Beasts among,
Beholders rude, and shallow to discerne
Half what in thee 1s fair, one man except,
‘Who sees thee® (and what 1s one®) w lgo shouldst be seen
A Goddess 1mong Gods, ador’d and serv’d
By Angels numberless, thy daily Train

So gloz'd the Tempter, and his Proem tun’d,
Into the Heart of Eve his words made way, 550
Though at the voice much marveling, at length
Not unamnz’d she thus n answer spake
‘What may this mean® Language of Man pronounc’t
By Tongue of Brute, and human sense exprest?
The first at lest of these I thought denr’d
To Beasts, whom God on thir Creation-Day
Created mute to all aruculat sound,
The latter I demurre, for m thir looks
Much reason, and 1n thir actions oft appeers
Thee, Serpent, suttlest beast of all the field 560
1 knew, but not with human voice endu’d,
Redouble then this miracle, and say,
How cam’st thou speakable of mute, and how
‘To me so friendly grown above the rest
Of brutal kind, that daily are 1n sight?
Say, for such wonder claims attention due

To whom the gwleful Tempter thus reply’d
Empress of this fair World, resplendent Eve,
Taste to mee 1t 15 to tell thee all
‘What thou commandst and night thou shouldst be

obeyd 570

I was at first as other Beasts that graze
The trodden Herb, of abject thoughts and low,
Aswns my food, nor aught but food discern’d
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Or Sex and apprehended nothing high
Thll on a day roaving the field I'chancd
A goodly Tree farr distant to behold
Loaden with frurt of fairest colours mixt
Ruddie and Gold Inearer drew to gaze
When from the boughes a savorie odour blow n
Grateful to a?pente more pleas d my sense
Then smell of swectest Fenel or the Teats
Of Ew e or Goat dropping with Milk at Eevn
Unsuel t of Lamb or kad' that tend ther play
To sausfie the sharp desire I had
Of tasting those fair Apples I resolv d
Not to deferr hunger and thirst at once
Powerful perswaders quich nd at the scent
Of that alluring fruie urg d me so heene
About the Mosste Trunk I wound me soon
For high from ground the branches would require
Thy utmost reach or Adams Round the Tree
All'other Beasts that saw with like desire
Longimng and envying stood but could not reach
Amud the Tree now got where plentie hung
Tempung so migh to pluck and eat my fill
I'spar d not_for such pleasure ull that hour
At Feed or Fountamn never had I found
Sated at length ere long I might perceave
Strange alteration 1n me to degree
Of Reason 1n my inward Powers and Speech
Wanted not long though to ths shape retaind
Thenceforth to Speculations high or deep
T turnd my thoughts and with capacious mind
Considerd all things vistble in Heay n
Or Farth or Middle all things fair and good
But all that fair and good i thy Disine
Semblance and 1n thy Beauttes heav nly Ray
United I beheld no Fair to thine
Lqunalent or second which compel d
Mee thus though importunc perhaps to come
And gaze and worship thee of right declar d
So ran of Creatures umiversal Dame
So talk d the spirited sly Snake and Lze
Yer more amaz d unwarie thus reply d
Serpent thy overprasing leaves in doube
“The vertue of that Frie 1n thee ﬁmrrm d
Bursay where grows the Tree from hence fiow far?
For many 2re the Trees of God that grow
In Paradise and vanous yetunknown
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To us, 1n such sbundance lies our choice, 620
As leaves 1 greater store of Frust untoucht,
Sull hanging mcorrupuble, ull men
Grow up to thir provision, 1nd more hands
Help to disburden Nature of her Bearth
To whom the wilic Adder, blithe and gld
Empress, the way 15 readie, and not long,
Beyond a row of Myrtles, ona Flat,
Tast by a Fountain, onc small Thickhet past
Of blowing Myrrh and Balme, 1f thou accept
My conducr, { can bung thee thither soon 630
Lead then, sad Lve Hee leading swifdy rowld
In tangles, and made intricate seem stran,
To muischief swift Hope clevatcs, and joy
Dright’ns Ius Crest, as when a wandrning Fire
Compact of unctuous vapor, which the Night
Condenses, and the cold mvirons round,
Kindi’d through agitation to a Flame,
Which oft, they say, some evil Spint atrends,
Hovenng and blazing with delusive Lagh,
Misleads th’ amaz’d Night-wanderer from hisway 640
To Boggs and Mires, & oft through Pond or Poole,
‘There swallow’d up and lost, from succour farr
So ghster’d the dire Snake, and into fraud
Led Eve our credulous Mother, to the Tree
Of prohibition, root of all our woe,
Which swhen she saw, thus to her guide she spake
Serpent, we mught have spar’d our comng hither,
Frunless to me, though Fruir be here to excess,
The credit of whose vertue rest with thee,
‘Wondrous indeed, if cause of such effects 650
But of this Tree we may not taste nor touch,
God so commanded, and left that Command
Sole Daughter of his voice, the rest, we hive
Law to our selves, our Reason 15 our Law
To whom the Tempter guilefully repl’d
Indeed? hath God then said that of the Fruie
Of all these Garden Trees ye shall not eate,
¥et Lords declar'd of all in Larth or Aire?
To whom thus Eve yet sinless Of the Fruit
Of each Tree m the Garden we may eate, 660
But of the Fruir of this farr Tree amudst
The Garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eate
Thereof, nor shall ye touch 1t, least ye die
She scarse had said, though brief, when now more bold
The Tempter, but with shew of Zeale and Love
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To Man and indignation at hus wrong
New part puts on_and as to passion mov d
Fluctuats disturbd yet comely and in act
Rassd as of som great matter to begin
As when of old som Orator renound
In Athens or free Rome where Lloquence
Flounishd since mute to som great cause addrest
Stood n humself collected while each part
Motion each act won audience ere the tongue
Somtimes in highth began as no dela
Of Preface brooking through his 7::(0f Right
So standing moting or to highth upgrown
The Tempter all impassiond thus began

O Sacred Wise and Wisdom grving Plant
Mother of Science Now 1 feel thy Power
Within me cleere not onely to discerne
Things in thir Causes but o trace the wayes
Of huighest Agents deemd however wise
Queen of this Untverse doe not believe
Those ngid threats of Death 3 e shall not Die
How should y ¢ by the Fruie? st gis es y ou Life
To hnowledge By the Threatner® look on mee
Mee who have touch d and tasted y et both live
And hfe more perfer have attamnd then Fare
Meant mee by ventring higher thenmy Lot
Shall that be shut to Aan which to tlie Beast
Is open® or will God ncense his ire
For such a petry Trespass and not prase
Rather y our dauntless vertue whom the pan
Of Death denounc t whatever thing Death be
Deterrd not from atchieving what mught leade
To happrer life knowledge of Good and Evil
Of good how just? of estl if whatis evil
Be real why not known since easter shunnd?
God therefore cannot hurt ye and be just
Not just, not God not feard then nor obeird
Your feare 1t self of Death remoyes the feare
WVhy then was this forbid® Why but to 1we
Why bur to kccpg ¢ low and ignorant
His worshippers he knows that in the da
Y Eate thereof ) our Ey es that scem so cleere
Yetare bur dim shall perfetly be then
Op nd and cleerd and y ¢ shall be as Gods
knowing both Good and Evil as they hnow
Thaty e should beas Gods, sitnce 1 as Man,
Internal Man 1s but proportion mect,
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I of brute human, vee of human Gods
So yeshall die perhaps, by putting off
Human, to put on Gods, death to be wisht,

Though threat'nd, which no worse then this can bring

And what are Gods that Man may not become
As they, participating God-like food®
The Gods are first, ind that ady antage use
On our beltef, that Il from them proceeds,
1 question 1t, for this farr Carth T see,
Warnt'd by the Sun, producing every ! 1nd,
Them nothing If they all things, who enclos’d
Knowledge of Good and Evil in this Tree,
That whoso eats thereof, forthwith attuns
‘Wisdom without their leav ¢® and wherein ltes
Th’ offence, that Man should thus attain to know
‘What can your I nowledge hurt him, or this Tree
Impart agamnst his wall 1f all be his*
Or 15 1t envie, and can envie dwell
In heav'nly brests® these, these and many more
Causes import y our need of this farr Frue
Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste

He ended, and his words replete with guile
Into her heart too easte entrance won
Fnut on the Fruit she gaz'd, which to behold
Might tempt alone, and 1n her ears the sound
Yet rung of his perswasive words, impregn’d
‘With Reason, to her seeming, and wich Truth,
Meanwhile the hour of Noon drew on, and wak’d
An eager appeute, rais’d by the smell
So savorne of that Fruit, which with desire,
Inchinable now grown to touch or taste,
Sollicited her longing eye, yet first
Paustng a whule, thus to her self she mus'd

Great are thy Vertues, doubtless, best of Fruits,
Though kept from Man, & worthy to be admir’d,
‘Whose taste, too long forborn, at first assay
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught
The Tongue not made for Speech to speak thy praise
Thy praise hee also who forbids thy use,
Conceales not from us, narung thee the Tree
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil,
Forbids us then to taste, but his forbidding
Commends thee more, while 1t inferrs the good
By thee communicated, and our want
For good unknown, sure 1s not had, or had
And yet unknown, 1s as not had at all
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In plain then what forbids he but to I now
Forbtds us good forbids us to be wise?
Such prohubitions binde not Butif Death 760
Bind us with after bands what profits then
Our mward freedom® In the day we eate
Of thus fair Frit our doom s we shall dre
How dies the Serpent® hee hath eat n and lives
And knows and speaks and reasons and discernes
Trrational till then For us alone
‘Was death mvented® or to us dent d
Thus tellectual food for beasts reserv d°
For Beasts it seems  y et that one Beast which first
Hath tasted envies not but brings with joy 770
The good befall n him Author unsuspect
Fncndxlly toman farr from deceit or guile
‘What fear I then rather what know to feare
Under this ignorance of Good and Ex1l
Of God or Death of Law or Penalte?
Here grows the Cure of all this Fruit Divine
Fair to the Eye mvitng to the Taste
Of vertue to make wise what hinders then
To reach and feed at once both Bodie and Mlind?

So saying her rash hand i evil hour 780
Forth reaching to the Fruit she pluck d she eat
Earth felt the wound and Nature from her seat
Sighing through all her Works gave signs of woe
‘That all was lost. Back to the Thicket stunl
The gumlue Serpent and well might forE e
Intent now wholly on her taste naught clse
Regarded such delight ull then as seemd
In Fruie she never tasted whether true
Or fansied so through expectatton high
Of knowledg nor was God head from her thought 790
Greedily she ingorg d without restramnt
And knew not eating Death Satrate at lengch
And hight nd as with Wine jocond and boon
Thus to her self she pleasingly began

O Sovran vertuous precious of all Trees
In Paradise of operution blest
To Sapience hitherto obscur d infam d
And thy fair Frutt let hang as to no end
Crc:ncg but henceforth my early care
ot without Song each Morning and due prase  §o0
Shall tend thee and the fert! burden ease
Of thy full branches offer d free to all
Till dieted by thee I grow mature
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In know ledge, as the Gods who all things know,
Though others envie what they cannorgne,
T'or had the gift bin theurs, 1t had not here
Thus grown Expertence, next to thee I owe,
Best guide, not follow ing thee, I had remand
In 1gnornce, thou op’nst Wisdoms way,
And gn st access, though secret she retre
And I perhaps am secrer, Heav’n 1s high,
High and remote to sce from thence distinet
Lach thing on Earth, and other care perhaps
May have diverted from conunual watch
Our great Forbrdder, safe wath all his Spies
About im But to Adanr in what sort
Shall T appeer> shall I to him make known
Asyetmy change, and give hum to partake
Full happiness with mee, or rather not,
Bur] ecp the odds of Knowledge in my power
Without Copartner? so to add what wants
In Femal Ses, the more to draw his Love,
And render me more equal, and perhaps,
A thing not undesirable, somtime
Supcnior for infernior who 1s free?
This may be well but what:f God haveseen
And Death ensue® then I shall be no more,
And Adamn wedded to another Eve,
Shall live with her enjoying, I exunct,
A death to think Confirm’d then I resolve,
Adam shall share with me 1 bliss or woe
So dear I love him, that with hum all deaths
I could endure, without him Live no Iife

So saying, from the Tree her step she turnd,
But first low Reverence don, as to the power
That dwelt within, whose presence had infus’d
Into the plant sciential sap, deriv’d
T'rom Nectar, drink of Gods Adanz the while
Waiting desirous her return, had wove
Of choicest Flours a Garland to adorne
Her Tresses, and her rural labours crown
As Reapers oft are wont thir Harvest Queen
Great joy he promss’d to hus thoughts, and new
Solace 1n her return, so long delay’d,
Yet oft his heart, divine of somthing 1l
Misgave lum, hee the fanltring measure felt,
And forth to meet her went, the way she took
“That Morn when first they parted, by the Tree
Of Knowledge he must pass, there he her met,
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Scarse from the Tree returning 1n her hand 850
A bough of farest frut thar dowrue smil d
New gatherd and ambrosial smell diffus d
To him she hasted 1n her face excuse
Came Prologue and Apologie to prompt
‘Which with bland words at will she thus addrest

Hast thou not wonderd Adam atmy stay>
Thee I have musst and thought itlong deprn d
Thy rPrt:scm:c agone of love nll now
Not telr nor shall be twice for never more
Mean I to trte what rash untn d I sought 850
The pame of absence from thy sight But strange
Hath bin the cause and wonderful to heare
This Tree 1s not as we are told a Tree
Of danger tasted nor to evil unknown
Op nung the way but of Divine effect
To open Eyes and make them Gods who taste
And hath bin tasted such the Serpent wise
Or not restramnd 2s wee or not obeying
Hath eat n of the friir and 1s become
Not dead as we are threatn d but thenceforth 870
Endu d with human voice and human sense
Reasoning to admuration and with mee
Perswasively hath so prevaild that 1
Havc also tasted and have also found
Th effects to correspond opener mine Eyes
Dunm erst dilated Spirits ampler Heart
And growing up to Godhead which for thee
Chefly I souﬁht without thee can despise
For bliss as thou hast part to me 1s bliss
Tedious unshar d with thee and odious soon 880
Thou therfore also taste that equal Lot
May joyne us equal Joy asequal Love
1 east thou not tasung different degree
Disjovne us and I then too late renounce
Daitie for thee when Fate will not permut

‘Thus Eve with Countnance blithe her storie told
But 1n her Cheek distemper flushing glowd
On th other ssde Adanr soon as he heard
The fatal Trespass doneby Lre amazd
Astonied stood and Blank” while horror chill 890
Ran through s vewns and ll his joy nts relax d
Trom his stack hand the Garland wreath d for Eve
Down drop d and all the faded Roses shed
Specechless he stood and pale ull thus atlength
First to Tumself he inward silence broke
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O fairest of Creation, last and best
Of all Gods Worl s, Creaturc 1n whom excell’d
Whatever can to sight or thought be formd,
Holy, divine, good, anuable, or sweet!
How art thou lost, how on 1 sudden lost,
Defac’t, deflourd, and now to Death devote?
Rather how hast thou y eelded to transgress
The strict forbiddance, how to wiolate
The sacred Fruit forbidd’n' som cursed fraud
Of Enemze hath begwil'd thee, yet unl nown,
And mee with thee hath rmind, for with thee
Certain my resolution 1s to Die,
How can I live without thee, how forgoe

Thy sweet Converse and Love so dearly joyn'd,

To Inne again in these wilde Woods forlorn®
Should God create another Eze, and I
Another Rib afford, yet loss of thee
‘Would never from my heart, no no, I feel
The Link of Nature draw me Flesh of Flesh,
Bone of my Bone thou art, and from thy State
Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe

So having said, as one from sad dismay
Recomforted, and after thoughts disturbd
Submitting to what seemd remediless,
Thus 1 calme mood his Words to Eve he turnd

Bold deed thou hast presum’d, adventrous Eve

And peril great provok’t, who thus hast dar'd
Had 1t bin onely coveting to Eye

That sacred Fruut, sacred to 1bstinence,
Much more to taste 1t under banne to touch
But past who can recall, or don undoe?

Not God Ommpotent, nor Fate, yet so
Perhaps thou shalt not Die, perhaps the Fact
Is not so hainous now , foretasted Fruit,
Profan’d first by the Serpent, by him first
Made common and unhallowd ere our taste,
Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet hves,
Laves, as thou sardst, and gaines to hive as Man
Higher degree of Lafe, inducement strong
To us, as likely tasung to attaine
Proportional ascent, which cannot be

But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods

Nor can I thinl that God, Creator wise,
Though threatrung, will 1n earnest so destioy
Us his prime Creatures, digmifi'd so hugh,
Set over all hus Works, which 1n our Fall,
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For us created needs with us must faile

Dependent made so God shall uncreate

Be frustrate do undo and labour loose

Not well conceav d of God who though his Power

Creaton could repeate yet would beloath

Us to abolish least the Adversary

Trumph andsay Fickle their State whom God

Most Favors who can please um long? Mee firse

He ruind now Manlund whom will he neat?

Matter of scorne not to be given the Foe

However I with thee have fixe my Lot

Certain to undergoe like doom 1f Death

Consort with thee Death 1s to mee as Life

So forable within my heart 1 feel

The Bond of Nature draw me to my owne

My ownn thee for what thou art 1s mine

Our State cannot be severd we are one

One Flesh to loose thee were to loose my self
Sa Adam and thus Eze to hum reph d

O glorious trial of exceedng Love

Tllustsious evidence exsmple gh!

In§ngmg me to emulate, but short

Of thy perfection how shall Lattaine

Adam trom who ¢ deare side T boast me sprung

And gladly of our Union heare thee speak

One Heart one Soul nboth whereof good prooff

This day affords declanng thee resolvd

Rather then Death or aught then Death more dread

Shall separate us hnktin1 ove so deare

To undergoe with mee one Gult one Crime

If any be of tasung this fasr Frunt

Whose sertue for of good sull good procecds

Duirect or by occasion hath presented

Thus happse tnal of thy Love which else

Sa eminently never had binknown

Were 1t I thoughe Death memc € would ensue

“This my artempt [ would sustain alone

The worst and not perswade thee rather die

Deserted then oblige thee witha fact

Pernicious to thy Peace chuefly assur d

Rmml\am{’s: ate of thy so true

So fahiul Love unequald buel fecd

Tarr otheruise th event, not Death but 1 ife

Aurmented op nd Ly s, new Hopes, new Joves

Tasteso Divine that what of sweet before

Hath toucht my sense, flat scems to this and harsh
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On my experience, Adamy, freely taste,
And fear of Death delver to the Windes
So saying, she embrac’d lum, and for joy 990
Tenderly wcPt, much won that he his Love
Had so enobl’d, as of choice to incurr
D ine displeasure for her salee, or Death
In recompence (for such complance bad
Such recompence best merits) from the bough
She gave lum of that fair enticing Frue
With Iiberal hand he scrupl'd not to eat
Against his better knowledge, not deceav’d,
But fondly overcome with Femal charm
Earth trembl’d from her entrails, as again 1000
In pangs, and Nature gave a second groan,
Skie low r'd, and muttertng Thunder, som sad drops
‘Wept at compleatng of the mortal Sin
Onigmal, while Adan: took no thought,
Eating hss fill, nor Eve to 1terate
Her former trespass fear’d, the more to soothe
Him with her lov'd societie, that now
As with new Wine mtovicated both
They swim 1n murth, and fansie that they feel
Divinitie within them breeding wings 1010
Wherewth to scorn the Earth  but that false Fruit
Farr other operatton first displaid,
Carnal desire enflaming, hee on Eve
Began to cast lascivious Lyes, she him
As wantonly repaid, in Lust they burne
Tl Adam thus ’gan Eve to dalhance move
Eve, now I see thou art exact of taste,
And elegant, of Sapience no small part,
Since to each meaning savour we apply,
And Palate call judicrous, I the praise 1020
Yeild thee, so well this day thou hast purvey’d
Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstain’d
From this dehghtful Fruit, nor known till now
True relish, tasting, if such pleasure be
In things to us forbidden, 1t might be w ish’d,
For this one Tree had bin forbidden ten
But corme, so well refresh’t, now let us play,
As meet 15, after such delicious Fare,
For never did thy Beautie since the day
I saw thee first and wedded thee, adorn’d 1030
‘With all perfections, so enflame my sense
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now
Than ever bountie of this vertuous Tree
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Sosad he and forbore not glance or toy
Of amorous muent well understoos
Of Eve whose Ly e darted contagious Fire
Her hand he seis d and to 4 shadie bank
Thich overhead with verdant roof unbows d
He led her nothing loath Flouss were the Couch
Panstes and Violets and Asphode!
And Hyacmth Earths freshest softest lap
There they thir fill of Love and Loves dxsFort
Taak largely of thir mutual guilt the Seale
The solace of thir sin ull dewiesleep
Oppress d them wearied wish thir amorous play
Soon as the foree of that fallacious Frun
That with exhilerating vapour bland
About thir spirits had plaid and inmost powers
Made erre was now exhal d and grosser steep
Bred of unhindly fumes wnh conscious dreams
Tncumberd now had left them up they rose
As from unrest and each the other vewmg
Soon found thir Lyes how op nd and thir minds
How dark nd nnocence thatasaveile
Had shadow d them from hnowmngill wasgon
Just fidence and natie ng
And honour from shout them naked left
To gulte shame hee corer d but hus Robe
Uncover d more So rose the Damrse strong
Herculean Samson from the Harlot lap
Of P/ istean Dalidaly and wak d
Sharn of fus strengeh They destirute and bare
Of all thir vertue sifent and n face
Confounded long they sate as struch n mute
Tl Adem though not less then Zre abasht
At length gay c utterance to these s ords constrand

O &re m cvil hour thou didst g o eare
To that false WWorm of whomsoes er taught
To coumerfet Mans vorce true sn our all
Talse sn our pronus d Rusng_ since our Ly es
Op nd we find indeed 2nd find we hnaw
Bath Good and Evsl Good Jost and 1 11i got
Bad F nut of honowledge if thisbe to hnow
Whichlavesus mkcdg thus of Honowryoud
Of Innocence of Tanh of Puritie
Our wonted Ornaments now soild and staind
And 15 our Faces evadent the signes
Of foul concupiscence shence esd store
I ven shame tift last of exils of the fire
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Be sure then How shall I behold the face 1080
Henceforth of God or Angel, earst with joy
And rapture so oft beheld” those heav'nly shapes
‘Will dazle now this earthly, with thir blaze
Insufferably bright O might L here
In solitude live savage, 1n some glade
Obscur’d, where highest Woods impenetrable
To Starr or Sun-hght, spread thir umbrage broad,
And brown as Evening  Cover me ye Pines,
Ye Cedars, with mnumerible boughs
Hide me, where I may never see them mote 1090
But let us now, as 1n bad plight, devise
‘What best may for the present serve to hide
The Parts of cach from other, that scem most
T'o shame obnoxious, and unseemliest scen,
Some Tree whose broad smooth Leav es together sowd,
And girded on our loyns, may cover round
Those midde parts, that this new commet, Shame,
There st not, and reproach us as unclean
So counsel’d hee, and both together went

Into the thichest Wood, there soon they chose 1100
The Igtree, not that kind for Fruit renown’d,
But such as at this day to Indins known
In Malabar or Decan spreds her Armes
Braunching so bread and long, that in the ground
The bended Twags take root, and Daughters grow
About the Mother Tree, a Pillard shade
High overarch’t, and echoing Walks between
There oft the Indian Herdsman shunning heate
Shelters 1n coole, and tends his pasturing Herds
At Loopholes cut through thickest shade Those

Leaves 1110
They gatherd, broad s Amuzoman Targe,
And with what slull they had, together sowd,
To gird thir waste, vamn Covering if to hude
Thir guilt and dreaded shame, O how unlike
To that first naked Glorie Such of late
Columbus found th’ American so girt
‘With featherd Cincture, naked else and wilde
Among the Trees on Iles and wood:e Shores
Thus fenc't, and as they thought, thir shame in part
Coverd, but not at rest or ease of Mind, 1120
They sate them down to weep, nor oncly Teares
Raind at thir Eyes, but hugh Winds worse within
Began to rise, high Passions, Anger, Hate,
Mistrust, Suspicton Discord, and shool sore
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Thir mward State of Mind calme Region once
And full of Peace now tost and turbulenc
For Understanding rul d not and the Wail
Heard nat her fore both 1 subjection now
To sensual Appente who from beneathe
Usurping ot er sor ran Reason clamd tize
Sx:fenur sway From thus distemperd bres
Adam estrang d i look and alterd sufe
Speech intermitted thus to Exe rencwd
‘Would thou hadst heark nd 70 my words & stad
Wathme aslbesonghtthee when tharstrange
Destre of wandring this unhappse Mo
1 know not whence possessd thee we had then
Remaind sull happie notas now despoitd
Of all our good sham d nabed muserable
Let none henceforth seeh needless cause to aptrmc 1240
The Faith they owe when eamestdy they sce
Such proof conclude they then begm ro faile
To whom seon mov d with touch of blame thus Eve
What words have past thy Lups Adamrservere
Tmput st thou that to my default or vull
Of wandenng asthou call sest which wha hnows
Buar nufht 2371t hav e happ nd thou beang by
Orto thy self perhaps hadst thou bin there
Or here th attempr thou could st not hate discernd
Fraud a the Serpent sEcnhng as e spahe 2250
o ground of enmutse betw cen us hnown
Why hee shonld mean mell or seeh fo harme
Was ¥to hav e never parted from thy side
As good have grown theresull a bscless Rib
Beng as1am why didst noc thou the Head
Command me sbsotutehy notto go
Gotng wnto such danger as thou sadse®
Too facif then thou didst nar much gainsay
N3y didst peromt approve and fair dismmse
Hadst then tun firm and fixt in thy dissent 1160
Nather had I cransgress d nor thou wirh mee
To whom then firve meenst Adans reph &
Is this the Love 1sths the recompence
Of mme ra thee ingrateful Lre exprest
Immutable s hen thow wert tost notl
Who rmight have in d and joy d smmontal bliss
Yerwallinghy chose rather Death with thee
Andam I now spbraded asthecanse
Of thy transgressine not encugh severe
Tescems m thy restrant what could T more 1~
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Iwarn'd thee, I admonish’d thee, foretold

The danger, and the lurhing Enemie

That lay 1 wait, beyond this had bin force,

And force upon free Wil hath here no place

But confidence then bore thee on, secure

Either to meet no danger, or to finde

Macter of glorious tnal, and perhaps

Lalso err’d 1n overmuch admiring

‘What seemd 1n thee so perfet, that I thought

No evil durst attempt thee, but I rue

That errour now, which 1s become my crime,

And thou th’ accuser Thus it shall befall

Him who to worth 1n Women overtrosting

Lets her Will rule, restraint she will not brook,

And left to her self, if evil thence ensue,

Shee first his weak mndulgence will accuse
Thus they 1n mutual accusation spent

The fruitless hours, but neither self-condemning,

And of thir vain contest appeer’d no end
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For Man, for of his state by this they knew,

Much wondning how the suttle Fiend had stoln

Entrance unseen Soon as th’ unw elcome news

Trom Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, displeas’d

All were who heard, dim sadness did not spare

That ume Celesual visages, yet mnt

With piue, violated not thir bliss

About the new-arrny d, iIn multitudes

Th’ ethereal People ran, to hear and know

How all befell tﬁey towards the Throne Supream

Accountable made haste to make appear

With righteous plea, thir utmost vigilance,

And easily approv d, when the most High

Eternal Father from his secret Cloud,

Amudst 1n Thunder utter’d thus hisvoice
Assembl’d Angels, and y e Powers return’d

From unsuccessful charge, be not dismaid,

Nor troubl’d at these dings from the Earth,

‘Which your sincerest care could not prevent,

Foretold so lately what would come to pass,

When first this Tempter cross’d the Gulf from Hell

T told ye then he should prevail and speed

On his bad Errand, Man should be seduc’t

And flatter’d out of all, believing hes

Against his Maker, no Decree of mine

Concurnng to necessitate hus Fall,

Or touch with hightest moment of impulse

His free Will, to her own incliming left

In even scale But fall'n he 15, and now

What rests, but that the mortal Sentence pass

On his trangression, Death denounc’t that day,

Which he presumes already van and voud,

Because not yet mflicted, as he fear’d,

By some immedate stroak, but soon shall find

Forbearance no acquittance ere day end

Justice shall not return as bountie scorn’d

But whom send I to judge them?® whom but thee

Vicegerent Son, to thee I have transferr’d

All Judgement, whether 1n Heav’n, or Earth, or Hell

Easie 1t may be seen that I ntend

Mercie collegue with Jusuce, sending thee

Mans Friend, tus Mediator, his design’d

Both Ransom and Redeemer voluntarne,

And destin’d Man himself to judge Man falln
So spake the Father, and unfoulding bright

Toward the nght hand his Glone, on the Son
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Blaz d forth unclouded Detuse he full
Resplendent all hus Tather £
E?mss d and thus drunely auswer d mufde
ather Lrernal dune is to decree

Aline both 11 Heav n and Earth to do chy will
Supream that thou m mee thy Sonbelov & 70
May st ever rest welt pleas d {goto judge
On Earth these thy sransgressors but thow hnowst
Whoever judg d the worst on mee must Jight,
When ume shaff be forso I undertoal
Before thee and not repenting thus obtame
Of nghrt that I may mmﬁgarc thir doom
Onmeden d yecIshall temperse
Justice wath Mercie as may dtustrate most
Them fully sausfied and chee np}])‘:ase
Auendance none shall need nor Train wherenone o
Are 1o behold the Judgement but the judg d
Thosetwo the third best absent 1s condemn ¢
Convict by flight and Rebel to all Lan
Canvicton to the Serpent none belongs

Thussaysng from his radeant Seathe sose
Of hagh cotlateral glone him Thrones and Pow ers
Princed and D
Accempanizd to Heaven Gate from whence
Eden nd alf the Coast i prospeet fa
Down he descended straie the spccdy of Gods g0
Trme counts ot though with swiftest musnates wing o
Now was the Sun 1n W estern cadence low
Trom Noon and gentle Asces due at thir hour
Ta fzn the Earth now wah & and usherin
The Eevmung conle when he from wrauth more coale
Came the muld Jadge and Intercessor both
Tosentence Man the soice of God they heard
Now walhing i the Garden by soft windes
Brought to thir Lars while day declind they heard
Ang from hus presence hud themsels es amon) 100
The tiuchest Trees beth Manand Wafe ult God
Apgmschmg shus to Adam cali d atoud

Where art thou Adamn wantwith joy fomeet
My comng seen faroff Taussthee here
“otpleasd thus entertaind with sobrude
Where obssous dutie cren ke !IPFCQY d unsaught
Or come 1 tess conspicutus or what change
Absents thee or what clance detains Come forth
Hecame and with him Exe more loth though first
Taoftend discount nanc tbath and discompesd 110
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Lov ¢ was not in thir looks, etther to God

Or to each other, but apparent guile,

And shame, and perturbation, and desp

aire,

Anger, and obstinacie, and hate, and guile

Whence Adam faultring long, thus answer’d brief

Theard thee in the Garden, and of thy voice
Affraid, being naked, hid my self To whom
The gractous Judge without revile reply’d

My voice thou oft hast heard, and hast not fear’d

But still rejoye’, how 1s 1t now become
So dreadful to thee? that thou art naked, who
Hath told thee? hast thou eaten of the Tree

Whereof I gave thee charge thou shouldst not eat?

To whom thus Adam: sore beset repl’'d
O Heav’n' 1n evil stratt this day I stand

Before my Judge, erther to undergoe
My self the total Crime, or to accuse
My other self, the partner of my life,

Whose fatling, while her Faith to me remaznes,

I should conceal, and not expose to blame

By my complaint, but strict necessitie

Subdues me, and calamitous constraint,
Least on my head both stn and punishment,

However insupportable, be all

Devolv’d, though should I hold my peace, yet thou

Wouldst easily detect what I conceale

This Woman whom thou mad’st to be my help,

And gav’st me as thy perfet gift, so good,

So fit, so acceptable, so Divine,

That from her hand I could suspect no1ll,

And what she did, whatever mn 1t self,
Her doing seem’d to justifie the deed,
Shee gave me of the Tree,and I did eat

(<

To whom the sovran Presence thus repl’d
Was shee thy God, that her thou didst obey

Before his voice, or was shee made thy
Superior, or but equal, that to her

Thou did’st resigne thy Manhood, and the Place
‘Wherein God set thee above her made of thee,

guide,

And for thee, whose perfection farr excell'd

Hers 1n all real digmuie Adornd
She was indeed, and lovely to attract

Thy Love, not thy Subjection, and her Gafts
‘Were such as under Government well seem’d,

Unseemly to beare rule, which wasthy
And person, had’st thou known thy sel

F::ght.
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Sa having sad he thus to Eve in few
Say Wommn what 1s this which thou hast done?

0 whorm sad Eve with shame nugh overwhelm d
Confessing soon y et not before her Judge 1.1
Bold or loquacious thus sbasht rephid
The Serpent me beguil d and I did cate

\Vhlcﬁ whenthe Lord God heaed without delay
To Judgement he proceeded on th accusd
Serpent though brute unable to transferre
The Guilt on Inm who made him wistrument
Of nuschief and poiluted from the end
Of hus Creation justly then accurst
As vinated 11 Nature more o know
Concern d not AMan (since he no further knew) ryo
Nor alter d lus offence yet God at Jasc
To Satan first 1n s fus doom apsly d
Though 11 my stenons terms judg d as then bese
And on the Serpent thus his curse let fall
Because thou hast done this thou art aceurst
Aborvealf Cattel each Beast of the Field
Upan thy Belfy groveling thou shale lg-uc
And dust shalt cat all the daysof thy Life
Betw een Thee and the Woman will pur
Enmutie and ber een thine and her Seed 180
Her Seed shafl bruise thy head thou bruse hus heel
So spahe this Oracle then venfi d
When fesus son of Mary sccond Tve
Saw Satan fall like Lightning down from Heav n
Prince of the Aire then nsing from hus Grase
Spaitd Prinespalines and Pov ers tonumphe
Inapen shew and with ascention baght
Captssaty led capune through the Aire
The Realme s¢ self of Soran long usarpt
Whom he shell tread at fase under our feet 190
Eevn hee who now foretald his £3tal brutse
And ro the W oman thus lus Sentence turn d
Thy sorrow i g ready mulophe
By thy Concepuen Cinldemn thou shalt bring
Iasarsow forth and ro thy Husbands will
Thine shall submut hee o1 or thee shall rule
On Adam tast thus judgement he pronounc d
Because thou has heark nd to the voicc of thy Wife
And eaten of the Tree concermng which
charg d thee saving Thou shalt nae cate thereof 00
Curs cﬁs the ground for thy sake thavmn sorrow
Shalt cate thereof aff the davs of thy Lafe
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Thornes also and Thistles 1t shall bring thee forth
Unbid, and thou shalt eate th’ Herb of th’ Freld,
In the sweat of thy Face shalt thou eate Bread,
Till thou return unto the ground, for thou
Out of the ground wast taken, know thy Birth,
For dust thou art, and shalt to dust returne

So judg’d he Man, both Judge and Savtour sent,
And th’ nstant stroke of Death denounc tthat day 220
Remov’d farr off, then pitty ing how they stood
Before him naled to the aire, that now
Moust suffer change, disdain’d not to begin
Thenceforth the forme of servant to assume,
As when he wash’d hss serv ants feet, so now
As Father of his Familie he clad
‘Thir nakedness with Skans of Beasts, or slamn,
Or as the Snake with youthful Coate repaid,
And thought not much to cloath his Enermies
Nor hee thir outward onely with the Shins 220
Of Beasts, but mnw ard nakedness, much more
Opprobrious, with his Robe of righteousness,
Araying cover'd from his Fathers sight.
To him with swift ascent he up return’d,
Into his blissful bosom reassum’d
In glory as of old, to him appeas’d
All, though all-knowing, what had past with Man
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet.
Meanw hile ere thus was sin’d and judg’d on Earth,
Within the Gates of Hell sate Sin and Death, 230
In counterview wichin the Gaces, that now
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame
Farr into Chaos, since the Fiend pass’d through,
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began

O Son, why sit we here each other viewing
Idlely, while Satan our great Author thrives
In other Worlds, and happier Seat provides
For us hus ofspring deare? It cannot be
But that success attends him, 1f mishap,
Ere this he had return’d, with fury driv'n 240
By his Avenger, since no place hike thus
Can fit hus pumshment, or their res enge
Methnks I feel new strength within me rise,
‘Wings growing, and Dominion gre nme large
Beyond this Deep, whatever drawes me on,
Or sympathie, or som connatural force
Powerful at greatest distance to unite
With secret amuty things of like kinde
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By secretest camvevance Thou my Shade
Inseparable must with mee along
For %cmh from Sin no pow er can separate
But Jeast the difficulue of passing tack
Stay hus revarne perhaps over thrs Gulfe
impassable smpenious fet us try
Adventrous worh yetto tiy powerand mine
Not unogreeable 1o found a path
Over shus Maine from Hell to that new World
Where Satan now prevales s Monument
Of ment ugh to all th infernal Host
Easinvg thur passage hence for intercourse
Or transmugrasion as thir Jot shall lead
Nor can Fouss the way so strongly drawn
By this new fele ateraction and imstinet
W hom thus the meager Shadow answerd soon
Gae whuther Fate and mchnation strong.
Leads thee Ishall siot lag behinde nor erre
The way thou leading such a sent Fdraw
Of carnage prey snnumerable and taste
The swour of Death from sll things there thac ke
Nor shall I to the work thou enterprisest
Be wanting but afford thee equal ard
So saving with dehight he snuff d the smelt
Of mrortal change on karth As whena flock
Of ravenous Fowl though many a League remote
Against the day of Battel twa Field
Where Armues lie encampt come flying tur d
Wth sent of hvng Carcasses dcsan d
Tor death che followng day 1 bloodse fight
So senred the gnm Feature and uprem d
His Nostri! wide 1nto the muthie Asr
Sagacsous of his Quarrey fromso farr
Then Both from out Hell Gates sto thre swaste
Wide Anarchie of Chaos damp and dark
Tew disers & with Power (thir Power was great)
Hosermgupon the Waters what they met
Sold or slimite as 1n raging Sca
Tost upand down together crowded drove
From each side shealing towards the mouth of Hell,
As v hen ta o Polar W nds blowang adverse
Upen the Croman Sea together dme
Aountans of kee thatstop th magind way
yond | etrors Lastward tothe nich
Catharm Coast The ageregated Savle
Death wah hus Mace petnfic cold and dry

BR X

aj0

o



BK X

Parapisc Lost

Aswith a Trident smote, ind fiv't as irm

As Delos floating once, the rest his look

Bound with Gorgontan ngor not to move,
And with Asphaitic slime, broad as the Gate,
Deep to the Roots of Hell the gather’d beach
They fasten’d, and the Mole immense wraught on
Over the foaming deep lugh Archt, 2 Bridge
Of length prodigious joynung to the Whll
Immoveable of this now fenceless world
Forfeit to Death, from hence a passage broad,
Smooth, easte, noffensive down to Hell

So, 1f great things to small may be compar'd,
Xerxes, the Libertie of Greece to yoke,

From Susa tus Menmontan Palace igh

Came to the Sea, and over Hellespont
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia joyn’d,
And scourg’d with many a stroak th’ indignant waves
Now had they brought the work by wondrous Art
Pontifical, a ndge of pendent Rock

Over the vext Abyss, following the track

Of Satan, to the self same place where hee

First ighted from his Wing, and landed safe
From out of Chaos to the outside bare

Of this round World with Pinns of Adamant
And Charns they made all fast, too fast they made
And durable, and now m hittle space

The Confines met of Empyrean Heav’n

And of this World, and on the left hand Hell
With long reach mterpos’d, three sev'ral wayes
In sight, to each of these three placesled

And now thir way to Earth they had descir’d,
To Paradise first tending, when behold

Satan in hikeness of an Angel bright

Berwixt the Centanre and the Scorpion stearing
His Zenth, while the Sun in Aries rose
Disguis’d he came, but those his Childern dear
Thur Parent soon discern’d, though 1n disguise
Hee, after Eve seduc t, unmnded slunk

Into the Wood fast b?v, and changing shape

To observe the sequel, saw his gudeful act

By Eve, though all unweetng, seconded

Upon her Husband, saw thir shame that sought
Vain covertures, but when he saw descend

The Son of God to judge them, ternfi’d

Hee fled, not hoping to escpe, but shun

The present, fearing guilue what hus wrauth
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Might suddenly nflict that past returnd
By Night and listring where the hapless Paire
Sate n thir sad discourse and vartous plant
Thence gatherd his own doom which understood
Not instant but of future ime With joy
And udings fraught to Hell he now return d
And at the brink of Chaos neer the foot
Of this new wondrous Ponufice unhopt
Met who to meet him came his Ofspring dear
Great joy was at thir meeung and at sight 250
Of that stupendious Bridge his joy encreas d
Long hee admiring stood ull Sin”hus faire
Inchanung Daughter thus the silence brol e
O Parent these are thy magnific deeds
Thy Trophues wiich thou view st as not thine own
Thou art thir Author and prime Architect
For [ no sooner it my Heart divind
My Heart which by a secret harmonie
Still moves with thine joyn d 1n connevion sw eet
That thou on Larth hadst prosper d which thy looks 360
Now also evidence burstraighe T felr
Though distant from thee Worlds betw een yet felt
That [ must after thee with this thy Son
Such fatal consequence unites us three
Hell could no longer hold us 1 her bounds
Nor this uny oy ageable Gulf obscure
Detain from foltow ing thy illustnous track.
Thou hast atchiev d our libertie confind
Within Hell Gates till now thou us impow rd
To forufie thus farr and overlay 270
1% ith this portentous Bndge the dark Alyss
Thine now 1sall this World thy vertue hathwon
What thy hands builded not thy Wisdom gamn d
W ith odds what Warr hath lost and fuily aveng d
Our foile 1n Heay n here thou shalt Monarch reign
There didst not there lee him still Victor swa:
As Battel hath adjudg d from this new World
Reuring by his own doom alenated
And henceforth Monarchie vath thee divide
Of all things parted by th Empy real bounds 250
His Quadrature from thy Ortucular World
Or trnie thee now more dang rous to his Throne
Whom thus the Prince of Darkness answerd glad
Fair Daughter and thou Son and Grandciuld both
High proof v e now have g nto be the Race
Of Satan (for I glone in the name
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Antagonist of Heav'ns Alightie King)
Amply have merited of me, of all
Th’ Infernal Empire, that so neer Heav’ns dore
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 390
Mine with this glorious Worl , & made one Realm
Hell and this World, one Realm, one Continent
Of easie thorough-fare Therefore while I
Descend through Darkness, on your Rode with ease
To my associate Powers, them to acquaint
With these successes, and with them rejoyce,
You two this way, among those numerous Orbs
All yours, night down to Paradise descend,
There dwell & Reign in bliss, thence on the Earth
Domunion exercise and 1n the Aure, 400
Chiefly on Man, sole Lord of all declar’d,
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly hall
My Substitutes I send ye, and Create
Plenipotent on Earth, of matchless might
Issuing from mee on your joynt vigor now
My hold of this new Kingdom all depends,
Through Sin to Death expos’d by my exploit
If your joynt power prevaile, th’ affaires of Hell
No detriment need feare, goe and be strong
So saying he dismiss’d them, they with speed 410
Thir course through thickest Constellations held
Spreading thir bane, the blasted Starrs lookt wan,
And Planets, Planet-strook, real Eclips
Then sufferd Th’ other way Satazz went down
The Causey to Hell Gate, on ether side
Disparted Chaos over built exclaimd,
And with rebounding surge the barrs assaild,
That scorn’d his mndignavion through the Gate,
‘Wide open and unguarded, Satan pass’d,
And all about found desolate, for those 420
Appointed to sit there, had left thir charge,
Flown to the upper World, the rest were all
Farr to the inland retir’d, about the walls
Of Pandemonn, Ciue and proud seate
Of Lucifer, so by allusion calld,
Of that bright Starr to Satan paragond
There kept thir Watch the Legions, while the Grand
In Council sate, sollicitous what chance
Might intercept thir Emperiour sent, so hcc,
Departing gave command, and they observ’d 430
As when the Tartar from his Russuan Foe
By Astracan over the Snowie Plames
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Retires or Bactrian Sophi from the hornes
Of Turkish Crescent leaves all waste beyond
The Realme of Aladule 10 hus retreate
To Tauris or Casbeen So these the late
Heay n banisht Host left desert utmost Hell
Many a dark League reduc tin careful Warch
Round thir Metropolis and now expecting
Tach hour thir great adventurer from the search 440
Of Forrein Worlds he through the midst unmarke
In shew plebetan Angel nulitant
Of lowest order past and from the dore
Of that Plntonan Hall invisible
Ascended his fugh Throne which under state
Of nichest texture spred arth upper end
Was plac t1n regal Justre Dovwna while
He sate and round about him saw unseen
At last as from a Cloud hus fulgent head
And shape Starr bnght appeer d or brighter clad 450
With v hat permissive glory since hus fall
Was left lum or false gheter All amaz d
At that so sudden blaze the Styguan throng
Bene thir aspect and whom they wish d beheld
Thar mughty Chief returnd loud wasth acclaime
Forth rush d in haste the great consulting Peers
Rais d from thur dark Drean and with like jo
Congratulant approach d lum who with lnm{v
Silence and with these words attention won
Thrones Donunations Princedoms V ertues Powers
Torin possession such not onely of nght 461
Tcall yeand declare ye now returnd
Successful bey ond hope to lead y e forth
Trumphant out of this mfernal Pit
Abominable accurst the house of woe
And Dungeon of our Tyrant Now possess
As [ ords aspacious World to our native Heaven
Lantle infenour by my adventure hard
With [;enl great atchiey d Long were to tell
What T have don whatsufferd with what pame 470
M oyag d th unreal vast, unbounded deep
Of hornible confusion over which
By $1nand Deatha broad way now 1s rm d
T o expedite y our glonous march but
Totld out my uncouth passage forc tto nde
Th untractable Abysse plung d in the womb
Of unonginal Night and C/ g5 wilde
That jealous of thir secrets fiercely oppos d
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My journcy strange, with clamorous uproare
Protesting Fate supreame, thence how I found
The new created World, which fame in Heav'n
Long had foretold, a Tabrick wonderful
Of absolute perfection, therein Man
Plac’t in a Paradise, by our eule
Made happie Him by fraud I have seduc’d
From his Creator, and the more to increase
Your wonder, with an Apple, he thereat
Offended, worth your laughter, hath giv’nup
Both his beloved Man and all huis World,
To Sin and Death a prey, and so to us,
‘Without our hazard, labour, or allarme,
To range 1n, and to dwell, and over Man,
To rule, as over all he should have rul'd
True 1s, mee also he hath judg’d, or rather
Mee not, but the brute Serpent mn whose shape
ManIdeceav'd that which to mee belongs,
Is enmuty, which he will put between
Mee and Mankinde, I am to bruse hus heel,
His Seed, when 1s not set, shall bruise my head
A World who would not purchase with 12 brusse,
Or much more grievous pain® Ye have th’ account
Of my performance What remarnes, ye Gods,
But up and enter now nto full bliss

So having said, a while he stood, expecting
Thir unversal shout and high applause
To fill his eare, when contrary he hears
On all sides, from innumerable tongues
A dismal universal hiss, the sound
Of public scorn, he wonderd, but not long
Had leasure, wondning at lumself now more,
His Visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare,
His Armes clung to hus Rubs, hus Leggs entwining
Each other, till supplanted down he fell
A monstrous Serpent on his Belly prone,
Reluctant, but 1n vane, 2 greater power
Now rul’d hum, purusht 1n the shape he sin’d,
According to his doom he would have spoke,
But hiss for hiss recurnd with forked tongue
To forked tongue, for now were all transform’d
Alike, to Serpents all as accessories
"To his bold Riot  dreadful was the din
Of hussing through the Hall, thich swarming now
With complicated monsters, head and taile,
Scorpion and Asp, and Amphisbena dire,
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Cerastes hornd Hydrus and Ellops drear

And Dipsas (Not so thick swarm d once the Soil
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon or the Isle

Ophiusa) but sull greatest hee the mudst

Now Drgongrown larger then whom the Sun
Ingenderd 1n the Pythian Vale on shme 530
Huge Python and huis Pow er no less he seem d

Above the rest sull to retain they all

Him follow d sssuing forth te th’ open Freld

Where all y et left of that revolted Rout

Heav n fall n 1n statton stood or just array

Subhime with expectation when to see

In Triumph 1ssuing forth thir glonous Chief

They saw but other sight mstead a crond

Of ugly Serpents horror on them fell

And hornd sympathie for what they saw 540
‘They felt themselyvs now changing down thirarms
Down fell both Spear and Shteld down they as fast
And the dire hiss renew d and the dire form

Catcht by Contagion like 1n punishment
Asanthircnime Thuswasth applause they meant
Turnd to exploding hiss trumph to shame

Cast on themselves from thir own mouths There stood
A Grove hard by sprung up with this thir change

His will who resgns above to aggravate

Thir penance laden with fair Fruie hike that 550
Which grew in Paradise the bait of Exe

Us d by the Tempter on that prospect strange

Thir earnest cyes they fixd tmagining

For one forbidden Tree 2 mulutude

Now nsn to worh them furder woc or shame

1 et parche with scalding thurst and hunger ficrce
‘Though to delude them sent could not obstamn

But on they rould in heaps and up the Trees

Climbing sat thicker than the snakic lochs

That curld Megera greedily they pluck d s6o
‘The quﬁc fair to sight like that which grew

Neer that biturminous Lake where Sodows flam d

This more delusive not the touch but taste

Deceas d they fondly thinking to allay

Thir :ﬂ:eurc with gust, instead of Frut

Chewd bitter Ashes, which th offended taste

W uth spattening noise rejected oft they assayd

Hunger and thirst constraming drugd 25 oft

Vith hatefullest disrelish w rth d thir jaws

With soot and cinders filld so oft they fell 570
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Into the same illusion, not as Man
“’horr they triumph’d once lapst Thus were they
phgud
And worn with Famin, long 1nd ceasless huss,
Tl thir lost shape, pernutted, they resum’d,
Yearly enjoynd, some sav, to undergo
This annunl humbling certain number’d days,
To dash thir pride, 1nd joy for Man seduc’t
However some t1adition they dispers’d
Among the Henthen of thir purchase got,
AndTabl'd how the Serpent, whom they calld 580
Ophion with Eurynome, the wide-
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule
Of high Olympus, thence bv Satern dniv'n
And Ops, ere yet Dictean Jove was born
Mean while 1n Paradise the hellish pur
Too soon arriv’d, S there 1n power before,
Once actual, now 1n body, and to dwell
Habitual habitant, behind her Death
Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet
On his pale Horse to whom Sm thus began 590
Second of Satan sprung, all conquering Death,
‘What thinkst thou of our Empire now, though earnd
With traval difficult, not better farr
Then stl at Hels dark threshold to have sate watch,
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thy self half starv’d?
‘Whom thus the Sin-born Monster answerd soon
To mee, who with eternal Famin pine,
Alike 15 Hell, or Paradise, or Heaven,
There best, where most with ravmn I may meet,
‘Which here, though plenteous, all too Iittle seems 600
To stuff this Maw, this vast unhide-bound Corps
To whom th’ incestuous Mother thus repl’'d
Thou therefore on these Herbs, and Fruits, & [lours
Feed first, on each Beast next, and Fish, and Towle,
No homely morsels, and whatever thing
The Sithe of Time mowes down, devour unspar'd,
Tl I 1n Man residing through the Race,
His thoughts, his looks, words, acttons all infect,
And season him thy last and sweetest prey
Thas saud, they both betook them several wayes, 620
Both to destroy, or unimmortal make
All kinds, and for destruction to mature
Sooner or later, which th’ Almightie seeing
I'rom his transcendent Seat the Saints among,
To those bright Orders uttered thus his voice
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See with what heat these Dogs of Hell advance

To waste and havoc y onder World which I

So fair and good created and had sull

hept in that state_had not the folly of Man

Let 1n these wastful Furies who impute 60

Folly to mee so doth the Prince of Hell

And his Adherents that with so much ease

T suffer them to enter and possess

A place so heav nly and conntving seem

To graufie my scornful Enermes

‘That taugh as if transported with some fir

Of Passion Ito them had quitred all

At random yeilded up to their nusrule

And] now not that I call d and drew them thither

My Hell hounds to Iick up the draff and filth 6,0

Which mans polluting Sin with tane hath shed

On what was pure ull cramm d and gorg d nigh burst

‘With sucke and glutted offal at one sling

Of thy victortous Arm well pleasing Son

Both Sz and Death and yawmng Graveat last

‘Through Chaes hurld obstruct the mouth of Hell

For ever and seal up his ravenous Jawes

‘Then Heas n and Earth renewd shall be made pure

To sanctiue that shall recetve no staine

Tl then the Curse pronounc t on both precedes 640
Hee ended and the heav nly Audience loud

Sung Hallelusa as the sound of Seas

Through mulotude that sung Just are thy ways

Righteous are thy Decrees on all thy Works

Who can extenuate thee? Next to the Son

Destin d restorer of Mankind by whom

New Heay nand Earth shall to the Ages nse

Or down from Heav n descend Such was thir song

While the Creator calling forth by name

His mighne Angels gav e them several charge 650

As sarted best suith present things The Son

Had first his precept so to move soshine

As might affect the Earth with cold and heat

Scarce tollerable and from the Northtocall

Decreprt Winter from the South to bang

Solsutial summers heat Tathe blanc Moone

Her office they presenb d toth other five

Thur planctaric motions and aspects

In Sextide Square and Trine and Opposite

Of novous efficacte and when to jovne 660

In Sy nod unbemgne and taught the firt
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Thur influence malignant when to showre,

Which of them rising with the Sun, or falling,
Should prove tempestuous To the Winds they set
Thar corners, when with bluster to confound

Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Thunder when to rowle
‘With terror through the dark Aereal Hall

Some say he bid his Angels turne ascanse

‘The Poles of Farth twice ten degrees and more
From the Suns Axle, they with labour push’d 670
Oblique the Centric Globe Som say the Sun

‘Was bid turn Remnes from th’ Cquinoctinl Rode

Like distant breadth to Taurus with the Seav n
Atlantick Ssters, and the Spartan Twins

Up to the Tropic Crab, thence down amaine

By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales,

As deep as Capricorne, to bring 1n change

Of Seasons to each Clime, else had the Spring
Perpetual smul’d on Earth with vernant Flours,

Equal 1n Days and Nights, except to those 680
Beyond the Polar Circles, to them Day

Had unbenighted shon, while the low Sun

To recompence his distance, 1n thir sight

Had rounded sull th’ Horizon, and not known

Or Fast or West, which had forbid the Snow

From cold Estotiland, and South as farr

Beneath Magellan At that tasted Frair

The Sun, as from Thyestean Banquet, turn’d

His course intended, else how had the World
Inhabited, though sinless, more then now, 690
Avoided pmehing cold and scorching heate? ,
These changes in the Heav'ns, though slow, produc’d
Like change on Sea and Land, sideral blast,

Vapour, and Mist, and Exhalation hot,

Corrupt and Pestlent Now from the North

Of Norumbega, and the Smmoed shoar

Bursting thir brazen Dungeon, armd with 1ce

And snow and hatle and stormie gust and flaw,
Boreas and Ceecras and Argestes loud

And Thrascias rend the Woods and Seas upturn, 700
With adverse blast up-turns them from the South
Notus and Afer black with thundrous Clouds

From Serraliona, thwart of these as fierce

Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent Windes

Enras and Zephbwr with thir lateral nosse,

Sirocco, and Libecchio Thus began

Outrage from liveless things, but Discord first
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Daughter of Sin among th irrational
Death mtroduc d through fierce antipathie
Beast now with Beast gan war & Fowle with Fowle 710
And Fish with Fish to graze the Herb all leasing
Devourd each other norstood muchinawe
Of Man but fled im or with count nance grim
Glar d on hum passing these were from without
The growing misenies which Adamesaw
Alreadien part though hidin gloomuest shade
To sorrow abandond but worse felt within
And ma troubl d Sea of passion tost
“Thus to disburd n sought with sad complaint.
O nuserable of happie! 1s this the end 720
Of this new glorious World and mee so late
The Glory of that Glory who now becom
Accurst of blessed hide me from the face
Of God whom to behold was then my highth
Of happmess yet well if here would end
The mserie [ deserv d it and would beare
My own deservings bur this will not serve
All that I eate or drink or shall beger
Is propagated curse O voice once heard
Dehghttully Lncrease and mduply 750
Now death to heare! for what can I encrease
Or muluplie but curses on my head?
Who of all Ages to succeed but feehng
The exvid on lum brought by me will curse
My Head Ul fare our Ancestor impure
For tius we may thank Adamr but hus thanks
Shall be the execraton so besides
Mine own thatbid uponme all from mee
Shall with a fierce reflux on mec redound
On mee 25 on thir natural center bight 740
Heavie thoughin thir place O fleeung joyes
Of Paradise deare boughe with listing woes!
Did 1 request thee, Maler frommy Clay
To mould me Man did I'sollicite thee
From dathness to promote me or here place
In this dehicious Garden® asmy Wil
Concurd not to my bemg 1t were bur nght
And equal 1o reduce me to my dust,
Desirous to resigne and render back
AllI'receay d unable to performe 750
Thy terms too hard by which Iwasto hold
‘The good I sought not To the loss of that
Sufficient penalue why hast thou added
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The sense of endless woes? mexplicable

Thy Justice seems, yet to say truth, too late,
I'thus contest, then should have been refusd
Those terms whatever, when they were propos’d
Thou didst accept them, wilt thou enjoy the good,
Then cavil the conditions® and though God
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy Son
Prove disobedient, and reprov’d, retort,
Wherefore didst thou beger me> I sought 1t not
Wouldst thou admut for his contempt of thee
That proud excuse? yet him not thy election,
But Natural necessity begot

God made thee of chorce his own, and of his own
To serve him, thy 1eward was of hus grace,

Thy punushment then justly 1s at lus Will

Be 1t so, for I submut, his doom 1s fair,

That dust I am, and shall to dust returne

O welcom hour whenever! why delayes

His hand to execute what his Decree

Fixd on this day? why do I overhive,

Why am I mockt with death, and length'nd out
To deathless pamn® how gladly would I meet
Mortaliie my sentence, and be Earth

Insensible, how glad would lay me down

As in my Mothers lap? there I should rest

And sleep secure, his dreadful voice no more
‘Would Thunder in my ears, no fear of worse
To mee and to my ofspring would torment me
With cruel expectation Yet one doubt

Pursues me Stlﬁ, least all I cannot die,

Least that pure breath of Lafe, the Spirit of Man
‘Which God msptr’d, cannot together perish
‘With this corporeal Clod, then m the Grave,

Or 1n some other dismal place, who knows

But I shall die a iving Death® O thought

Hornd, if true’ yet why? 1t was but breath

Of Life that sinn’d, w hat dies but what had hife
And sin® the Bodie properly hath nether

All of me then shall die let this appease

The doubt, since humane reach no further knows
For though the Lord of all be infimte,

Is his wrauth also® be 1t, man 1s not so,

But mortal doom’d How can he exercise

‘Wrath without end on Man whom Death must end?
Can he make deathless Death? that were to make
Strange contradiction, which to God himself
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Impoassible 15 held as Argument 800
Of weakness not of Power Will he draw out,
For angers sake fimte ta infinite
In punisht man to satisfic tus rigour
Sausfi d never that were to extend
His Sentence bey ond dust and Natures Law
By which all Causes else according suilt
TO the recepnon of thir matter act
Nottoth extent of thir own Spheare But say
That Death be not one stroak as [suppos d
Bereaving sense bux endless nuserte f10
From this day onward which 1 feel begun
Both nme and without me and so last
To perpenntie Ay me that fear
Comes thundning bach wich dreadful res olutton
On my defenstess head both Deatkaad €
Am found Eternal and incorporate both
Nor Lonmy partsingle i meeall
Posterine stands curst Fatr Pacrimonte
That { must leave ye Sons G werelable
To wastet all my self and leave ve none! S0
Sa disinherited how would y e bless
Me now jour Curse! Ah why shauld sll mankind
Tor one mans fault thus guxltfcss be condemn d
if guitless? But from mee what can proceed
Buc all corrupe both Mind and Will deprav d
ot to do onely but to will the same
With me how can they acquitted stand
in sioht of God? Him after all Di putes
Torct Labsolve all my evasions van
And reasomings though through Mazes leads mesull 830
But to my own comvicnon first and last
Onmee mee onely asthe sourse and spring
Of all corruption’ all the blame highus duc
So pught the wrauth Fond wish! couldst thou suppore
That burden heavier then the Larth ta bear
Then all the W orld much heavier though divided
W ath thar had W oman® Thus what thou desr st
And what thou fearse slile destroyesatlhope
Of refuge and concludes thee miserable
Bey s nd all past example and future 840
T o Satan onely like both cnme and doom.
O Consaience” inta what Abyss of fears
And horrots hast thou don nme outof whech
tfindnowa from dccr to decper plung d
Thus Ad2m to humself lamented You i
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Through the sull Night, not now, as ere man fell,
Wholsom 1nd cool, and mild, but with black Awr
Accompamed, with damps and dreadful gloom,
‘Which to his evil Conscience represented
All things with double terror On the ground 850
Outstretcht he lay, on the cold ground, and oft
Curs’d his Creation, Death as oft accus’d
Of tardie execution, since denounc’t
The day of his offence ‘Why comes not Death,
Said hee, with one thrice acceptable strohe
To end me? Shall Truth fal to Leep her word,
Justice Divine not hast’n to be Just?
But Death comes not at call, Justice Divine
Mends not her slowest pace for prayers or cries
O Woods, O Fountuns, Hillocls, Dales and Bowrs, 860
With other echo late I taught your Shades
To answer, and resound farr other Song
‘Whom thus afflicted when sad Eve beheld,
Desolate where she sate, approaching nigh,
Soft w ords to his fierce passion she assay’d
But her with stern regard he thus repell'd
Out of my sight, thou Serpent, that name best
Befits thee with him leagu’d, thy self as false
And hateful, nothing wants, but that thy shape,
Like his, and colour Serpentine may shew 870
Thy inward fraud, to warn all Creatures from thee
Henceforth, least that too heav'nly form, pretended
To hellish falshood, snare them But for thee
T had persisted happie, had not thy prde
And wandring vanitie, when lest was safe,
Rejected my forewarning, and disdan’d
Not to be trusted, longing to be seen
Though by the Devil himself, him overweening
To over-reach, but with the Serpent meeting
Fool’d and beguil'd, by him thou, I by thee, 880
To trust thee from my side, imagin’d wise,
Constant, mature, proof aganst all assaults,
And understood not all was but a shew
Rather then solid vertu, all buta Rib
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears,
More to the part siuster from me drawn,
Well if thrown out, as supernumerarie
To my just number found O why did god,
Creator wise, that peopl’d highest Heav'n
‘With Spirits Masculine, create at Jast 890
This nov eltie on Larth, this fair defect
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Of Nawure and not fill the World at once
‘With Men as Angels without Fermnine
Or find some other way to generate
Manhind  this rmschief had not then befall n
And more that shall befal]l innumerable
Dusturbances on Larth through Femal snares
And strmight comjunction with tlus Sex for excher
He never shall find out fit Mate butsuch
As some musfortune brings lam or mustal ¢ 900
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain
Through her perverseness but shall see her gaind
By a farr worse orif shelove withheld
By Parents or his happiest choice too late
Shall meet alreadie linkt and Wedlock bound
Toa fell Adversarie hus hate or shame
Which infinite calamutie shall cause
‘To Humane life and houshold peace confound
He added not and from her turn d but Lre
Not so repulst with Tears that ceas d not flowing  gro
And tresses all disorderd at hus feet
Fell humble and mmbracing them besaught
His peace and thus proceeded in her plamt
Forsake me not thus Adam witness Heav n
What love sincere and reverence in my heart
I beare thee and unw eeung have offended
Unhappilie deceav d thy suppliant
1beg and clasp thy hnees berease me not
Whereon [ hve thy gentle looks thy aid
Thy counsel 1 this uttermost distress 920
My onely strength and stay forlorn of thee
Whither shall I betake me where subsist
Whileyet welne scarse one short hour perhaps
Between ustwo let there be peace both joy ning
As joyndinnjunes one enmine
fI\‘Emm a Foe by doom express assign d us,
at cruel Serpent On me exercise not
Thy hatred for this misenie befall n
On me already lost mee then thy sclf
More miscrable both have sind but thou 930
Aganst God onely Taganst God and thee
And 1o the place of judgement will return
There with my cries importune Heaven tharall
The sentence from thy head remov d may hghr
Onme sole cause to thee of all thiswoe
Mee mee onely just object of hus sre
She ended weeping and her lowhe phghe
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Immos eable till peace obtam’d from fault

Acknowledg’d and deplor’d, in Adan: wraught

Comnuseration, soon his heart relented
Towards her, his life so late and sole delight,
Now at his feet submusstve 1n distress,
Creature so faire his reconcilement seeking,
His counsel whom she had displeas’d, hus aide,
As one disarm'd, hus anger all he lost,

And thus with peaceful words uprais’d her soen

Unwarie, and too desirous, as before,
So now of what thou knowst not, who desir’st
The pumshment all on thy self, alas,
Beare thine own first, 1ll able to sustaine

His full wrauth whose thou feelst as yet lest part,

And my displeasure bearst so 11l If Prayers
Could alter high Decrees, I to that place
Would speed before thee, and be louder heard,
That on my head all might be visited,

Thy frailtie and nfirmer Sex forgiv'n,

To me commutted and by me expos'd

But r1se, let us no more contend, nor blame

Each other, blam’d enough elsewhere, but strive

In offices of Love, how we may light'n
Fach others burden 1n our share of woe,
Since this days Death denounc’t, if ought I see,
‘Will prove no sudden, but a slow-pac t evall,
A long days dying to augment our paine,
And to our Seed (O hapless Seed') denv’d
To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, replrd
Adam, by sad expermment I know

How httle weight my words with thee can finde,

Found so erroneous, thence by just event
Found so unfortunate, nevertheless,
Restor’d by thee, vile as 1 am, to place

Of new acceptance, hopeful to regaine

Thy Love, the sole contentment of my heart,
Lxing or dymg from thee I will not hide
‘What thoughts 1n my unquiet brest are ris’n,
Tending to som relief of our extremes,

Or end, though sharp and sad, yet tolerable,
As 1n our evils, and of easicr choice

If care of our descent perple us most,
Which must be born to certain woc, devourd
By Death at last, and miserable 1t1s

To be to others ctuse of musery,
Our own begotten, and of ourT oines to bring
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Into thus cursed World a woful Race
“That after wretched Life must be at last
Food for so foule a Monster mn thy power
It lies yer ere Conception to prevent
The Race unblest to being yet unbegot.
Childless thou art, Chuldless remaine

BR

So Death shall be deceav d his glut and withustwo 990

Be forc d to sausfie us Rav nous Maw
But 1f thou judge 1t hard and difficult
Comversing looking loving to abstain
From Loves due Rites Nuptial embraces sw eert,
And with desire to lang\!lsg without hope
Before the present object languisfung
With hke desire which would be miserte
And torment less then none of what we drerd
‘Then both our selves and Seed at once to free
From what we fear for both let us make shore
Letus seel Death or hee not found supply
WVith our own hands his Office on our selives
Why stand w ¢ longer shivening under feares
That shew no end but Death and have the power
Of many wayes to dic the shortest choosing
Destruction with destruction to destroy
She ended heer or vehement despaire
Broke off the rest so much of Death her thoughts
Had entertaind as did her Cheels wath pale
But Adam with such counsel nothing sway d
To betrer hopes his more attent ¢ minde
Labounng had rais d and thusto Lae repli d
Eve thy contempt of life and pleasure seems
To argue 1n thee somthing more sublime
And excellent then what thy minde contemnes
But self destrucuon therefore saught refutes
That excellence thoughtinthee and implies
Not thy contempt butangwshand regret
Forloss of hife and pleasurc overlos d
Ot if thou covet death as utmot end
Of misenie so thinking to evade
The penalue pronounc t doubt not but God
Hath wischier arm d lus vengefulire then so
Tobe forestall d much more 1 fearleast Death
So snarcht will not exempt us from the pame
Weare by doom to pay rather such act
Of contumacie wall provole the hughest
Tomake dea hinuslive Thenletnsseeh
Som wafer tesolution which methinhs
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Thavemm view, calling to minde with heed

Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed shall briuse
The Serpents head, piteous amends, unless

Be meant, whom I conjecture, our grand Foe
Satan, who in the Serpent hath contriv’d
Agunst us this deceit to crush us head

Would be res enge indeed, which will be lost

By death brought on our selves, or childless days
Resolv’d, as thou proposest, so our Foe

Shall scape his punishment ordamn’d, and wee
Instead shall double ours upon our heads

No more be menuon’d then of violence
Against our selves, and wilful barrenness,

That cuts us off from hope, and savours onely
Rancor and pride, impaunience and despite,
Reluctance agamst God and his just yoke

Laid on our Necks Remember with what mild
And gracious temper he both heard and judg’d
Without wrauth or reviling, wee expected
Immediate dissolution, which we thought

Was meant by Death that day, when o, to thee
Pains onely 1n Child-bearing were foretold,

And bringing forth, soon recompenc’t with joy,
Fruit of thy Womb On mee the Curse astope
Glanc’d on the ground, with labour I must earne
My bread, what harm? Idleness had bin waorse,
Aly labour will sustain me, and least Cold

Or Heat should injure us, his umely care

Hath unbesaught provided, and his hands ,
Cloath’d us unworthie, pitymng while hejudg’d,
How much more, 1f we pray hum, will his ear
Be open, and his heart to pitie inchne,

And teach us further by what means to shun
TR mnclement Seasons, Ran, Ice, Haill and Snow,
‘Which now the Skie with various Face begins
To shew us in this Mountamn, while the Winds
Blow morsst and Leen, shatterning the graceful locks
Of these far spreading Trees, which bids us seek
Som better shroud, som better warmth to cherish
Our Limbs benumm’d, ere this durnal Starr
Leave cold the Night, how we lus gather d beams
Reflected, may with matter sere foment,

Or by colliston of two bodies grinde

The Aur attnite to Fire, as late the Clouds .
Justling or pusht with Winds rude 1n thir shoc
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handles the gummue bark of Firr or Pine
And sends a comfortable heat from farr
Which might su€ply the Sun such Fire to use
And what may else be remedte or cure
Toeulsw hch our own misdeeds have wrought 7080
Hee wll instruct us praying and of Grace
Beseeching him so as we need not fear
‘To pass commodiously this life sustain d
By him with many comforts il we end
In dust our final rest and natn e home
What better can we do then to the place
Repairing w here he judg d us prostrate fall
Betore him revercnt and there confess
Humbly our faults and pardon beg with tears
Watening the ground and with oursighsthe Arr - 7050
Frequenting sent from hearts contrite 1 sign
Of sorrow unfeign d and humbation meek
Undoubtedly he will relent and tum
Trom his displeasure 1 whose look serene
Vhen angry most he scem d and most ses ere
What else but favor grace and mercic shon?
So spal ¢ our Father pemitent nor L ¢
Felt less remorse they forthwith to the place
Rc}mlnng where he judg d them prostrate fell
Betore him reverent and both confess d 1100
Humbly thir faults and pardon beg d with tears
Watenng the ground and with thir sighs the Air
Frequenting sent from hearts contrite 1n sign
Of sorrow unfeignd and hunnliation meek



BOOK XI

THE ARGUMENT

The Son of God presents to bis Father the Prayers of our first Parents now repent-
ing, and intercedes for them God accepts themt, but declares that thev must no
longer abide 1n FParadsse, sends Michael with a Band of Cherubun to dispossess them,
but first to reveal to Adam future things Michaels conung down Adam shews to
Lse certan onmunous signs, he discerns Michaels approach, goes out to meet b
the Angel denounces thir departure Enes Lamentation Adam pleads, but submmts
tYII?EtIA’;%d {iead.r brm up to a bigh Hill, sets before bon m sision what shall bappn
he Floo

THUS they 1n lowlest plight repentant stood
Praying, for from the Mercte-seat above
Prevenmient Grace descending had remov’d
The stonte from thir hearts, and made new flesh
Regenerate grow nstead, that sighs now breath’d
Unutterable, which the Spurit of prayer
Inspir’d, and wing’d for Heav’n with speeder flight
Then loudest Oratorie yet thir port
Not of mean suiters, nor important less
Seem’d thir Petition, then when th’ ancient Pair 10
In Fables old, less ancient yet then these,
Deucalion and chaste Pyrrha to restore
The Race of Manlind drownd, before the Shrine
Of Thenus stood deyout To Heav'n thir prayers
Flew up, nor mussd the way, by envious w indes
Blow n vagabond or frustrate i they passd
Dimentionless through Heav’nly dores, then clad
'With incense, where the Golden Altar fum d,
By thur great Intercessor, came 1n sight
Before the Fathers Throne Them the glad Son 20
Presenting, thus to mntercede began
See Cather, what first fruits on Earth are sprung
From thy implanted Grace 1n Man, these Sighs
And Prayers, which i this Golden Censer, mixt
With Incense, I thy Priest before thee bring,
Iruits of more pleasing savour from thy seed
Sow’n with contritton 1 his heart, then those
‘Which hss own hand manunng all the Trees
Of Paradise could have produc's, ere fall'n
Irom mnocence Now therefore bend thine eare 30
“To supphication, heare his sighs though mute,
Unshalful with what words to pray, let mec
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Interprer for him mee hus Advocate

And propruaton aff his works on mee

Good ot not good ngrafe my Merit those

Shall perfec and for these my Death shall pay

Accept me and in mee from thesc recenve

“The smell of peace toward Manl inde lerhimine

Before thee reconail d at feast hus dns

Numberd though sad ull Death hs doom (v fuch 1 20

To mutigate thus plead not to reserse)

Fo better life sl\aH yeeld lum where with mee

Allmy redeemd may dwell in jor and bliss

Made one with me as T wath thee am one
To whom the Father without Cloud serenc

Allthy request for Man accepted Son

Obtan all thy request wasmy D cree

But longer 1 that Paradise to dw ell

The Law I gave to Nature him fortnds

Those pure immortal Elements that Loow 50

Mo gross no unharmoneous miveure foule

Lject lum tanted now and purge tum off

As a3 distemiper gross to aire s gross

And mortal food as may dispose hum best

For dissolution wrought by Sin that firse

Distemperd all things and ‘of mcom;pt

Corrupted 1 at first with two far gifts

Created tum endowd with Happiness

And Immortahiue thae fondty lost

This ather sers J but to etermze woe so

TuH provided Death so Death becomes

His final remedie and after Life

T d msharp tnbulavon and refind

Ty Tuth and fanhfal works to sccand Life

ik ¢ 1n the renotation of the just

Resignes bvm up with Heav a and Earth renewd

But fet us call to Sy nod all che Blest

Through Heavn s wide bounds from them [yl nottude

My judgments how with Mankind I proceed

As how with peccant Angels Ite they saw ~o

And i thir state though firm stood more confirmd
Heended and the Son gase signatingh

To the bright Msnister thar watch d hee blew

s Trumpet heard m Oreb since perhaps

When God descended and perhaps once more

To sound at general doom. Th Angelic blast

Tilld all the Regions from thie blissfel Bowrs
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Of A antin Shade, Fountam or Spring,
By the waters of Lafe, where ere they sate
In fellowships of joy the Sons of Light 8o
Hasted, resortng to the Summons high,
And tool thir Seats, till from his Throne supream
Th’ Almighty thus pronounc’d his sovran Will
O Sons, like one of us Man 1s become
To know both Good and Evi, since his taste
Of that defended Fruit, but let him boast
His knowledge of Good lost, and Evil got,
Happier, had 1t suffic’d him to have known
Good by it self, and Evil not at all
He sorrows now, repents, and prayes contrite, 90
My mottons 1n him, longer then they move,
His heart I know, how vartable and vain
Self-left Least therefore his now bolder hand
Reach also of the Tree of Life, and eat,
And hive for ever, dream at least to live
For ever, to remove him I decree,
And send him from the Garden forth to Till
The Ground whence he was taleen, fitter soile
Aichael, this my behest have thou 1n charge,
Tale to thee from among the Cherubim 100
Thy choice of flaming Warriours, least the Fiend
Or 1n behalf of Man, or to nvade
Vacant possession som new trouble raise
Hast thee, and from the Paradise of God
‘Without remorse drive out the sinful Parr,
From hallowd ground th’ unholie, and denounce
To them and to thir Progeme from thence
Perpetual bamshment Yet least they faint
At the sad Sentence rigorously urg’d,
For I behold them soft’nd and with tears 110
Bewailing thir excess, all terror hide
If patiently thy bidding they obey,
Dismuss them not disconsolate, reveale
To Adam what shall come i future dayes,
As I shall thee enhghten, mtermix
My Cov’nant 1 the Womans seed renewd,
So send them forth, though sorrowing, yet i peace
And on the East side of the Garden place,
Where entrance up from Eden esiest climbes, .
Cherubic watch, and of a Sword the flame 120
Wide waving, all approach farr off to fright,
And guard all passage to the Tree of Life
Least Paradise 2 reccpmcle prove
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To Spinits foule and all my Trees thir prey
With whose stol n Fruit Man once more to delude.
He ceasd and th Archangelic Power prepar d
Tor swift descent with him the Cohort brnight
Of watchful Cherubim four faces each
Had like a double Janus all thir shape
Spangl d with ey es more numerous then those
Of Argus and more wakeful then to drouze
Charm d with Arcadian Pipe the Pastoral Reed
Of Hernes or his opiate Rod Mean while
To resalute the World wath sacred Light
Lencothea wak d and with fresh dews imbalmd
The Earth when Adem and first Matron Ere
Had ended now thir Onsons and found
Strength added from above new hope to sprng
Qut of despaire o) but with fear yet Linkt
W lnch thus to Eve his welcome words renewd
Ewe easly may Faith adnut thacall
The good which we emjoy from Heav n descends
But that from us ought should ascend to Heav n
So preyvalent as to concerne the nund
Of God high blest or to inchne hus will
Hard to behef may seem vet this will Prayer
Or one short sigh of humane breath up-borne
L+ n to the Scat of God For since I saught
By Prayer th offended Deitie to appease
Kneel d and before him humbl d all my heart,
Methought I saw him placable and mild
Bending lus care perswastan m me grew
That 1 was heard with favour peace return d
Home to my brest and to my memornie
His promise that thy Seed shall bruise our Foe
Vhich then not minded in dismay 3 ez now
Assures me that the bitterness of death
Is past and we shall Ine Whence Haile to thee
Eve nghtly calld Mother of all Manhind
Mother of all things lining since by thee
Man s to lne and all things Inve for Man
To whom thus F'1e with sad demeanour meel,,
111 worthte T such tstle should belon,,
To me transgressour whao for thee ordamd
A help became thy snare to mec reproach
Rather belongs, dutrust and all dispraise
But infimute 1n pardon v as my Judge
That I who first brought Death on all am grac¢
TI'he sourse of Iife next favourable thou
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‘Who hughly thus to entitle me v outsaf’st,
Farr other name deserving But the Freld
To labour calls us now with sweat impos’d,
Though after sleepless Night, for see the Morn,
All unconcern’d with our unrest, begins
Her rosie progress smiling, let us forth,
I never from thy side henceforth to strav,
Wherere our days work lies, though now enjomnd
Laborous, ull day droop, while here we dwell,
‘What can be tollsom 1n these pleasant Walkes®
Here let us live, though i fall'n state, content
So spake, so wish’d much humbl'd Eve, but Fate
Subscrib'd not, Nature first gas e Signs, imprest
On Bird, Beast, Aire, Are suddenly eclips'd
After short blush of Morn, mgh m her sight
The Bird of Jove, stoopt from his aere tour,
T o Birds of gayest plume before him drove
Down from a Hill the Beast that reigns in Woods,
Furst Hunter then, pursu’d a gentle brace,
Goodhliest of all the Forrest, Hart and Hinde,
Direct to th’ Eastern Gate was bent thir flight
Admn observ'd, and with his Eye the chase
Pursuing, not unmov’d to Eve thus spahe
O Ewe, some furder change awaits us mgh,
Which Heav’n by these mute signs 1n Nature shews
Forerunners of his purpose, or to warn
Us haply too secure of our discharge
From penaltie, bectuse from death releast
Some days, how long, and what till then our Iife,
‘Who Lnows, or more then this, that we are dust,
And thither must return and be no more
‘Why else this double object mn our sight
Of fhight pursu’d 1n th’ Arr and ore the ground
One way the self-same hour® why the Cast
Darlness ere Dayes mud-course, and Morning hight
More orient n yon Western Cloud that draws
O're the blew Firmament a radiant white,
And slow descends, with somthing heay ’nly fraught
He err'd not, for by this the heat'nly Bands
Down from a Shie of Jasper Iighted now
In Paradise, and on 2 Hill made alg,
A glortous Apparition, had not doubt
And carnal fear that day dimm’d Adams ey ¢
Not that more glorious, when the Angels met
Jacob in Mahanam, where he saw
The field Pavilion d with his Guardans bright,
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Nor that which on the flaming Mount appeerd
In Dothan cover d suth a Camp of Fire

Aganst the Syrian King who to surprize

One man Assassin ihe had fevied Warr

Warr unproclam d The Princely Hierarch

In thir bnght stand there left hus Poss ers to sesse
Possesston of the Garden hee alone

To finde where Adam shelterd tool fus way
Not unperceav d of Adamr who to Ere

Whale the great Visitant ap) roachd thusspalc

Eve now expect great ndings which perhaps
Of us will soon determin or impose
New Laus to beobsery d for Hdescric
Trom yonder blazang Cloud that veds the Fill
One of the heay nly Host and by his Gate
None of the meanest some great Potentate
Or of the Thrones sbove such Majestic
Tnn ests him coming yet not ternble
That I should fear nor sociably rmid
As Rrphael that 1should much confide
But solemn and sublume wham not to offend
With reverence I must meet and thou retire
i ended and th Arch Angel soon drew mgh
Not in his shape Celesual but as Man
Clad tomeet Man over fus lueid Armes
A militanie Vest of purple flond
Linelier then Melibean or the grame
Of Sarra worn by hungsand Hero s old
In ume of Truce #ns had dipt the wooff
His starnic Helme unbucht d'shew dhim prime
In Manhood where Y outh ended by hisside
Asn a ghstening Zodue hung the Sword
Satans dire dread and m his hand the Spear
Adambowndlow hee hangly from his Stare
Inchin d not but his coming thus declar §

Adarm Heas nis fugh behest no Preface needs
Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard and Death
Then due by sentence when thou didst eransgress
Defeated of his seisure many daves
G nthee of Grace wherein thou may st repent
And one bad act with many deeds well done
Mayst cover well may thenthy Lord appersd
Redeem thee quite from Deaths mpacious cluime
But longer in this Paradise to dw clrJ
Permutsnot to remoy e thee Lam come
And sen  thee from the Garden forth fo ull
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The ground whence thou wast tal’n, fitter Soile,
He added not, for Adamz at the newes
Heart-strook with chilling gripe of sorrow stood,
That all his senses bound, Eve, who unseen
Yet all had heard, with audible lament
Discover'd soon the place of her retire
O unexspected stroke, worse then of Death!
Must I thus leave thee Paradise® thus leave
Thee Nauve Soile, these happie Walks and Shades, 270
Fit haunt of Gods® where I had hope to spend,
Quuet though sad, the respit of that day
That must be mortal to us both O flours,
That never will in other Climate grow,
My early visitation, and my last
At Eev’n, which I bred up with tender hand
From the first op’mng bud, and gave ye Names,
‘Who now shall reare ye to the Sun, or ranke
Your Tribes, and water from th’ ambrosial Fount?
Thee lastly nuptial Bowre, by mee adornd 280
With what to sight or smell was sweet, from thee
How shall I part, and whither wander down
Into a lower World, to this obscure
And wilde, how shall we breath 1n other Aire
Less pure, accustomd to immortal Fruits®
Whom thus the Angel interrupted milde
Lament not Eve, but patiently resigne
What justly thou hast lost, nor set thy heart,
Thus over fond, on that which 1s not thine,
Thy going 15 not lonely, with thee goes 290
Thy Husband, htm to follow thou art bound,
‘Where he abides, think there thy native solle
Adan by this from the cold sudden damp
Recovering, and his scatterd spints returnd,
‘To Mschael thus fus humble words addressd ,
Celestial, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd
Of them the Highest, for such of shape may seem
Prince above Princes, gently hast thou tould
Thy message, which might else 1n telling wound,
And 1n performing end us, what besides 300
Of sorrow and dejecuion and despair
Our frailtie can sustain, thy tdings bring,
Departure from this happy place, our sweet
Recess, and onely consolation left
Familiar to our eyes, all places else
Inhospitable appeer and desolate,
Nor Lnow ing us nor hnown andf by prayer
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Incessant 1 conld hope to change the will
Of him who all things can { would not cease
To weane hyn with my asssduous cres
But pray er against hus absolute Decree
No more availes then breath aganst the winde
Blown stifling back on hum that breaths it forth
Therefore to his great bidding Tsubme
This most affiicts me that departing hence
As from hus face I shall be lud deprivd
His blessed count nance here I could frequent
With worship place by place where he voutsaf'd
Presence Divine and to my Sons relate
On this Mount he appeerd” under this Tree
Stood vistble among these Pines his voice
Theard here with himat thus Fountan tall d
So many grateful Altars [ would reare
Of grassie Terfe and pile up every Stone
Of lustre from the brook 1n memone
Or monument to Ages and thereon
Offer sweet smetling Gumms & Fruits and Flours
In y onder nether World where shall I seeh
His bnght :Tpcnmm:cs or footstep trace>
For though I fled himangne yet recall d
To hfe prolongd and promisd Race 1now
Gladly behold though but his utmost shirts
Of glory and farr off fus steps adore
‘o whom thus Mrchael with regard benigne

Adam thonlnow st1leay nhas and all the Lanh
Not tius Rock onely s Ommipresence fills
Land Sea and Awe and every funde that fines
Tomented by his vinual powerand warmd
Allth Earth he gave thee to possess and rute
No despicable gift surmise not then
His presence to these narrow bounds confin d
Of Paradisc or Eden this had been
Perhaps thy Capital Seate from whence had spred
All generanons and had hather come
Tromall the ends of th Larth to celebrate
And rey erence thee thir great Progenitor
But this praeminence thou hast lost broughr down
Todw :l{,on ecren ground now with thy Sons
Y et doubt not butin Valfie and in Plame
God s 2s here and will be found alike
Present and of his presence many asigne

+Sull follawing thee sull compassing thee round
W ith g sodness and paternal Love his Face
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Express, and of his steps the trackh Dnvine

Which that thou mayst beleev ¢, and be confirmd,

Ere thou from hence depart, know Iam sent

To shew thee what shall come in future dayes

To thee and to thy ofspring, good with bad

Expect to hear, supernal Grace contending

With sinfulness of Men, thereby to learn

True panence, and to temper joy with fear

And pious sorrow, equally enur'd

By moderation either state to beare,

Prosperous or adverse so shalt thou lead

Safest thy life, and best prepar’d endure

Thy mortal passage when 1t comes Ascend

This Hill, let Eve (for I have drencht her ey es)

Here sleep below while thou to foresight w al’st,

As once thou slepst, while Shee to Ife was formd
To whom thus Adam gratefully repl’d

Ascend, I follow thee, safe Guide, the path

Thou lead’st me, and to the hand of Heav’n submt,

However chast’ming, to the evil turne

My obvious breast, arming to overcom

By suffering, and earne rest from labour won,

If so T may attain So both ascend

In the Vistons of God Tt wasa Hill

Of Paradise the highest, from whose top

The Hemusphere of Earth n cleerest Ken

Stretcht out to amplest reach of prospect lay

Not hugher that Hill nor wider looking round,

Whereon for different cause the Tempter set

Our second Adam in the Wilderness,

To shew him all Farths Kingdomes and thir Glory

His Cye might there command w herever stood

City of old or modern Fame, the Seat

Of mightiest Cmpre, from the destund Walls

Of Cambalu, seat of Cathman Can

And Samarchand by Oxus, Tenurs Throne,

To Paqun of Siean Kings, and thence

To Agra and Labor of great Mogul

Down to the golden Cheisonese, or w here

The Persian in Ecbatan sate, or since

In Hispahan, or where the Russian Ksar

In Mosco, or the Sultan 1n Bisance,

Turchestan-born, nor could his eye not 1 en

Th’ Empire of Neguis to his utmost Port

Lrecoco and the less Mantne kangs

Momibaza, and Quilog, and Melnd,
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And Sofala thought Opbir to the Realme 400
QOf Congo and Angola fardest South
Or thence from Niger Tlood to Atfas Mount
The Rungdoms of Ahmansor Fes and Sus
Marocco and Algiers, and Trennsen
On Europe thence and where Rome was to sway
The World 1w Spint perhaps he lso saw
Ruch Aexico the seat of Motezunte
And Cuiscoin Peru the nicher seat
Of Atabalipa and yet vaspail &
Guana whose great Citie Geryons Sons 410
Call EI Dorado but to nobler sights
Michael from Adams eyes the Filme remov d
Which that false Fruic that proms d clearer sight
Had bred then purg d with Euphrasie and Rue
The visuat Nerve for he had much to sce
And from the Well of Lufe three drops insull d
So deep the power of these Ingredients piere d
Leven to the inmost seat of mental sight
That Adam now enfore t to close his eyes
Sunk down and ali hus Spints became intranst 420
But hum the gentle Angel by the hand
Soon rais d and hus attention thus recall d

Adam now ope thine eves and first behold
Th effects which thy onginal enme hath wrought
In some to spring from thee who never touch d
Th excepted Tree nor with the Snake conspir d
Nor sinn'd thy sin y et from that sin demve
Corruption to bnng forth more violent deeds

His cyes he op nd and beheld a field
Part arable and uith whereon were Sheaves
New reapt the other part sheep-walks and foulds
Tth mudst an Altar a5 the Land mark stood
Rusue of grassie sord tuther anon
A sweane Reaper from tus Tillage broughe
First Frus the green Care and the vellow Sheaf
Unculld 2s came to hand a Shepherd next
More meeh came with the Firsclings of fus [lock
Choteest and best then saenficng lud
The Inwards and thur Fat with Incense strew d
On the cleft Wood and all due Rites performd 440
111s Offring soon propious Fire from Heav n
Consum d with mmble glance and grateful steame
The others not for his v as not sincere
W hereat hee slic rag d and as they tdh d
Smote himinto the Mudnfl with astane
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That bent our hfe, he fell, and deadly pale
Groand out his Soul with gushing bloud effus’d
Much at that sight was Adanz m his heart
Dismar'd, and thus in haste to th’ Angel crr'd
O Teacher, some great mschief hath befall’n
To that meek man, who well had sacrific’d,
Is Pietie thus and pure Devotion paid®
T whom Michael thus, hee also mov'd, replr’'d
These two are Brethren, Adamz, and to come
Out of thy loyns, th’ unjust the just hath slan,
For envie that his Brothers Offering found
From Heav'n acceptance, but the bloodie Fact
Will be aveng'd, and th’ others Faith approv'd
Loose no reward, though here thou see him die,
Rowling in dust and gore To which our Sire
Alas, both for the deed and for the cause!
But have I now seen Death? Is this the way
I must return to native dust® O sight
Of terrour, foul and ugly to behold,
Horrid to thinl, how horrible to feel!
To whom thus Michael Death thou hast seen
In his first shape on man, but many shapes
Of Death, and many are the wayes that lead
To his grim Cave, all dismal, yet to sense
More termible at th’ entrance then within
Some, as thou saw’st, by violent stroke shall dte,
By Fire, Flood, Famin, by Intemperance more
In Meats and Drinks, w hich on the Larth shal bring
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew
Before thee shall appear, that thou mayst Lknow
‘What mserie th’ nabstinence of Eve
Shall bring on men Immedsately a place
Before his eyes appeard, sad, noysom, darl ,
A Lazar-house 1t seemd, wherein were laid
Numbers of all diseas’d, all maladtes
Of gastly Spasm, or racling torture, qualmes
Of heart-sich Agome, all feavorous hinds,
Convulstons, Lpilepsies, fierce Catarths,
Intestm Stone and Uleer, Colic pangs,?
Dropstes, and Asthma’s, and Jomnt-raching Rheums
Dire was the tossmg, deep the groans, despatr
Tended the sick bustest from Couch to Couch,

2 After this hine 7674 adds

Drmomac Phrenzic moaping Melancholie
And Moon struch madness piung Atrophie,
Marasmus and wide wasung Pestlence
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And over them tnumphant Death hus Dare
Shook but delud to strshe thongh oft ok ¢
With vows as thir chief good and final hope 490
Sight so deform what heart of Rock couldqong
Drac ey & behold® Adam could not but wept
Though not of Woman bam compassion quell d
His best of Man and gas ¢ tum up to tears
A sgnce ull firmer thoughts restramd cxcess
And scarce recot ermng words his plaint renew d
O muserable Afankind to what fall
Degraded to what wretched state reserv df
Better end heer unborn Why ishifegivn
To be thus wrested from us® rather why 500
Obtruded on us thus® who of we knew
What we recene would exther not accept
Life offer d or soon beg to lay it down
Glad 10 be so dismust 1n peace Con thus
Th Image of God in man created once
So goodly and erecr though faultie since
To such unsightly sufferings be debast
Under ishuman pans® Why should not Man
Rermstung stull Divine sumhude
In pare, from such deformties be free si0
And for hus Makers Image sake exempt?
Thr Makers Image answerd Afichael then
Forsook them w hen themselves they vilbfid
To serve ungovern d appente and took
s Image whom they serv d a broush vice,
Inductse mumly tothesmof £ «
Therefore so abject 15 thir pansshment
Disfigunng not Gods Jiheness but thir own
Or 1if hus likeness by themselves defict
While they persert pure Natures heakthful rules 520
To loathsom sickness worthily since they
Gods Image did not reverence in themselves
Iyeddaryust smd Adom and submut.
Bt ss there y ot no other way  besides
These painful passages, how we may come
To Death and mut with our connatural dust?
Therews sad el zed of thou well abserve
“The rule of not toa much by temperance taughe
1In what thou eatst and drinkst seehing from thence
Due avurishment not gluttonous debght 530
Tift many years over lﬁ) head reamn
Sownn tthoulne ull ke npe Fruie thou drop
Into thy \lothers lap or be with case
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Gatherd, not harshly plucke, for death mature
This 1s old age, but then thou must outlive
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty, which w1l change
To withered weak & gray, thy Senses then
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forgoe,
To what thou hast, and for the Aire of vouth
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood wall reigne 540
A melncholly damp of cold and dry
To waigh thy spirits down, and Inst consume
The Balme of Life To whom our Ancestor
Henceforth I flte not Death, nor would prolong
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit
Fairest and eastest of this combrous charge,
Which I must keep till my appoited day
Of rendring up, Alichael to lum reph d
Nor love thy Lafe, nor hate, but what thou hvst
Live well, how long or short permit to Heav'n 550
And now prepare thee for another sight
He lookd and saw a spactous Plaine, whereon
Were Tents of various hue, by some were herds
Of Cattel grazing others, whence the sound
Of Instruments that made melodious chime
‘Whas heard, of Harp and Organ, and who moovd
Thur stops and chords was seen hus volant touch
Instinct through all proportions low and high
Fled and pursu’d transverse the resonant fuguce
In other part stood one who at the Forge 560
Labouung, two massie clods of Iron and Brass
Had melted (whether found where casual fire
Had wasted woods on Mountain or 1n Vale,
Dow n to the veins of Larth, thence ghding hot
To som Caves mouth, or whether washt by stream
From underground) the liquid Ore he dreind
Into fit moulds prepar’d, from which he formd
First hus own Tooles, then, what rmght else be wrought
Fusil or grav'n mn mettle After these,
But on the hether side 1 different sort 570
From the lugh neighbouring Hills, which was thir Seat,
Down to the Plan descended by thir guise
Just men they seemd, and all thir study bent
To worship God anght, and know hus worl s
Not htd, nor those things last which might presene
T'reedom and Peace to men they on the Plam
Long had not wall t, w hen from the Tents behold
A Beavie of fur Women, richly gay
In Gems 1nd wanton dress, to the Harp they sung
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Sofc amoraus Ditttes and 1 dance came on %0
The Men though grave ey d them and Jet thir eyes
Rov ¢ withoue rein bl in the amorous Net
Fast canght they hh d and each bus hling chose
And now of love they treat ull th Eevrung Star
Loy es Harbinger appeerd then alfin heat
They highe the Nuptial Torch and bid s ole
Hjy men then first to marrage Rites ok ¢
With Feast and Musich all the Tenes resound
Such happy snterview and fawr event
Of love & youth not lost Songs Garlands Flours 590
And charmung Symphonies attach d the heart
Of Adanr saan enclin d to adiit dehighe
The bent of Nature which he thus espressd
True opener of mimce eyes prime Angel blest
Auch better seems thus Vision and more hope
Of peaceful dayes portends then those two past
Those were of hate and death or pan much worse
Here Nature seems fulfilld in all her ends
To whom thus Michael Judg not what s best
By pleasure though ro Nature seeming meet Goo
Created asthouart to nobler end
Holte and pure conformne disine
Those Tents thot st st so pleasant were the Tenty
Of wichedness wherein shall dw el s Race
‘Who slew tus Brother studious they apperc
QOf Arts that polish Life lns encers tare
Unmindful of thir Maker though Ins Spiric
Taught them but they hus gifts achnowledg d none
Yer they a beauteons ofsprng shall beger
For that farr femal Troop thou sawst thatseemd 610
Of Goddesses so blithe 50 smooth sa gay
Y et empry of all good wherein conmists
Womans domesuc honour and chief prase
Rred oncly and camplered to the taste
Of tustful appetence, to sing ra dance
Yo dress anf(mule the Tongue and roule the Uy .
To these thar sober Race of Men whaselnes
Rehimous ud d them the Sons of God
Sttt yerfd up all thir vertue alt chie fame
Jgnobly to the tramnes and 1o the smiles 60
Of these fair Atheists and now swiman o
(Leclong toswimat larg) and laugh for which
The world erclong 3 world af tears must weepe
To sham thus Adam of shore jos berefc
O pune and shame that they nhow ine well
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Enterd so faire, should turn aside to tread
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint!
Bue sul] I see the tenor of Mans woe
Holds on the same, from Woman to begim
From Mans effeminate slackness 1t begins,
Said th* Angel, who should betrer hold s place
By wisdome, and superiour gifts receavd
But now prepare thee for another Scene
He lookd and saw wide Territore spred
Before him, Towns, and rural works betw een,
Cittes of Men with lofty Gates and Towrs,
Concours in Arms, fierce Faces threatung Warr,
Guants of mightie Bone, and bould emprise,
Part wield thir Arms, part courb the foaming Steed,
Single or 1n Array of Battel rang'd
Both Horse and Foot, nor 1dely mustring stood,
One way a Band select from forage dnives
A herd of Beeves, farre Oven and faire Kine
From a fat Meddow ground, or fleecy Flock,
Ewes and thir bleating Lambs over the Plame,
Thir Bootie, scarce with Life the Shepherds flye,
But call in arde, which tacks a bloody Fray,
With cruel Tournament the Squadrons jomne,
Where Cattel pastur’d late, now scatterd lres
‘With Carcasses and Arms th’ ensinguind Freld
Deserted Others to a Citie strong
Lay Siege, encampt, by Batterie, Scale, and Minc,
Assaulting, others from the Wall defend
With Dart and Jav’lin, Stones and sulfurous I're,
On each hand staughter and gigantic deeds
In other part the scepter d Haralds call
To Council 1n the Ciie Gates anon
Grey-headed men and grave, with Warriours mnit,
Assemble, ind Harangues are heard, but soon
In factious opposition, till at last
Of middle Age one rising, emnent
In wise deport, spal e much of Right and Wrong,
Of Justice, of Rehgion, Truth and Peace,
And Judgement from above Ium old and 3 oung
Lrploded, and had seiz'd with violent hands
Had not 1 Cloud descending snatch d hiny thence
Unsecn amud the throng so violence
Proceeded, and Oppression, and Sword-Law
Through all the Plun, and refuge none vias found
Adant was a1l m tears and to hus guide
Lamenting turnd full sid O whatare these,
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Deaths Muusters not Men who thus deal Death
Inhumanly to men and maoluph
Ten thousand fould the sin of him sho slew
His Brother for of whom such massacher
Malke they but of thur Brethren men of men®
But who was that Just Man whom had not Heav nt
Rescud had in s Roghteousness bin lost®
To whom thus Abe ael These are the product
Of those il mated Marnages thou saw st &80
WVhere good with bad were matcht who of themselves
Abhor to oy 0 and by smprudence muce
Produce prodigious Births of bodie or mind
Such were these Giants men of hugh renown
For in those day es Might onely shall be admr 4
And Valour and Heroic Verta cali d
To overcome 1a Bactel and subdue
Nanons and bring home srmfs with infimte
Man slaughter shall be held the aghest pitch
Of haman Glonie and for Glone done 690
Of trumph to be sty 1 d grear Conquerours
Patrons of Vankind Gods and Sons of Gads
Destroy ers nghthier call d and Plagues of men
Thus Fame shalt be achies @ renown on Earth
And what most ments fame m silence fnd
Bur hee the seventh from thee whom thou beheldst
The onehy nighteous in 2 Waorld perverse
And therefore hated therefore so beser
With Foes for dating single to be just
And utter adious Truth that God would come 700
To judge them with hus Sanes. Him the most High
Rapy i a balmie Cloud with winged Seceds
Did as thou sawst recease to walk with God
Hagh i Salsanion and the Chimes of bliss
Lxempt from Denth to shew thee what reward
Awauts the good the rest what punishment
W hich now direct thine ey es and soon behald
Hefool. d & saw the face of things quice chang d
The brazen Throat of Warr had ceast to roar
Allnow wasturn d to jollitic and game 710
Teo luvune and ror feast and dance
AMarrying or prosututing as befelt
Rape or r\du{:cn: where passing faire
Allurd chem thence from Cup- to ol Brosles
At length a Reverend Sire among shem came
And of thir dongs prear dishhe declar d
And tesnts d agamst thuy ssages hee oft
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Frequented thir Assemblies, whereso met,

Triumphs or Festivals, and to them preachd

Conversion and Repentance, as to Souls 720

In prison under Judgements immnent

Butallin vain which when he saw, he ceas’d

Contending, and remov’d his Tents farr off,

Then from the Mountain hewing Timber tall,

Began to build a Vessel of huge bulk,

Measur'd by Cubrt, length, & breadth, and highth,

Smeard round with Pitch, and 1n the side a dore

Contriv’d, and of provsions laid 1n large

For Man and Beast when loe a wonder strange!

Of everie Beast, and Bird, and Insect small 730

Came seavens, and pairs, and enterd in, as taught

Thir order, last the Sire, and his three Sons

With thir four Wives, and God made fast the dore

Meanw hile the Southwind rose, & with black wings

Wide hovering, all the Clouds together drove

From under Heav'n, the Hills to their supplie

Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and morst,

Sent up amam, and now the thick'nd Skie

Like a dark Ceeling stood, dow n rush’d the Ran

Impetuous, and continw’d till the Earth 740

No more was seen, the floating Vessel swum

Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow

Rode ultung o’re the Waves, all dwellings else

T'lood overwhelmd, and them with all thir pomp

Deep under water rould, Sea cover'd Sea,

Sea without shoar, and 1n thir Palaces

Where luxurie late reign’d, Sea-monsters whelp’d

And stabl’d, of Mankind, so numerous late,

All left, 1n one small bottom swum imbark’t

How didst thou gnieve then, Adazn, to behold 750

The end of all thy Ofspring, end so sad,

Depopulation, thee another Iloud,

Of tears and sorrow a Floud thee also drown’d,

And sunl thee as thy Sons, tll gently reard

By th’ Angel, on thy fect thou stoodst at last,

Though comfortless, as w hen a Father mourns

His Children, ll 1n view destroy d at once,

And scarce to th’ Angel utterdst thus thy plant
O Visions 1ll foreseen' better had 1

Liv'd ignorant of future, so had borne 7

My part of evil oncly, cach dayeslot

Anough to bear, those now, that were dispenst

The burd n of many Ages, on mec highe
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Aronce by my forehnowledge caiming Birth
Abortve to torment me ere thir bemn,,
With thought that they must be Let no man seek
Henceforth to be forerold what shall befall
Hun or hts Chuldren evil he may be sure
Which nesther hys forehnoss sng can prevent
And hee the future esal shall noless 770
In apprehension then i substance feel
Grievous to bear but that care now 15 past
Al 1s not whom to warne those few escapr
Farun and angush will ac lase consume
Wandriag that watnie Desert 1 had hope
\When t1olence was ceast and Warr on Larth
All wauld have then gon well peace would have erownd
W aeh lengeh of huppy days the race of man
But I was farr deceav d for now Isec
Peace to corrupt no less then Warr 1o waste 780
How comes 1t thus® unfould Celestial Guide
And whether here the Race of man will end
To whom thus Michael Those whom last thou sawst
In triumph and lusurious wealth ate they
Dirst seen in acts of prow ess emunent
And great explons but of true verty vord
W ho having splk much blood and don muen waste
Subduing Nations and aclues d thereby
Tame in the World tugh udes and nich prey
Shall change thir cour<e to pleasure ease and sloth 790
Surfer and lust, till wantonness and pnide
Reuse out of friendship hostd deeds in Peace
The conquerd also and enslay d by Warr
Shall with thir freedom lost all v ereu loose
And feare of God from whom thir pretie fegn d
In sharp contest of Barte] found no mde
Aganst imvaders therefore coold in zeale
henceforth shall practice how to iy e secure
4 orldhie or dissolute on what thir § ords
Shall teave them to enjoy forth Larth shall bear $00
More than anough that temperance may betnd
So all shall turn degenerate all depray d
Justice and Temperance Truth and I'ath forgot
One Man except the onely Son of hight
Inadark Age aranst cample good
Aganst allurement custom and 2 World
Otfended fearless of reproach and scorn,
Or vialence fiee of thir wiched wayes
Shall them admonuh and before them set
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The paths of nighteousness, how much more safe,
And full of pence, denouncing wrauth to come
On thir impemitence, and shall returne
Of them derided, but of God observd
The one just Man alive, by his command
Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheldst,
To save himself and houshold from armdst
A World devote to umversal rack
No sooner hee with them of Man and Beast
Select for life shall 1n the Ark be lodg’d,
And shelterd round, but all the Cataracts
Of Heav'n set open on the Earth shall powre
Raine day and might, all fountamnes of the Deep
Brole up, shall heave the Ocean to usurp
Beyond all bounds, till nundation rise
Above the highest Hills then shall this Mount
Of Paradise by might of Waves be moovd
Out of his place, pushd by the horned floud,
With all his verdure spoil’d, and Trees adnft
Down the great River to the op'mng Gulf,
And there take root an Iland salt and bare,
The haunt of Seales and Orcs, and Sea-mews clang
To teach thee that God attributes to place
No sanctitte, 1f none be thither brought
By Men who there frequent, or theremn dwell
And now what further shall ensue, behold

He lookd, and saw the Ark hull on the floud,
Which now abated, for the Clouds were fled,
Driva by 2 keen North-winde, that blowing drie
Wrinkl’d the face of Deluge, as decar’d,
And the cleer Sun on his wide watrie Glass
Gaz’'d hot, and of the fresh Wave largely drew,
As after thirst, which made thir flowing shrink
From standing lake to tripping ebbe, that stole
‘With soft foot towards the deep, who now had stopt
His Sluces, as the Heav’n his windows shut
The Ark no more now flotes, but seems on ground
Fast on the top of som high mountan fixt
And now the tops of Hills as Rochks appeer,
With clamor thence the rapid Currents dnve
Towards the retreating Sea thir furious ty de
Forthwith from out the Arke a Raven flies,
And after him, the surer messenger,
A Do c sent forth once and agen to spic
Green Tree or ground whereon hus foot mav lighe,
The sccond ume rerurming, m hus Bill
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An Olise leafe he brings pacific signe
Anon dnie ground appeers and from his Arke
The ancient Sire descends with all bus Train
Then with uphfted hands and &y es devout
Grateful to Heav n over fus hiead beholds 860
A dewie Cloud and in the Cloud a Bow
Conspicuous with three hsted colours gay
Betol ning peace from God and Cox mant new
Whereat the heart of Adays erst so sad
Grearly rejoy e d and thus his jos brol ¢ forth
O thou that future things canst represent
As present Heav nly mnstructer Trevne
At this last sight assur d that Man shall ne
With aft the Crearures and thir seed preserse
Farr less I now Jament for one whole World 870
Of wiched Sons destroyd then I rejoy ce
For one Man found so perfet and so just
That God 1 outsafes to rase another World
From tum and alf fus anger to forger
Butsay what mean those colourd ‘treahs in Heavn
Distended as the Brow of God appeas d
Or serve they asa floune yerge to bunde
The flmd skirts of that same watrie Cloud
Least st again dissols e and showr the Farth
Towhomth Archangel Dextroushy thow amst 880
So wilhingly doth God renut hus Ire
Theugh fate repentin, lnm of Man depras ¢
Griev d at hus heart when looking down he saw
The whole Earth fill d with violence and afl flesh
Corrupuing each thir way vet those remoon d
Such grace shali one just Man findin his sight
Thar he relents not to blot out mankind
And makes a Covenant never to destroy
The Earth again by fload nor let the Seaa
Surpass hus bounds nor Raw to drown the World 890
A4 ith Man therein or Beast but when he bongs
Over the Larth a Cloud will therem sec
His tnple-colour d Bow whereon to look
And call to mind his Cov mant Day and Nighe,
Seed tme and Hanest Heat and hoary Frose
Shall hold thir course, tll fire purge ail things new
Both Heay nand Karth swhetein the just shall dwell
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THE ARGUMENT

Z];’e’f-;l;’j:llfgel Michael contmues from the Flood to relate what shall succeed, then m
el b 10’;1 o’f Abraham comres by degrees to explam, who that Sced of the Womm
Trecos 1'1w 10 j was pronused Adam and Eve m the Fall, Ins Incarnation, Death, Res-
Jibhar ,t an dA:cemmn, the state of the Church ll bis second Comung Adam
o quﬂ hlsﬁlc and recomiforted by these Relations and Pronuses descends the Hull
Eamposl; acl wakens Cve who all this while bad slept, but with gentle dreams
ot of B to quuetness of mnd and subnussion Michael m esther hand leads them
Stare) aradsse, the fiery Sword waving bebind them, and the Cherubim takmg thir
ns to guard the Place

[ AS ONL who 1n his journey bates at Noone,
Though bent on speed, so heer the Archangel paus’d
Betwixt the world destroy’d and world restor d,
If Adain aught perhaps nughe interpose,
Then with transition sweet new Speech resumes ] *
Thus thou hast seen one World begin and end,
And Man s from a second stock proceed
Much thou hast yet to see, but I perceave
Thy mortal sight to faile, objects divine
Must needs impane and wearte human sense 10
Henceforth what 1s to com I will relate,
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend
This second sours of Men, while y et but few,
And while the dread of judgement past remuns
Fresh m thir mindes, fearing the Deite,
With some regard to what 15 just and 1ight
Shall lead thir lives, and multiplie apace,
Labouring the sotle, and reaping plentcous cror,
Corn wine and oyle, and from the herd or flock,
Oft sacrificing Bullock, Lamb, or Kud, 20
With large Wine-offermgs pour'd, and sacred Feast
Shal spend thir day es in joy unblam’d, and dwell
Long time 1n perce by Iimilies and Tribes
Under paternal rule, tll one shall 11se
Of proud nmbitious heart, who not content
Wath fur equalitie, fraternal state,
‘Will arrogate Domimon undeseny’d
Orer lus brethren, and quite dispossess
Concord 1nd law of Nature from the Larth,

d hines were added m the sceond edion (1674),

1
The five brachcte 1 < was divided mnto Book <t and Book 1t

when the oniginal Boo!
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Hunune (and Men not Beasts shall be hus game)
With Warr and hosale snate such as refuse
Subyection to us Cmpare ty rannous

A mightie Hunter thence he shall besty1d
Refore the Lord asin despite of Heav'n
Or from Heav n claming second Sovrantie

And from Rebellion shall dern ¢ hus name
Though of Rebelhon others he accuse

Hee with a crew whom hike Ambition joyns
With bum or under him to ty ranmze

\lrchung from Eden towards the West shall finde
The Plun wherein a black bituminous gurge
Botles ont from under ground the mouth of Hell
Of Brael and of that stuff they cast to buikd

A Citie & Towre whose top may reach to Heav n
And get themselves a name feast far disperst

In formen Lands thir memone be lost
Regardiess whether good or evit fame

Tut God who oft descends to visit men

Unseen and through thir habitations watks

To mark thir doings them beholding soon
Comes down to see thar Citie ere the Tower
Obstruct Heav n Towrs and m dension sets
Upon thir Tongues 2 vanous Spinit to rase

Quite oyt thir Natine Language and instead
“Tosow ajanghng noise of words unknown
Torthwitha ﬁ\dcnus gabble nses loud

Among the Builders each to other calls

ot understood il hotrse andail in rage

As mocht they storm great jaughter wasin Heavn
And fooking down to see the hubbub strange
And hear the din_ thus was the building lefe
Ridiculous and the work Confusion namd

W\ hereto thus Adam fatherly displeasd

O cxcerable Son so to aspite

Above hus Brethren to fumself assuming
Authonte usurpt from Gad not giv n

e gave us onely over Beast I'ish Towt
Dommion absolute that right we hold

By tis donation bue VMan over men

He made not Lord such tiele to himself
Reserving human lefe from human free

But thus Usurper hus encroachment prond

Staves not on Man to Cod his Tower intends
Sseqe and defiance 18 retrched man! whatfood
Will he comvey up thther to sustain

hil
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Himself and his rash Arme, where thin Aure
Above the Clouds will pine his entrails gross,
And famush him of Breath, 1f not of Bread?

To whom thus Michael Justly thou abhorr’st
That Son, who on the quiet state of men
Such trouble brought, affecting to subdue
Rational Libertre, yet know withall,
Since thy origmnal lapse, true Libertie
Is lost, which alwayes with right Reason dwells
Twinn’d, and from her hath no dividual being
Reason in man obscur’d, or not obeyd,
Immedlately mordinate destres
And upstart Passtons catch the Government
From Reason, and 1o servitude reduce
Man ull then free Therefore since hee permits
Within himself unwarthie Powers to reign
Over free Reason, God n Judgement yust
Subjects him from without to violent Lords,
Who oft as undeservedly enthrall
His ourward freedom Tyrannie must be,
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excuse
Yet somttmes Nattons will declime so low
From vertue, which 1s reason, that no wrong,
But Justice, and some faral curse annext
Deprives them of thir outward hiberte,
Thir myward lost, Watness th’ irreverent Son
Of hum who built the Ark, who for the shame
Don to lus Father, heard this heavie curse,
Servant of Servants, on us vitious Race
Thus will this Iatter, as the former World,
Still tend from bad to worse, till God at Iast
Wearsed with thewr miquittes, withdraw
His presence from among them, and wvert
His holy Eyes, resolving from thenceforth
To leave them to thir own polluted wayes,
And one peculiar Nation to select
I'rom all the rest, of whom to be imol'd,
A Nation from one futhful man to s:rrmg
Him on this side Luphrates yer residing,
Bred up 1n Idol-worship, O that men
(Canst thou believe?) should be so stupid grown,
Whale yet the Patrrach liv 'd, who scap d the Tlood,
As to forsike the Ining God, and fall
To worshup thirownworl m 1Wood and Stonc
For Gods' yet lum God the most Ihigh voutsifes
To call by Viston from his Tathers house,

So
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His hindred and false Gods mtoal wnd

Which he will shew him and from tum will rmse

A mughtie Nation and upon hum show re

His benediction so that i his Seed

All Navons shall he blest hee strmghr obeys

Not ) nowing to what Land y et irm belicves

1Isee um bue chou canst not With whatr Puth

He lewes tis Gods s Frends and natie Soile

Ur of Cl aldca passing naw the Ford 130
To Haran fter him a cumbrous Tram

Of Herds and Floc) s and numerous sertitude

Not wandring poor but trusting, ail bus wealth

With God who call d lum 1 alind unknown
Cant he now attans Isee his Tents

Pacht thout Sechens and the naighbouring Plaine

Of Morel there by pronuse he receaves

Gift to his Progenie of all that Land

T'rom Hamrath Northward to the Desert South
(Things by thar names [ call though vetunnamd) 140
From Hermon East 1o the great Western Sea

Mount Hermon yonder Sea cach plice behold

In prospect as I point them on the shoare

Alount Carmrel here the double founted stream
Jorian true home Lastward but tus Sons

Shall dwefl to Semr that fong ndge of Hills

Thus ponder that all Natons of the Larth

Shall in hus Seed be blessed In that Seed

s meant thy great deliverer who shall brutse

The Serpents hiead whereof to thee anan 150
Plambier shalf be reveald Tlus Patnarch blest

W hom Jasthfui Abral amn due time shaff call

A Son and of Ins Son a Grand childe leaves

1 ke himan fath ain wasdom and renown

The Crandchilde with tu elee Sons ncreast deparrs
Trom Cantaan to a land hereafter il d

Fgypt dided by the Rier Mie

See where it flows disgorging at seaven mouthes

Into the Sea to sojourn in that Land

He comes imated by a yonger Son 160
In nme of derth a Son whaose worthy deeds

Raise lum o be the second n that Realme

Of Harao there he dics and leaves hus Race

Growing, into a Naton and now grown

Suspeeted to a sequent hing who sechs

To stop thir ov crﬁm\nh 35 1IMITC TUOSES

“Too numerous whence of guests he makes them slnes
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Inhospitably, and lulls thir infant Males

Till by two brethren (those two brethren call
Moses and Am on) sent from God to clume

His people from enthralment, they return

With glory and spoile back to thu promis’d Land
But first the lawless Tyrant, who dentes

To know thir God, or message to regard,

Must be compelld by Signes and Judgements dire,
To blood unshed the Rivers must be turnd,
Frogs, Lice and Flies must all hus Palace fill

‘Wit loath’d mtrusion, and fill all the land,

His Cattel must of Rot and Murren die,

Botches and blames must all his flesh imboss,
And 1l his people, Thunder mixt with Haile,
Haile mint with fire must rend th’ Egyptumn Sle
And wheel on th’ Earth, devouring where 1t rouls,
‘What 1t devours not, Herb, or Frute, or Granc,
A darksom Cloud of Locusts swarming down
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds,
Palpable darkness, and blot out three dayes,

Last with one midmght stroke all the first-born
Of Egypt must he dead Thus with ten wounds
This River-dragon tam’d at length submuts

To let hus sojourners depart, and oft

Humbles his stubborn heart, but still as Ice

More hard’nd after thaw, ull 1n hus rage

Pursuing whom he late distmussd, the Sea
Swallows him with tus Host, but them lets pass
As on dric land between two christal walls,

Aw'd by the 10d of Moses so to stand

Divided, till his rescu’d gain thir shoar

Such wondrous power God to his Sunt will lend,
Though present m his Angel, who shall goc
Befoie them 1n a Cloud, and Pallar of [ire,

By day 1 Cloud, by mghta Pillar of Tire,

To guide them n thir journey, and remove
Behinde them, while th’ obdurat King pursues

All mght he will pursue, but hs 1ppronch,
Darlness defends betw cen till mormng Watch,
Then through the I‘lrcfr Pillar and the Cloud
God lool mg forth wil trouble il lus THost

And craze thir Chariot wheels when by commnd
Moses once more his rotcnt Rod extends

Over the Sea, the Ser lus Rod abeys,

On thir imbateelld rnl s the Waves return,
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And overwhelm thir Warr the Race elect
Safe towards Canaan from the shoar advance
Through the wilde Deserr not the readiest way
1 east entning on the Cnaanste allarmd

Warr ternfie them mespert and feare

Return them back ta g, pr choosing rather
Inciorious hfe wath servitude for life 20
To noble and 1gnoble 1s more sweet

Untraind 1n Armes where rashness leads not on
s also shall they gan by thir delay

In the wide Wilderness there they shall found
Thr government and thir great Senate choose
Throagh the twelve Tribes to rale by Laws ordand
Gad from the Mount of Stmar whose gray top
Shall tremble he descendin, will himself

In Thunder Lightring and foud Trumpets sound
Ordaine them Lawes part such as appertame 230
To el Justice part religious Rutes

Of swerifice, smforming them by 1y pes

And shadowes of that desund Seed to bruise

The Serpent by what meanes he shall actueve
\Mankinds dein erance But the vosce of God
Ta mortal eare 1s dreadful they bescech

Thar {foses rmght report ta them hus will

And terror cease he grants them thir desire
Instructed that to God 1s no access

W ithout Medutor whose lugh Office now 240
Voses 1n figure beares to introduce

One greater of whose day he shall foretell

And all the Prophets m thir Age the nmes

Of great Uesstaly shall simg Thus Laws and Rites

I stablishe such deligh hath God in Men

Obedient to hus will that he voutsafes

Among them to set up us Tabernacle

The holy One with mortal Men to ducli

By tus preseript a Sanctuary 1s famd

Of Cedar overlaid with Gold theren 250
An Ark and inthe Ark his Testimony

The Records of lus Cov nant over these

A\ Merae sear of Gold between the wings

Of two bnght Cherubim befare hum bura

Seaven Lamps asina Zodne representing,

The Hew nly fires over the Tenra Cloud

Shall rest by Day a fiense pleame by Naghe

Save when they journie and at fength they come
Conducted by s Angel to the Land
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Promusd to Abraban: and his Seed the rest

Were long to tell, how many Battels fought,

How many Kings destroyd, and Kingdoms won,

Or how the Sun shall 1n mud Heav'n stand still

A day entire, and Nights due course adjourne,

Mans voice commanding, Sun 1n Gtbeon stand,

And thou Moon 1n the vale of Aralon,

Tl Israel overcome, so call the third

¥rom Abrabant, Son of Isanc, and from him

His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win
Here Adam: mterpos’d O sent from Heav'n,

Enlightner of my darkness, gracious things

Thou hast reveald, those chiefly which concerne

Just Abrahanz and his Seed now first I finde

Mine eyes true op’ning, and my heart much eas’d,

Ervwhile perplext with thoughts what would becom

Of mee and all Mankind, but now I see

His day, m whom all Nations shall be blest,

Tavour unmented by me, who sought

Forbidd'n Lnowledge by forb:dd’n means

This yet I apprehend not, why to those

Among whom God will deigne to dw ell on Earth

So many and so various Laws are giv'n,

So many Laws argue so many sins

Among them, how can God with such reside®
To whom thus Mzchael Doubt not but that sin

‘Wil reign among them, as of thee begot,

And therefore was Law given them to evince

Thir natural praviue, by sturring up

Sin agamst Law to fight, that when they see

Law can discos er sin, but not remove,

Save by those shadowie expiations w eal,

The bloud of Bulls and Goats, they may conclude

Some bloud more precious must be paid for Man,

Just for unjust, that i such nghteousness

To them by T'uth imputed, they may finde

Justification towards God, and peace

Of Conscience, which the Law by Ceremontcs

Cannot appease, nor Man the moral part

Perform, 1nd not performing cannot Inne

So Law appears imperfer, and but giv n

With purpose to resign them mn fu’ll ume

Up to a better Cov'nant, disciphn’d
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T'rom shadowic Types to ‘Truth, from lesh to Spire,

I'rom imposition of strict Laws, to frce
Acceptance of large Grace, from servil fear
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To fihal works of Law to works of Farh
And therefore shall not doses though of God

Highly belov d being but the Minister
Of Law fus people into Canann lead

But Joshua whom the Gentiles Jesus call 310
His Name and Office beaning who shall quell
The adversante Serpent and bring back
Through the worlds wilderness long wanderd man
Safe to eternal Paradise of rest

Meanwhile they s thr earthly Camaen plact

Y ong ume sha)? duell and prosper but when sms
Nanonal tnterrupt thir public peace

Provohing God to rmse them enermes

F'rom whom as oft he saves them pemtent
By Judges first then under hangs of whom 30
The second both for pieue renound

And puissane deeds a pronuse shall recen e

Irrevocable that bus Regal Throne

For ever shall endure the hke shall sin,

All Praphecic That of the Roy al Stoct

Of Dz 74 (50 1 name this hang) shall rise

ASon the 1V omans Seed to thee foretold

Toretold to Abrabam asn whom shall trust

All Nauons and to Rangs foretold of Rangs

The fast for of fus Reign shall be no end 3,0
Bur it a lon, succession must ensue

And his next Son for Wealth and \Vasdom fam d

The clouded Ark of God till then it Tents

Wandnng shail ina glorious Temple enshrine

Such follow him as shatl be remsterd

Part good part bhad of bad the longer scrowle

Whase foul 1dalatnies and other faults

Heapre to the popular summe vl <o tncense

Gm{):\ toleae them and expose thur Land
Thur Cine bis Temple and hus holy Ark 340
38 ath aif s sacred things, a scarn and prey
To that proud Citie whose Ingh Walls thousaw st
Leftin confusie n Babyfon thence call f

There i caprnatie he lets themduell
The space of seventie vears then brings them back
Remembring mercie and hus Cov nant sworn
To Dr 1d stal hshtas the davesof feay n
Returnd from Baf ylon by leave of hings
Thur Lords whom God dispos d the house of God

They first re edific and fora while 350
In mean este ¢ Ine maderate ull grown
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In wealth and multitude, factious they grow,

But first among the Priests dissenston springs,

Men who attend the Altar, and should most

Endeat our Peace thir stnfe pollution brings

Upon the Temple it self at last they seise

The Scepter, and regard not Davids Sons,

Then loose it to a stranger, that the true

Anointed King Messiah might be born

Barr’d of hus night, yet at his Birth a Starr 360

Unseen before in Heav’n proclaims him com,

And guides the Eastern Sages, who enquire

His place, to offer Incense, Myrrh, and Gold,

His place of birth a solemn Angel tells

To stmple Shepherds, Leeping watch by mght,

They gladly thither haste, and by a Quire

Of squadrond Angels hear his Carol sung

A Virginis hus Mother, but his Sire

The Pow er of the most High, he shall ascend

The Throne hereditarie, and bound his Reign 370

‘With earths w1de bounds, his glory with the Heav'ns
He ceas'd, discermng Admr with such joy

Surcharg’d, as had like grief bin dew 'd in tears,

Without the vent of words, which these he breathd
O Prophet of glad tdings, fimsher

Of urmost hope' now clear I understand

WWhat oft my steddiest thoughts have searcht invain,

‘Why our great expectation should be call’d

The seed of Woman Virgmn Mother, Hatle,

High in the love of Heav'n, yet frommy Loynes 380

Thou shalt proceed, and from thy ‘Womb the Son

Of God most High, So God with man unites

Needs must the Serpent now his capital bruise

Lxpect with mortal pune s1y where and when

Thir fight, what strohe shall bruise the Victors heel
To whom thus Alichael Dream not of thir fight,

As of 1 Duel, or the local wounds

Of head or heel not therefore joy nes the Son

Manhood to God-head, with more strength to fol

Thy enemie, nor so is oy crcome 390

Satan, whose fall from Heav n,a deadher brusse,

Disabl d not to g e thee thy deaths wound

WWhich hee, who comes thy Saour, shall recure,

Not by destroying Satan, but lus worhs

In thee and 1n thy Seed nor can thus be,
But by fulfilling that which thou didst want,

Obedience to the Law of God, impos d
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Qn penalue of death and suffering death

The penalrie to thy transgression due

And due to theirs which out of thine will grow 400
So onely canhigh Jusnce rest appad
‘The Law of God exact he shall }:ﬂﬁll

Bath by obedience and by love though lose

Alone fulfill the Law thy’ punishment

He shall endure by corming m the Flesh

To a reproachful life and cursed death

Proclamung Life to all who shall believe

{u hus redemption and that his obedrence

Imputed becomes theirs by Faith fus mernts

To save them not thirown though legal worl's 410
For this he shall lise hated be blasphem d

Seis d on by force judg d and te deach condemnd

A shameful and accurst naild to the Cross

By hus onn Nauon shane for bnngmg Life

But to the Cross he nailes thy Cnemies

The Law that s 2gamse thee 2nd the sins

Of all mankinde with him there crucifi d

Never to hurt them more who nighey trust

in thus fus satisfaction so he dies

But soon resives Death aver fum no power 40
Shall fong usurp ere the third daw ning hghe

Returne the Starres of \forn shall see him nise

Outof lus grare fresh as the dawning hght

Thy ransom pasd which AMan from death redeens

His death for Man as many as offerd 1 1fe

Neglect not and the henefit imfirace

By farth notvoid of workes this God bheact

Annuls thy doom the death thou shouldst have dy d
Insin for everlast fromhfe thisact

Shall brse the head of Satan crush hus strength 30
Defeating Sinand Death hus tw o maine armes

And fix farr deeper m fus head thar sungs

“Then temporal death shall brusse the Victors hieel

Or thers whom he redeems a death ke sleep

A gentle wafung to immortal 1 1fe

Nor after resurection shall he stay

[ onger on Larth then certaine tunes to appeer

Tofus Disciples Men whoinins Life

Sufl folfow dium tothemshallleaveincharge

To teach a1l pations what of um they learn d 440
And hus Salvation them who shall beleeve

Bapuzng i the profluent streame the signe

OF\\ ashing them from guile of sin ¢o 3 de
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Pure, and 1n rind prepar’d, 1f so befall,
For death, Iike that which the redeemer dy'd
All Natons they shall teach, for from that day
Not onely to the Sons of Abrabans Lomes
Saly 1tion shall be Preacht, but to the Sons
Of Abrabams Farth v herever through the world,
So 1n Tus seed all Nations shall be blest
Then to the Heav'n of Heav'ns he shall ascend
With « ictory, triumphing through the aire
Ouver his foes and thine, there shall surprise
The Serpent, Prince of arre, and drag in Chanes
Through all his realme, & there confounded leave,
Then enter 1nto glory, and resume
His Seat at Gods night hand, exalted high
Above all names 1n Heav’n, and thence shall come,
VVhen this worlds dissolution shall be ripe,
With glory and power to judge both quich & dead
To judge th’ un}z)uthful dead, but to reward
His fathful, and receave them into bliss,
Whether in Heav'n or Larth, for then the Carth
Shall all be Paradise, far happrer place
Then this of Eden, and far happier dates

So spake th’ Archangel Mrchael, then paus d,
As at the Worlds great period, and our §1re
Replete with joy and wonder thus repl’d

O goodness nfinite, goodness immense?
That all this good of evil shall produce,
And evil turn to good, more wonderful
Then that by which creatton first brought forth
Lighe out of darkness' full of doubt I stand,
Whether I should repent me now of sin
By mee done and occasiond, or rejo3 ce
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Much more, that much more good thereof shall spring,

To God more glory, more good will to Men

T'rom God, and ot er w rauth grace shall abound

But s1y , 1f our delrv erer up to Heav'n

Must reascend, w hat will beude the few

His futhful, left among th’ unfaithful herd,

The enemies of truth, who then shalf gmde

His people, who defend? will they not deale .

Wors with his followers then wich hum they dealt
Be sure they wall, sad th® Angel, but from Heav n

THee to his own 1 Comforter will send, ,

The promse of the Father, w ho shall dw c{l]

His Spinit wathin them, and the Law of I'n‘l 1" .

Worling through love, upon thir hearts shall woite,
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To gwde themnall truth and also arme 490
With spinitual Armour able to restst

Satans assaules and quench fus fiene darts

What Man can do aganst them not affraid

Though to the death against such cruelties

With inward consolanons recompenc ¢

And oft sugport:d s0 as shall amaze

Thir proudest Ecrsecutexs for the Spine

Povi rd first on tus Apostles wham he sends

To evangehize the Nauons then onsil

Bapuz d shall them with wondraus gfts endue 500
To speal. all Tongues and do alf Miracles

As did thir Lord before them Thus they win

Great numbers of each Nation to receave

With joy the udings brought from Heav n arlength
Thir Mimstry performd and race well run

Thur doctrine and thir story wnteen left

They die butan thir soom as they forewarne

Wolles shall succeed for teachers grievous Wolves
Who all the sacred my stenes of Heas n

To thir own sde adsantages shall turne s10
Of lucre and ambinon and the truth

Wath superstinons and eraditions tunt

Lefr oncly inchose written Records pure

Though not but by the Spint undersrond

‘Then shall they seek to av il themsely es of nanes

Places and utdes and wath these to joime

Secufar power though feigmng sull to act

By spiritual to themsely es ap) ropriating

The Spint of God promisd alhe and gi n

To al) Beleevers and from that pretense 520
Spintual Lawes by carnal pow ex shall force

On every conscience Laws which none shall finde

1 eft chem mrauld or what the Spimt within

Shail on the heart engrave What walf they then

But force the Spinit of Grace it self and binde

His consart Drbertie what but unbwld

His ining Temples St by Fath to stand

Thir own Fauh not anathers far on Larth

I\ ho against Faith and Conscience can be heard
Infalbible v et many walf presume 530
W hence heasie persecunion shallan e

On aif who sn the worship persevere

Of Spirit and Truth the rest farr greater

W 1l deem in outward Rutes and specious formes
Relimon satisfi d Truth shall renre



BR XIT

Parabist Lost

Bestucl with slandrous darts, and worl s of Faith
Rarely be found so shall the World goe on,
To good malignant, to bad men benigne,
Under her own waght groaming, till the day
Appeer of respiration to the just,
And vengeance to the wicled, at return
Of him so lately promss’d to thy ard,
The Womans seed, obscurely then foretold,
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord,
Last in the Clouds from Heas 'n to be reveald
In glory of the Father, to dissolv e
Satan with his perverted World, then raise
From the conflagrant mass, purg’d and refin’d,
New Heav’ns, new Earth, Ages of endless date
Founded 1n nghteousness and peace and love,
To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Bliss
He ended, and thus Ada: last reply’d
How soon hath thy prediction, Seer blest,
Measur’d this transtent World, the Race of time,
Thll ume stand fixt beyond ssall abyss,
Eternitie, w hose end no eye can reach
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart
Greatly mn peace of thought, and hne my fill
Of knowledge, what this vessel cin containe,
Bey ond which was my folly to aspire
Henceforth 1 learne, that to obey 1s best,
And Iove with feare the onely God, to walk
As in his presence, ever to obsery e
His providence, and on him sole depend,
Merciful over all his works, with good
Sull overcoming evil, and by small

Accomplishing great things, by things deemd w eah

Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wisc
By simply meek, that suffering for Truthssahe
Is fortitude to highest victorie,
And to the f:mhgxl Death the Gate of Life,
Taught this by his example whom I now
Aclknowledge my Redeemer ever blest

To whom thus also th Angel hst repl’d
This havng learnt, thou hast attuned the summe
Of wisdom, hope no lugher, though all the Starrs
Thou knewst by nime, and all th’ cthereal Powers,
All sccrets of the deep, all Natures w orhs,
Or works of God n [1eas n Air Larth, or Sea,
And all the niches of this World cnjoy dst,
And nll the rule, one Lmpire, onely 1 d
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Deeds to thy hnowledse answ erable add Faith
Add Verrue Pauence Temperance add Lave
By name to come call d Chantie the soul
Of all the rest then wilt thou not be loath
To leate this Paradise but shalt possess
A Paradise wuthin thee happer tarr
Let us descend now therefore from thus top
Of Speculation for the hour precise
T acts our parung hence and see the Guards 590
¥> mee encampt on yonder Hill expect
Tur motion at whose Front a flanung Sword
In signat of remove waves fiercely round
Wemay nofonger stay go waken Eze
Heralso Lwith gentle Dreams have calm d
Portending good and all her spirits compos d
To meek submussion  thou at season fit
Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard
Chiefly whatmay concern her Fasth to hnow
The great detis erance by hier Seed to come §oo
(I or by the Womans Seed) an all Mankind
Thaty e may bne whick will be many daves
Both in one Faith unanimous though sad
\With cause for essls past yer much more cheerd
W ith medication on the happie end
He ended and they both descend the Hl
Descended Admmiothe Bowre whereF o
Lay sleepng ran before but found her wakt
And thus with words not sad she him secens d
Whenee thou returnst & whicher wenest Thnow 620
For Godisalsomnsieep and Dreams aduise
‘Which he hath sent propitious same great good
Presamine since with sorrow and hearts distress
Weaned { fell asleep but now Jead on
In mee 15 no delny, waith thee to goe
Isto stay here without thee here to stay
Is to go hence unwalhng thou to mee
Art all chings under Heav n all places thou
Wha for my waitful crune art banshe hence
Tlus further consolation y et secure o
Icarry hence though aill (x\ mee 35 lost
Such favour {unwortine am voutsaft
By smee the Proms d Sced shall all restare
Sospake our Mother £ e and Adanrheard
Well pleasd buranswes dnor for now too mgh
Th Archangel stood and fronithe other Hill
To thir fixt Station all in bnght array



BK XII

Parapise Lost 333

The Cherubim descended, on the ground

Gliding meteorous, as Ev’mng Mist

Ris'n from 2 River o're the marnish glides, 630
And gathers ground fast at the Labourers heel
Homeward returning High m Front advanc’t

The brandisht Sword of God before them blaz’d
Fierce as a Comet, which with tornid heat,

And vapour as the Libyan Air adust,

Began to parch that temperate Cltme, v hereat

In erther hand the hastning Angel caught

Our lingring Parents, and to th’ Eastern Gate

Led them direct, and dow n the Chiff as fasc

To the subjected Plaine, then disappeer d 640
They looking bacl, all th’ Eastern stde beheld

Of Paradise, so late thir happie seat,

‘Was 'd over by that flaming Brand, the Gate

With dreadful Faces throng’d and fierie Armes

Som natural tears they drop’d, but wip d them soon,
The World was all before them, where to choose
Thir place of rest, and Providence thir gmde

They hand 1n hand with wandring steps and slow,
Through Eden took thir solitarie way
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Of that sort of Dramatic Poemn which s calld
T'ragedy

Trac
moralil;;, :; :1!5 ;;llas antiently compos’d, hath been ever held the gravest,
Arsstotle o b ost profittble of all other Poems therefore said by
o be of power by rasing pity and fear, or terror, t
the mind of ¢, P s Tor, to purge
them 1o ose and such like passions, that 1s to temper and reduce
seemn th]ust measure with a fand of delight, surr’d up by reading or
cﬂ’ecgs : 0se passions well imitated Nor 1s Nature wanting mn her own
e ando mall\e good hlys assertion for so 1 Physic things of melancholic
remg quality are us’d against melancholy, sowr agamnst sowr, salt to
Cwervc ;’?lt humours Hence Philosophers and other gravest Wiiters, as
adomo dutarch and others, frequently cite out of Tragic Poets, both to
nota and illustrate thir discourse The Apostle Paul himself thought 1t
ture n“(’:?l'thy to insert a verse of Euripides into the Text of Holy Scrip-
the » ;1 or 15 33 and Pareus commentng on the Revelation, divides
of I-‘I‘ ole Book ‘as 2 Tragedy, into Acts disungusht each by a Chorus
& eavenly Harpings and Song between Herctofore Men 1n highest
edgm%r have labour’d not a little to be thought able to compose a Trag-
bef}',o f that honour Dionysius the elder was no less ambitious, then
e Are of his attaiing to the Tyranny Augustus Ceesar also had begun
lefe 7ax, but unable to please his own judgment with what he had begun,
of ll1t unfinisht Semeca the Plulosopher 15 by some thought the Author
Grt ose Tragcdxes (at lest the best of them) that go under that name
ry ¢gory Nazianzen a Father of the Church, thought it not unbeseeming
C Sanctity of his person to write a Tragedy, which he enutl’d, Christ
suffermg This 1s menuon’d to vindicate Tragedy from the small estcem,
or rather nfamy, which 1n the account of many 1t undergoes at this day
with other common Interludes, hap'ning through the Pocts error of in-
termiving Comic stuff wath Tragic sadness and gravity, or mtroducing
trvaal and vulgar persons, wihich by all judicious hath bin counted ab-
surd, and brought n without discretson, corruptly to granfic the people
And though anuent Trigedy use no Prologuc, y et using somenmes, m
c1se of self defence, or evplanauon, that which Martial calls an Epustle,
n behalf of this Tragedy coming forth after the antient manner, much
different from what among us passes for best, thus much before hand
may be Epistl’d, that Choriis 1s here mtroduc’d after the Grech manner,
not anucnt only but modern, and stll n use among the Jtaluans In the
modelling therefore of this Poem with good reason, the Anuents and
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Ye3lians axe rather follow d as of much more authority and fame The
measure of Verse us d i the Chorus 15 of all sorts cali' d by the Greeks
Aonostrophic ot rather dpolelymenon without regard had to Strophe
Antistrophe or Epod which were 2 11nd of Stanza s fram d only for the
Music then usd with the Chorus that sune not essental to the Poem
and therefore not matersal or being divided into Stanza s or Pauses they
may be call d Alleostropl 2 Divisioninto Act and Scene rcfcmng chiefly
to the Stage (to which this worl never was intended) 1s here omitred

It suffices 1f the whole Drama be found not produc £ beyond the fift
Act of the style and unformitic and that commonly call d the Plor
whether intricate or cx?hmr which 1s nothing indeed but such ceconomy
or disposition of the fable as may stand best with vensmilitude and
decorum they only will best judge who arc not unacquainted with
Zscl ulus Sopho les and Funipides the three Tragic Poets uncquall d
yet by any and the best rule to all who endeavour to wnte Traged
The circumscription of time wherein the whole Druma begns and ends
1s according 1o anuent rule and best example withm the space of 24
haurs
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A SAMSON AGONISTES 2:

THE ARGUMENT

Samson

m,,mm?;zggkc”:g:l’;% Blind, and now m the Prison at Gaza, there to labour asmn a
forth into the open A, on a Festwal day, m the general cessation from labour, comes
moan Ius condition I;;; to a place mgh, somewhat retird there to sit a while and be

equals of Ius tribo, wwl ;ere be bappens at length to be wisited by certam fricnds and
then by Ins old I oy Jl;:\ ; wmake the Chorus, who seek to comfort bum awhat they cam;
pose 10 procure b "-I’Tb anoa, who endeavours the like, and withal tells bun bis pur-
Philistins as a da ':, 175;' ty by ransom, lastly, that this Feast was proclammd by the
wuhich yet more ’t,r f o m;rksgtmng for thir dehwerance front the hands of Samson

the Philictian Lardﬂ“ es bn Manoa then departs to prosecute bis endeavour with
other persons andi fGIr Samson s redemption, who m the wean awhile 1s visited by
fore the Lords and Pa stly by a publick Officer to require bis comuig 1o the Feast be

fuses, disnssing ¢l eople, to play or shew bus strength m thir presence, be at first re

suaded nmardlg t;e publick Officer with absolute denyal to come, at length per-
710w the St'cnndyt bat this was from God, be yields to go along with bi, who came
onthe place, M. 1me wnth great threatnings to fetch hun, the Chorus yet remanng
ance 1n the ;mdﬂ:loa returns full of joyful hope, to proctrc e're long Dis Sons deln er-
afternard m i dof avbich discourse an Ebrew comcs m baste confusedly at first, aud
Phulisting ore distinctly relarng the Catastrophe, what Samson had done 10 the

and by accident to brnself, wherc with the Tragedy ends

The Peisons
Samson Harapha of Gath
Manon the Father of Samson Publick Officer Messenger
Dalila Jus Wife Chorus of Danttes
The Scene before the Prisonn Gaza

AMS A hrle onward lend thy guiding hand
To these dark steps, a hittle further on,
Tor yonder bank hath choice of Sun or shade,
There I am wont to sit, when any chance
Relicy es me from my t1sh of servilc toyl,
Datly m the common Prison elsc enjoy n'd mc,
Where I 1 Prisoner chun d, scaree frecly draw
The air impnison’d also, closc and damp,
Unw holsom draught but here I feel amends
The breath of Ieav'n fresh-blowing, pure and swcety
With day -spring born, here [en ¢ mc to respire
Thss d1y 2 solemn [east the people hold
To Dagon thir Sea-Idol, ind forbid
Laborious worhs, unwillngly thus rest
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Thur Superstition yields me hence with leave

Retnn,, from the popular nosse 1seek

This unfrequented place to find some ease

Tase ta the bady some none to the mund

From restless thoughts that lilke a deadly swarm

Of Hornets arm d 1o sooner found alone .0
Bue rush upon me thronging and present

Tames past what once was and whatamnow

O wherefore was my hirth from Heaven foretold
Twiceby an Angel whoatlastinsighe

Of both my Parents all 1n flames ascended

From off the Altar where an Off ning burn d
Asmafiery column chanoting

His Godlike presence and from some greatact

Or benefit reveal d to Abrabam s race?

Why was my breeding order d and prescrib d 30
As of a person separate to God

Destgn d for great explons if 1 must dye

Betray d Cn%nv d and both my Eyes put out,

Made of my Enemies the scomn :mr? gaze

To grind 1n Brazen Cetters under tash

Wuh this Heav n gifted strength> O glorious strength
Put to the labour of a Beast debast

Low er then bondstave! Promse was that

Should Israel from Philisttan y oke deliver

As), for this great Dddi erer now and find lum 40
L eless in Gaza at the Mill with slaves

Himself 1n bonds under Phulistian y ohe

Yerstay et menot rashly callin doubt

Divne Prediction whatif all foretold

Had been fulfilld bur throvgh mine own defanlt

W hemhave Lo complain of but my self?

Who this hagh gift nfstrtng!h comimitted to me

In what pare lodg & how casily bereft me

Under the Seal of sifence could not heep

But weakly to a woman must reveal 1e 50
O recome with smporcunity and ceats

O)mpotence of mind 1n body strong!

But what ss strength without a double share

Of wisdom, vast unwieldy burdensom

Proudly secure, yet hable to fall

By weakestsuttlenes, not made to rule

But ro subseni e where wisdom bears command

Cod when he gave me strength to shew withal

Haow shght the gift was hung it tn my Eair

But peace 1 must nor quarrel wich the wall 1]
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Of highest dispensation, w hich herem
Happ'ly had ends above my reach to hnow
Suffices that to me strengtli 1s my bane,

And prov es the sourse of 1ll my miseries,

So many, and so huge, that each 2part
Would ash a life to watl, but chief of all,

O loss of sight, of thee I most complun'
Blind among enemues, O worse then chauns,
Dungeon, or beggery, or decrepit age!
Light the prime work of God to me 15 extinct,
And all her various objects of delight
Annull’d, which might in part my grief have e1s'd,
Inferiour to the vilest now become

Of man or worm, the vilest here excel me,
They creep, yet see, I dark 1 hght expos'd
To daily fraud, contempt, abuse and v rong,
‘Within doors, or wathout, stull 2s a fool,

In power of others, never n my own,
Scarce half I seem to live, dead more then half
O dark, dark, dark, amud the blaze of noon,
Trrecoverably dark, total Eclipse

Without all hope of day!

O first created Beam, and thou great Word,
Let there be ight, and hght was over all,
Why am I thus bereav’d thy prime decrec?
The Sun to me 15 dark

And silent as the Moon,

When she deserts the might

Hid n her vacant interlunar cwve

Since light so necessary 1s to Iife,

And almost life itself, 1f 1t be true

That hight 1s1n the Soul,

She allin every part, why was the sight

To such 1 tender ball as th’ eye confin’d?

So obvious and so easte to be quench’t,

And not as fechng through all parts diffus d,
That she might look 2t will through every pore?
Then had I not been thus evl’d from Light,
Asin the Jand of darkness yeemn hghe,

To live a life half dead, a ning death,

And buried, but O ? ct more miserble’

ALy self, my Scpulc ier, 2 moving Grave,
Buried, y ct not exenipt

By priviledge of death 1nd burial

Trom worst of other evils, puns and wrongs,
But made hereby obnovious more
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To all the rmseries of hfe

Life in capuvity

Among inhuman foes

But who are these? for with jomnt pace Thear o

The tread of many fect stearing this way

Perhaps my enemies who come to stare

Atrmy affiction and perhaps tonsule

Thar duly practice to afffict me mare

Chor Tll:ls thisishe softly awhile

Let us not break i upon him

O change bey ond report thought or behef?

Sec how he lies at random carelessly diffus d

With languish thead unpropt

As one past hope abandon to

And by hamself given over

In stavish habat 1fi fitted weeds

O re wornand soid

Or do my ¢yes musrepresent® Can thus be hee

That Herowe that Renown d

Irresisuble Sarson? whomunarm d

No strength of man or fiercest wild beast could wich
stand

WWho tore the Lion as the Lion tears the had

Ran on embatteild Armics clad in Iron

And weaponless himself 2,0

Made Arms ndiculous useless the forgery

Of brazen shield and spear the hammer d Cuirass

Chalybean temper d steel and froch of mait

Adamntean Proof

But safest he who stood afoof

When insupportably tusfootadsanc ¢

In scorn of tiur proud arms and watlshe tools

Spum d them to death by Troops The bold
Ascalomte

Tled from his Lion ramp old Warriors turn d

Thir plared backs under his heel 140

Or gros ing soifed thir crested hefmees m the dust

Then with what tnvial w eapon came to hand

The Jaw of 2 dead Ass ussword of bone

A thousand fore shins fell the flower of falestin

In Ramrah-leck t famous to ths day

‘Then by man force pulld up and on fus shoulders
hore

The Gates of 42,2 Post andma sie Bar

Uptathe Hillly Hebron scatof Cantsold

Nooumes of 2Sabbath day and loaded so
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Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heav'’n 150
Which shall I first bewail,
Thy Bondage or lost Sight,
Prison within Prison
Inseparably dark>
Thou art become (O worst imprisonment!)
The Dungeon of thy self, thy Soul
I(Whlch Men enjoying sight oft without cuuse complun)
mprison’d now mdeed,
In real darlness of the body dwells,
Shut up from outward hght 160
To ncorporate with gloomy night,
For mnward light alas
Puts forth no visual beam
O murror of our fickle state,
Since man on earth unparallel'd!
The rarer thy example stands,
By how much from the top of wondrous glory,
Strongest of mortal men,
To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou art fall'n
Tor him I reckon not 1n high estate 170
Whom jong descent of birth
Or the sphear of fortune raises,
But thee whose strength, while vertue was her mate
Might have subdu’d the Carth,
Universally crown’d with hughest praises
San: T hear the sound of words, thur sense the arr
Dissolves unjointed e're 1t reach my car
Chor Hee speal s, let us draw nigh Matchlessn might,
The glory lte of Israel, now the grief,
We come thy friends ind neighbours notunhnown 180
I'rom Eshtaol and Zora’s fruitful Vale
To visit or bewail thee, or if better,
Counsel or Consolition we may bring,
Salve to thy Sores, apt words have pov er toswage
The tumors of a troubl'd mind,
And 1re as Balm to fester'd wounds
Sam Your coming, I'riends, revives me for Ilearn
Now of my own experience, not by rlk,
How counterfeit a com they are who friends
Bear 1n their Superscription (of the most
I would be understood) 10 pmS{Jcrous dys
They swarm, but 1n ady erse wir 1draw thar head
Not to be found though sought Y ec see, O fricnds,
How mn evils hneenclos d me round,
Yet that winch was the worst now least afflicts me,

190
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Blindness for had Isight confus d with <hame
How could T once look up or heave the head
Wha lihe a foohish Pifot has e shipwrach. ¢,
My Vessel trusted to me from above
Glorausly nigg d and for 3 word a tear
Yool have divulg d the secret gift of God
Toa decentful Woman tell me Friends
Am I not sung and proverhd for 1 Fool
Int every street, do they not say how well
Are come upon him hus deseres® et why ?
Immeasurable strength they mght behold
Inme of wisdom nothing more then mean
This with the other should atleast have purd
These two proportiond 1l drove me transy erse
Chor Taxnot divine disposal wisest Men
Hase ers d and by bad Women been decens d
And shall again pretend they ne re so wise
Deject not then so overmuch thy self
Who tast of sorrow thy full Joad besides
Yet truth to say oft have heard men wonder
Why thou shouldst wed Plirdistian women rather
Then of thine own Trbe fairer or as far
Atleast of thy own Naton and as noble
S The first U saw at Trrma and she pleasd
Afee notmy Parents that I <ought to wed
The daughter of an Infidel they knew not
That what I motion d was of God Thnew
From intimate smpulse and therefore urg d
The Marmage on that by oceaston hence
1 rmught begin Israel's Delverance
The work to which I was disinely call d
She proving faise the next I took to Wife
{Othat I never had! fond wish too late)
Wasan the Vale of Sorec Dalida
That specious Monster my sccomplishe snare
Ethough i law ful from my formeract
And the same end sulf warching to oppress
Israel's appressours of what now I suffer
She was not the pnime cause but Imy self
wWhao vanquisht With a peal of words (O w cahness’)
Gareupmy fort of silence tos Woman
Chor In'sechang just oceasion to proyoke
The I Inhstrme thy Countses Lnemy
‘Thou never wast rermss Lbear thee witness
Yt Jeract sull sen es wath all hus Sons.
Sam That fault Teale not on me but transfer

10
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On Israel’s Governours, and Heads of Tribes,
Who seemng those great acts which God had done
Singly by me aganst their Conquerours
Acknowledg’d not, or not at all consider’d
Deliverance offerd Ion th’ other side
Us’d no ambition to commend my deeds,
The deeds themselves, though mute, spoke loud the
dooer,
But they persisted deaf, and would not seem
To count them things worth notice, till at length 250
Thir Lords the Philistines with gather'd powers
Enterd Judea seeking mee, who then
Safe to the rock of Ethanz was retir'd,
Not flying, but fore-casung m what place
To set upon them, what advantag'd best,
Mean while the men of Judah to prevent
The harrass of thir Land, beset me round,
I willingly on some conditions came
Into thir hands, and they as gladly yield me
To the uncircumcis’d a welcom prey, 260
Bound with two cords, but cords to me were threds
Toucht with the flame on thir whole Host I flew
Unarm’d, and with  trnval weepon fell’d
Thir choicest youth, they only liv d who fled
Had judab that day join'd, or one whole Tribe,
They had by this possess’d the Towers of Gath,
And lorded over them whom now they serve,
But what more oft 1n Nanons grown corrupt,
And by thrr vices brought to servitude,
Then to love Bondage more then Liberty,, 270
Bondage with ease then strenuous hberrs ,
And to despise, or emv v, or suspect
Whom God hath of lus special fav our ras’d
As thir Delnerer, 1f he qught begin,
How frequent to desert him, and at st
To heap ingrautude on wortluest deeds™
Chor Thy words to my remembrince bring
How Swccoth and the Fort of Penuel
Thar great Deliverer contemn’d,
The matchiess Grdeon in pursit 280
Of Aadian and her v nn?uxsht kangs
And how ingrateful Cphramn
Had deale with Jephtha, who by argument,
Not worse then by hisslueld and spear
Defended Isr1el from the Annnomte,
Had not his prow ess quell’d thir pride
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Of vow and have betray d it toa woman
A Canganite my faithless enemy 380
Thus well { knew nor was atall supns
But warn d by oft expenience did nat she
Of T nna first betray me and res ea}
“The secret wrested from me 1n her lughth
Of Nupual Love profest carrying it strat
To them who h:uf corrupted her my Spies
And Ruvals® In this other was there found
More Faith? who also in her pnme of love
.ii_q‘ousal embraces vitated with Gold

ough offer donly by the sent concen d 390
Her spunous first born Treason agatst me>
Thrice she ass2y d with flattening prayers and sighs
And amorous reproaches to win from me
My capatal secret sn what part my strength
Lay stor dinwhat part summ d that she mught hnow
‘Thrice I deluded her and turn d to sport
Her importumty cach tme percening
How openly and with whatimpudence
She purpos dto betray me and (wiuch was worse
Then undissembl d hate) with what contempt 400
She sought to make me Travtor to m{ self
Y et the fourth time when mustring all her wiles
With blandishe parhies femmime assaults
Tongue battenes she surceas d not day not mght
“To storm me over watch t and weanied out
At imes when men seek most repose and rest
1viclded and unlock d her all my heart
Who with 2 gran of manhood well resoh d
Aflight easily have shool off ait her snares
But foul effeminacy heldmeyoh t 410
Her Bond slave O mdigmny O blot
To Honour and Rehgon' servsl mind
Reuwarded well with ser i} pumshment!
The base degree to which [now am falla
These rags this gnndmg 18 ot y et so base
Aswasmy former servitude 1gnoble
Unmanly 1gnominious snfamous
Trueslavery and thae bhindness v orse then this,
That saw nothow degeneratly Isen &

a1 cannot prasse thy Matriage choses Son - 4 0
Rather appros d themnot but thou dudse plead
Divine impulsion prompting how thou nughe s
Find some pocasion to snfest our Cocs.
Istate not that shisfamsure our foes
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Found soon occasion thereby to mal.e thee
Thir Captave, and thir triumph, thou the sooner
Temptation found’st, or over-potent charms
To violate the sacred trust of silence
Deposited within thee, which to have kept
Tacir, was in thy power, true, and thou bear’st 430
Enough, and more the burden of that fault,
Butterly hast thou paid, and still art paying
That rigid score A worse thing yet remarns,
This day the Philistines a popular Feast
Here celebrate in Gasa, and proclaim
Great Pomp, and Sacnifice, and Praises loud
To Dagon, as their God who hath delver’d
Thee Samson bound and blind mto thir hands,
Them out of thine, who slew’st them many 1 slam
Se Dagon shall be magmfi’d, and God, 440
Besides whom 1s no God, compar’d with Idols,
Disglorifi’d, blasphemn’d, and had in scorn
By th’ Idolatrous rout am:dst thir wine,
Which to have come to pass by means of thee,
Sainson, of all thy sufferings think the heaviest,
Of all reproach the most with shame that ever
Could have befall'n thee and thy Fathers house

Samn Father, I do acknowledge and confess
That I this honour, I this pomp have brought
To Dagon, and advanc’d his praises high 450
Among the Heathen round, to God hay e brought
Dishonour, obloquie, and op’t the mouths
Of Idalists, and Atheists, have brought scandal
To Israel, diffidence of God, and doubt
In feeble hearts, propense anough before
To waver, or fall off and joyn with Idols
Which 1s my chref affiction, shame and sortow,
The angwsh of my Soul, that suffers not
Mine ete to harbour sleep, or thoughts to rest
Tlus only hope relies cs me, that the strife 460
With me hath end, all the contest 1s Row .
"Tw it God and Dagon, Dagon hath presum'd,
Me os erthrow n, to enter ists with God,
His Deity companing and preferring
Before the God of Abraham He, be sure,
WVill not connn ¢, or linger, thus pro;tok d,

d his great nIme 1sse;

gl:lzz:z‘r;l:::;cs::op -mgd shall ¢ re long recene
Such 1 discomfit, 15 shall quite despoil hun N
Of all these bnqcrcd Tmphxcs won onme, 470
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Effenunathy vanquish 1 by which means
Now blind dishearin d shamd dishonour d queli d
“To what can I be useful whereinsene
My Nauon and the worl, from Heav nwmpos d
But to sitadle on the houshold hearth
A burdenous drone to visitants a gaze
Or pied object these redundant locks
Robustious to no purpose clustning down
Vamn monument of strength nll length of years 570
And sedentar) numness craze my hmbs
To a contemptible old age abscure
Here rather let me drudge and cam my bread
Tl vermun or the draff of sen il food
Consume me and oft invocated deach
Hast n the welcom end of all my pains
fan Wit thou then serve the Philistees with that gift
Which was :xprcslg g u thee to annoy them?
Betrer at home he hed nd nat only dle
Ingforious ummploy d with age out worn frid
But € od who caus ({a fountain at thy prayer
From the dry ground to spring thy thirst'to alfay
After the brunt of battel canas easic
Cause hght agam wathin thy eres to spring
Wherewith to serve hum better then thou hast
Andlperswademeso w hy else thus scrength
Mraculous y et remaming in those locks®
His nught continues 1n thee not for naught
Nor shall hus wondrous gfts be frustrate thus
Smn All otherwise to me my thoughts poncnd 590
“That these dark orlis no more shall treat with Iight
North other ight of hfe continue long
But y1eld 1o double dathness mgh at hand
So much I feel my gemal spinies droop
My hopes all flat nature within me seems
Inall her functions weary of herself
My race of glorv run and race of shame
And 1 shall shortly be with them that rest
Man Belier e not these suggestions which proceed
Trom angush of the mmd and humours blac| oo
That mingle with thy fancy [however
Must not onnt a Fathers umely care
To prosecute the means of thy delw erance
By ransom orhow clse mean'w hule be calm
And healing words from these thy fnends admit.
Sam O dhat torment should nat be canfind
To the bodies wounds and sores



SansoN AGONISTES

With maladies innumerable
In heart, head, brest, and reins,
But must secret passage find 610
To th’ inmost mind,
There exercise all his fierce accidents,
And on her purest spinits prey,
As on entrails, joints, and himbs,
‘With answerable pams, but more intense,
Though void of corporal sense
My griefs not only pam me
Asa lingring disease,
But finding no redress, ferment and rage,
Nor less then wounds immedicable 620
Ranclle, and fester, and gangrene,
To black morufication
Thoughts my Tormenters arm’d with deadly stings
Mangle my apprehensive tenderest parts,
aasperate, exulcerate, ind raise
Dire inflammation which no cooling herb
Or medcmal hquor can asswage,
Nor breath of Vernal Air from snowy Alp
Sleep hath forsook and g1v'n me o're
To deaths benumming Opiam as my only cure 630
Thence faintungs, swounings of desparr,
And sense of Heas 'ns desertion
Twas his nurshing once and chosce delight,
His desun’d from the womb,
Promisd by Heat enly message twice descending
Under lus special e1e
Abstemious I grew up and thrinv 'd amain,
He led me on to mightiest deeds
Abov ¢ the nenve of mortal arm
Against the uncircumeis'd, our encnces 640
But now hath cast me off as never known,
And to those cruel encmies
Whom I by his appointment had protoh ¢
Left me all helpless with th’ irreparable loss
Of sight, reserv'd aln ¢ to be repeated
The subjeet of thir cruclty, or scorn
Nor am Iin the list of them that hope,
Honpeless arc all my evals, all remediless
This one pray er y et remns, mught I be heard,
No long peution, speedy death 650
The close of Al my nusenes, ind the balm
Chor Aany arc the sxvings of the wise
In anuent and m modern books enroll d,

353



OAMSON AGONISTES

Lxtolling Patience as the truest foratude
And to the bearing v ell of all calamunies
Al chances maident to mans frail hfe
Consolatories writ
With studied argument and much perswaston sought
Lentent of gnef and anvious thought
But with th afflicted 1n fus pangs thir sound s6o
Littie prevails or rather seems a tune
Harsh and of dissonant mood from hus complaint
Unless he feel within
Some sourse of consolation from ahove
Secret refreshings that repair his strength
And fanting spints uphold

God of our kathers what 1s man'
‘That thou towards bim with hand so vanous
Or mughe I say contrarous
Temperst thy providence through his short course 670
Not evenly as thou rat st
The Angelic orders and infenour creatutes mute
Irrational and brute
Nor do I namc of men the common rout
That wandring loose about
Grow up and perssh as the summer flie
Heads without name no more rememberd
Butsuch a thou hast salemnly clected
With gfts and graces eminently adorn d
To some grear work thy glory
And peoples safety whichm part they effect
Yt toward these thus dignifi d thouoft
Anndst thr ughth of noon
Changest thy countenance and thy hand with no regard
Of ghest favours past
Trom thee on them or them to thee of service

Noronly dost degrade them or remmt
To life obscur d “Elch werea fair dismussion
Bur throw st them Jower then thou didst exale them igh
Unseemly falls in human exe 690
Too gnies ous for the trespass or omission
Oft leas stthem to the hostile sword
OF Heathen and prophane thir carkasses
To dogrs and fowlsa prey or else captv d
Or to the unjmst tribunals under change of tines,
And cond of the ingrateful mulutud
¥ thesc they scape perhaps in poverty
Wath sichness and disease thou bow st them dosn
Panful discases and deformd

680
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In crude old age, 700
Though not disordinate, yet causless suffring
The punishment of dissolute days, m fine,
Just or unjust, alike seem muserable,
For oft alike, both come to evil end
So deal not with s once thy gloricus Champron,
The Image of thy strength, and mighty mimster
‘What do I beg® how hast thou dealt already>
Behold him in this state calamitous, and turn
His labours, for thou canst, to peaceful end
But who 15 this, what thing of Sea or Land? 710
Femal of sex 1t seems,
That so bedeckt, ornate, and gay,
Comes this way suhing
Lake n stately Shup
Of Tarsus, bound for th’ Isles
Of Javan or Gadier
With all her bravery on, and tachle trim,
Sails fill'd, and streamers waving,
Courted by all the winds that hold them play,
An Amber sent of odorous perfume 720
Her harbinger, a damsel train behnd,
Some rich Philistian Matron she may seem,
And now at nearer view, no other certun
Than Dalila thy wife
Sam My Wife, my Tray tress, let her not come near
me
Cho Yet on she moves, now stands & ecies thee fine,
Aboutt hnve spohe, but now, with head declin’d
Likc a fair flow er surchaig’d with dew, she weeps
And words addrest scem 1nto tears dissoh d,
Woerning the borders of her sith’n verl 750
But now 1gamn she mahes address to speak
Dal With doubtful feet and wvering resolution
1 came, sull dreading thy displeasure, Sanison,
Which to have mented, without excuse,
I cannot but achnow ledge, vy etif tears
My exprate (though the frct more evil drew
In the perverse event then [ foresaw)
My penance hath not shick’n d, though my pardon
No way assur d But conjugal affection
Prevaling oxer fear, and umcrous doubr 740
11ath led me on desirous to behold
Once more thy face, and know of thy estate
If aught in my ability m1y <enve
To hi:ht n what thou suffer st, and appease
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Thy mund with what amends 15 10 my power
Though fate yetinsome part to recompense
My rash but more unfortunate msdeed
Samr Out out Hyena these are thy wonted arts,
And arts of every woman false ke thee
Tobreak all farth all vows decene betray 50
Then as repentant to submie beseech
And reconcilement mosve with fogn d remorse
Confess and promuse wonders in her change
Not truly pemtent but chief totry
Her husband how farurg d hus panence bears
His sertue or weakness which way 1o assa)d
Then with more cautions and instructed shall
Agam transgresses and agan subnuts
That wsest and best men full oft begud &
With goodness prnespl 4 not to reject 760
The pemrent but ever to forgie
Are drawn to wear out nuserable day s
Entang} & with a poy snous basor snake
Jf not by quick destruction soon cut off
As1by thee to Agesan example
Dial Yet hear me Samson niot that 1 endear our
To lessen or exteauate rmy offence
But that anth ather sidesf srbeweighd
By i self with aggravanons not surcharg d
Or clse wath just allowance counterpois d 770
Imay of possible thy pardon find
The casier towards me or thy hatred ess
Firstgranung as ¥ do 1t wasa weakness
In me burmcsdent o all our sex
Cunostty mquissiie umportane
Of seerets then with lihe mﬁrmx?v
To publish them both common female favlts
1¥as 1t not weakness afso to make Anown
For tmportumty that 1s for navghe,
Wherem consisted all thy strength and safees > bl
To what T dud thou shewdse mie fiest the way
But I 1o enermes reveal d and should not
Nor shouddst thov has ¢ trusred that to womans fralty
T relto thee thou to thy self wasteruel
Let weahness then with % eahness come to parl
So near related or the same of kind
Thine fargine mme that men may censurc thine
The gentler of severely thou exace not
\ore screagth from me then n thy self was found
And whatf Love winch thou interpree s hate 99
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The jealousie of Love, powerful of sway
In human hearts, nor less in mine towards thee,
Caus’d what I did? I saw thee mutable
Of fancy, feard lest one day thou wouldst leave me
As her at Tumna, sought by all means therefore
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmest
No betrer way I saw then by importuning
To learn thy secrets, get mto my power
Thy Ley of strength and safety thou wilt say,
‘Why then reveal’d? I was assur’d by those 8oo
Who tempted me, that nothing was design’d
Against thee but safe custody, and hold
That made for me, I knew that liberty
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises,
While I 1t home sate full of cares and fears
Wailing thy absence 1n my widow’d bed,
Here I should sull enjoy thee day and mght
Mine and Loves prisoner, not the Plulistines,
Whole to my self, unhazarded abroad,
Fearless at home of partners n my love 810
These reasons in Loy es law have past for good,
Though fond and reasonless to some perhaps
And Love hath oft, well meamng, wrought much wo,
Yet alway s pity or pardon hath obtain’d
Be not unhl ¢ 1l others, not austere
As thou art strong, mflexible as steel
If thou 1 strength all mortals dost exceed,
In uncompassionate anger do not so
Sam How cunmngly the sorceress display s
Herouwn transgressions, to upbrard me mine! 820
That malice not repentance brought thee huther,
By this appears I gave, thou say st, th’ example,
Tled the way  batrer reproach, but true,
I to my sclf was false ¢'re thou to me,
Such pardon therefore as I gine my folly,
Taketo thy wiched deed which when thou seest
Imparual, sclf-sev ere, mevorble,
Thou wilt renounce thy seching and much rather
Confess it feign d, weahness s thy excuse,
And I belies et weal ness to resist 830
Philistran gold 1f weal ness may excuse,
What Murtherer, what Tra tor, Parniaide,
Incestuous Sacrilegrous, but my plead it
All wickedness 1s weakness  that plea therefore
With God or Man will gun thee no remisston
But I ovc construn d thee, eall it furious rage
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Tosausfic thy lust Loveseeksto have Love
My love how couldst thou hope who tookst the way
To raise 1n me mexpable hate
Knowing asneeds [ must by thee betray d* 840
In vain thou strv st to cover shame with shame
Or by evasions thy crime uncoverst more
D1l Since thou determunst w eakness for no plea
In man or woman though to thy own condemning
Hear what assaults T had what snares besides
What steges girt me round ¢ re I consented
‘Which mught have aw d the best resols d of men
The constantest to have yielded without blame
It was not gold as to my charge thou lay st
That wrought with me thou know st the Magstrates 850
And Princes of my countrey came in person
Sollicited commanded threatn d urg d
Adjur d by all the bonds of c1vil Duty
And of Religion press d how just 1t was
How honourable how glortous to entrap
A common enemy who had destroy d
Such numbers of our Nation and the Priest
‘Was not behind but ever ac my car
Preaching how mentorious with the gods
It would be to ensnare an irreligious 860
Dishonourer of Dagon what had 1
To oppose agamnst such pow erful arguments®
Only my love of thee held long debate
And combated 1n silence all these reasons
‘With hard contest at length that grounded maxim
So nife and celebrated 1n the mouths
Of wisest men that to the public good
Private respects must yreld with grave authonty
Tool full possesston of me and prevail d
Vertue as I thought truth duty so enjoy ning 870
Sam 1 thought where all thy arclin, wiles would end
In feign d Religion smooth hy pocrisie
But had thy love stll odiously pretended
Bin as it ought sincere 1t would have taught thee
Far other reasonings brought forth other deeds
1 before all the daughters of my Tnbe
And of my Nauon chose thee from among
My enemics lov d thee as too well thou hnew st
Too well unbosom d all my secrets to thee
Not out of levity but over powrd
By thy request who could deny thee nothing
Yet now am judg d an enemy i hy then
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Dudst thou at first recerve me for thy husband?
Then, as since then, thy countries foe profest
Being once 1 wife, for me thou wast to leave
Parents and countrey , nor was I their subject,
Nor under thetr protection but my own,
Thou mine, not theirs 1f qught agamnst my hfe
Thy countrey sought of thee, 1t sought unjustly,
Agamnst the law of natuie, law of nations, 890
No more thy countiey, but an impious crew
Of men conspiring to uphold thir state
By worse than hostile deeds, violating the ends
Fo1 which our countrey 1s a name so dear,
Not therefore to be obey’d But zeal mov’d thee,
To please thy gods thou didst 1t, gods unable
To acquit themselves and prosecute their foes
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction
Of their own deity, Gods cannot be
Less therefore to be pleas’d, obey’d, or fear’d, 900
These false pretets aind varnish’d colours failing,
Bare in thy guilt how foul must thou appear?
Dal In argument with men a woman ever
Goes by the worse, whates er be her cause
Sam Tor want of words no doubt, or lack of breath,
Witness when I ws worned with thy peals
Dal T was 1 fool, too rash, and quite mistahen
In what I thought would has e succeeded best
Let me obtun forgn eness of thee, Sanson,
Afford me plice to shew what recompence 910
Towrds thee I intend for what I have musdone,
Misguided only what remains past cure
Bear not too sensibly, nor still insist
To afflict thy self in van though sight be lost,
Lafe yet hath many solaces, enjor’'d
Where other senses want not their dehghts
At home 1n leisure and domestic ease,
Lxempt from many 1 care and chance to which
Ly e-sight cvposes duly men abroad
I to the Lor(;; will intercede, not doubning 920
Thir favourable ear, that I my fetch thee
Trom forth this loathsom prison-house to abide
With me, where my redoubl'd love 1and care
With nursing diligence, to me glid office,
May ever tend about thee to old age
With all things grateful chear d and so suppli'd,
That what by me thou hast lost thou least shale miss
Sarrr No, no, of my condition 11} ¢ no care
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Itfits not thowand Ilong since are twan

Nor think me so unvary or accurst 950

To bung my feet agan mnto the snare

W here once Thave been caught Thaow thy trains

Thoufh dearly tomy cost thy ginns and tovIs

Thy fair enchanted cup and warbling charms

Nao mare on me have power thewr forceis null d

So much of Adders wisdom Lhave leamn ¢

To fence my ear 1gainst thy sorcenes

Hn my flower of youth and strength when all men

Lo d honourd fear dme thou atone conld hate me

Thy Husband shght me sell me and forgo me 0

How wouldst thou use me now blnd and thereby

Decen eable m most thingsasa child

Helpless thence easily contemn d and scorn d

And last neglected® How wouldst thou wsule

When I must Iive uxonous to thy will

In perfet thraldom how agan betrsy me

Bearing myv words and doings to the Lords

Yo glossupon and censunng frow n or smule?

This Gaol T count the house of Liberty

To thine whose doors my feet shall never enter 90
Dal Let me approach ar least and touch thy hand
Saznt Not for thy life Jest fierce remembrance wake

Aly sudden rage 1o tear thee joint by jount

At distance I {orgive thee go with thar

Bewaid thy falshood and the pious works

It hath brought forth to make thee memorable

Among sHustrious women fanhful wives

Chensh thy hast n d widowhood sith the gold

Of Matrimomal treason so farwel
Dal ¥seethou artimplacable more deaf g60

To pravers then winds and seas yet winds to sess

Are recones! d atlength and Sexzo Shore

Finy anger unappeasable still rages

Eternal tempest nes er to be calm d

Why do T humble thus my self and sung

Tor peace reap nothung but repulse and hare

Bid go with evil omen and the brand

Of infarmy upon my name denaune ¢

Tomix with thy concernments 1 desist

Henceforth nor too much disapproy e niy own 5¢

Fame if not double fac t1s double mowth d

And with contran blast prociamns maost deeds

On both his wings one black th other white

Bears greatest names in fus wald aene thebt
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My name perhaps among the Circumeis’d
In Dan, 1n Judab, and the bordering Tribes,
To all posterity may stand defam’d,
With malediction mention’d, and the blot
Of falshood most unconjugal traduc’t
Butmn my countrey where I most desire, 980
In Ecron, Gaza, Asdod, and mn Gath
I'shall be nam’d among the famousest
Of Women, sung at solemn festvals,
Living and dead recorded, who to save
Her countrey from a fierce destroy er, chose
Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb
‘With odours visited and annual flowers
Not less renown’d then in Mount Epbrams,
Jael, who with inhospitable guile
Smote Sisera sleeping through the Temples na'd g0
Nor shall I count 1t hainous to enjoy
The public marks of honour and reward
Conferr’d upon me, for the prety
‘Whach to my countrey I was judg’d to have shewn
At this who ever envies or repires
Tleave im to his lot, and hke my own
Chor She’s gone, a2 mamfest Serpent by her sting
Discover’d 1n the end, till now conceal’d
Sam So let her go, God sent her to debase me,
And aggraate my folly who commutted 1000
Tosucha viper his most sacred trust
Of secreste, my safety, and my hfe
Chor Yet beauty, though injurious, hath strange power,
After offence returning, to regain
Love once possest, nor can be casily
Repuls't, without much mward passion fele
And secret sting of amorous remorse
Sam Lov c-quarrels oft 1n pleasing concord end,
Not wedloch-trechery endangenng hfe
Chor Itisnotvertue wisdom, vilour, wit 1010
Strength, comliness of shape, or amplest ment
Thit womans lov ¢ ¢an win or long mhernt,
But what it 1s, hard 1s to sy,
Harder to hir,
(\Which w1y soeycr men refer 1e)
Much Il e thy niddle Samson, in one day
Orseven though one should musing sit
If any of thesc orall the Toumen bnde

11ad not so soon preferr d

Thy Parnymph worthless to thee compar d, 1020
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Successour 1n thy bed

Nor both so loosly disally d

Thir nuptials nor thus last so trecherously

Had shorn the fatal harvest of thy head

Is 1t for that such cutward ornament

Was lavish t on thir Sex that nward gifts

Were left for hast unfinish ¢ judgment scant

Capacity not rmsd to apprehend

Or value what 1s best

Inchoice but oftest to affect the wrong?

Or was too much of self love mixr

Of constancy no root mfixc

‘That cither they love nothing or not long>
What e reit be to wisest men and best

Seeming at first all heavenly under virgin veil

Soft modest meeh demure

Once joind the contrary she proves a thorn

Intesun far within defensive arms

A cleaving muschief 1n his way to vertue

Adverse and turbulent or by her charms

Drawshimawry enslav d

With dotage and his sense deprav d

To folly and shameful deeds which ruin ends

What Pilot so expert but needs must wrech

Lmbarqu d with such a Stears mate at the Helm?
Favour d of Heav n who finds

One vertuous rarely found

That 1n domestic good combines

Happy that house! his way to peace 1s smooth

But vertue which breaks through all opposition

And all tempration can remove

Most shines and most 1s acceptable abose
Therefore Gods unsversal Law

Gave to the man despotic power

Oter his female in dueane

Nor from that night to part an hour

Srmile she or lowre

So shall he Jeast confusion draw

On his whole Iife not sway d

By female usurpation nor dismay d
But had w ¢ best renre I 'sec astorm?

Sam Farr days have oft contracted wind and ran

Chor But this another kind of tempest brings.
Sam Be less abstruse my nddling daysare pase

1030

1040

1050

1080

Chor Look now for no mchanting voice nor fear

“The bait of honied words 2 rougher tongue
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Draws hitherward, I know him by his stride,
The Giant Harapha of Gath, lus look
Haughty as1s his pile high-built and proud
Comes he 1n peace? what wind hath blown him huther
Iless conjecture then when first I saw 1071
The sumptuous Dalila floatng this way
His habe carries peace, hus brow defiance
Sam Or peace or not, alike to me he comes
Chor His franght we soon shall know, he now arrives
Har 1 come not Sanzson, to condole thy chance,
As these perhaps, yet wish it had not been,
Though for no friendly intent Iam of Gath,
Men call me Harapha, of stoch renown’d
As Og or Anak and the Emnns old 1080
That Kirsathaun held, thou knowst me now
1f thou at all art known Much I have heard
Of thy prodigions might and feats perform’d
Incredible to me, 1n this displeas’d,
That T was never present on the place
Of those encounters, where we mght have tr'd
Each others force in camp or listed field
And now am come to see of whom such noisc
Hath wall’d about, and cach imb to surv ey,
If thy appearance answer loud report 1090
Sam "The way to know were not to see but taste
Ha Dost thou already single me, I thought
Gives and the Mill had tam’d thee? O that fortune
Had brought me to the ficld where thou art fam’'d
To have wrought such wonders with an Asses Jaw,
I should have forc'd thee soon with other arms,
Or left thy carl ass where the Asslay thrown
So had the glory of Prow ess been recover d
To Palestine, v.on by a Phiistine
T'rom the unforeskinn’d race, of whom thou bear st 2700
The highest nime for valiint Acts, that honour
Certun to have won by mortal duel from thee,
I losc, presented by thy ¢y es put out
Sant Boast not of what thou wouldst have done, but do
What then thou would st, thou seest 1t 1 thy hand
Har To combat with 1 blind man I disdain,
And thou hast need much washing to be rouchr,
Sam Such usage 1s y our honourible Lords
Afford me assassated and betray d,
1Vho durst not with thir whole united powers 10
In fight withstand me single 1nd unarm'd,
Nor 1n the house with chamber Ambushes
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Llose banded durst atraque me, no not sleeping
Tll they had hur d a woman with thewr ol
Brealung her Marrage Faich to circums ent me
“Therefore without fesgn d shufts let be assign d
“Some nartow place enclos d where sight may give thee
Or rather flight no great advantage on me
“Then put anall th? gorgeaus arms thy Helmer
And Bagandme of brass thy broad Habergean e
Vant brass and Greves and Gauntlet add thy Spear
A Weavers beam and seven vmes folded shield
Y only with an Qak n staff will meet thee
And raise such out eries an thy clatter d Iron
Whach long shall not with hold mee fram thy head
That in a little ime while breath remams thee
Thaou oft shalt wish thy self at Gatd to boast
Again i safety what thou v ouldst haye done
To Samson, but shalt never see Gath more
Har Thou durst not thus disparage glonons arms 1130
Which greatest Heroes have bmcF\mm
Thir ornament and safety had not spefls
And black enchantments some Magictans Art
Arm d thee or charm d thee strong which thou from
Heaven
Fegndst at thy birth was gn n thee in thy har
Where steength can least abide thougl atl d?, s
“Were bustles rang d like those that ridae the back
Of chaf £ wild Boars or rufil d Porcupines
Saz 1 hnow no Spells use no fortndden Arts
My trustis i the hving God who gave me 2140
At my Namaty this sceength diffusd
No less through all my snews joints and banes
“Then thine while X preserv d these lochs unshorn
The p]cdgc af m? unolated vow
For proof hereof of Dagon be thy god
Gota his Temple wvocate s aid
“With solemnest deyonon spread before um
How fughly st concerns fus glory now
Ta frustrate and dissoh e these Maguc spells
Which 1 to be the pover of Jsrael's God
Avon and challenge Dagon to the test
Offenng to combiat thee hus Champion bold
With th utmost of fus Godhead seconded
“Then thou shalt see or rather to thy sottow
Soan feel whose God is strongest thine of ymine
Har Presume not on thy God whaterehicbe
Thee he regards not ewnsnot hathevr off

1150
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Quite from his people, and delivered up
Into thy Enemes hand, pernutted them
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd send thee 7160
Into the common Prison, there to grind
Among the Slaves and Asses thy comrades,

s good for nothing else, no better service
Wich those thy boyst'rous locks, no worthy match
For valour to assail, nor by the sword
Of noble ‘Warrtour, so to stam his honour,
But by the Barbers razor best subdu’d

Sam All these mdignities, for such they are
From thine, these evils I deserve and more,
Aclmowledge them from God mflicted on me 1170
Justly, yet desparr not of his final pardon

Ose ear 1s ever open, and his eye

Gractous to re-admit the suppliant,
In confidence whereof I once again
Defie thee to the tril of mortal fight,
By combat to dectde whose god 1s God,
Thine or whom I with Israel’s Sons adore

Har Fair honour that thou dost thy God, i trusung
He will accept thee to defend his cruse,

A Murtherer, a Revolter, and a Robber 1180
S/m};r Tongue doubtie Grant, how dost thou prove me
these?

Har Js not thy Nation subject to our Lords?
Thur Magistrates confest 1t, when they took thee
As a League-breaker and deliver d bound
Into our hands for hadst thou not commtted
Nortorsous murder on those thirty men
At Askalon, who never did thee harm,

Then lile 1 Robber stripdst them of thir robes?

The Philistines, when thou hadst brol e the league,
Went up with armed pow ers thee only seclang, 1790
To others did no violence nor spott

Sam Among the Daughters of the Phiisties

I chose a Wife, which argu'd me no foe,

And 1n v our City held my Nupual Feast

But y our al-meaning Politscian Lords

Under pretence of Bridal friends and guests,

Appomnted to v it me thirty spies,

Who threstning eruel death constramn d the bride

To wring from me and tell to themam seerer,

Thacsoh d the riddle which I'had propas d 1200
When 1 percens *d all set on ennuty,

As on my encmies, where ever chane d,
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Tus d hostihty and took thir spoil
To pay my undermumners in thir comn
My Naton was subjected to your Lords
Tt was the force of Conquest force with force
Is well ejected when the Conquer d can
But Ta private person whom my Countrey
Asa league breaker gave up bound presum d
Single Rebellion and did Hosule Acts 1210
I was no private but a person rais d
With strength sufficrent and command from Heas n
To free my Countrev if their sertile minds
Me therr Deliverer sent would not recenve
But to thir Masters gat e me up for noughe
Th unworthier they whence to this day they serve
I'was to domy part from Heav nassign d
And had perform d 1t 1f my known offence
Had not disabl d me not all y our force
These shifts refuted answer rh)r appellant 120
Though by hus blindaess maim'd for high attempts
‘Who now defies thee thrice to single fight
As a petty enterpnise of small enforce
Har With thee a Man condemn d a Slave enrol d
Due by the Law to capital punishment>
To fight with thee no man of arms will deign
San Cam st thou for this vain boaster to sunvey me
To descant on my strength and (ive thy verdic®
Come nearer part not hence so shght inform d
But tahe good heed my hand surs ey not thee 130
Har O Baal zebub! canmy ears unusd
Hear these dishonours and not render death
Sz No man with holds thee nothing from thy hand
Tear Fincurable bring up thy van
My heels are ferter d but my fist s free
Har This msolence other hind of answer fits
Smn Go bafft d coward lest I run upon thee
Though in these chamns bulk without spint vase
And with one buffet lay thy structure low
Or swing thee in the Air then dash thee down 1 g0
To the hazard of thy brains and shatter d sides
Har By Astaroth ¢ re long thou shalt lament
These bravenes 1n Irons loaden on thee
C/or His Guntship 1s gone somew hat crestfall n
Stalking with Jess unconsci nable strides
And lower looks but 1n a sultne chafe
Samt 1dread tum notnor all has Crant brood
Though Fame divulge him Father of five Sons
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All of Gigantic size, Goliah chief
Chor He will directly to the Lords, I fear, 1250
And with mahtious counsel sur them up
Some way or other yet further to afflict thee
Sarm He must allege some cause, and offer'd fight
‘Will not dare mention, lest 2 question rise
Whether he durst accept the offer or not,
And that he durst not plain enough appear’d
Much more affliction then already felt
They cannot well wmpose, nor I sustan,
If they intend advantage of my labours
The work of miny hands, which earns my Leeping 7260
‘With no small profit daily to my owners
But come what will, my deadliest foe will prove
My speediest friend, by death to rid me hence,
The worst that he can give, to me the best
Yet 5o 1t may fall out, because thir end
Is hate, not help to me, 1t may with mine
Draw thir own rum who attempt the deed
Chor Oh how comely 1t 1s and how reviving
To the Spirits of just men Jong opprest*
‘When God into the hands of thir delis erer 1270
Puts invincible mighe
To quell the mughty of the Larth, th’ oppressour,
The brute 1nd bosst’rous force of violent men
Hardy and industrious to support
Ty ranmic pow er, but raging to pursuc
The nghteous and all such s honour Truth,
He all thir Ammunition
And feats of War defeats
With plun Heroic magmeude of mind
And celestil vigour arm d, 1250
Thir Armories and Magazins contemns,
Renders them uscless while
With winged evpedinion
Swift s the hghtning glance he executes
His errand on the wiched, who surpns d
Lose thir defence distracted and amaz d
But patience 1s more oft the exercise
Of Sunts the tnal of thir forutude
Maling them cach hus own Delnserer,
And Victor overall
That ty ranie or forrune caninflice,
Tither of these 1s i thy lot
Samson, with nmght endu d
Above the Sons of men but sight bereav d

1290
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May chance to number thee swith those
Whom Panence finally must crown
This Idols day hath b to thee no day of rest
Labounng thy mind
More then the v orkug day thy hands
And y et perhaps more trouble 1s behund 1,00
Tor I'descry this wa
Some other teading n his hand
A Scepter or quamt staff he bears
Comes on amain speed 1n bus fook
By his habst I discern him now
A Public Officer and now at hand
His messagre sl be shott and s oluble
Off Ebrews the Prs ner Samson here I scek
Chor His manacles remarh him there he sies
Off Samson rothee our Lordsthus bidmesay 7,10
Thus day to Dagon 1 a solemn Feast
With Sacrifices Trumph Pomp and Games
Thy strength they know surpassing human rate
And now some pubhe proof thereof require
To honour this great F}:ast and grear Assembly
Rise therefore with all speed and come along
Where I will see thee heartn d and fresh clad
“Fa appear as fits before th Hustrious Lards
Sz Thou hnossst 1am an Edrers thescfore tell them
Our Law forbids at thir Religious Rites o
My presence for that cause [ cannor come
Off This answer be assur d will not content them
Sam Have they not Sword players and e ry sort
Of Gymmic Artises Wrestlers Riders Runners
Jugless and Dancers Anties Mummers Mimies
But they must pick me out wth shackles ur d
And over labour d at ther pablich Mudi
To mahe them sport with bhnd acovits ?
Do they not sech accasion of new quarrels
On my refusal to distress me more
Or mahe 2 game of my calamines?
Return the way thoucamst §will noteome
Off Regardthy self this will offend them fughly
Samr My self* my conscience and sntemal peace
Can they think me $o broken so detas d
With carporal sersicude that my mund ever
Will condescend to such absurd comnunds
Although thir drudge to be thir fool or jester
And sy mudsc of sorrow and heart el
Toshew them feats, and plas before thir rod 1340

1330
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The worst of all indignitses, yet on me
Joyn'd with extream contempt> I will not come
Off My message was impos'd on me with speed,
Brooks no delay s this thy resolution®
Sam So take 1t with what speed thy messige needs
Off 1am sorry what this stoutness will produce
Sam Perhaps thou shalt have ciuse to sorrow mndeed
Chor Consider, Sanzsosn, matters now are strain’d
UP'tO the hughth, whether to hold or break,
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 1350
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame?
Expect another messige more 1mperious,
More Lordly thund'ring then thou well wilt bear
Sam Shall T abuse this Consecrated gift
Of strength, again returmng with my hair
After my great transgression, so requite
Favour renew’d, and add a greater sin
By prostituting holy things to Idols,
A Nazarite n place aborminible
Vaunung my strength in honour to thir Dagon? 1360
Besides, how vile, concemptible, ridiculous,
What act more execrably unclean, proph:mc‘
Chor Yet with this strength thou sers *st the Phulistsnes,
Tdolatrous, uncircumers'd, unclean
Samn Not n thur Idol-w orship, but by labour
Honest and lawful to deserve my food
OFf those who have me in thar civil power
Chor Where the heart joins not, outward acts defile not
Sant Where ourward force constrains, the sentence holds,
But w ho construns me to the Temple of D1gom, 1 370
Not dragging? the Philistian Lords command
Commnnds arc no construnts 1f T obey them,
I do 1t freely, venturing to displease
God for the fear of M, and Man prcfcr,
Set God behind whichan his jealousic
Shall nes er, unrepented, find forgu eness
Yet that he may dispensc ® ith me or thee
Present 1n Temples at 1dolatrous Rites
Cor some nnportant cause, thou needst not doubr
Chor How thou wialt here come off surmounts my reach
Sam Beof good courage, I beginto cdd 1380
Some rouzing motions in me wiinch d)Tmc
To something cxtraordmary 1 thoughts.
1 with this Messenger W iif go along
Nothing to do, be sure that mas dishonout
Our Law, or sam my Yo% of Nazarite
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If there be aught of presage in the mind
Thus day wll be remarhable 1n my life
B) some great act or of my da)s the last
Chor Intime thou hast resoly d the man returns 1390
Off Samson thus second message from our Lords
To thee I 2m bid say Art thou our Slave
Our Captive at the public Mill our drudge
And dar st thou at our sending and command
Dispute thy comung® come without delay
Or we shall find such Engines to assal
And hamper thee as thou shalt come of force
‘Though thou wert firmler fastn d then a rock
Sainz 1 could be well content to try thir Art
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious 2400
Yet knowing thir advantages too man
Because they shall not trail me rhrougfl thir strecets
Like a wild Beast Iam content to go
Masters commands come with a pow er resistless
To such as ow e them absolute subjection
And for a life who will not change his purpose>
{So mutable are all the ways of men)
et this be sure 1n nothing to comply
Scandalous or forbidden 1n our Law
Off I prase thy resolution doff these inks 1410
By this comphance thou wilt win the I ords
To favour and perhaps to set thee free
Sam Brethren farewel 3y our company along
Twill not wish lest it perhaps offend them
To see me girt with Friends and how the sight
Of me as of a common Cnemy
So dreaded once mav now exasperate them
I know not I ordsare Lordltest in thir wine
And the well feasted Priest then soonest fird
With zeal 1f aught Religion scem concern d 1420
No less the people on thir Holy dayvs
Impetuous msl)fcnr unquenchable
Happ nwhat may of me expect to hear
Nothing dishonourable impure unworth
Our God our Law myv Natront or my self
The last of me or no I cannot warrant.
Chor Go and the Holy One
Of Israel be thy guide
To what may serve hus glory best & spread his name
Great among the Heathen round 4,0
Send thee the Angel of thy Birth tostand
Fast by thy side who from thy Fathers field
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Rode up in flames after his message told
Of thy conception, and be now a shield
Of fire, that Spinit that first rusht on thee
In the camp of Dan
Be cfficacious in thee now at need
For never was from Heaven imparted
Measure of strength so great to mortal seed,
As 1n thy wond'rous actions hath been seen 1440
But wherefore comes old Afanoa 1n such hast
With youthful steps® much livelier than ¢'re while
He seems supposing here to find his Son,
Or of him bringing to us some glad news>
Man Peace with you brethren, my inducement hither
‘Was not at present here to find my Son,
By order of the Lords new parted hence
To come and play before them at thir Feast
Theard all as I 'came, the City rings
And numbers thither flock, T had no will, 1450
Lest I should sce him forc't to things unscemly
But that which moved my coming now, was chiefly
To give ye pait with me what hope I have
With good success to worh his hberty
Chor That hope would much rejoy ce us to partahe
With thee, say reverend Sire, we thirst to hear
AMan 1 have attempted one by onc the Lords
Either at home, or through the high street passing,
With supplication prone and Fathers tears
To aceept of ransom for my Son thir pns'ner, 1460
Some much averse I found and wondrous harsh,
Contemptuous, proud, set on revenge and spite,
That part most reverenc d Dagon and us Pricests,
Others more moderate scenung, but thir um
Private rewnrd, for which both God and State
They casily w ould sct to sale, 1 third
More generous far and enil, w ho confss'd
They had anough reveng d, having reduc'’t
Thr foc to nuscry benexth thir fears,
The rest was mignammicy to remit, tf70
1f some com enient rnsom were propos d
What noise or shout was that™ it tore the Sl 1e
Chor Doubtless the people shouting to behold
Thur once great dread, captne, & blind before them,
Ort son\c.proof of strength before them shown
M His mnsom 3f my whole inhentance

My compass it, shall willingly be pud
And nuchrd down much rather T shail chuse
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To lise the poorestin my Trbe then richest
And he i that calarmatous prson fefe 2450
No Tam fivrnotro part hence w hout lum
For tus redemption all my Parnmony
If need be 1am ready to forgo
And quit_not wanung him 1 shall want nothing
€hor Fathets are wont to lay up for thir Sons
Thou for thy Son art bent 1o 12y our al}
Sons wont to nurse thur Parents in old age
‘Thou 1n old age car st how so nurse thy Sen
Made older then thy age through ey e sighe lost
AMan Yt shallbemy debght 1o 1end hus eyes 1450
And view hum sizing sn the house enobl d
With all those hagh evplosts by him atelnev d
And on his shoulders waving down those Jocks
“Thar of a Nauon arm d the strength contan d
And I perswade me God had not perrmtted
Fhis strength agam to grow up with his hare
Garnson d round sbout hum ke 3 Camp
Qf fanhful Sonldiery vere not bss puspose
To use ham further yet tn some preat service
Not to it 1dle wsth so great a gify 1500
Useless and thence nidiculous about lum
And since hus strength wath ¢y e sight was not Jost
God will restore lnm &y e sight to hisstrengeh
Cher Thy hopes are not 1l founded nos scem sam
Of hus delivery and thy joy thereon
Concetv d agreeable to a Fashers Jove
In both which we as newt partscipate
Aan 1 hnow your fnendly sunds and—O what nossc’
Mercy of Heav ni what ludeous nosse was that!
Horribly lond unbke the former shour 1510
Chor Nose call y ou st or un ersal groan
As if the whole inhabstation pensh d
Blood death and deathful deeds are 1 that nose
Rusn destructson at the utnost point
AMan Of run indeed methought  heard the nase
Oh i connnues they hase stan my Son
Chor Thy Sort s rather stay ing them that outery
From slaughser of one foe could not ascend
Alan Some dismal acerdent st needs snust be
What shall we do stay here or run and see?
Chor Best heep togecher here lest runaing thither
We unawares run wnto dangers mouth
“Ths evdd on the Phdunmes s fail o
Trom whom could else a general €y be heard?

5o
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The sufferers then will scarce molest us here,

From other hands we need not much to fear

What if hus eye-sight (for to Israels God

Nothing 15 hard) by muracle restor'd,

He now be dealing dole among hus foes,

And over heaps of slaughter'd walk his way? 1530
Man That were a joy presumptuous to be thought
Chor Yet God hath wrought things as incredible

For his people of old, what hinders now?

Man He can 1 Lnow, but doubt to think he will,

Yet Hope would fam subscribe, and tempts Belief

A little stay will bring some notice huther
Chor Of good or bad so great, of bad the sooner,

For evil news rides post, while good news baits

And to our wish I see one hither speeding,

An Ebrew, as I guess, and of our Tribe 1540
Mess O whither shall T run, or which way flie

The sight of this so horrid spectacle

Which earst my eyes beheld and yet behold,

For dire imagination sull persues me

But providence or nstinct of nature seems,

Or reason though disturb'd, and scarse consulted

To have guided me anght, I know not how,

To thee first reverend AManoa, and to these

My Countreymen, whom here T knew remaining,

Asat some distance from the place of horrour, 1550

So 1n the sad event too much concern’d
Man The accident was loud, & here before thee

With rucful cry, yet what it was we hear not,

No Preface needs, thou seest w e long to hnow
Aless 1t would burst forth, but I recos er breath

And sense distract, to know well what I utter
Man Tell us the sum, the circumstance defer
Mess Gaza yet stands, but 1l her Sons are fall'n,

All in 2 moment osverwhelm'd and fall’'n
AMan Sad, but thou know st to Israclites not saddest ¢ 560

The desolauion of 1 Hostile City
Mess Teed on that first, there may in grief be surfet.
Man Relate by whom AMess By Samson

Man That stll lessens

The sorrow, 1nd com erts 1t migh to joy
Mess Ah Mano1 I refrun, too suddenly

To utter what will come at l1st too soon,

Lest evil udings with roo rude irruption

Ihtung thy aged car should pierce too dege;

AMan Suspenscinnews is torture, speth them out
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Afess Then take the worstin bruef Samsomis dead 1 570
Afan The worst mdeed O afl my hope s defeated
To free lum hence’ but death who sets afl free
Hath pard fus ransom now ana full discharge
What windy joy thus d1y hed I concens d
Hopeful of hus Dehvery " whuch now proves
Abortive as the first born bloom of sprng
Nzpt with the lagmng rear of winzers frost
Yetere ! pve the rans to gruef say first
How dy dhe? death to life 1s crown or shame
Allby hum feif thou say st by whom fell he 1580
What glorious hand gave Samson tus deaths wound?
AMess Unvounded of hus enemies ke fell
Man Weaned with slaughter then or how? explam
Aless By tus own hands Manr Self violence® whar cause
Brought fum so soon at varance with himself
Among his foes® Afess Incvitable cause
At once both to destroy and be destroy d
The Edifice where all were met to see him
Upon thir heads and ont hus awn he pull d
Man O lastly over strong agasmnst thy selft 1590
A dreadful way thou tooh st to thy revenge
More than anough we hnow but while things yet
Aremn confusion give us of thou canst
Ly e watness of what firse or [ast was done
Relston mare pasticular and disuner
AMess Occasions drew me earh to thus Gty
And 25 the gates T enrer d with Sun nise
“The morning Trumpets Festn al proclam d
Through cach fugh street huide {had dispatch ¢
When alt abroad was rumour d that this day ioo
Smon should be broughit forth 1o shew the people
Proof of tus mighty strengeh int feats and games
Fsarrow d ac his captne stace bue mnded
N ot 1o be absent at shat spectacle
The bulding was a spacious Theatre
Half round on two mam Pitlars vaulted high
With seats where all the Lords and each degree
Of sort mught sit i order 1o behofd
The ather sde was op n where the throng
On banks 2nd scaffolds under Stic mght suand
1 among these sloof ebscurely stood
The Feast and noon grew hgh and Sscnfice
Fad it d thar hearts wich munth hugh chear & wane,
When ro thi sports they tum d fmmediately
\Was Sanson as 3 public’ senant brought

1610
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In thur state Livery clad, before hum Pipes
And Timbrels, on each side went armed guards,
Both horse and foot before him and belund
Archers, and Shngers, Cataphracts and Spears
Ac stght of tum the people with a shout 1620
Rifted the Ar clamourmg thir god with praise,
Who had made thir dreadful enemy thir thrall
He pauent but undaunted where they led hum,
Came to the place, and what was set before him
Which without help of eye, rmght be assay’d,
Toheave, pull, draw, or break, he still perform'd
All with incredible, stupendious force,
None darmg to appear Antagonist.
At length for intermission sahe they led lum
Berween the pillars, he his gutde requested 1630
(For so from such as nearer stood w ¢ heard)
As over-tir’d to let him lean a while
With both his arms on those twa massic Pillars
That to the arched roof gave mam support.
He unsuspitious led um, which when Samson
Felt in his arms, with head a while enchn’d,
And eyes fast fivt he stood, as one who pray'd,
Or some great matter 1n his mind revolv’d
At last with head erect thus cryed aloud,
Hitherto, Lords, what your commands impos’d 1640
1 have perform’d, as reason was, obey ing,
Not without wonder or delight beheld
Now of my own accord such other tryal
I'mean to shew you of my streagth, 1 et greater,
As with amaze shall stnhe all who behold
This utter'd, struning all lus nerves he bow d,
As with the force of winds and w1rers pent,
\When Mountams tremble, those tw o massie Pillars
With horrible convulsion to 1nd fro,
He tugg d, heshook, nfl down thy cameand drew 7650
“The w hole roof after them, with burst of thunder
Upon the heads of all who sate beneath,
Lords, Ladies, Caprains, Councellors, or Pricsts,
Thr chotce nobility and flower, not only
Of this but each Phaltszrmn Ciy round
Met from all parts to solemnize thus Feast.
Samson with these simmnt, nevitabhy
Pulld down the same destruction an hunself,
The vulgar onhy seap’d who stood withour
Chor O dearly -bought revenge, ) et glonous! w660
Livng or dying thou hase fulfill d
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The work for which thou wast foretold

To Israel and now ly st victorious

Among thy stam self Lili d

Not willingly but tangl d i the fold

Of dire necessity whose law in death canjorn d
Thee wath thy slaughrer d foes in number more
Then all thy ifc had slain before

Sezuchor \Whle thir hearts were jocund and sublime

Deanh with Idolatry drunk ssith Wine

And fat regorg d of Bulls and Goats

Chzunuing thir Idol and prcfcmn?

Before onr living Dread who dwells

In Sdo tus bright Sancrw:

Among them he a spine of phrenzie sent,

Who hurt thir minds

And urg d them on wath mad desire

To call in hast for thir destrover

“They only set on sport and play

Unu eetingly importun d

Thsr own destruction to come speedy upon them

So fond are mortal men

Fall n mto wrath divine

As thir ow 1 rum on chemsels s tomvste

Insensate left or to sense reprobate

And with bimdness inrernal struck
Sermchor Bur he rhough blind of sighe,

Despss d and thought extnguish ¢ quite

With inward ey os slumnated

His fierte vertue rouz d

From under ashes into sudden flame

And as an &+ ning Dragon came

Assattant on the perched roosts

And nests ;n order rang d

Of tame vallanc Foul iut as an Eaple

His cloudless thunder bolted on thir heads.

So sertue gi n for lost

Deprest and oserthrown 2sseemd

Eake that self begott n bued

In the Arabian woods embost,

That no sccond hnows nor third

And fay ¢ re whtle 2 Holecaust

From our her ashie womb now teemd

Resnes reflounsshes then vigorous mest

When most unactine deem o

And though her body die her fame sunines,

A secular bird ages of hives
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NM"’” Come, come, no time for lamentation now,
or much more cause, Sarson hath quit humself
Like Samson, and heroicly hath finish'd 1710
4 life Herorc, on his Enemies 4
Fully reveng’d, hath left them years of mourning
And lamentation to the Sons of Caphtor '
Through all Philistian bounds To Israel
II:Ionour hath left, and freedom, let but them
,i_md courage to lay hold on this occaston,
0 himself and Fathers house eternal fame,
And which 1s best and happrest yet, all this
With G i, o
od not parted from him, as was feard,
But favouring and assisting to the end 1720
Nothing 15 here for tears, nothing to wail
Or knock the breast, no weakness, no contempt,
Duspraise, or blame, nothing but well and fair,
And what may quiet us 1n 2 death so noble
Let,us go find the body where it hes
Sok’t m his enemtes blood, and from the stream
With lavers pure and cleansing herbs wash off
The clotted gore [ with what speed the while
(Gaza 1s not phght to say us nay)
‘Will send for all my lundred, all my friends 1730
To fetch him hence and solemnly attend
With silent obsequte and funeral tramn
Home to his Fathers house there will T builld hum
A Monument, and plant it round with shade
Of Laurel ever green, and branching Palm,
With all lus Trophies hung, and Acts enroll'd
In copious Legend, or sw cct Ly ric Song
Thather shall a1l the valiant youth resort,
And from his memory nflune thir breasts
To matchless v 2lour, 1nd ads entures igh 7740
The Virgins also shall on feastful d1vs
Visit lus Tomb with flowers, only bewuhing
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice,
Trom whence capriuaey 1ad loss of ey e
Chor Allsbest though we oft doubt,
Vhat th' unsearchable dispose
Of Iughest wisdom brings ahout,
And ever best found in the close
Oft he scems to hide hus face,
But um:\pcctcdl\ returns
And to his fathful Champion hathin phice
Bore witness glorously v hence Gazr moumns
And 11l that band them to resist
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His uncontroulablc Inteny
His Servanes ith ney, acquise
Of trye S¥Pertence from gy great ey e
Wiepy Peace ap COlsolatyor, hath d:snust,
And capyy of mind 4 Passion Spenr
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Analysis of the Order of Parltamtent (June 14, 1643),
Agamst which the Areopagtsca was Directed

v The Preamble recounts that many false  scandalous seditious and hbellous™
vvorl\;; have lately been published 1o the great defamation of Rehigion and govern~
ment’, that many private prunung presses have been set up, and that ‘divers of the
sml?‘ﬂm' Company have mfrmged the nghts of the Company

z Is‘xs therefore ordered by the Lords and Commons 1n Parlament,” (1) that no
Order “of bath ar ether Haouse shall be pointed  except by command (=) #far 10
Bool, cte , #shaly from henceforth be printed or put to sile, unless the samse be first ap
proved of and hicensed & y such person or persons as both or esther of the said Honses
shall appoimt for the licensing of the same®, (3) that no book of which the copy nght

s been graated to the Company *for their relief and the masntenance of therr poor
b“,ancd by any person or persons ¢ without the license and consent of the Master

‘ﬂr’den. and assistants of the said Company” (4) that no book *formerly prmed
hese ” be imported from bey ond seas ‘upon pan of forferung the same to the Owner
of the Copyright  and such further punishment as shall be thoughe fic

3 The Sutioners Company and the officess of the twa Houses are authornsed to
search for unlicensed Presses and to break them up, to scarch for unhicensed Books
¢tc and confiscate them and to a prehend all authors printers and others con
cemed in publishing unlicensed books and to brimg them before the Houses or the
Commuttee of Exanunauon ' for forther punsshments,’ such persons not to be released
all they hue guen satsfactson and also sufficient caution not to offend 1n hike sort
for the furure

4 *All Justices of the Peace Caprans Constables and other officers” are ordered ta
Brve ard 1n the execution of the above

A SPLLCH IOR THE LIBCRTY OF UNLICENSED PRINTING,
TO THL PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND (1644)

THE\', who to states and governors of the Commonw calth direct thar
speech, High Court of Parliament, or, wanting such 1ccess i a prisate
condition, write thar which they foresce mmy advance the pubhe good 1
Suppose them, as ac the beginning of no men enden our, not 4 httle altered
1nd moved inwardly n thewr munds  some wieth doubr of what will be the
success, others with fear of what will be the censure, some wuh hope
others with confidence of what they have to speik And mie perbaps each
of these disposstions, as the subject was whercon I entered, mu have ar
other times Vanoushy affected, and hikely nughe m these foremost expres

stons now also disclose which of them sway ed most but that the ven at-
tempt of this address thus made, and the thaught of whom i hath recourse
to, hath got the poverw ithin me to a paswon far more welcome thanin

Cudentat to 4 preface.
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‘Wihich though Istay not to confess ere any ash ¥ shalt be blameless of it
beno other than the jo) and gratulation w hich it brengs o all w ho v 1sh and
promote therr country s hberry whercof this whole discourse proposed
will bea certam tesmony «f nota trophy To thus 1s not the hberty which
we canhope that po gnes ance eser should anse 1 the Commony calth—
that let no man in ths w orld expect but when complames are frecly heard
deeply considered andspeedih, reformed then is the utmost bound of e st
hberty atraned that wise men ook for To whiehf Inow mamfest by the
very sound of thus which Ishall utter that we are 1lready 1n goad part ar
med and yet from such a steep disadsantage of ¢y ranny and supersution
grounded mnto our principles as was bej ond the mankood of 4 Roman re
covery 3t will be artibuted first as 1s most due to the strong wsistance of
God our deliverer nest to your futhful guidance and undaunted wisdon
Lords and Commons of Lngland Neither 155t m God s esteem the dinunu
tion of His glory when honounble things are spohen of good men and
worthy muagistrates which if 1 now firse sgould begun to do after so fawa
progress of your laudable deeds and such 2 long obligement upon the
whole realm 1o your indefansgable virtues 1 mught be justh rechoned
among the tardiest and the unsillingest of them that prase y e

Nevertheless there being three prncipal things v sthout which ali pras
tng 1s bur courtstup and flacters Furst when thae only 15 prased which 1s
solidly worth prasse next when greatest hlelihoods are broughe chat such
things are truly and really 10 those persons to whom they areasenbed the
ather whenhe who prusses by show ing that such lus actual pessuasion ssof
whom he wntes can demonstrare that he flatters not the former two of
these T have heretofore endess oured rescung the employ ment from him
who went about to 1mpair y our menes with 3 tovaal and mahgnant enco
muum the fatrer a5 belongmg cluefly te nune own acqusttal that whom 1
so extolled I did not flatter hath been reser ed opportuncty to this occa
ston
for he wha freely magmfies what hath beennobly done and fears notto
declare as freely what nught be done better gnesy e the best covenant of
tus fidefity and that his foy ahst affection and fiss hope waits on y our pro
ceedings. His highest prassing 1s not flattery and hus planest advice 1sa lind
of prasng For though Esheuld affiem and hold by argument thatsewould
fare better with couth widh deamung and the Commonw ealch f ane of
your published Orders which { should name were called sn yet at the
same tme 1t conld not but much redound ta the Justre of your smld and
equat gosernment whens prosate persons are hereby ammated to hink ye
betrer pleased wich public advice than other statists have been delighed
heretotore with public flitery  And men w M then sce what difference
there s betw cen the magnammity of a tienma) Parhament and thar jealows
haughuness of prelotes and Cabin Counscllors that usurped of late whenas
they shalf observe ye i the midst of your victores and suceescs mgrc

gently brookung wntten excepyons zganst 2 vored Order d’:m ot} ;r
Courts, which had produced nothing w arthmemory but the weal osten
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tion of w ealth, would have endured the least signified dislihe at any sudden
Proclamation
If I should thus far presume upon the meek demeanour of y our env il and
gentle greatness, Lords and Commons, as what your published Order hath
directly said, that to gamnsav, I nught defend my self with ease, 1f any should
accuse me of bemng new ornsolent, did they but know how much betrer T
find ve esteem 1t to mutate the old and clegant humanity of Grecece, than
the barbaric pride of 2 Hunnish and Norw egian stateliness And out of
thosc ages, to whose polite wssdom and letters w e ow e that we are not y et
Gothsand Jutlanders, I could name lhum who from his private house w rote
that discourse to the Parliament of Athens, that persuades them to change
the form of democraty which was then established Such honour w 1s done
n those d1vs to men who professed the study of wisdom and eloquence,
not only m their own country, but 1n other lands, that cities and signiories
heard them gladly, and with great respect, if they had aught n public to
admonish the state Thus did Dion Pruszus, a stranger and a pris ate orator,
counsel] the Rhodians against a former edict, and T abound with other hke
examples, which to set here would be superfluous
But if from the industry of 1 hfe wholly dedicated to studious labours,
and those natural endowments haply not the worse for two and fifty de-
grees of northem latitude, so much must be derogated, as to count me not
equal to 1ny of those who had this privtlege, I would obtan to be thought
not so infertor, 1s vourseh esare supertor to the most of them who recen ed
their counsel and how far yvou excel them, be assured Lords and Com-
mons, there can no greater testimony appear, than when your prudent
spint 1] nowledges and obey s the voice of rerson from what quarter so-
cver it be heard speal g, and renders v ¢ 1s walling to repeal amv \ct of
your ow n setring forth, as any scr forth by y our predecessors
If v e be thus resolved, as it were mjuny to thmf\ cwere not, ' now not
what should withhold me from presenting y e with a fit nstance wherem to
show both thatlove of truth which y ¢ emuncently profess and that upnghe-
ness of your judgment wluch 1s not wont to be partal to yourschies, by
jdging over agun that Order w hich v e have ordained to regulte Print-
ing ~that no book, pamphlet, or prper shall be henceforth printed unless
the samc be first approved and Ircensed by such, or at least one of such s
shall be thereto appointed For that pare which preseryes justh evens man's
copy to lumself, or proy tdes for the poor, 1 touch nor onlv wish they be
not nwde pretences to abuse nd persecute honest and paunful men who
offend not in cither of these prraculirs But that other chuse of Ticenang
Bool s, which we thought had dicd with hus brother quadrigesmal and
matcumoniil when the prelates expired 1 shall now artend with such 4
homly, as shall In before ve firse the mentors of 1t to be those whomy e
will be Joth ta own next whatssto be thoughtin general of reading whoe-
ever sart the bool s be, 1nd that this Qrder asals nothing to the suppresnge
of scandalous, sedittous and hbellous books which were manly mtended

e nent of all
to be supprc«ud Last, that it will be pnmely to the discourtge r
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learming and the sroE of Truth notonly by disexercising and blonning our
abubiies 1n what v e know already but by ﬁxndmng and cropping the dis
covery that rmght be y et farther made both seligrious and el Wisdom

Ideny not but thatt1s of greatest concemment in the Church and Com
monweaith 2o haveavigilant ¢y ¢ how books demean themselyes as welt as
men and thereafter to confine imprison and do sharpest justice on themas
malefactors Tor books are not sbsolntely dead things but do contm 1
patency of life i them ro be as active as that soul was whose progeny
they are nay they do preseryeasinavial the purest efficacy and extraction
of that hving wrellect that bred them I know they arc as Inely and as
vigosousty produttive a3 those fabulous dragon s teeth and bemg sownup
and down may chance to spring up 2rmed men And yet on the other
hand unless wannessbe used a5 good almost hall a san 53kl 2 good book
Who hills 2 man kills 2 reasonsble creature Gods image but he who
destroys a good book hulls season wself 1 1fls the wmage of God asitwese
m the eye Many 2 man hues a burden to the earth but 2 good boak. 1s the
precious iz bload of 2 master spiris embalmed and teeasured up on pus
pose to a hife beyond Iife "Tis trae no age can restore a hfe whereof
perhaps there 15 no great loss and revolutions of ages do not oft recorer
the loss of a rejected truth for the want of which whole nations fare the
worse

e should be vary therefore what persecution we ruse agamst the b
ing labours of public men how we spill that seasoned ife of man presesyed
and stored up 3n boohs since ne see 2 hind of hamserde smay be thus com
mmtred somettmes 2 marty rdom and if it extend to the whole unpression
a Jung of massacre whercof the execution ends not 1n the slay ing of an
clementat life but strihes at that cthereat and fifth essence the breath of
reasan atself slays an immortahty rather than a bfe But lest I should be
condemned of introducing hicence while I oppose beensing | refuse not
the patns to be so much historical as will serve to show shat hath been
done by ancient and famous commonw ealths against this disorder ull the
veny nme that this project of hicensing crepe out of the inguistion was
catched up by our prelates and hath canght somme of our presby ters

In Athens where books and wits were ever busier than in any other part
of Greece I find but only two sosts of w ntings which the magsteate cared
o 12ke nouce of those either blasph and ath { or hibellow
Thus the books of Protagoras were by the judges of Arcopagus com
manded to be bumt and himself bamshed the terntory for a discourse
begun with his confessing not to hnow  whether there were gods, of
whether ot And aganst defamung st was agseed that none should be
traduced by name at was the manner of Vetus Comoedia nhereby we
any guesshaw ehey censured bibetling And thus course was quich enouclh
25 Ciceso wnites o quell both the desperate wirs of other athessts and
the open way of defanung as the esent show ed, Of other sects and opin-
tons though tending to voluptuousness, and the deny ing of Divine Provs
dence they took no heed.
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Therefore we do not read that either Epicurus, or that hberune school
of Cyrene, or what the Cy mic impudence utrered, was ever questioned by
the laws Neither 15 1t recorded thar the w ntings of those old comedians
were suppressed, though the 1cung of them were forbid, and that Plato
commended the reading of Anstophanes, the loosest of them all, to his
royal scholar Dionysius, 1s commonly know n, and may be excused, if holy
Chrysostom, as 1s reported, mghtly studied so much the same author and
had the art to cleanse a scurnlous vehemence mnto the style of 1 rousing
sermon

That other leading city of Greece, Lacedemon, considering that
Ly curgus therr lawgner was so addicted to elegant learning, as to have
been the first that brought out of Iomua the scattered w orhs of Homer, and
sent the pocet Thales from Crete to prepare and mollify the Spartan surh-
ness with his smooth songs and odes, the better to plant among them law
and enihty, 1t 1s to be wondered how museless and unbool 1sh they were,
minding nought but the feats of war There needed no licensing of books
among them, for they disliked 4l but their own laconic apothegms, and
took 2 shght occasion to chase Archilochus out of their airy, perhaps for
composing 1n a higher stram than thesr own soldterly ballads and roundcls
could reach to Orif 1t were for his broad verses, they were not therein so
cautious but they were as dissolute m their pronuscuous conversing,
whence Cunpides 2ffitms in Andromache, that theirr women were all un-
chaste Thus much mav give us hght after what sort of books were pro-
hibited among the Grecks

The Romans also, for many ages truned up onh to a mulitary roughness
resembling most the Laced-emonian ganse, | new of learming hittle but what
their twelv ¢ Tables, and the Ponnfic College with their augurs and flamens
taught them in religion and law, so unacquainted with other Iearming that
when Carneades and Critolaus, with the Storc Drogenes coming ambassa-
dors to Rome, took thereby occasion to give the aity a taste of therr phi-
losophy, they were suspected for seducers by no less 2 man than Cato the
Censor, who moved 1tin the Senate to dismiss them xpccdll\ ,and to banish
all such Atnic babblers out of Italy  But Scipio and others of the noblest
senators withstood him and his old Sabine austenty , honoured and admired

the men and the censor himself at st lus old age fell to the study of
what whereof before he w1s so scrupulous. And v et at the same time

Neey1us and Plautus, the first Laun comedians, had filled the ciry wath all
the borrow ed scenes of Menander and Philemon Then began to be con-
adered there also what ws to be done to ibellous books and authors for
N was quickly eastanto prison for lus unbndled pen and reletsed In

the tribunes upon tus recintation we read also that hbels were burnt and
the mmhers punished by Augustus he hle seventy, no doubr, was used

1f aught were impiowly wntten agun<t thar evcemed gods Lacept
thesc two ponts how the w orld went i bool s the magistrate hept no

rechoning
And therefore | ucrenus without tnpechment veraties hist p cunemitn
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Memmius and had the honour to be set forth the second ume by Cicero so
great 2 father of the commonw ealth although hymself disputesagainst that
opimon in hus own w ritings Nor was the sauirical sharpness or nahed plam
ness of Lucilius or Catullus or Flaccus by any order prohubited And for
matters of state the story of Titus Livwus though 1t extolled that piry
which Pompey held was not therefore suppressed by Octas us Csar of
the other faction But that Naso was by him banished in his old age for the
wanton poems of his vouth was buta mere cos ert of state ov er some secret
cause and bestdes the books were nether bamushed nor called 1in From
hence w e shall meet with hete else but ty ranny 1n the Roman empire that
wemay not manvel if not so often bad 1s good books were silenced 1 shall
therefore deem to have been large enough 1n producing what among the
ancients was punishable to wnte save only which all other arguments
were free to treat on
By this time the emperors were become Christians whose discipline in
thus point I do not find to hat e been more sev ere than what was formerly 1n
practice The books of those whom they tool to be grand heretics were
examined refuted and condemmned in the general Councils and not ull
then were prolulnted or bumnt by authority of the emperor As for the
wrings otphe:uhcn authors unless they were plam myvecties agamnse
Chnstinmry as those of Porphy nus and Proclus they met with no inter
dicr that can be cited till about the year 400 m 2 Carthaginian Council
wherein bishops themselv es w ere forbid to read the books of Gentiles but
heresies they mught read while others long before them on the contrary
scrupled more the books of herettes than of Gentiles And that the prims
tne Counails and hishops were wont only to declare what books were not
commendable passing no furcher but feay ing 1t to cach one s conscience to
readortolay by ullafter thevear 8oo 1sobsersed already by Padre Paolo
the great unnsher of the Trentine Councit
After which tume the Popes of Rome engrossing what they pletsed of
pohtical rule into their own hands extended their domnton over men's
eves as they had before over their judgments burning and prohul rting to
be read what thes fancied not \ et spanng in thetr censures and the books
not mant whych they so dealt with 6l Marun V' by fus bull not onhy
rofulnted, but was the first that excommunicated the reading of herenieal
hooks for about that tme Wickliffe and Huss growing terrible were they
who first drove the Papal Court to a strcter policy of prohibinng VW thich
course | eo \ and his successors followed untit the Council of T rent and
the Spim h In gendenn, together broughe forth or perfected
those Catalogues and expurzing Indeves that rake through the entrails of
mans an old good author with 2 viafation worse than any could be offered
to s tomb Nor did they stay i maters hereticaf Dut any subject that
was rot to thar palate, they aither condemned 1 a Protubiton or had 1t
sermchtintoth new Purgators of an Indev
ure of encroachment thesr last iy entton was to or

fill up the meast
d::lr-!‘ihl:r x{:b&)k pamphler or paper should be printed (asif 5t Peter had
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bequeathed them the Leys of the press also out of Paradise) unless it were
approved and licensed under the hands of two or three glutton friars For
example

Let the Chancellor Cim be pleased to see 1f 1 this present work be
contaned aught that may withstand the printing
Vincent Rabbatta, Vicar of Florence

I have seen this present worh, and find nothing athwart the Catholic
farth and good manners 1n witness whereof I have given, ctc
Nicolo Cini, Chancellor of Ilorence

Attending the precedent relation, 1t 15 allow ed that this present work
of Davanzati may be printed Vincent Rabbatta, etc

It may be printed, July 15
Iriar Simon Momper d’Amelia, Chancellor of the
holy office 1n Tlorence

Sure they have a concert, if he of the bottomless pit had not long since
broke prison, that this quadruple evorcism would bar lum down I fear
their nest design will be to get mnto their custody the heensing of that
which they s1y Claudius intended, but went not through with Vouchsafe
to sce another of their forms, the Roman stamp

Imprimatur, If 1t scem good to the reverend master of the holy Palice
Belcastro, Vicegerent.

Imprimtur, Friar Nicolo Rodolphi, Master of the holy Palace

Someumes five Imprimiturs are seen together drlogue-wise in the piizza
of anc utle-page, complimenung 2nd duching eich to other with ther
shaven revcrences, whether the author, who stands by 1n perpleuty at the
foot of Ius cpistle, shall to the press or to the sponge These re the pretey
responsorics, these are the dear antiphonices, that so bewitched of Itte our
Prelates and therr chapluns with the goodly echo they made, and besotred
us to the g1y imtation of 1 Jordly Imprimatur, one from Lambeth House
another from the west end of Paul s, so apishly romamsing, thar the word
of command stll was set down in I aun, asf the learned grammanceal pen
that wrote 1t would ¢ast no ink without Latmn, or perhaps, 1s they thought,
because no vulgar tongue was worthy to express the rurc concert of an
Imprimatur, but mther, as T hope, for that our English the lnguare of
men, ever fimous and foremost m the achies ements of hiberty, will not
cisily find servile letters enow to spell such dictatory presumption Lng-
hish
And thus y ¢ har ¢ the mventors and the onginal of book-licensing npped
un and drv n s limeally 1sany pedigree Wehn e st nor, that ear be heard
0?. from any ancient state or pohity or churdh nor by ~ny stature left us
by our ancestors ¢lder or Inter, nor from the modern cus om of 1y re-
formed city or church abroad, but from the moctant chn tan mu'nul and
the most ty MBROUs Iquivton that ever mqmrcd Till then books were
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cuer as freely admusted into the world as any other birth the ssue of the
brain was na more stifled than the 1ssue of the womb no ensions Juvosa
cross legged over the natsity of any mans mtellectual offspring but 1f 1t
proved amonster who dentes but that st was justly burnt or sunk into the
sea® But that a book 1n worse condstion thin a peceant soul should be to
stand before a jury ere 1t be born to the world and underg,o \ et 1n dark
ness the judgment of Radamanth and hus colleagues exe st can pass the fesry
bachward 1ato hghe was never heard before till that ms sterious smquity
provohed and troubled at the first entrance of Reformation sought out
new limbos aad new hells wheren they mught nclude our books also
within the number of therr dymned And this was the rare morsel sa
afficiausty snatched up a0d so 1l favouredly sutated by our squisicurient
tishops and the arrendant minortes their chaplans Thar ve hike not now
these most certam authors of this licensing order and that all suuster inten
uon wwas far distant from s our thoughts when ve were impartuned the
Enssmg it all men who Lnow the wmteguty of your actions and how ye&
ononr Truth vl clear v & readily

Bor some wall s2v What though the imentors were bad the thng for
afl that may be good? It may beso yetaf that thing be no such deep imen
tion but obvious and easy for any man to hizht on 1nd v ot best and wisest
commons ealths through all ages and oceasions hase forebome to usc i
and falsest seducers and oppressors of men were the fisst who took i up
and to no other purpose but to ebstruct and hinder the first nrpmach of
Reformation 1am of those who beheve st wilf be 2 harder alchy my than
1 ulhus ever hnew to sublimate any good use out of such an invention Yet
this only 1s what I request to gan from this reason that 1c may be held 2
danerous and suspretous fruie as certamly 1t desenies for the tree that
bore & unul E can dissect one in ane the properties i has Bur £ have first
to fimsh 25 was propounded what 1s to be thought in generaf of reading
books whatey er sort they be and whether be more the benefit or the harm
thar thence proceeds

Not to msist upon the examples of Moses Dantel and Piul sho were
shilful 3n all the learming of the Lgy ptians Chaldeans and Greeks wlhich
could not probably be without rerding ther boohs of all sores i Paul
cspecmlh who thought 1t no defilement to insert into Holy Seripture the
sentences of three Greeh poets, and one of chem a tragedan the quesion
was notw sthstanding sometimes conteos erred amang the prmuts e doctors,
but with great odds on that stde which affirmed it both faw ful and profit
able as was thea evidently percened when Juhan the Apastate and subt
tlest enemy, ta our faith made a decree forbidding Christians the studs of
heathen learming far sud he they wound us witls our onn “c:x‘xm( and
with aur own arts and scrences they overcome us. And mndeed the Chns
vans were put so to thesr sfts by this crafty means and so much an danger
to dechne into all sgnorance that the tno Apolinzou were fun 253 man
may s3y 1o comn all the seven hiberal scrences aut af the Bible reducing x;
1nto diters forms of orations, poems dulogues, oven to the caleulaung o
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anew Christian grammar But, saith the historian Socrates, the providence
of God provided better than the industry of Apollinarius and his son, by
taking away thatlliterate law with the hife of him who devised 1t. So great
aninjury they then held it to be deprived of Hellemc learmng, and thought
It a persecution more undernining, and secretly decaymng the Church,
than the open cruelty of Decius or Diocletian

And perhaps 1t was the same poliic dnift that the devil whipped St
Jerome 1 a Lenten dream, for readmg Cicero, or ¢lse 1t was a phantasm
bred by the fever which had then seized him or had an angel been his
discipliner, unless 1t were for dwelling too much upon Ciceroniimsms, and
had chastised the reading, not the vamity, 1t had been plamly partal, first to
correct lum for grave Cicero, and not for scurnil Plautus, whom he con-
fesses to have been reading, not long before, next to correct him only, and
ler so many more ancient fathers wav old in those pleasant and florid studses
without the lash of such 1 tutoring apparition, nsomuch thit Basi teaches
how some good use my be made of Margites, 1 sportful poem, not now
extant, writ by Homer, and why not then of Morgante, an ltalian romance
much to the syme purpose”

But if 1t be agreed we shall be tried by visions, there 1s 1 vision recorded
by Luscbius, far ancienter than this tale of Jerome to the nun Lustochium,
and, bestdes, has nothing of a fever in 1t Diony sius Alexandrinus was about
the y ear 240 1 person of great name 1n the Church for prety and lcammg
who had wont to aval humself much agamnst heretics by being conversant
m their bool s, unul a certun presby ter lud 1t scrupulously to his con-
science, how he durst yventure himself among those defiling volumes The
worthy man, lothtogne offence, fell Into 1 new debate with himself what
was to be thought, when suddenly 4 vision sent from God (it 1s his own
epistle that so vers 1t) confirmed hum m these words Read amy books
whatever come to thy hands, for thou art sufhcient both to judge anghe,
and to examine each matter To this rey elation he assented the sooner as he
confesses because 1t was answ erable to that of the Apostle to the Thessa
lomans, Prov ¢ all things, hold fast that which s good And he nughe hune
added another remarl able saying of the same author To the pure -l
things are pure, not only meats and dninl s, but 2ll kind of knowledee
whether of good or evil the knowledge cannot defile nor consequently
the books if the will and conscience be not dehiled

Tor bools are 14s meats 1nd viands are some of good some of eul sub
stance and yvet God n that unapacry ph-xl viston sard without exception
Rise, Peter full aind eat, lening the cholceto cich mmn sdiscrction Whale-
same metts to 1 vitted stomach differ bitde or nothing from unw hole
some and best boot s to 1 mughty mind are not unippliable to ocere ons
of cvil Bad meatswall searce breed good noundiment in the healthiest con-
coction but hicremn the difference s of bad hooks that they to 1 disereet

tous reder sen e many respects to disconer to confute to fore-
1 to tllustrate W hereof whatbetter witnesscan y e expeet 1 should
1 one of your own now sittn i Pirlament the chief of

and judic
W arn, an
produce thar
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learned men reputedintlus bind Mr Setden whose yolume of natural and
nittonal laws proves not only by great authorities brought together bue
by evquisite reasons and theorems almost mathematically demonstrative
that all opinions ) ea errors known read and collated are of man senice
nd assistanc e tow ard the speeds ateunment of what 1s truest I concene
therefore thar when God did enlarge the unnersal diet of mans bodh
savsng ever she roles of temperance He then also a5 before lefy wbitran
the dretmg and repasting of our minds as wherem every mature man might
have to exercase his own leadmg capacity
How great a virtue 1s temperance how much of moment through the
whole Iife of man' Yer God commts the managing so great a trust with
our partcular law or preseniprion wholly to the demetnour of every
grown min And therefore vwhen He Hunself rbled the Jews fromheen
thatomes which waseveny mansdaly pomaen of manna s computed to
hate been mare than mught have well sufficed the heartrest feeder thrice
a¢ many meals For those actions which enter into a man vather than ssue
out of hum and therefore defile not God uses not to caprvate under a
perperunt chitdhood of prescription but trusts em wath the gift of reason
ta tie s awn chooser there were but bitle work left for prevehung of fan
and compulsion should grow so fast upon those tings which heretofore
were gmverned aaly In exhortatton Solomon snforms us that much read
g 15 2 weariness te the fiesh but nesther he nor other inspared author tells
us that such or such reading 1s unfawful v et certandy had God thought
good to bnt us herein 1t had been much morc expedient to hne told us
what was unkaw ful than what was wearome As for the burming of thnse
Fphesian books by St Panls coments s replied the baoks were magic
the S rine so renders them Tt wasa prate act a voluntary ace and feaves
us to a voluntary soutstion the men i remorse burat thase books which
were their own the magistrate by this example s not aypmnu-d these aen
practised the books another might perhaps have read them v some sore
usefully
Gaad and euil we Laow in the fied of this world grow up torether

almost mseparzbly and the hnowledae of good 15 so smvolsed and inter
wolenw ltf?the hnowledge of eul and s so many cunmng resemblances
hardhy to be discerned that those canfused seeds which were sposed
upon P che as an mcessant {rbour to cult eut and sort 1sunder were not
more sntermined Tt was from out the nnd of one apple rasted that the
Lnonledee of good and ovid 25 two teans clemiog together fesped forth
wnto the world And perhaps this 15 that doom which Adaor fell into of
Lnowng good and evil that 15 to say of hnowin, good by evdd As there
fore the state of ann aow 15 what wisdom can shere be o choose what
continence to fatbear without the hnowled ¢ of ess] He that can appre
head aad conuder vice wieh all hee braies and seemung (\!cnsurﬁ, and ye
abstain, and vet distngunh and ser prefer that which is truly hetter he

1s the true wa fanng, Chrstua
{ can 1ot prawse 3 fopin ¢ and clostered virtue uneterersed and un
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breathed, that nex er sallies out 1nd sees her ady ersary , but shinl s out of the
rice, where that immortal garland 1s to be run for, not without dust and
he1t Assuredly we bring not nnocence mnto the world, we bring impunty
much rather, that which purifies us 1s trial, and tmal 1s by what s contrary
That virtue therefore wlhich 1s but a younghng 1 the contemplation of
cvil, and knows not the utmost that vice pronuses to her followers, and
rejects 1t, 1s bur a blank virtue, not a pure, her whiteness 1s but 1n excre-
mental whiteness Which was the reason w hy our sage 2nd serious poet
Spenser, whom I dare be known to think a better teacher than Scotus or
Aquinas, describing true temperance under the person of Guion, brings
him 1 with hus palmer through the cave of Mammon, and the bower of
carthly bliss, that he nught sce 1nd know, and y et abstun Since therefore
the knowledge and survey of +1ce 1s 1n this world so necessary to the con-
stituting of hluman virtue, and the scanming of error to the confirmation of
truth, how cn we more safely, and with less danger, scout into the regions
of s1n and falsity than by reading 1ll manner of tractates and hearing all
manner of reison® And thus 15 the benefit which may be had of books
promiscuously rcad

But of the harm that may result hence three I inds are usually recl oned
Tirst, 15 feared the infection that may spread, but then all human learning
and contron ersy 1n religious points must remoye out of the world verthe
Bible itscf, for that ofttunes relates blsphemy not meely, 1t deseribes the
carpal sense of wiched men not unclegantly, it brings 1n holiest men pas-
stonitely murmuring agunst Providence through all the arguments of
Ipicurus 1n other great disputes 1t answers dubtously and darl Iv to the
common reader And ash a Talmudist what auls the modesty of us marginal
Keri, that Moses and 4ll the prophets cannot persuade him to pronounce
the textual Chetn Tor these causes we all know the Bible seself put by the
Papist mto the first mnk of prolulnted bool s The ancientest fathers must
be neat removed, as Clement of Alesandria, and that Eusebian hooll of
I vangelic prepiranion, transnutting our cars through 1 hoard of heathenish
obscemties to recene the Gospel Who finds not that Irentus Lpiphanius
Jerame, and others discon er mnore herestes than they well confute and thae
oft for heress which 1s the truer opinion?

Nor boots 1t to s1y for these, and all the heathen wniters of greatest in
fection, if 1t must be thought <o, with whom is bound up the hfe of human
learnmy, that they writ i an unhnown tongue <o long 1s we are sure those
langurges are I nown 1s well to the worst of men, who 1re hoth most able
and most digent to sl the porsan they suck, first into the courts of
princes, acquunting them with the chorcest dehights and cnitiusms of sin

s perhaps did that Petrontus whom Nero calied his Arhater the master of
his re els, nd the notonows nbld of Arezzo, dreaded md vet deir to the
Itahan courtiers 1 name not hum for posterity s sahe whom Henry V111

named m merriment his  tear of hell By winch compendious way ail the
conramon that fareign books < nfuse will find 2 pasage to the peaple
f1r envier and shoreer than an Indian voy wee thoughstcould besaded e her
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bs thenonh of Carno eastward or of Canada westw aed s hile our Spamish
hicensing gaps the Enghish press never sa severcly
But on the other side that infectton which 1s from books of controversy
an religron s more daubtful and dingerous to the learned than to the
ignorant and sy ct those boohs must be permitted untouched by the hcenser
Tt will be hard to mstance where am ignorant man hath been ever seduced
by papsstical book o nghsh unless it were commended and expounded to
him by some of that clergy and 1ndeed all such tractates, whether false or
true arcos the prophc?f of Isaiah was to the eunuch not ta be understood
without a guide But of our priests and doctars how many have been cor
rupted by studhing the comments of Jesuits and Sacbonises and how fast
they could wransfuse that corruption 1o the people our expenience 15
both late and sad Tes not forgot smce the acute and distinct Armimms was
perverted merely by the perusing of a nameless discourse w sirren at Delft
whiech at first he took 1 hand to confute
Scesag therefore that those books and those in grear sbundance which
are Itheliest to taint both hife and doctrne cannot be suppressed n athout
the fall of learming and of alf abshts in dsputanen and thar these books
of etther sort are most and soonest vateinng to the fearned from whom to
the common people whates er is heretical or dissolute may quickly be con
seyed and that evil manners arc as perfecthy learnt without bonks 2 thou
sand othey way s which cannot be: s'm%pcd and evi doctrine not wich baaks
can propagate except a teacher guide Which he might also do wxhout
wring and so bevond prohibiung I am not ble to unfold how this
cautelous enterprise of licensing em be exempted from the number of van
and smpossible attempts And he who were pleasanthy disposed cauld not
sscll 2void to hihen 1t to the explon of that gallant man who thoughe to
pound up che crows by shurting lus rnrk gate
Bestdes another incony enience f learned men be the first receners out
of books and dispreaders both of vice and crror how shall the censers
themseh es be confided m unless w e can confer upon them or they assume
to themselves above all others in the land the grace of infallibihey and
uncorruptedness  And agam if 1t be true thar a wise nun ke a ood re
finer can gather gold out of the drossiest volume and thata fool ndll bea
fonl with the best hook 3 2 or without book there 1s no reason that we
should deprive a wise man of any adsantage to hus wisdom s hile we sceck
10 restran from a foo thar which bang restraned waik be no hindrance to
tus follh For if there should be so much exacness aliway s used to heep that
from lm which 15 untit for his reading we shoukd i the yudgment of
Anstotle not only bur of Solomon and of our Savieur not s ouchsafe tum
good precepts and by consequence not withngh adnur him to good
books as being cerram thar a wise man will make better use of an dic
pamy hiet, than a fool will do of sacred Scnprure
s next alleged we must not expose ourseh es to temptations wathout
necessity and next to that not employ our mm; mam x)nng‘vx 'I‘;o 1’)4;1‘}:
these abjectrons one answer will serve oUt of the grounds alreads b
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that to all men such books are not temptations, nor vamties, but useful
drugs and materals wherewth to temper and compose effectiv e and strong
medicines, which man’s hife cannot want The rest, as children and chuldish
men, who have not the art to qualify and prepare these working mmerals,
well may be exhorted to forbear, but hindered forcibly they cannot be by
all the licensing that Sainted Inquisition could ever yet contrive Wiich 1s
what I promised to deliver next, That this order of licensing conduces
nothing to the end for which 1t was framed, and hath almost prevented me
by being clear already while thus much hath been explaning See the
ingenwity of Truth, who, when she gets a free and willing hand, opens
herself faster than the pace of method and discourse can os ertake her
It was the task which I began with, to show that no nation, or well-
instituted state, 1f they valued books at all, did ever use this way of licens-
ing, and 1t might be answered, that this 1s 1 piece of prudence lately dis-
covered To which I return, that as 1t was a thing slight and obvious to
think on, so if 1t had been difficult to find out, there wanted not among
them long since who suggested such a course, which they not following,
leave us 2 pattern of their judgment that 1t was not the not knowing, but
the not approving, which was the cause of their not using 1t
Plato, 2 man of high 1uthonty, indeed, but least of all for his common-
wealth, 1n the book of us Laws, which no city ever vet recenved, fed his
fancy by malang many edicts to his mry burgomasters, which they who
otherwise admire him wish had been rather buried and excused 1n the
gemnl cups of an Acadermic mght sitting By which laws he scems to tolerate
no | ind of lewrming but by unaleerible decree, consisting most of practical
traditions to the attunment whereof a hibrary of smaller bulk than lusown
Dialogues would be abundant And therealso enacts, thatno poctshould so
much 75 read to any private man what he had wrieeen, unul the judges and
law-keepers had seen g, and allowed 1t But that Plato meant thus law
cculnr{,\ to that commonw calth which he had imagined, and to no other,
1s evadent Why was he not else 1 law giver to humself, but a trinsgressor,
nd to be evpelled by hus own magistrates, both for the wnton epigrims
and dmlogues wInch he made, and Jus perpetual reading of Sophron Mimus
and Anstophanes, bool s of grossest infamy, and also for commending the
Jatter of them, though he were the malicious hibeller of his chuef friends,
to be read by the o mnt Diony sws, who had bittle need of such trash to
spend Ins ume on™ Bue thae he hnew thus licensing of poems had reference
and dependence to many other provisos there set down n his fancied re-
public, whichin this world could hn e no place and so neither he himself
nor any magmstrate, or city ever nmnted that coune, which, tahen apart
from those other colliteral mjunctions must needs be van and frwtless
Torif they fell upon one Iind of stnemess unless therr care were equal to
regulre a1l other things of li} ¢ aptness to corrupr the mund, that single
Y hey knew would be but 1 fond Ibour, 1o <hut and forufy one

cndenourt
gate agunst coruprion, and be necesanated to leave others round abour

wide open
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If we thinl to regulate printing, thereby to recnfy manners we must
regulate all recreations nd pastimes all that 15 debightful to man No music
must be heard no song be set or sung but what 15 grase and Done There
must be Licensing dancers thatno gesture motion or deportment be tught
our y outh but what by their allow ance shall be thought honest for such
Plato was provided of 1t will ask more than the work of twenty licensers
to eximnine ll the lutes the violins and the guitars m everv house they
must not be suffered to prartle as they do but must be licensed what they
mav sy And who shall silence all the aurs and madogals that whisper soft
ness in chambers The windows also and the balconies must be thought
on there are shrew d books with dangerous frontispreces set to sale who
shall prohibic them shall twenty licensers® The villages also must have
their visitors to mquire what lectures the bagpipe and the rebech reads,
even to the ballatry and the gamut of every mumicipal fiddler for these
are the country man s Arcadias and his Monte My ors

Nert what more nauonal corruption for which England hears ill
abroad than househeld gluttony who shall be the rectors of our datly
rroting  And whar shall be done to inhibit the multitudes that frequent
those houses where drunhenness 1s sold and harboured® Our garments also
should be referred to the hicensing of some more sober worhmasters to se¢
them cut 1nto a less wanton garb Whao shall regulare all the mined comer
sation of our youth male and female together as 1s the fashion of thi
country > Who shall sull appoint w hat shall be discoursed what pr:sumcd
and no further? Lastly w l}\)o shall forbid and separate all idle resort all evl
company > These things will be and must be Eur how they shall be least
hurtful how lewst enucing herein consists the grave and goserning wis
dom of a state

To sequester out of the world into Atlantic and Uropuan poltties which
never can be drawn mnto use will not mend our condition but to ordun
wisely asin this world of evil in the midst whereof God hath placed usun
avordably  Nor 15 1t Plato s licensing of books will do this wiich neces-
santh pulls along with 1t so many other kinds of licensing as will mbkeus
all both ndiculous and weary and vet frustrate bue those unwritten o at
least unconstranmg laws of virtwous education religious and e if nusture
which Plato there mentions as the bonds and ligaments of the common
wealth the pillars and the sustamers of ever, written statute these they be
which will bear chief sway m such matters as these when all hicensing will
be casily eluded Impunity and remissness for certain are the bane ofa
commonw ealth but here the great art lics, to discern in w ht the Jaw ss T
bid restraint and pumshment and m w hat things persuasion only 1sT0W nrl

If every action which ss good or evil m nmn at npe vears were to be
under pittance and preseniption and compulsion what were virue bufl:
name what praise could be then due to well dmng what %nmtrc\pl!:m
sober just or continent  \fany there be that wmpl:u: o Dm&c lf:“‘

dence for suffering Adam to transgress foolish tongues! When hm L:n"
tum reason He gave him freedom to choose for reason is tut chovsing
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he had been else a mere artificial Adam, such an Adam as he 1s in the mo-
tions We ourselves esteem not of that obedience, or love, or gift, which 1s
of force God therefore left lum free, set before him a prov oling abyject,
ever almost 1n his eyes, herem consisted tus ment, herein the night of hus
reward, the praise of his 1bstinence Wherefore did He create passions
within us, pleasures round about us, but that these nghty tempered are
the very ingredients of virtue?

They are not shilful considerers of human things, who 1magine to re-
move sin by removing the matter of sin, for, bestdes that st s a huge heap
increasing under the very act of dimmishing, though some part of 1t mmy
for a ume be withdrawn from some persons, it cannot from all, in such a
untversal thing as bools are, and when thus 1s done, ¥ et the sin remns en-
ure Though ye take from a covetous man all his treasure, he has vet one
}c“ cl left, ye cannot bereas e lum of his cov etousness Banush all objects of
ust, shut up all youth into the severest discipline that can be exercised
any hernutage, ye cannot mahe them chaste, that came not thither so
such great care and wisdom 1s required to the right managing of tlus point,
Suppose wc could expel s by this means, look how much w e thus expel of
sin, so much we expel of virtue for the matrer of them both 1s the same,
remo ¢ that, and y e remon ¢ them both alike

Thus justifies the hugh providence of God, who, though He commands
us temperance, justice, continence, ) ct pours out hefore us, even to a pro-
fuseness, 11l desirable things, and gives us minds that can wander beyond
all limne 1nd satety  Why should we then affect a nigour contran to the
manner of God and of nature, by abridging or seanting those means which
books freely permucted are, both to the tnal of virtuc and the evercise of
truth™ It would be better done, to learn that the law must needs be frino-
lous, which goces to restrun things, uncertamly and 3 et cqually working
to good and to cvil And were I the chooser, a dram of well-doing should
be preferred before many imies s much the foraible lundrince of evil-
domg Tor God sure esteems the growth and compleung of one virtuous
person more than the restrunt of ten vicous

And albete whatever thung w ¢ hear or see, sitting, w alhing, trny c”mg ar
conversing, mny be fith called our bool,, and 15 of the same cffecr thae
W riungs are, y et grant the thing to be prolubited were only haoks, 1t 1J)-

cars thae this order hitherto s far msufhacent to the end which 1t intends
F)o \ ¢ not see, not once or oftener but weekly that continued court-libel
agunst the Parhament and City, printed s the wet sheets can watness
and dispersed amongr uss, for all that heenung can do v et this is the pnime
service 2 man would think, wheremn this Order should gnve proof of y<clf

If 1t were cxecuted vou ll <y Bur certun of excention be remss or blind-
fold now and in this p1muxhr, what will it be hereafter and i other
bools 1f then the Order shall not be van and fruserate behold 1 new
labour, 1 ords and Commons, 1 ¢ st repetl and prosenbe aff scandsfous
and unhcensed bool s atready prnted and divulged aftes ve have drawn

them up into 1 Ieg, that all v know whuch are condemned and winch
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not and ordan that no foreign books be delis ered out of custody alf they
have been read over This office will require the whole time of not a few
oversters and those no vulgar men There be also books which are partly
useful and evcellent portly culpsble and permicious this work will ash a5
many miose officrals to make expurgauons and espunctions thar the Com
manwealth of Learning be not damnified In fine when the mulmrude of
books ncrease upon ther hands ye must be fan to catalogue al thase
pruters who are found frequently offending snd forbid the rmportation
of thair whole suspected v pography Inaword that thus y our Order may
be evact and nor deficient 'y e must zeform it perfectly according to the
madel of Trent and Scvilte which ¥ kaow v e ablor to do
Yer though y ¢ should condescend to this s hich God forbud the Order
still would be bur frusless and defeern ¢ to thar end whereto y ¢ meant
If to prevent scers and schisms whto 1s 50 unread or so uncarcchised s
story that hath not heard of many sects refusing books ss 2 hindrance
and preserving therr docetine unmixed for many ages onby by wosritren
tmdwtons® The Chrisnan fasth for that was once a schism 1s not prknoun
to hav e spread aff over Asix ere amy Gospel or Lpistle was seen m wnting
If the amendment of manness be aimed at look nto Itahy and Spam
whether those places be one scruple the betrer the honester the wser the
chaster since all the raquisitonal nigaur that hath been exeeuted upon
books
Another reason wherehs to mahe e plan thar tus Order will muss the
end it sechs consider by the quality whech oupht to be i ev ey heenser I
cannot be dented bur that he who 15 made yudge to sit upon the birth or
death of books whether they may be wafted 1o this world ar noe had
need 1o be 4 mon abor e the common measure both studious Jearmed and
judicrous there may be else no mean mustakes o the censure of what s
pissable or not which 1s afso no mean injury £ he be of such worth as
behoseshim there cansot be s more redions and unpleasing journey worh
2 greater doss of tme levted upon hus head than to be made the perpetual
reader of unchosen books and pamphlers ofttimes huge volumes Theress
no book thae 15 scceprabile uniess at certain seasons but ro be enjoined the
reading of that ar all mes and n 2 hand scaree lemble whereof three
pages would not down at any time st the farcest snnc 15 an snposttion
which T cannor behieve how hie that vafues tune and fus own studics or s
but of 3 sensible nostrd should be able to endure Tn this one thiner 1 erase
feas ¢ of the present licensess to be pardoned for so thinkiag whe doubtless
ook thus om’::c up loohing ontt through therr shedience to the Paslament
whose comman; perhaps made 2ll thines seem easy and unhbonous ©
thern but that this short tral hath weaned them our slready thew own
exprespons and evcuses to thesn who make 56 mamy journeys (& solicar
therr heeiee are tesumony enough Seeng therefore those who mm{
the employment by sl evidens sizns w wh themeloes well nd of

it and that no man of worth none that 5 not 3 plan unchnft of his o\;‘m
hours s escr hhely to suceeed them, except he snexa to put himself 10 the
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salary of a press corrector, we may casily foresee what hind of licensers we
are to expect hereafter, either ignorant, imperious, and remuss, or basely
pecuniary This 1s w hat I had to show, wherein this Order cannot conduce
to that end whereof 1t bears the intention
Ilastly proceed from the no good 1t can do, to the man:fest hurt 1t causes,
in being first the greatest discouragement and affront that can be offered
to learning, and to learned men
Itwasthe complunt 1nd lamentation of prelates, upon es ery least breath
of 2 motion to remove plurahties, and distribute more equally Church
revenues, that then all learning w ould be for ex er dashed and discouraged
But as for that opimon, I never found cause to think that the tenth part of
learning stood or fell with the clergy nor could I ever but hold it for a
sordid and unw orthy specch of any churchman who had a competency left
lum If therefore y ¢ be loth to dishearten heartily and discontent, not the
mercenary crew of false pretenders to learning, but the free and mgenuous
sort of such as evidently were born to study, and lov e learming for itself, not
for lucre or amy other end but the service of God and of truth, and perhaps
that lasting fame and perpetuity of pruse which God 1nd good men have
conscented shall be the reward of those whose published lbours advance
the good of mankind, then know that, so far to distrust the judgment and
the honesty of one who hath but 1 common repute in learning, and never
y et offended, s not to count lum fit to print his mind wirhout a tutor and
evamner, Jest he should drop 1 schism, or something of corruption, 15 the
greatest displeasure and indignity to 4 free and knowing spinit that can
be put upon him
WWhat advantage 1s 1t to be a man over it s to be a boy at school, if we
hme only escaped the ferula to come under the fescuc of an Imprimarur,
if serous and claborate wnitings, 1s if they were no more than the theme
of 1 grimmar-lad under lus pedagogue, must not be urtered without the
cursory ¢y es of a temporsing and extemporising hicenser- e who 1s not
trusted with lus own actions, his dnfe not being hnown to be evil and
standing to the hazard of law and pemlty, has no great argument to thinl
himself reputed mn the Commonw calth, wheren he was born for other
than a fool or 1 foraigner When 1 man wnites to the world he summons
up 4l hus reason and deliberation to assist lim he searches meditates s
industrious, and hikely consults and confers with hus judicrous friends after
all which done he tales lamself to be informed m what he wntes as well
as any that wrt before m If 1 this the most consummate et of hus
fidelity and ripencss no v ears, no nduany no former proof of hus abihtes
can bring him to that state of matunty, as not to be sull mmistrusted and «us-
ccred unless he carry alt hus conaderate dibigence all lus nudnighe watch-
ngs and expense of Palladian onl tothe hasey view of anunlesured hicencer
perhaps much his younger pcrlnys far fus infentor i judrment perhaps
one who never } new the labour of bool wnting and #f he be not repulsed
or shighted must appear in pant Iike 2 pum with fus cuardian and fus

censor s hand on the back of hus title to be lns bal and surety thatheasno
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1diot or seducer 1t cannot be but a dishonour and derogation ta the author
to the book to the pry tlege and digmity of Leamning

And what 1f the author shall be one so copious of fancy asto have mamy
things well w orth the adding come into tus mind after hcensing w hule the
book 15 yet under thccrress which not seldom happens to the best and
diligentest writers and that perhaps a dozen times 1 one book> The
printer dares not go beyond Tus licensed copy so often then must the
author trudge to lus leave giver that those hus new insertions may be
viewed and many 2 jaunt will be made ere that hicenser for it must be
the same man can esther be found or found at lesure meanw hile either
the press must stand still whtch 1s o small dimage or the author lose his
accuratest thoughts and send the book forth worse than he had made 1t
which to a diligent wniter 15 the greatest melancholy and vexation that can
befall

And how can a man teach with authority which s the life of teaching
how can he be a doctor 1n his book as he ought to be or else had beteer be
silent whenas all he teaches all he delivers 1s but under the amtion under
the correction of fus patriarchal Iicenser to blot or alter what precisely ac
cords not with the hudebound humour which he ealls his judgment® \e’hen
every acute reader upon the first sight of a pedantic heence will be ready
with these ike words to ding the book a quoit s distance from lum 1 hate
2 pupil teacher T endure not an instructor that comes to me under the
wardship of an overseeng fist I know nothing of the hicenser but that [
have his ow n hand here for hus arrogance who shall warrant me his jud,,
ment® The State sir replies the stanoner but has a quich recurn The
State shall be mv governors but not my critics they may be mustaken in
the choce of a icenser 2s casily as this licenser may be nustaken 1n an
author this 1s some common stuff and he might add from Sir Francs
Bacon That such authonsed books are but the language of the times For
though a heenser should happen to be judictous more than erdimary which
will be a grear jeopardy of the next succession yet lus very office and his
commisstan enjomns him to let pass nothing but what 1s vulgary recened
already

Nay which 15 more lamentable if the work of any decesed author
though never so famous i Ius ifetime and even to this day come to their
hands for licence to be printed or reprinted 1f there be found in s hook
one sentence of a venturaus edge uttered in the height of zeal and who
Lnows whether 1e might not be the dictate of 2 divine spint s et ot swon®
with every low decrepit humour of their own though 1t were haox fum
self the Reformer of a Ringdom that spake st _they wall not pardon him
their dash the sense of that great man shall to all postenty be lost for the
fearfulness or the presumptuous rashness of a perfunctory licenser Andto
what an author this violence hath been lately done and 1n what book of
greatest consequence to be fauhfully puhh.shcd 1 could pow nstance but
shall forbear il a more comy emient season. . bo

et 1f these things be not resented serously and umely by them %
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hwve the remedy 1n therr pow er, but that such iron moulds as these shall
have authority to gnaw out the chaicest perods of exquisitest books, and
to commut such a treacherous fraud agamnst the orphan remainders of
worthiest men after death, the more sorrow will belong to that hapless
race of men, whose misfortune 1t 15 to hnv e understanding Henceforth let
no man care to learn, or care to be more than worldly-wise, for certainly 1n
higher matters to be ignorantand slothful, to be a common steadfast dunce,
will be the only pleasant life, and only request
Andasitisa pirticular disesteem of everv hnowing person alne, and
most injurious to the w ritten lbours and monuments of the dead, so to me
1t scems 1n undervaluing and vilifying of the whole Naton I cannot set so
light by ll the mvention, the are, the wit, the grne and solid judgment
which 1s1n England, s that it can be comprchended in any twenty caprci-
ues how good socs er, much less that it should not pass except their super-
intendence be over i, except it be sifted and stramned with their straners,
that 1t should be uncurrent without their manual stamp Truth and under-
stinding are not such wares 1s to be monopolised and trided 1n by tickets
and statutes and standards We must not think to mal ¢ 1 staple commodity
of all the knowledge n the l1nd, to mark and hcence it il ¢ our broadcloth
and our woolpacks What 15 1t but 1 servitude il e that imposed by the
Philistines, not to be allow ed the sharpening of our own aves and coulters,
but w ¢ must repair from all quarters to twenty heensing forges® Had any -
one wntten nd divulged erroncous things and scndalous to honest life,
mususing and forfeiting the esteem had of lus reason among men, if after
comvicnion this only censure were 1djudged lum that he should never
henceforth write but what were first examined by an appointed officer,
whose hand should be annesed to passhis eredit for lim that now he might
be safely read, it could not be apprehended less than 1 disgraceful punish-
ment Whence to include the whole Nation and thosc that never ver thus
offended, under such 1 diffident and suspectful prolibition, may plamly be
understood what 1 disprmgement it ss So much the more, whenas debtors
and dehnquents may walk abroad withour al ceper, but unoffensn e books
must not sur forth without 1 visible yuler in their title
Nor 15 1t to the commion people less than a reproach foraf we be <o
jealous over them as that we dare not tru<t them with an Enghsh pam-
phice what do we but censure them for 1 mddy viaous and unerounded
people nsuch 2 sich 1nd weak state of fath and diseretron a<to be able
to t1l ¢ nothing dow n but through the pipe of 1 heenser: Thae thisis eare
or lov ¢ of them we cannot pretend whenas 1 tho ¢ popich plices where
the Ity are most hated and despised the same <tnctness s used over them
Wicdom we cmnot call it beetuse st stops but one brewch of heenee nor
that nerther  whenas those corrupnions v fuch it seel - 1o pre et hreal
n faster at other door which cannot be chur
And 1 concluston it reflects to the di repute of our Mmnters 1o ot
whose lbours we should hope bet o and of the proficency which thar

floc} reaps by them than that After all this heht of the Gospel v fuch 1
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andsstobe andall this continual preachung they should sull be frequented
with such an papriscapled unedibied and Ime rabble as that the whff of
every mew pamphler should stagger them out of ther catechsm and
Christtan wal Eung This may havemuch reason o discourage the Alimsters
when sucha tow concest ishad of all thesr cxhortations and the benefiung
of their heaters as that they ace not thought fit ta be turned loose to theer
sheets of paper without 2 heenser that all the sermons all the lectures
preached ponted vented tusuch numbess and such volumes asha e now
well mgh made all ether books unsaleable should not be armour enangh
agamnst one single Enchindion without the castle of St Angelo of an Im
poimatur
And Test some should persuade ye Lords and Commons thac these ar
ments af learned mens discouragement at thus your Order are mere
loursshes and noc real Teauld recount what haveseenand heard w other
cauntrres where this kind of inquistcron ty rannises whea Ihay esat 1mong
thewr Jearned men for that honour [ had and been counted happy to be
born in such a place of philosophic freedom asthey supposed England was,
while shemselves dud nothing bus bemoan the servle condinion into which
learning amongst them was brought thatthis wes it wiieh had damped the
glory of kalmn wits that nothung had been theze wntten now these mune
years but florrery 2ad fustian There st was that T found ond visied the
famous Galileo ‘grown old a prisoner to the Inguisition for thinking n
astronemy other han the FP and Dy 1 thought.
And though | hnew thar agland then was groamng loudest under the
prefasical yoke neverthefess I tooh st as 3 pledne of furure happiess thar
other nanions were so persuaded of her hbetty Yer was st beyend mv hope
that those Worthues were thes breatfung m her aie who should be her
leaders fo such g deliverance as shall neves be forgoten by aay revolutton
of tume that chis wadd hath to finsh When that was ence bequn st wasas
hrtdesnmy fear that what words of eomplant L heard among learned men
of other parts prsered aganst the Inqusition the ssme 1 should hear by as
fearned men ar home uttered s tme of Parlament against an order of
frcensing and that so genesally that when | had dsclosed mysel 3 com
mon of their discontent | might say 1f withour vy thathe whoman
K:mest questorship had endeared 1o the Siobians was not more by them
importuned aganst \ erres than the favourable opmtonwluch € had amontt
wmam who honour ve and are hnown and respecred by ve fosded me with
entreanes and persuasions that § would not despair to Iy togedher that
swhach just reason should bong mto on nund toward the remoial of an
undeserved thrsidom upon dearming Thar thus s not therefore the ds-
burdeung of & parucular fancy bur the common gresance of 2 thase
who had prepared thesr mnds and sudies abave the ylgar prech to ad
vance truth in others, and from oshers to entertam 1t thus much may
135§
gAn}d 1 therr name § shatt far nether frend nor foe conceat what the
gmeml murmut s that of 1 come ro nquntonng guo and heensing
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and that we are so nmorous of oursel es, and so suspicrous of all men, as
to fear each book and the shahing of every leaf, before we hnow what
the contents are, 1f some who but of late were httle better than silenced
from preaching shall come now to silence us from reading, except wWhat
they please, 1t cannot be guessed what 1s intended by some but a second
tyranny overlearming and will soon putitout of contros ersv, that Bishops
and Presby ters are the same to us, both name and thing That those evils
of Prelaty, which before from fire or six and twenty sees were distnbu-
tvely charged upon the whole people, will now light wholly upen learn-
ng, 1snot obscure to us whenas now the Pastor of a small unlearned Pansh
on the sudden shall be exalted Archbishop over a large diocese of bools,
and vet not remov e, but Leep hus other cure too, a mysucal plurahst He
who but of late cried down the sole ordination of every novice Bachelor of
Art, and denied sole junisdiction o er the simplest parshioner, shall now
athome in his private chair assume both these over worthiest and excellent-
est boohs and ablest authors that w nite them
Thus 1s not, ye Coxenants and Protestations that we have made! this 1s
not to put down Prelaty this 1s bur to chop an Episcopacs, ths 1s but to
translate the Palace Metropolitan from one hind of dommion into another,
this 15 but an old canomical sleight of commuting our penance To startdle
thus betmes at a mere unlicensed pamphlet will after 1 while be afraid of
every comventicle, and 1 while after will make a conventicle of cien
Christian meeting But I am certain that 1 State governed by the rules of
justice and forutude, or a Church built and founded upon the rock of fath
and true knowledge cannot be so pusitlammous While things are y et not
consututed 1n Religion, that freedom of w nung should be restramed by 2
disciphne imitated from the Prelates and leame by them from the Inguisi-
ton, to shut us up 2l agun into the breast of a heenser must needs gne
cause of doubt and discouragement to all Iexrned nd religious men
\Who cannot but discern the fineness of this politic dnft and whoarethe
contrivers, that while Bishops were to be buted down then ail Presses
nught be open, it wasthe people s turthnghrand pravilege in ume of Parha-
ment, 1t was the breal ing forth of hght  But now, the Bishops abrogated
and 1oided out the Church 1s1f our Reformauon sought no more but to
make room for others mnto thar seats under nother name the episcopl
rts begn to bud agun the cruse of truth must run no more ol hiberty of
Printung must be enthralled agam under a prelatical commussion of twenty
the pn(\lczc of the people nullified and which s worse ll:c freedom of
learning must gro1n again and to her old ferters all thisthe ] .xrlmncm’\ 98
sitting Although their own late arquments and defences 1 anst the Pre
lates mught remember them that this obstructing violence meets for the
most p\}t with an event utterdy opposite to the end which it dmesat 1n
stedd of suppressing et and schisns it fanes them and imves sthemwa b
4 reputition The pum«hmq of wits enhances thar amthonn ad the
\ reount St Abane  and a torbidden wnting s thought to be a certam
spar} of truth that fhes up n the faces of them who seck to treedr ou
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This Order therefore may prove a nursing mother to sects but I shall
easily show how 1t will be a stepdame to Truth and first by disemibling us
to the maintenance of what 1s hnow nalready

Well knows he who uses to consider that our faith and knowledge
thrivesby exercise aswellas our hmbs and complevion Truth s compared
1n Scripture to a streaming fountain 1f her waters flow not ma perpernnl
progression they sicl eninto a muddy pool of conformity and tradition A
man may be a heretic i the truth and 1f he beliese things only bectuse
his Pastor says so or the Assembly so determines without hnow g other
rewson though his behef be true yet the very truth he holds becomes his
heresy

There 15 not amy_burden that some would gladher post off to another
than the charge and care of their Religion ‘There be—who I nows not that
there be?—of Protestants and professors who Ive and die 10 as arrant an
mmphicie faith as any lay Papist of I oretto A wealthy man addicted to Ius
pleasure 1nd to fus profits finds Rehigton to be a traffic so entangled and
of so many prddling accounts that of all mysteries he cannot sl 1ll to hecp
astoch going upon that trade YWhat shouldhe do fain he v ould have the
name to be rehgrous fan he would bear up with hus neighbours m that
What does he therefore but resolve to grve over toiling nd to find hum
self out same factor to whose care and credit he may comnut the whole
managng of his religious affairs some Divine of note and esumation that
must be To him he adheres resigns the whole warehouse of his religion
with all the locl s and keys nto his custody  and indeed makes the very
person of that man his religion esteems hus assoctating with him a sufficient
evidence and commendatory of bis own piety So that a mwn may sav hus
rehigion 1s now no more within lumself but 1s become a dvidual movable
and gaes and comes near lum tccording as that good man frequents the
house He entertamns fum guies hum gifts feasts him lodges hum his re
hgon comes home at mght pravs 1s hiberalls supped and sumptuoush
laid to sleep mses 15 satuted nd after the malmsey or some well spreed
brewage and better breahfasted than he whose morning appetite would
have gladly fed on green ﬁFs betw een Bethany and Jerusalem fus Religton
walhs abroad at eight and leases lus hind entertatner i the shap tradingall
day without his Relimion

Another sort there be who when they hear thar all things shall be
ordered all things regulited and settled nothing written but what passes
through the custom house of certamn Publicans thace hue the tonnaging
and poundimng of all free spoken truth will straighe gne themselves up
into vour hands make em and cut em out what religion ye please there
be dehights there be recreations and jolly pastimes that will fetch the dny
about from sun to sun and roch the cedious v ear as n a deligheful dream.
1V [ 1t need they torture their hieads with that which others have tahen so
strictly and so unalterably nto their ovwn puneying, Thesc are the frnts
Jwhich a dull ease and cessation of our knowledge will bang forth amone

the people How goodh and how to be wisked were such an obedient
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unanunuty s ths, what a fine conformity would 1t starch us all into’
Doubtless 2 staunch and solid piece of framework, 1s any January could
freeze together
Nor much better will be the consequence ¢\ en wmong the clergy them-
selves Tt 15 no new thing nevcr heard of before, for a parochial Mmster,
who has his reward and 1s at lus Hercules’ pillars 1n 1 warm benefice, to
be casily inchinable, if he have nothing else that m1v rouse up his studies, to
fimsh hus circuit n an English Concordance and 1 topic foho, the gather-
1ngs and s ings of 1 sober graduateship, a Harmony and a Catena, treadn
the constant 10und of certin common doctrinal heads, attended with the
uses, motn es, marl s, ind means, out of wlich, as out of an alphabet, or
sol-fa, by forming and transforrmng, jomning and disjoming varously, 1
Iittle booleraft, and two hours’ meditation, mught furnish hum unspeak-
ably to the performance of more than 1 weekly charge of sermoning not
to rechon up the infimte helps of interlinearies, breviaries, sy nopses, 1nd
other loitering gear But 1s for the multitude of sermons ready printed and
tled up, on every text that s not difficult, our London trading St Thomas
in lus vestry, ind 1dd to boot St Martm and St Hugh, have not within
their hallow ed linuts more vendible ware of all sorts ready made so that
penury he neyer need fear of}mlpxt provision, having where so plenteously
to refresh lns magazine Butif his rear and flanl s be notimpaled, of lus back
door be not secured by the nigid hieenser, but that 1 bold book m1y now
and then issue forth and gn e the asswilt to some of Ius ald collections
their trenches, 1t will concern hum then to heep wal ing, to stand in waech,
to set good guards and sentnels about his recen ed opintons, to walk the
round nd counter-round with his fellow mspectors’ fearng lest any of
tus floc] be seduced, who also then w ould be better instructed, better ever-
cised and disaphned And God send that the fear of this diligence, which
must then be used, do not ke us affect the l12iness of 4 licensing Church
Tor if we be sure we are in the right, and do not hold the truth guiluly,
whiuch becomes not, 1if w ¢ oursels es condemn not our own weak and fon o-
lous teaching, and the people for an untwght and rrehgious gadding roue
whar can be more fur than when 1 man judicious, learned, and of a con
science, for awught we know asgood as thein that tught uswharwe know,
shall not priv i\ from house to house, which s more d wngerous, but openly
by writing pu()lnh to the world what fus opinton 15, what s reasons, and
wherefore that which 1s now theught ennot be sound™ Chnst urged it 2«
wherewath to justfy himself, that he prerched i public yer wnnng
more public than preaching and wore ¢1sv ta refutation af need be, there
being so many whose branes and profession merely 1t 1s to be the cham-
pronsof 1ruth, which if they neglecr what e beimputed but thar stoth,
or umbiliey
Thus much we are hindered and dianured by this coure of hcenane
tonard the true I nonledze of what we ccem to Lnow Forhow much 1t
lwirts atd hnders the heensers themselves i the calhine of thear nuns

more than an seculr cmploy ment of they will diccharye tf 2t oflice as
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they ought so that of necessrty they must neglect erther the one ducy or
the other 1 insist not because it 15 a particular but feave it ro thetr own
canscience how they will decsde st there

There 15 yet behmnd of what 1 proposed ta L apen the mcredsble loss
and detniment thar this plot of 1acensing puts us to mare thin 1f some
enemy at sea should stop up alf our havens and ports and creehs 1t lunders
and recards the importation of our richest Mercﬁandxsc Truth nay srwas
first established aad put i practice by Antichristtaa malice and au stery
on st purpose to evtinguish if it were possible the hght of Reformation
and to sertle falschood hutle differing from that policy wherewth the
Tuch upholds his Alcoran by the prohibition of Prining "Tss not demed
but ghdly confessed weare to send our thanksand 1 owsto Heaven louder
than most of nanons for that great measure of truth which we emoy
especialhy 1n those mun points berw een us and the Pope with his appurte
nances the Prelates but hie who thinks we are to pitch our tent here and
have attamed the uemost prospece of reformanan that the mortal glass
wherein we contemplate can show us tll we come to beatitie viston that
man by this very opinion declares that he ss v ot far short of Truth

Truth indeed came once into the world with her Divine Master and was
a perfect shape most glorious to look on but when He ascended and His
Apostles after Him werc lard asteep then straighr arose a wicked race of
deceners who as that story goes of the Egy pum T phon wieh his can
sptrators how they dealt with the good Osirs took the virgin Truth
hewed her losely form mnto a thousand preces, and scattcred them to the
four wind I'rom that ome eser since the s1d fnends of Truth such as
durst appear imiating the careful search that Isis made for the mangled
bady of Ositts went up and down gathering up hmb by hmb sull as they
could find them We have not yet found them ali § ords and Commaons,
nor ever shall do nill her Master s second commg  He shall brng together
esery joint and member and shall mould chem ino an tmmortal feature of
o chiniess and perfecton Suffer not these lcensing prohibitions to stand
ar every place of opportumny forbidding and disturbing them that con
nnue seehing that continue to do our cbisequies ta the tor body of our
marts red samt

We boast our fight but if we Jonk not wiscly on the Sun sself it snutes
o5 o darhness Who can discern thase plancts thac are olt combust and
those stars of boghtest magnitude that nise and set with the Sun untd the
appaostte motion of their orbs bang them to such a placen the firmarment
where they may be scen esening or mormng? The light which we hne
gamed was grven us not ¢o be ever stanng an hut by 1tto discorer nn{
ward things more remote from our hnowledge rs ot the unfrockine ol
apriest, the unmitnng of 2 bmmf and the remouing him from off l}lt‘prﬁ-
by renian shoulders that will make us 2 ha py Nation Mo of other : fih) ’s
asgreat n the Church andin the rule of hife buth economicat and pe tiu‘a
e not Inoked 1nto and refurmed we hare looked so long upon "icbl)c::{if
that Zumnglus and Calua hath beaconed up to us that we are star
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There be who perpetually complain of schisms and sects, and make 1t such
a calamity that any man dissents from their maums "Tis their own pride
and 1gnorance which causes the disturbing, who nerther will hear with
mecekness, nor can convince, yet all must be suppressed w hich 1s not found
n thewr Syntigma They are the troublers, they are the dividers of unity,
who neglect and permit not others to unite those dissevcred pieces which
are yet wanting to the body of Truth To be still serrching w hat we know
not by what we know, still closing up truth to truth as we find it (for all
her body 1s homogeneal and proportional), this 1s the golden rule in the-
ology as well as in anithmetic, and makes up the best harmony 1 a Church,
not theforced and outw ard unionof cold and neutral,and mnw ardly drvided
minds
Lords and Commons of England, consider what Nation 1t 1s whereof ye
are, 1nd whereof ye are the governors 1 Nation not slow and dull, but of
a quuck, mgentous and prercing spirit, acute to mvent, subtle and sinewy to
discourse, not beneath the reach of any pornt, the highest that human ca-
pacity can soar to Therefore the studies of Learning i her deepest
sciences have been so ancient and so enunent among us, that writers of
good antiquity and ablest judgment have been Ecrsmdcd that even the
school of P+ thagoras and the Persian wisdom took beginning from the old
phitosophy of thisishind And that wise and enil Roman Juhus Agricola,
who governed once here for Crsar, preferred the naturl wits of Britain
before the lboured studics of the French Nor 1s 1t for nothing thae the
grne and frugal Transy vaniin sends out v early from as f1r s the moun-
tunous borders of Russia, 1nd bey ond the Herey man wilderness, not their
youth, but their stud men to learn our language and our theologic arts
Yet that which 1s 2bove all this, the favour and the love of Heaven, we
hn e great argument to think 0 1 peculiar manner propittous and propend-
g towards us Why clse was this Nauon chosen before any other, that
out of her, 15 out of S1on, should be proclumed and sounded forth the first
udings and trumpet of Reformation to all Lurape™ And had it not been
the obstinate pery erseness of our prelates igamst the dinvine 1nd admurable
spint of Wicl Iiff, to suppress lum as schisimtic and innovator perhaps
neither the Boheman Huss and Jerome, no nor the name of I uther or of
Calvin, had been ever hnown the glory of reforming all our nesghbours
had been completeh ours But now, s our obdurte clergy have with
wiolence demened the matter, we are become hitherto the ltestand back-
wardest scholars of whom God offered o have made us the teachers Now
once agan by Al concurrence of aigns, and by the generl instnet of holy
and devout men s they duly and solemnly express therr thoughts, God i
decreeing to brgin some new and great lpcrmd wn His Church esento the
refornung of Reformnuon uself what doces He then but reveal Hhineelf to
Ihs servnts and as Flis manner s fingto His Lagluhmen® T <y, as Fias
manner 1s, first to us, though we mark not the method of Ths counsels, and

arc unworthy

Behold now thisvast Ciny aciny of refuge, the mansion howse of liherty,,



406 Prose Wonns

encompassed and ded with His p the shop of war hath
fiot there more anvils and hammers waking to fashion out the plites and
mstruments of armed Justice m defence ofg beleagruered Truth than there
be pens and heads there siung by therr studious 2mps musng searching
revohung new notons and ideas wherewith to present as wath thew hom
age and the fealy the approactung Reformation others 15 fast readine
trysng all things assenting to the force of reason and conuncement What
could 2 man require mote froma Nation so pliant and so prone to sech after
knowledge? What wants there to such a sowardly nd pregnant soil bus
wise and farthful labourers to make a know ing people 1g:mon of Proph
ets of Sages and of Worthies® We rechon more than five months yet
to harvest there need pot be five weeks had we bur eyes to bt up the
fields are w hure already
Where there 1s much desire to learn there of necessity will be mucly
arguing much witing many opimeons for epmon m good men 15 bur
knowledge in the mabing Under these fantasuic terrors of sect and schusi
we wrong the earnest and zealous thirst after hnowledge and understand
mg v huch God hath surred up in thisesty Whatsome Iament of we rather
should rejosce ar should rather prasse this prous forw atdness among men
to reassumne the il reputed care of ther Religion sato ther own hands
gan Alwte g prud 2 hudle fork of one another and
some grain of chaney mught win all these diligences to o and vaute n
ane general and brotheshs scarch after Truth could we but foreqo this
relatieal tradition of crawding free consciences and Christion hiberties
into canons and precepts of men I doubt not 1f seme great and wortn
stranger should comie among us wise to discern the mould asd temper of
a people and haw to govern it obserimg the tugh hopes and aims the
degcnt alacnity of our extended thoughts and reasonmgs in the pursuanee
of truth and freedom hut that b would ery ouc as Py rrhus did admueiner
the Roman docility and cosrage If such were oy prmu 1 would not
despair the reatest design chat could be ateempted ta mahe 3 Church or
hangdon happy
1 et these are the men ened ont agaiast for schusmatics and sectares as
if while the temple of the | ord was building some cutting some squanin
the marble, others hewing the cedars there should be a sort of srratanat
men whe could not consider there must be many schisms snd many dissee
wons made i the quarny nd m the pmber ere the house of God can be
built And when every stone 3 Jad artfully together e cannut be umieed
ntoa conbnuty it can but be convguous in this world nehereant even’
prece of the butlding be of one form nay rather the perfecuon conusts 1n
this that out of mamy moderate vanenies and brothetly dissmiluudes that
are not v asthy, disproportional anses the goodth and the graceful s mmetny
that commends th w hole pile and seructure
Lt us therefore be more considerate burlders more visse m spantual
archutecture whien great reformation is expected For nan the fipic seoms
come wherein Moses the great prophet may sit s heaven reyucan® fo se¢
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that memorable and glorious wish of his fulfilled, when not only our
seventy Elders, but all the Lord’s people, arc become prophets No man el
then though some men, 1nd some good men too perhaps, but young i
goodness, as Joshua then was, envy them They fret, and out of their own
weakness are 1 agony, lest these divisions and subdivisions will undo us
The adversary agamn applauds, and wauts the hour YWhen they have
branched themsels es out, saith he, small enough 1nto parties and partitions,
then will be our time Tool' he sces not the firm root, out of which we all
grow, though into branches nor will be warc untl he see our small divided
manples cutting through at every angle of Ius ill-umted and unwicldy
brgrde And that we are to hope better of all these supposed sects and
schisms, and that we shall not need that solicitude, honest perhaps though
over-timorous of them that Ve m this behalf, but shall lnugh in the end ac
thosc malictous applauders of our differences, I hme these reasons to
persuade me
Tirst, when 1 City shall be as 1t were besteged and bloched about, her
n1vgable v er infested, inroads nd incursions round, defiance and battle
oft rumoured to be marching up even to her walls and suburb trenches
that then the people, or the greater part, more than at other times, wholly
t1l en up with the study of highest and most importane matters to be re-
formed, should be disputing, resoning, rerding, i cnung, discoursing,
cyven to 1 ranty and adnuration, things not before discoursed or written of,
argucs first 1 singular goodwill, contentedness and confidence 1 your
prudent foresight and safe government I ords and Commons, and from
thence deris es nself to 2 gallant brivery and well-grounded contempt of
their encimies s if there were no small number of 1s great spirits among us
s s was, who when Rome was mgh besieged by Hanmbal, being in' the
aity, bought that rlccc of ground at no cheap rate, wherecon Hannibal
himself encumped his own regument
Neag, ieisa I ely and cheerful presage of our happs suceess and victony
Tor a5 m 2 body, when the blood s fresh, the spints pure and vigorous
not only to vieal but to muonal faculues nd those in the acutest and the
pertest operitions of wit and subtlery 1t argues i whar good plight and
constitution the body 1s so when the cheerfulness of the people 15 <o
sprightly up, 15 that st s not only wherewath to guard well its own free-
Jmﬁ and sifery but to spare, and to bestow upon the sohdest ind sublunest
points of controvery and new i entton gt betol ens us not degenerted
nor drooping to 1 faal decn but enung off the old and wnnkled < i of
carrupnon to outhve these pangsand wnv v ounr azamn entenng the glon-
ous wavs of truth and prasperous virtue destined to become great and
henourible m these Jaeter ages. Methmt s T see i mv nnd 1 nable and
sureant nanon rousmy herelf Bl e 2 strong man after sfeep and <hiking
[wr v inuble o« Methml s I «ce her ~s an erwede mewing her mu hny
vouth and hindhing her undizzled eves 2t the full mrdda bevm puran +
and unscilmg her long abused sight at the fountun tteelf of heavenly
radiinee wiule the whale nowe of umorous and fockine nrds wath thoe
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also that lov e the twihght flutter abour amazed at what she means, and 10
their ent sous gabble would prognosticate a y ear of seces and schisms,

What would ye do then® should ye suppress 1l this flowery crop of
hnowledge and new light sprung up and yet spraging daty s this oy 2
should ye set an oligarchy of twenty engrossers over it to bring a famine
upen our munds agam when we shall lnow nothing but what is measured
tous by their bushel Believe it Lords and Commons they who counsel
¢ to such a suppressmg do as good as bud y e suppress y oursehes and 1
will soon show how st be desired o hnow the immeduate cause of all
thus free wratng and free spesking there canpot be assigned a truer than
your own muld and free and humane government T 15 the hiberty Lords
and Commons which your own valoraus and happy counsels have pur
chased us fiberey which ss the nurse of all grear wits thisis that which hath
rarefied and enlightened our spints like the influenice of henven this s that
which hath enfranchised enfarged and hfted up our apprehensions de
greesabotve themsches

Y& cannot make us now less capable less hnowng less cagerly pur
sung of the truth unless ve first make 4 oursclves that made us so less
the fovers Jess the founders of our truc hberrs We can grow ignonant
agan brutish formal and slavish as 1 ¢ found us but \ ou then must first
become that which v e cannor be oppresse arbtrary and oy rannous as
they were from whom ve have freed us That our hearts are row more
capacious our thoughts more erected to the search and expectanon of
greatest and cvactest things 15 the sssue of Vour own virtue propagated in
us \e cannot suppress that unless v e remforce an abrogaved and merciless
law that fatheers may despatch at will thew own cluldren And who shall
then suck closest to ye and exewe others not he who tahes up arms for
coatand conduct and lus four nobles of Danegele Aldhough 1 dispraise not
the defence of yust mmunsties vet Jove my peace beeter sf that were sll
Give me the hberts to hnos to urter and to argue frecly accordmg to
conscience ahiove all hberues

What vould be best adused then af it be found so hurtful and s0 un
cqual 1o suppress opinions for the ncwness or the unsuitableness ko 3 cus-
romary acceptance Wil not be my tash to say f only shall repeat what
have fearned from one of y our own honaurable number a night noble and
pious Jord who had he not sxersficed hus Ifc and forrunes to the Church
and Commonwealth v e had not now rmssed and bewaled & wortin and
undoubied patron of this graument Ye hnow jum Tam sure vet I for
honour s sshe and ma 1t be eternal to i shall name tum the Lard
Brook He wiiting of Fpiscapacy and by the wan treatng of sects and
schisms left ve lusvote or rather now the last words of hus duing eharge
which ILnow will cverbe of dear and hosoured regard with y e so full of
mechness and Lreathing <hanny that new t Has fast tostamient who bx
queathed e and peace ta His disciples 1 cannot calf to nund where 1
have read or heard words more mild and pesceful He there exhorts us to

hear with patience and humiicy thase houcver they be muscatied that
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desire to hve purely, in such 2 use of God’s ordinances, as the best guidance
of their conscience gives them, and to tolerate them, though 1n some dis-
conformity to ourselves The book itself will tell us more at large, being
published to the world, and dedicated to the Parliament by him who, both
for hus hife and for his death, deserves that what advice he left be not laid
by without perusal
And now the time 1n special 1s, by privilege to w rite and speak what may
help to the further discussing of matters m agitanion The temple of Janus
with his two controt ersial faces rught now not unsigmificantly be set open
And though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to play upon the
carth, so Truth be in the field, we do mnjunously, by hicensing and pro-
hibiting, to misdoubrt her strength Let her and Ialsehood gripple, who
ever hnew Truth put to the worse, i a free and open encounter™ Her con-
futing 1s the best and surest suppressing He who hears what praving there
1s for ight and clearer know Iedge to be sent down among us, would think
of other matters to be constituted bey ond the discipline of Genes, frimed
and fabnched already to our hands Yer when the new light which we beg
for shines in upon us, there be who envy and oppose, if 1t come not first
1n 1t their casements What a collusion s this, whenas we are exhorted by
the wise man to use diligence, to sech for wisdom as for udden treasures
erly and late, that another order shall enjoin us to know nothing but by
statute> When a man hath been labouning the hardest labour i the deep
nunes of knowledge, hath furnished out his findings 1n 1ll their equipage,
drawn forth his reasons as it werce 1 battle ranged, scattered and defeated 1ll
objections i his wy , calls out hisady ersary 1nto the plun offers him the
advantage of wind and sun, if he please, only that he may try the mateer by
dint of argument for lus opponents then to shulk, to lay ambushments, to
Leep 1 narrow bridge of hicensing where the challenger should pass though
it be valour enough 1n soldiership, 1s bur weakness and cowardice in the
wars of Truth
I'or who knows not that Truth 1s strong next to the Almighty™ She

needs no policies, nor stratagems, nor licensings to mal ¢ her victorous
those are the shifts and the defences that error uses agamst her power Gre
her but room and do not bind her when she sleeps, for then she speaks not
truc, as the old Proteus did, who spike oracles only when he was cauahe
and bound, but then rather she turns herself into all <hn(vcs. excepe her
own, and perhaps tuncs her voice according to the nme, as AMicuth did be-
fore Ahab until she be adjured into her own hileness Yet 15 1t not -
possible that she my h1v ¢ more shapes than one What elce is all that ranh
of things mdifferent wheren l:nlt 1 m1y be on this side or on the o her
without banz unlike herself™ What hut a vun shadow clee 1 the aboliion
of those ordinances that hand wnting natled to the cros® What greet
purchase 15 this Chinstian hberts which Paul <o often boass of  His doe-
trne1s that he who carsor eats not rezardsaday or rcg:r:h iwno ,ma do
ather to the Tond How many other things mirht be toerated 1 peace

and left to conscience had webut chaney sand werest nos thechuefs o g-
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they themselves have begun by transgressing st be not enough but that
thev will persiade and exccnte the most Domcan parr of the Inquisizon
overus and are already with one foot 1n the stirrup 50 acrn e at suppressing
st w ould be no unequal discrsbutton 1 the first place to suppress the sup
pressors themselves whom the change of thear canditian !Fath puffed up
mere than their hate expenence of harder times hath made wise

And as for regulating the Press ler no man thinh 1o hate the honour of
advistag y ¢ betrer than y ourselves have done in that Order published next
before this  that no bool be Printed unless the Priter s and the Avthar's
name ot atfeasc the Printer s beregustered  Thase which otherwise come
forth f they be found muschuevous and hbellous the fire and the evecu
troner will be the nmeliest and the most effeetual remedy that mans pre
tennion can use Lor thus guthennc Sparush poliy of Licensing books of |
have suid aught will prove the most unheensed ook suself within a short
winle and was the unmediate smage of 2 Star Chamber decree ta thay pur
pose made 1 those sery times when that Conre dud the test of those her
prous works for which she s new fallen from the stars with Lucifer
Vhereby y e may guess what kind of state prudence what love of the peo
ple what care of Rehgwn or good manners there was at the contrning
although with sngular hy poeyisy 1r prevended to tund books 5o their good
behaviour And how it got che upper hand of your precedent Otder so
well constituted before of we may beliese chose men whose profesvon
gives them cause to enquire most 1 mav be doubred there was m it the
fraud of some old prtentees and monopolisers n the trade of boohsclling
who under pretence of the poor in thewr Compans, not to be defriuded and
the just retatmng of each man his sev cral copy  which God forbrd shauld
be pamsud brought disers ploswg colours fo the House which werc in
deed but colours and serving o no end except 1t be vo everese a supertor
10y over chesr neighbours men who do not therefore labour m 30 honest
professton ta which learning s mdebted thar they should be made athex
menssassals Another end sthought wasaimed at by some of ther in pro-
curing by rcrmon chiss Order that havng pawer intherr hands, malignant

1

books mught the eaner scape abroad 1s the eventshows

But of these sophusms and clenchs of merchandise 1 shill not This [
lnow that erross 1n 3 good govermment and 1 a had are equally slmase
wesdenr for what Magistrate may ot be nustnformed and much the
soaner i Liberty of Panting be reduced o thcsu“cr of zfew> futte
redress willingly and speedity what hath been erred andan fughest authec
1ty to csteim a plan adyorisement mofc shan others hav¢ donc 3 sumpty
ous bribe 182 v irtue (honoured Lords and Commaons) answ erable to your
highest acuons and w heseof none can participite bue greatest and wusest
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